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Court Ruling May Give Chi Edge 


On Reno As 


Chicago, July 27, 
Return of Chicago as the focal 
point for divorces and the decline of 
Reno as the parting place is seen in 
the Appellate Court’s decision that 
there is no such thing as a binding 


- and effectual Nevada divorce decree 


except to people who actually are 
bona fide residents of Nevada with 
the intention of remaining there 
permanently, and not for the pur- 
pose of getting a divorce. 

No matter whether the defendant 
in the Reno action enters an appear- 
ance and consents, or whether 
property settlements are made, or 
any other thing is done, the decree, 
legal minds agree, still remains a 
nullity and is open to attack by 
either of the parties to the divorce 
itself, or by a subsequent spouse, or 
by children after the death of the 
parties. Which means to the lawyers 
that nothing can really be accom- 
plished by people of another state 
going to Nevada, 

On the other hand, Chicago at- 
torneys point to the section of the 
IHinois Statute which obviates the 
necessity of a year’s residence in the 
state on the part of the plaintiff 
where the grounds for the divorce 
are committed in Illinois or while 
one or both of the parties resided in 
Illinois. 

Many, many cases in Chicago have 
proceeded upon that section, and 
those decrees are held to be abso- 
lutely binding and final, not only 
upon the parties themselves, but 
upon all others and are not open to 
attack in any manner. Most the- 
atrical divorces obtained in Chicago 
have been based upon that section of 
the Illinois statutes, and indications 
that the divorce trend is back to Chi 
following a downward slide during 
the past four years. 


INDIE’S FILM ON WM. 
DESMOND TAYLOR CASE 


Hollywood, July 27. 

Getting tired waiting around for 
15 years for Hollywood cops to solve 
murder mystery of William Desmond 
Taylor, director in whose life Mary 
Miles Minter and Mabel Normand 
figured, Cinestat Productions is mak- 
ing it into a pic. 

Reminds of the ‘Mystery of Marie 








Roget,’ which Edgar Allan Poe wrote | 


from news clips of the Mary Rogers 
murder. Years later murderers con- 
fessed, practically using Poe’s solu- 
tion word for word as their confes- 
sion—ever to dialog. 





Mountain Music Spree 


Spartanburg, S. C., July 27. 
‘Gittars’ and banjos will twang. 


fiddies will sing and mountain guys | 


will swing their gals in competitive 
dances as the 10th annual Mountain | 


Dance and Folk Song Festival gets | 


under way Aug. 5, for three days and | 
nights at Asheville. 

More than 500 contestants 
Signed, with more coming. 


Easy Divorce Spot 





Did You Say Remote? 





Budapest, July 16. 

Sandor Incze, editor of Szin- 
hazi Elet, this country’s leading 
fan mag, is back from his sixth 
trip to U. S., hoping to realize 
his pet plan of producing the 
Hungarian drama classic, “Trag- 
edy of Man,’ on the American 
stage. 

Incze says he hopes to get 
Gilbert Miller to direct, Helen 
Hayes to play Eve and Leslie 
Howard to play Adam—at some 
remote time when they, all 
three, may be free to do so. 


Dixie's New Dance 











Terped Barefoot 


Charlotte, N. C., July 27. 


The next dance craze will come 
out of the south. It is known as the 
‘Big Apple’ and originated with -the 
Gullah Negroes around Charleston, 
but this summer moved into what- 
ever circles of respectability that 
beach resorts offer. Pawley’s Island, 
off the South Carolina coast, danced 
it first. Then Myrtle Beach. Now 
it is going like measles up and down 
the southern beaches. 

The youngsters and _ collegians 
started it. Many of them dance it 
as the Gullahs do—barefooted. It 
requires a lot of floating power and 
fannying. Newsreel camera men 
from Charlotte have already set out 
for Pawley’s to get some shots. 

The new swing craze has been 
shortened, already, to just ‘apple,’ as 
pavillion crowds beg the young 
dancers to ‘apple® for them, or teach 
them to ‘apple.’ The only trouble is 
that ‘apple’ time is such that it 
threatens to shake down some of the 
dance places. 

An expert at ‘apple’ says that it 
combines several Carolina Negro 
| jigs: truckin’, shining, Suzy-Q, Praise 
Allah, and a few others. 

To do the Big Apple a group forms 
a circle. Someone ‘calls’ the steps, 
as in the old time square dances, 
and the Big Apple starts. It starts 
| off with one, two, three pats of the 
| right foot and then swing the right 

foot back, the left, the left forward 
|and then the right and repeat. After 
| about three times, the person calling, 
| calis ‘Truck to the right’ -after sey- 
eral steps—‘Reverse it-—‘Truck with 
your partner to the right’—‘To the 
left'—In Place’—Stomp that right 
foot’—Swing it high’—‘Praise Allah’ 
—Alright, you shine!’—Suzy Q to 
| the right"—‘To the left” And there 








‘of its many steps. 


Craze, Big Apple, 





HOLLYWOOD f 


FILM PURITY PAYS 


U. S. Film-Makers Are 
Hyper-Careful of Foreign 
Sensitivities — As Result, 
It’s a Basic Saving on 
Future Censorship Trou- 
bles and Cutting — Fur- 
thermore, It Tends to Ce- 
ment America’s Domi- 
nance of the World’s Mo- 
tion Picture Market 


ND 











OK FOR THE U. S. 





By DENIS MORRISON 


Hollywood, July 27. 


New day has dawned in censor- 
ship, with foreign nations every- 
where clamping down hard on 
Hollywood picture product due for 
the most part to national pride and 
studios walking a chalk line in con- 
sequence, 

Seeming paradox is—studios like 
it! 

Like it and profit by it. It’s the 
old story of the Legion of Decency 
told anew in another province. 
Producers kicked like the pro- 


(Continued on page 34) 





Harriet Hoctor Crack in 


Vallee Show Treads Upon 
Sensitive Dallas Toes 


Ft. Worth, July 27. 

Dallas scribes are burning Pan- 
American Exposition officials be- 
cause of plugs given Fort Worth’s 
rival Frontier Fiesta over the Rudy 
Vallee air show Thursday (22) from 
Dallas’ Pan-American Casino, where 
Rudy pulled down $12,000 per week 
for two weeks. 

At the close of her interview by 
Vallee, Harriet Hoctor, dance star of 
Casa Manana, at Fort Worth, said: 
‘Rudy, why don’t you come over to 
Fort Worth and see a good show?’ 
Rudy replied: ‘I have, but it’s a 
secret here in Dallas.’ 

Earlier in the program. the m.c. 
made references to Paul Whiteman, 
at the Fort Worth show. Vallee, 
the previous weekend, was White- 
man’s guest at a ranch he occupies 
near Fort Worth. 

Raged Eddie Barr in his Dallas 
Dispatch column: ‘If Miss Hoctor’s 
line, ‘Come over to Fort Worth and 
see a good show,’ was in the script, 
Pan-American Exposition executives 
should have their heads examined. 
If the line was not, and Miss Hoctor 
adlibbed it, she ought to be spanked 
with a hairbrush for taking advan- 
tage of Panamexpo’s hospitality.’ 

Miss Hoctor said the line was in 
the script written in Dallas and 








are you have the Big Apple, with a few | handed to her just before the broad- 


' sast. 
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New Radio Equity 


Will Completely 


Realign 4 A’s; Gillmore at the Helm 


4 





Too Close to Home 





When Barter Theatre produc- 
tion of ‘The Petrified Forest’ 
was given last week at the 
Graystone Inn, Roaring Gap, 
N. C., show was given in the 
hotel dining room, with the set 
being erected the afternoon of 
the performance. 

Script calls for a sign on the 
wall to read ‘Tipping Is Un- 
American—Keep Your Chang®.’ 
Hotel waiters squawked, how- 
ever, and that part of the pro- 
duction didn’t go up until after 
dinner, 


Floating Stag 
Shows Back as 
N.Y. Burlys Fold 


Floating stags, with everything in 
the way of nudity, has cropped up in 
the Times Square district and re- 
ported doing landoffice biz. Racket 
is the aftermath of the rigid censor- 
ing that sloughed burlesque in the 
former burley houses. Devotees of 
the strip-tease and bumps are now 
getting it more vividly via the stags 
with no LaGuardia to guard ’em. 

Promoters have shills and cappers 
working the burlesque theatre area 
on 42d street and elsewhere on the 
main stem. Shows are reportedly 
spotted in west side loft buildings 
when patronage is sufficient to war- 
rant, or in smaller spots. Tariff is $1. 

Burlesque ops in the know may 
capitalize this angle in appealing 
from License Commissioner Paul 
Moss’ drastic regulations which lim- 
boed burlesque and strippers from 
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What happened at a meeting in 
Equity offices, in N. Y., yesterday 
(Tuesday) may be momentous to 
radio artists of all types. It was 
decided that the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America (Four A’s) 
will be reorganized and instead of be- 
ing a skeleton organization it will be- 
come a national body, as active as 
any union which holds its franchises. 
On Friday (30) a meeting of all the 
stage, screen and musical artist 
groups will probably complete the 
plans to organize radio from coast to 
coast. 
will be officially chosen then. 

This new organization will be 
chartered by the Four A's and will 
be autonomous. There will be 
boards in various localities, com- 
parable to locals of national unions, 
Equity has surrendered its juris- 
diction in radio to .he Four A’s with 
the understanding that the new or- 
ganization, sponsored by the Screen 
Actors Guild, American Guild of 
Musical Artists, and Equity will be- 
come an actuality. 

Frank Gillmore will become the 
active head of the new radio group 
and some of his duties as Equity’s 
head will be reassigned. 

Kenneth Thomson of the Screen 
Actors’ Guild is one of the chief spon- 
sors of the realigned Four A’s and 
the new radio setup, although he 
said that the new order resulted 
from conversations with Gillmore 
and Paul N. Turner, Equity attorney. 
Henry Jaffe and Leo Fischer of the 


Musical Artists Guild, Lawrence 
Beilenson of SAG, Paul Dulzell, 
George Heller, Richard Gordon, 


(Continued on page 51) 


TOBACCO ROAD NOW 
PAVED WITH GOLD 


Atlanta, July 27. 
‘Tobacco Road’ is more than just 











New York and environs indefinitely. 
It is understood the burlesque men 
will make capital of these lewder, 
unlicensed, licentious shows in a 
second appeal to Mayor F. H. La- 
(Continued on page 62) 


Man Bites Snake 


St. John, N. B., 

An unfavorable reaction from a 

tour of Maine by the Walter L. 

Main Circus, is the illness from 

snake bite of one of the show’s 
Indian roustabouts. 








July 27. 


It was at Calais that the Indian | 


went berserk and going into the 
sideshow tent while the grind show 
was in progress, he suddenly leaped 
into the snake pit, and bit one of the 
snakes cleanly into two sections. 

The best snake in the show was 
ruined and had to be buried and the 
best worker in the show had to go to 
hospital as fertile ground for a stom- 
ach pump. Instead of being released 
in a day or two he was on the shelf 
for a week, 


a book-play title this week as 
Georgia farmers await the opening 
of the annual tobacco market Thurs- 
day (29). Buyers, who last year 
took away 86,565,298 pounds of the 
leaf and left $18,145,557 behind, are 
here in force awaiting the opening 
of the auctions, which are always 
marked by celebrations. 

Georgia markets are the first in 
the country to open and the 15 mar- 
ket cities are Adel, Baxley, Black- 
| shear, Douglas, Hahira, Hazlehurst, 
| Metter, Moultrie, Nashville, Pelham, 
Statesboro, Tifton, Valdosta, Vidalia 
and Waycross, 

Money flows lavishly during these 
times and amusement biz cashes in 
| heavily. Celebrations consist of 
festivals, barn and street dances, etc. 
| Pitch men flood the towns. 

Pic theatres get a big play. In 
|; many auction localities houses stay 
open all night drawing patronage 
from growers who bring their toe 
bacco in on trucks and wagons after 
midnight and have nothing to do or 
any place to go until auctions get 
} going next morning. 


A name for the new group: 
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Rep Retains fis Studio 29 Mos. 
Under Settlement, Option Denied; 








British Co. Seeks Site, Report 





Hollywood, July 27. 
Out-of-court settlement 
fected last Friday (23) in the suit of 
the Guaranty Liquidating Corp., of 
Hollywood against Republic Pictures, 
Inc., in which plaintiff attacked the 
validity of Republic’s lease on its 
Ventura boulevard studio and sought 
judgment for $112,800 damages. 
Exact terms of the settlement were 
not revealed. . However, Republic 
will be permitted to retain possession 
of the property for the remainder of 
its five-year lease which -has 29 


was ef- 





months to run. Plea of Republic 
either for a renewal clause or for an» 
option to buy was denied by the cor- | 
poration. 

Clause 
Republic the right to meet any pur- | 
chase offer was permitted to remain 
in foree. According to Harold Mur- 
phy, Guaranty prez, half a dozen | 
tentative feelers for the property 
have been put out by prospective 
investors, Sol Lesser wants it and | 
recently when Louis D. Lurie’s Re- | 
nowned Artists deal with Tay Gar- | 
nett was alive, proposal to buy the 
studio was broached. When. Garnett 
pulled out of the Renowned setup 
this was abandoned. 

Britishers Seek Site 

A British film producing corpora- 
jion, according to Murphy, is inter- 
ested in launching Hollywood pro- | 
duction, and a group of eastern in- 

(Continued on page 34) 


ROWLAND OFF 
GN BY CONSENT 


Hollywood, July 27. 

Richard A. Rowland washed up his 
Grand National producing contract 
with Philip Krasne, attorney-aide to 
Edward L. Alperson, by mutual con- 
sept, after five months on the lot 
without making a film. Rowland 
joined GN to produce ‘Dynamite’ 
with James Cagney, but this was 
shelved when Cagney went into 
‘Something to Sing About’ for Vic- 
tor Schertzinger. 

He then planned ‘Painter in the 
Sky,’ color picture lecaled in the 
Grand Canyon, which has _ been 
shelved also. GN contracted with 
Keiler-Dorian company for the color. 
Outfit sent seven experts from 
France but on arrival found they 
could not get proper camera and 
other equipment and had to send to 
France for it. Company erected | 
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Toland’s Technicolor 
Tutelagze for Goldwyn 


Hollywood, July 27. 

Samuel Goldwyn has sent Gregg 
Toland to the Technocolor labora- 
tories for a special intensive month 
of tutelage in color camera work fol- 
lowing which Toland will undertake | 
the camera supervision of ‘The 
Goldwyn Follies.’ This is first time 
any lenser outside of the Technicolor 


personnel has had full charge of 
shooting a picture. 
Scarcity of skilled color men in 


the lensing corps brought about the 
apprenticeship. 





in the lease which gives ‘Buccaneer’ Crew's 


Close Call When Ball 
Pine’s Car Does Spill’ 


New Orleans, July 27. 
Several members of the Para- 
mount crew making scenes for “The 
Buecaneer’ had a narrow escape 
(21) 
which they were riding left a dirt 





jread near Jeanerett, La., near here, | 


and landed upside down in a ditch, 
its top broken and smashed. 

In the auto were Bill Pine, asso- 
ciate of the Cecil B. deMille unit, 
was 
director; Dewey Wrigley, camera- 
man, and Frank G. Patout, operator 
of the Frederick hotel at New Iberia. 
Wrigley suffered a knee injury. 

According to reports, Pine was 
driving along the dirt road when a 
wasp flew into the automobile and 
got into his shirt. Holding the steer- 
ing wheel with one hand, Pine at- 
tempted to kill the stinging insect 
whens he lost control as the car 
reached a curve. 

Bill Helis, Jr., son of local oil mil- 
lionaire and student at University 
of South California, is doubling for 
Fredric March as Lafitte, while Mar- 
teal Klotz is working in scenes as 
double for Francisca Gaal, feminine 
lead in the pic. 

Hundreds of trappers and other 
residents of the swamp country, in- 
cluding Andre Billiot, champ pirogue 
paddler, are working in the film as 
pirates. 

Unit will be here several weeks. 


RICHARD BENNETT IN 
VOLUNTARY B’K’PTCY 


Richard Bennett, legitimate stage 
star, film actor and father of Con- 





Hollywood plant, installing equip-| stance, Joan and Barbara Bennett; 


ment, 


| admitted Friday (23) he was broke 


Rowland asserts he will announce | so far as being able to pay outstand- 
future plans within the week. 





Suit of Windsor Pictures against | 
Keller-Dorian for breach of contract 
in discharging two of its representa- 
tives whose services had been ar- 
ranged for by the color concern, was 
settled out of court yesterday 
(Tues.), Under the terms of the 
settlement, Keller-Dorian pays 


ing debts amounting to $16,157. 
| Bennett through his attorney, Theo- 
dore Charmas, made this confession 
by filing voluntary petition in bank- 
ruptey 


fix the value of unsecured assets he | 


_claims other than $50,000 in insur- 
,ance policies which are exempt. 


Windsor $2,500 in cash and grants | 


to the producing company a free 


license on the K-D color process for | 


five years. Windsor produces com- 
mercial pictures. 

Suit to establish validity of the 
contract arose out of employment 
from Windsor of Leo Lipp and Sam 
Grinson, who went to the Coast for 


National. When the deal with G. N. 
was dropped, K-D discharged Lipp 
wnd Grinson. A. J. Rubien acted as 





° now in possession of his wife, An- 
attorney for Windsor. }gela. at her home in Los Gatos, | 
| Calif. An $800 interest in a Packard 
‘ear held by his daughter. Joan, is 
Eddie Buzzell Powders neted as an asset as well as half | 


‘Merry,’ Cummings Subs 


Hollywood, July 27. 
Eddie Buzzell has stepped out of 
the directing assignment on Univer- 
sal’s ‘Merry-Go-Round of 1938 and 
Irving Cummings has taken up the | 
chore as the result of differences o% 
opinion with the studio as to how 
the film should be treated. | 
Merritt Gerstad, head cameraman. 





also leaves the picture and Joseph 
Valentine steps into the spot. B. G. 
DeSy!va is producing. i 


Benneit classified himself in the 
petition as an unemployed actor and 


gave his address as the Hotel West- | 
/over, West 72d street. 


Debts mostly 
include payment of services to doc- 


tors and nurses both in New York | 
,and California; 


also $101 due the 

Lambs for dues and contributions. 
Among assets Bennett lists but on 

which he places no value is a half 


, interest in property at Palm Springs 
K-D to work on a picture for Grand | Phat gd oo 


and Santa Monica, Calif. The actor 


also claims half ownership in an- | 


uiques. rugs and other furnishings 


ownership in an Isotta-Franchini and | 


a Franklin car possessed by Angela. 
Another creditor named is Eleanor 


, Winslow Williams of 226 West 72d | 
' street for $1,000 ‘due on an option’ 


of play ‘John Brown.’ 
Bennett has left for the Coast. 


Chadoray te RKO 


Hollywood, July 27. 
Edward Chodorov, assaciate pro- 
ducer at Metro for six months, has 
resigned for a writing job at Radio. 
He went from Columbia to Metro. 








when a car in|} 


driving; Arthur Rosson, | 


in N.Y. He was wnable to | 


WORLD LIBRARY 


Selznick - International Cellecting 
Techniceleor Film—Kern in 
Charge. 








Hollywood, July 27. 

Selznick-International is assem- 
bling a Technicolor film library with 
atmospheric and action shots from 
throughout the world. Hal Kern, 
chief cutter, is assembling the. lens- 
ings and already has classified and 
cross-indexed 65,000 feet of film. 


rate of 2,000 feet a week. 


NAZIS NIX DC. 
PREEM OF US 
‘ROAD BACK 





Washington, July 27. 

Animosity of Nazis toward Holly- 
wood product which does not flatter 
the Hitler regime or the. German 
nation bobbed: wp again kast week 
| when German diplomats scorned in- 
opening of Uni- 
endian war pictune, *Road Back.’ 
Apparently still smarting over 
Hollywood's balk at boycott threats, 
members of the goose-stepping em- 
|bassy staff stayed away in droves 
from the halhyhooed screening at 
| RK O-Keith’s Thursday (22). Al- 
| though bids were sent to Ambassa- 
|dor Hans Dieckhoff, diplomacy-con- 
|scious management couldn't see a 
single Nazi in the house. 

Film is the one involved in recent 
‘incident’ when the U. S. State De- 
|partment rebuked Dr. Georg Gys- 
sling, German consul at Los Angeles, 
and the Embassy for intimidating 
Hollywood talent. Disclosure that 
Gyssling had threatened a fatherland 
strafe on flickers in which any of the 
‘Read Back’ cast appeared in the 
future stirred New Dealers imto 
warning the Embassy that any 
squawks should be filed via routine 
diplomatic channels. 

While the Nazis shunned unreeling 
of the cinematic -version of Eric 
Maria Remarque’s novel, American 
dignitaries turned out in numbers. 
Free-seat occupants imcluded smat- 
tering of Army and Navy officers, 
and gang of legislators, among them 
Senators Claude Pepper of Florida, 
Robert Reynolds of North Carolina, 
Arthur Vandenberg of Michigan, 
Robert LaFollette of Wisconsin, Ken- 
neth McKellar of Tennessee, Carl 
Hatch of New Mexico, and Sherman 
Minton of Indiana. Sub-cabinet execs 
aad many minor departmental fune- 
tionaries, as well as sizeable press 
contingent, Annie Oakleyed, 


CAPRA STILL POUTING, 
WON'T REPORT TO COL. 


Hollywood, July 27. 


Frank Capra. director, still refuses 
| to report for work at the Columbia 





ivitations to local 











| studios. 

| Director has notified the studio 
that the terms of his contract had 
| been violated and is standing on that 
|point. Meanwhile Columbia has 
| taken no measures compelling him 
to report. 


Par Rushes Pigskimner 
To Catch Grid Release 


Holly wood, July 27. 

‘Yesterday's Cheers, Paramount 
| football film, has been moved up to 
‘the August production schedule to 
provide for release in the grid sea- 
|son. Script is being rushed through 
by Albert Shelby LeVino 

Principals penciled 
include Mary Carlisle, John Howard, 
| Robert Cummings, John Patterson, 
j}and Lynne Overman. 

















ARRIVALS 


| 
Gladys 


Swarthout, Frank Chap- 
man. Catherine Litthefield, Philadel- 
phia Ballet, Jeanne Aubert, Georges 
Rigaud, Maurice Schwartz, Donald 
Fiamm, J. Cheever Cowdin, Herbert 
Wilcox, Martin Broones, Charlotte 
Greenwood, Molly Picon, Serge 
Koussevitsky, Geraldine Rudolph, 
Andre Charlot. Lew Leslie. Mr. and 





; Mrs. E. L. Ryan. 


Library is being augmented at the | 


into the cast | 
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Dorothy Gish, Ina Claire-Osgood 


Eleanor Hokm Jarrett-Billy Rose 
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Wanger’s 6-Week Hiatus 


Walter Wanger is taking a vaca- 
tion and will lay off production for a 
period of around six weeks begin- 
ning early in August and until 
around the middle of September. 

Wanger is due in New York 
around Aug. 10, preparatory. to sail- 





advices. The producer has already 
completed his third film for United 
Artists release, ‘Vogues.’ 


HIGH COURT SUSTAINS 








Hollywood, July 27. 
U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 
San Francisco has upheld the $7,500 
judgment in favor of Walton Hall 
Smith, scenarist, against Paramount 
pictures. 
Action involved alleged failure of 


the studio to give Smith screen 
eredit on the film “We're Not Dress- 
ing,’ made in 1934, allegedly from 


his yarn ‘Cruise to Nowhere,’ 
which he received $2,500. 


Simon a Director 


Hollywood, July 27. 
Universal has promoted Sylvan 
Simon to full directorial status and 
handed him ‘A Préscription for Ro- 
mance’ as his initial assignment. 
Edmund Grainger will produce 
and film will get the go signal 
around mid-August. 


Wm. Seiter’s 2-Yr. Lift 


Hollywood, July 27. 
Director William A. Seiter has 
drawn a straight two-year ticket at 
20th-Fox. 
Current assignment is 
Begins in College.’ 


for 








on “Life 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Phillip Astley. 

Monty Banks. 

Mona Barrie. 

Joe Brandt. 

Willat Brown, 

Norine Carr. 

Madeleine Carroll. 

W. B. Cokell. 

Maurice Conn. 

Gabriel Dell 

Sam G. Engel. 

Barney Glazer. 

Bert Granet. 

Huntz Hall. 

Lillian Hellman. 

Sonja Henie 

Noel Langley. 

Beatrice Lillie. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Lockhart. 
Rouben Mamoulian, 

Karen Morley. 

Mr. and Mrs. Boris Morros, 
Hunt Stromberg. 

Lee Spitz. 

Charlies Vidor. 

Jerry Wald. 


SAILINGS 


Aug. 25 (New York to London) Mr. 





and Mrs. Adolph Zukor (Queen 
Mary). 
Aug. 4 (New York to London) 


Rouben Mamoulian, Mr. 
Vic Oliver (Normandie), 
July 29 (New York to Paris) Mr. 





and Mrs. Boris Morros (Ile de! 
France). 
; July 28 (New York to London) ! 


Beatrice Lillie, Madeleine Carroll, 
Capt. Phillip Astley, Hunt Stromberg | 


Bob Gillham. 
Georges Rigaud. 
Randolph Seoit. 
Hunt Stromberg. 

i Robert S. Taplinger. 





ing for Europe, according to Coast | 


AWARD ON PIC CREDIT 


and Mrs. 


RKO BANKERS 
OK. STUDIO 
SETUP 





Leo. Spitz and. Sam Briskin to- 
igether with Floyd QOdlum, Atlas 
chieftain, and Paul Mazur, of the 
| Lehman Bros. firm, and their as- 
sociates continued their series of 


powwows at the company’s studios, 
|over the weékend. Also present on 
|the Coast.at this time were A. H. 
McCausland, representative of the 
Irving Trust Co, RKO trustee. Spitz 
is en route to N. ‘Y. 

Advices are that the RKO bankers 
|are fully satisfied with the studio 
} operation under Briskin. 

The bankers have been making an 
extensive study of the RKO Coast 
situation in the past couple of weeks. 
|The nature and purpose of the study 
| has not been indicated, but is be- 

| lieved to be in connection with a de- 
‘sire to speed up the company’s re- 

organization, now pending before 
| the courts in New York. 








| Hollywood, July 27. 
| Proposed reorganization plan for 
| REO Jjooks like it will be held in 
|}abeyance until the end of the year. 
bregnnir gue have been held during 
|the past weeks between Floyd Od- 
| lum, Ed Weisl, Leo Spitz, Fred Ehr- 
|}man, Paul Mazur, of Lehman Bros, 
'a nepresentative of the Rockefeller 
interests; J, R. Bruckner and A. H. 
McCausland, representative of Irv- 
ing Trust Co., receivers for RKO on 
the xeorganization plan. Nothing 
eventuated and looks like a delay 
until late December before the prob- 
lem is ironed out. 

Group also conferred with Sam 
Briskin on RKO’'s forthcoming sea- 
son product. 





The Rockefeller Center $9,000,000 
elaim and the vast discrepancy in 
appraisal of assets are the chief ob- 
stacles to be overcome before the 
RKO reorganization plan is finally 
settled upon, it was indicated at last 
week's hearing before Special Mas- 
ter George W. Alger, in N. Y. While 
all the groups involved agree that 
the proposed plan is feasible, hold- 
ers of common stock contend it is 
unfair to them. 

Attorneys for these dissenters 
asked the Special Master to suggest 
amendments to the plan which 
would be more equitable to them 
and pleaded with him not to ‘rubber 
stamp’ the plan as it exists at 
present, 

H. C. Rickaby, representing the 
Atlas Corp., asked the Special Mas- 
ter not to interfere with the plan as 
| proposed in view of the fact that 
the majority of security holders and 
more than half of the common 
stockholders had filed their consent 
| to the plan. 

Joseph M. Cohen, on behalf of @ 
,Sreup of independent stockholders, 
| asserted that Atlas’s only interest 
was solely because Radio Corp. of 
America and Lehman Bros., bank- 
ers, had agreed to cooperate in the 
| reorganization after Atlas had pur- 
chased one-half of RCA holdings. 








and family. Noel Langley Theresa Th : : . 
Sey. ese holdings, Cohen said. repre- 
any Mevesnng Henie, Raymond | conted $5,000,000 with Atlas holding 
assey (Queen Mary). - ae ne Wien iia 
July 28 (London to New York + a option on the samainier. 
Mr. and Mrs, Vie Oliver (Nor-|_.40taham K. Weber, attorney for 
mandie ). |George Sardon, an _ independent 
i Te _stockholder, asked Alger that ap- 
proval of the plan be held up until 
N. We to he A. ‘the Rockefeller claim be settled. He 
Mrs. Fred Astaire. | and others demanded that a new ap- 
J. Cheever Cowdin. | praisal be made of the assets be- 


j cause of the wide differences in the 
figures submitted at the hearings b) 
| accountants for both sides. 

| Alger neserved decision 

i 


and dai- 


recied additional briefs be submitted. 
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Pic Actors’ Guild Working Pact 
With TATSE, A F of M in Offing 





1 


Hollywood, July 27. 


Invitation for the Screen Actors’ 
Guild to join the 25-year-old work- 
jing agreement between the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employes and the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians will be extended 
within the next few weeks. 


SAG is certain to accept inasmuch 
as IATSE intervened in negotiations 
between actors and the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers’ Association and de- 
manded that latter sign Guild shop 
contracts with SAG. When negotia- 
tions reached a crisis and actors 
took a strike vote, William Bioff, 
personal representative of George 
Browne, IATSE international presi- 
dent, sent word that his organiza- 
tion would back SAG to the limit. 


Pact will give the three organiza- 
tions undisputed control of labor in 
the studios as both SAG and IATSE 
have more than 10,000 members each 
in the film industry. Musicians also 
are rated as one of the strongest 
film labor crafts. IATSE and mu- 
sicians also control thousands of 
workers in theatres, including pro- 
jectionists, technicians, etc. 


Plan will not call for any physical 
alignment or affiliation of the three 
groups. Each will retain its own 
autonomy, but agreement will call 
for each organization to support the 
other in any demands made on pro- 
ducers or theatres. 


While no official announcement has 
been made of the plans, several 
SAG tops admitted they would glad- 
ly accept the invitation to join the 
working pact. 


Five thousand film studio musi- 
cians are affected by the strike ulti- 
matum of the American Federation 
of Musicians. The national drive to 
create jobs for the unemployed was 
extended in the studios last week 
when J. W. Gillette, International 
representative for the Musicians 
Union, served notice on producers 
that music must be used only for 
the picture on which the orch was 
hired. This would eliminate libraries 
maintained by studios and would 
necessitate employment of orches- 
tras for ‘B’ pictures. 


About 50% of the latter are made 
without orch, numbers being taken 
from the library. 


Musicians have also requested 
that arrangers and librarians be in- 
cluded in the studio basic agreement 
between producers and the A.F.M. 

Gillette is negotiating demands 


oy Pat Casey, producer-labor con- 
ct. 


JEFF LAZARUS GIVEN 
PAR PRODUCER BERTH 


Hollywood, July 27. 
Jeff Lazarus has been upped to 
Producer status at Paramount with 
added duties as assistant to William 
LeBaron. New deal becomes effec- 
tive Aug. 10 with the expiration of 


Lazarus’ current ticket as_ story 
editor. 


First productions to come under 
his supervision are ‘Men With 
Wings,’ Technicolor picture to be di- 
rected by William Wellman, and 
‘Midnight,’ Dietrich starrer. 


_Quin Martin, story department as- 
sistant to Lazarus, falls heir to many 
of his chief’s former duties, although 

azarus continues as titular story de- 
Partment head. 











Juanita Hansen’s P.A.’s 


‘ 





With Indie Narcotic Pic. 


Mason City, Ia., July 27. 


Lake theatre, Clear Lake, resort town | 
nine miles to the west. | 
iss Hansen is touring the sticks 


T 


| Hill, under the sponsorship of the 
Juanita C. Hanzon, silent screen | National Conference of Jews and 
actress, made a pair of p. a.’s at the | Christians. 


appearing with the flicker, ‘The Pace | Shape Public Opinion.’ 
hat Kills,’ dramatizing a few inci-| “The Movies.’ 








. | 
THE SWITCH | 
protean | 
Plane Pilots Spurn Hollywood for | 

Airline Jobs 


Dick Merrill and Jack Lambie, | 
transalantic airplane pilots, are re- | 
turning to their jobs with Eastern 
Airlines following the completion of 
‘Atlantic Flight,’ feature in which 
they took leading roles for Mono- 
gram. Understood that both ex- 
pressed no desire to become screen 
players even before they began work 
in this picture, and they haven't | 
changed their minds. 

Merrill and Lambie now are plan- | 
ning to take part in the Bendix air | 
races. 











Hollywood, July 27. 

Fred Jackson is working out 
special aviation sequences in process 
shots to be incorporated into Mono- 
gram’s ‘Atlantic Flight,’ which has 
finished shooting, Dick Merrill, who 
was co-featured with Jack Lambie 
in the film, went to the Hearst ranch 
at San Simeon for a visit before re- 
turning to his piloting with Eastern 
Air Lines. 


PAR’S $112,500 
FOR LONDON'S 
‘BALALAIKA’ 


London, July 27. 

Continuing its high-priced on- 
slaught on plays, Paramount has 
bought film rights to ‘Qalalaika,’ cur- 
rent musical here, paying $112,500. 
It’s the second British play to be 
bought this season by Par, other 
being ‘French Without Tears,’ for 
which $50,000 was paid. ‘Balalaika’ 
price establishes a new modern-time 
high for this country and is in line 
with reported upping of film prices 
for legit plays in the U. S. proper. 

The Shuberts are interested in 
‘Balalaika’ and will get a 10% hunk 
of the film price. They have Ameri- 
can production rights but are not 
certain whether or not they will do 
the play in New York. Paramount’s 
deal is strictly for pictures and the 
Shuberts can do the play as a play 
when and if they wish. It’s the same 
kind of a deal as with ‘French,’ to 
which Gilbert Miller owns the stage 
rights. Miller expects to rush his 











play into New York early next sea- | 
son before Par’s film can come along | 
and cut into it seriously. | 

‘Balalaika’ has had a curious his- 
tory here. When first produced it} 
failed to do any business and looked | 
like a quick fold-up, despite okay 
reviews from a novelty standpoint. 
Rather than fold, management moved 
it into another house and, miracu- 
lously, it gained new life, quickly 
coming to the fore and, almost over 
night, finding itself a smash. It was 
then that bidding for it started from 
all sides, with American show and | 
film managements all competing and 
the two deals with the Shuberts and 
Paramount eventuating. 





Milliken’s Spiel 
Charlotte, N. C., July 27. 
Carl E. Milliken, secretary of the 
Motion Producers and Distributors 
of America, Inc., and head of its 
public relations department, spoke 
at the Second Southern Area Insti- 
tute of Human Relations at Chapel 





The film official was one of three 
speakers at the session that con- 
cerned ‘Three Instruments Which 
He spoke on 
Other speakers at this | 





dents of her career, in which she] session were George V. Denny, Jr., 


emphasizes the penalties of illicit use! on “The Radio,’ and Paul Green, 


of dope, 


oni 
‘The Press.’ 


+ 


SUDDEN PANIC 
ON 1997- 


Pik 


Few Majors Claim Head- 
way Made on New Film 
Deals—Selling, Belated at 
First, Fast Being Con-| 
summated by Certain Ac- 
counts, But Spotty 





HOW THEY LINE UP 





With considerable suddenness that 
suggests a possible panicky feeling 
over film supply as this season’s buys 
run out, various product deals are | 
being closed throughout the country 
by the major distributors but some | 
of the companies, according to home} 
office sales and theatre buyer check- | 
ups, are apparently in a more ad-| 
vantageous position right now to 
stampede accounts into signing up 
than others. This partly traces to 
what certain companies have turned 
out this year, what faith they have 
kept with accounts, how well up on 
deliveries they have been, and what} 
terms for 1937-38 pictures they have | 
been agreeable to make. On the 
whole, the buys so far do not ada 
up very impressively, nowever. 

Twentieth-Fox, Metro and Univer- 
sal claim a good headway on deals 
for the new season’s product, while 
others are indicating no _ specific 
progress by citing contracts that are 
signed or, as one general sales man- 
ager puts it, are taking their time 
this year in negotiating terms and 
conditions. One such company is 
RKO, while Warner Bros. is an- 
nouncing only three major deals 
now and United Artists one. Para- 

(Continued on page 20) 


MG TO PRODUCE 








ON KORDA’S LOT 





London, July 27. 

Alexander Korda and a represent- 
ative of the Prudential Insurance Co. 
will meet Metro’s executive in Paris 
to arrange for Metro to produce at 
Korda’s London studio, with new 
deal commencing in September. 

Robert Kane’s 20th-Fox unit is al- 
ready located there, but there is am- 
ple space for other outside produc- 
tions. 


COWDIN FLIES WEST 





12 HOURS OFF BOAT 





J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of 
Universal board, who arrived from 
Europe Monday (26), planed out to 
the Coast the same day to attend the 
funeral of Garretson Dulin, a mem- 
ber of the board and a personal 
friend. He boarded a plane after 
having been in N. Y. less than 12 
hours in order to be in Pasadena for 
the funeral yesterday (Tues.). 

Cowdin was in Europe aout six 


weeks, having left N. Y. June 16 for | 
a tour of inspection of U exchanges | 


and representative offices. He had 
no comment to make on possible 
English setup. Nor was there defi- 
nite word on whether or not ‘The 
Road Back’ would play in Germany, 
it being intimated that it was strict- 
ly up to Hitler’s government to de- 
cide that. 

Cowdin is due back in Manhattan 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 





Johnson Stays On 


Hollywood, July 27. 





Nunnally Johnson’s producing con- | 


tract at 20th-Fox has been extended 
one year, 

Johnson will screenplay all his 
productions now, preparing ‘Jesse 
James’ and ‘Mr. Nickleby Sits Down.’ 


G DEAL 








§ BEGIN 





———--% 





Wall St. Cool on UA? 





The Alexander Korda-Samuel 
Goldwyn deal for cong» of 
United Artists for $6,0V),000 is 
at the point where several of 
the most prominent money-find- 
ers are nosing into the situation 
trying to land the necessary 
money or banker connections, 
in order to make a commission 
on the deal. 

Neither the Korda forces in 
London nor the Goldwynites on 
the Coast or in the east have 
been able thus far to persuade 
Wall Street to put up the re- 
quired option money. This op- 
tion runs out Dec. 1. 

Goldwyn himself has been 
quite active contacting bankers 
on the situation, The matter is 
at a standstill. 

Merger talk involving the U. 
A. outfit continues. First it was 
with Paramount. Lately RKO 
is being mentioned. 


WILCOX - RKO 
IN PROD. DEAL 
FOR LONDON 











London, July 27. 


with Radio for world distribution of 
‘Victoria the Great’ is going to lead 
to a closer affiliation between his 
unit and RKO and a contract will 
shortly be closed for big-scale Brit- 
ish production here to cover RKO’s 
quota obligations under the more 
stringent new legislation. 

Wilcox sailed for N. Y. last week 
with a couple of prints of his 
picture, and is dated to contact Leo 
Spitz and Ned Depinet during his 
visit. RKO-Radio prez and v.p. are 
expected to make the return journey 
with him, so as to 0.0. his outfit and 
production facilities before signing. 


FRANKLIN THEATRES 
TO BECOME RAMISH’S 


Los Angeles, July 27. 

Adolph Ramish, financial head of 
the Franklin Theatres in Honolulu, 
is sailing in September for a two- 
| month stay on the islands. 
| He has plans for a new 1,000- 
|seater in Honolulu, and also to 
|change the name of the theatre- 
| distribution organization, inasmuch 
|as he acquired the interests of J. J. 
Franklin recently. 


Fairbanks, Jr, Through 














| 
| 





London, July 18. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., who ar- 
rived here last week, sails west again 
in six weeks to take up further pic- 
ture assignments in Hollywood. De- 
clares he is back here purely on va- 


cation and, asked about the future || 


plans of Criterion Films (unit of 
| which he shares control with Marcel 


Hellman), says he neither knows nor | | 


| cares. 

| Junior Fairbanks definitely will 
'make no more pictures here this 
| year. 


Landers’ ‘Basement’ 


Hollywood, July 27. 
Lew Landers draws the directorial 
assignment on RKO’'s ‘Love in the 
Basement,’ Maury Cohen production. 
Starting date has been set for 
Aug. 1. 


Looks like Herbert Wilcox’s deal | jatter he would be free and unham- 


With Bnit. Production | 





Goldwyn-UA Merger Talk with Par 


~ Up Again, Latter to Finance But Not 
Jo Restrict Goldwyn on Production 


Hollywood, July 27. 


What gives indication of being the 
forerunner to a United Artists-Sam 
Goldwyn amalgamation with Para- 
mount, shortly, are the negotiations 
for the withdrawal of the $5,000,000 
suit filed in Federal Court here by 
Paramount against Goldwyn last 
July, charging him with persuading 
and enticing Gary Cooper away from 
the Paramount fold and signing him 
to a three-year contract for two pic- 
tures annually, while Paramount was 
still negotiating a deal for the actor's 
continued services. This peace move 
is said to have followed overtures 
Paramount made eight weeks ago to 
Goldwyn that would provide the coin 
for him and Korda to purchase the 
major United Artists holdings so that 
the companies could be merged. 

Recently, when Stanton Griffis, 
chairman of the Paramount finance 
committee, was here, he is reported 
to have visited Goldwyn and stressed 
the importance of a UA-Goldwyn 
tie-in with Paramount that would 
benefit both. 


Goldwyn is said to have at first 
turned down the part-coin offer, but 
is said to be wavering while await- 
ing word from his financial rep, Dave 
Rose, now seeking the coin in Lon- 
don with Alexander Korda. Report 
is that not much headway is being 
made there, with Goldwyn figuring, 
if necessary, he might get the Para- 
mount coin and bring about the mer- 
ger in both production and distribu- 
tion. 

Griffis and Goldwyn 

Griffis, during his talk with Gold- 

wyn, is reported to have told the 


pered in production operation and 
that there would be no executive 
company obstacles in his way were 
he to come into the fold as produc- 
tion chief. Following the Griffis 
meeting, Paramount and Goldwyn 
attorneys began sessions leading to 


(Continued on -page 31) 
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Goldwyn Profits Blurb Barrage 
After His Mrs. Roosevelt “Apology 


4 





Hollywood, July 27. 
Numerous explanations and apol- 
ogies as result of stories concerning 
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt's job ef 
‘advertising’ writing for Samuel 
Goldwyn’s ‘Stella Dallas’ were in- 
spired by editorial comment dished 

out by anti-administration papers. 
First stories went out with a great 
flare of press agentry, announcing 
that Mrs. Roosevelt had been hired 
by Goldwyn to write blurbs for his 
new picture. Associated Press yarn 
got a heavy play all over the coun- 
try, but the anti-Roosevelt press fol- 
lowed through with editorials indi- 
cating that Mrs. Roosevelt was be- 


coming a bit too commercial, what, 


with magazine articles, radio talks 
and now motion picture advertising. 
This in spite of the fact that the pro- 
ceeds go to charity. The price paid 
has been carefully guarded. 

George T. Bye, New York literary 
agent who handles Mrs. Roosevelt's 
pen output, had anticipated the pos- 
sibility of objections. his original 
deal with Jock Lawrence, Goldwyn 
publicity chief, he had stipulated 
that Goldwyn would have to cover 
up with any necessary explanations, 
The result was (1), Goldwyn’s state- 
ment that he had not engaged Mrs. 
Roosevelt to write an advertisement, 
but that she had written an editorial 
concerning ‘Stella Dallas’ and had 
‘graciously permitted me to buy it 
and use it in a series of advertise- 
ments,’ and (2), a second publicity 
barrage for Goldwyn and ‘Stella 
Daltas.’ 

However, the facts are somewhat 
contrary to the above. The dope is 


(Continued on page 63) 


PAR’S 2D QUARTER 
EARNINGS $1,307,000 


Paramount yesterday (Tues.) es- 
timated that its earnings for the 
second quarter this year ended July 
3 last at $1,307,000 after all charges 
including interest, Federal taxes 
(excepting undistributed profits 
taxes), depreciation and _ reserves, 
This estimate does not include 
around $340,000 represented by Par’s 
direct or indirect interest as a stock- 
holder in the earnings of non-con- 
solidated subsidiaries. Earnings in 
such subsidiaries for the quarter 
would bring the total to an aggre- 
gate $1,647,000. 

Outstanding as of July 3 were 
148,245 shares of convertible first 
preferred stoek and 571,751 shares 
of second preferred. After deducting 
$308,130 of dividends accrued for the 
quarter on the outstanding preferred, 
there remains $998,870, representing 
4lc. a share on the 2,407,505 shares 
of common outstanding on July 3. 
Computed on the estimated earnings 
and interest in undistributed earn- 
ings of subsidiaries, it would amount 
to 65c. 

By applying $800,000 of inventory 
reserve set up as of Dec. 28, 1935, 
the consolidated results of the quar- 
ter would amount to a loss of $477,- 
461. Results include from June 4 
the earnings of the former Olympia 
chain, assets of which were acquired 
by Par on that date. Olympia had 
been in receivership simce 1932. 


Loy, Russell, Douglas, 
Tone in ‘Four Marys’ 











Hollywood, July 27. 

Metro’s ‘The Four Marys’ will 
have Myrna Loy, Rosalind Russell, 
Franchot Tone and Melvtyn Doug- 
las as east toppers, with eameras 
skeded to roll around Aug. tf. 

Film will be made from Fanny 
Heaslip Lea’s novel. Richard Therpe 
directs and Louis D. Lighton pro- 
duces. 





Gladys George’s Torcher 


Hollywood, July 27. 
Gladys George has completed the 


recording of “You're Setting Me on 
Fire,’ torch song warbled for Metro’s 


‘Madame X.’ 


Tune was authored by Chet For- 


rest and Bob Wright. 





CHASE GOES COLLEGIATE 
Hollywood, July 27. 


Charlie Chase gets comedy role in 
Columbia’s ‘College Hero,’ which goes 


into production around Aug. 15. 


Contract contains an option clause 


for a second pic. 





Scotching the Press 





Hollywood, July 27. 

Novelty of theatre cocktail 
party, first time ever held be- 
fore an afternoon preview, had 
Par’s p.a’s in a dither when 
none of the critics would quit 
the bar in the lobby of the 
Fox Westwood house for their 
seats inside the theatre, where 


‘High, Wide and Handsome’ 
was due to unroll. 
P.a’s finally, in desperation, 


were about to lure crix in- 





doors with ‘Drinks now being 
served in the seats, outside bar 
being closed, when cooler 
heads prevailed and projection- 
ist threw on a newsreel. 

That brought critics to their 
seats, many of them with their 
highballs still in their hands. 














U Neophytes Slated 


For Talent Parade in 
‘Youth’ Filmustker 


Hollywood, July 27. 
Universal's young player list will 


have plenty chance to show talent in 
the studio’s 
which Charles R. Rogers has assigned 
Joe Pasternak to produce. 


‘Youth Marches On,’ 


Already 
handed parts in this one are Barbara 


Read, Nan Gray, Jean Rogers, Wil- 


liam Lundigan, Henry Hunter, Kent 
Taylor and Robert Wilcox. Picture 
will be a comedy with music, screen- 
play by Elliott Gibbons. 

Pasternak is currently working on 
‘Yesterday's Kisses’ and ‘Three 
Smart Girls Go to Town.’ 


PIX NAMES TO FRONT 
FOR JOHN MONTAGUE 


Hollywood, July 27. 

Large group of picture names have 
gone to the front for John Montague, 
Hollyweood’s golfing phenom, sending 
messages to Gov. Frank Merriam in 
Sacramento in a battle to escape ex- 
tradition to face a New York robbery 
charge several years old. Bing 
Crosby, Guy Kibbee, Charlie Case, 
Humphrey Bogart, Spencer Tracy. 
Bert Wheeler, John Willard, Monte 
Brice, Frank Craven, Clyde Cook, 
Howard Hawks, J. M. Young, Tom 
Kennedy, W. Scott Darling, Warren 
Duff, Allan Lane, Scott Dunlap, 
Lloyd Nolan; Gordon Jennings, Paul 
Schofield, Robert F. MeGowan, Peter 
Milne and others wrote Merriam who 
may hold a hearing here. 

Arraignment of Montague 
Municipal Court here Monday 
was postponed until Aug. 9. 





in 
(26) 





Flock of Paramounteers to 
Sail; Zukor, Morros, Etc. 


Among Paramount people going 
abroad, Boris Morros sails tomorrow 
(Thurs,)}, Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Zuker 
on Aug. 25 and Rouben Mamoulian, 
who just completed ‘High, Wide and 
Handsome, leaves next Wednes- 
day (4). 

It’s business and pleasure for the 
Zukors, vaeation only for Mamou- 
lian and a trip to visit an il} mother 
for Morros. Zukors will be gone 
about six weeks, while Morros plans 
returning Aug. 18. 

Barney Balaban, president of Par, 
was recently on the other side, while 
still to return from there is Chris 
Dunphy, Coast publicity-advertising 
head. 





Hollywood, July 27. 

Boris Morros, Paramount’s musie 
department head, sails from New 
York with Mrs. Morros Thursday 
(29) for Paris. Thence he'll fly to 
Leningrad to visit his mother, who 
is ill. 

Later he plans to attend the Salz- 
burg music festival, returning te 
N. Y. August 18. 





Nelson Eddy Terping 


Hollywood, July 27. 

Nelson Eddy is being prepped for 
his role with Eleanor Powell in 
Metro’s ‘Rosalie’ by taking heofing 
lessons from Albertina Rasch. 

Miss Powell will do a terp number 
with Eddy and also has a number of 
dances with Ray Bolger. 


| the same territory, the Central States 





i be 
i films this fall, first of whieh will be | 


| Fargo’ 


VICTOR, OL’ PAL 





Schertzinger Tags Nime Fermer 
Vaude Dancers for GN Filmusical 





Hollywood, July 27. 

Victor Schertzinger has spotted 
nine former vaude terps for dancing 
parts in Grand National’s ‘Some- 
thing to Sing About.’ 

Ineluded are Harland Dixon, of 
Doyle and Dixon; Johnny Boyle, of 
Boyle and Brazil; Johnny (Skins) 
Miller and Buck Mack, of Miller and 
Mack; Pat Moran, of Clifford and 
Moran; Jim Toney, of Toney and 
Norman; Joe Bennett, of Bennett 
and Richards; Joe Niemeyer and 
Eddie Allen, both singles. 


BLANK-PAR SET 
ON THEIR DEAL 


Long delayed partnership deal be- | 
tween Paramount and the A. H. 
Blank jnterests in the midwest, com- 
bining two eircuits into one perma- 
nent organization, has been com- 
pleted and awaits the approval of | 
the board of directors. This amounis | 
to a formality and will probably be 
announced by the directorate at its 
meeting tomorrow (Thurs.), unless a | 
postponement is taken. | 

Blank and his son, Myron, have 
been in New York two weeks work- 
ing out the complicated deal with Y. | 
Frank Freeman and other home of- | 
fice Paramount executives. Under | 
the new setup, the old buy-back | 
privilege held by Par under the 50- | 
50 operating partnership in the Tri- 
States circuit in ‘Iowa, Illinois and | 
Nebraska, is eliminated. This 50-50 | 
deal, with Par having an option to | 
take control of the circuit 100% | 
from Blank, was negotiated by S. A. | 
Lynch for the Par trustees during | 
bankruptcy. 

Meantime, Blank has _ independ- 
ently controlled another circuit in 

















chain. This group of around 40 the- 
atres is merged with the Tri-States 
group for a total of nearly 100 houses 
in whieh Par will now have a 50% 
interest and Blank 50%. 
Understanding is that the two cir- 
cuits will he operated as separate 
units, however, although having the 
same heads at Des Moines, including 
the Blanks, Ralph Branton, general | 
film buyer, and others. 


BARTHOLOMEW MAY 
SCRAM U.S. FOR BRIT. 








Ghos 











t Gucst-Colemmizne On The 


Coast Quite a Hectic Proposish 





Colbert’s Proviso 





Hellywood, July 27. 

Claudette Colbert's advent on 
the Warner Bros. lot for her 
chore in “Tonight’s Our Night’ 
(Tovarich’), co-starred with 
Charles Boyer, was marked by 
an early call to Eddie Seltzer’s 
press dept. for the specific re- 
quest that no publicity go out 
with any ghost-written stuff 
carrying the Colbert by-line. 

Star made it emphatie that 
this sort of printer’s ink build- 
up fraught with too much 
danger and personal displeas- 
ure since (1) the public, by and 
large, is no longer fooled, and 
(2) after seeing some of the 
stuff ascribed to her, under her 
own by-line, it’s nothing te 
brag about, 


is 





+ 











Holly wood, July 27. 
Freddie Bartholomew may do a 


Hollywood fadeout and go back to | 


} 


his adepted parent, can get what she 
figures as being a proper salary tilt | 
from Metro. 

Several months ago she asked for 
a boost from $1,100 to $3,000 a week. | 
Studio, which still has him under a | 
four-year contract, countered with a | 
$2,000 offer, which Bartholomew’s | 
aunt nixed and said she would take | 
the boy out of the country and pic- | 
tures. This is due to a contract | 
Metro now has prohibiting his ap- 
pearance in pic, radio or stage with- 
out its permission during the life of 
the ticket. 

Aunt claims kid is getting close to 
the adolescent state, which would 
limit his earnings to -a couple of 
years, and wants to get enough coin 
to prepare him in an educational | 
way for his maturity and career. 


Martha Raye, Bob Burns 





| 


Hollywood, July 27. | 
Martha Raye and Bob Burns will 
co-starred in two Paramount |} 





‘Ensenada,’ to be produced by 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr. Seeond has 
not yet been titled but will be pro- 
duced under supervision of William 
LeBaron as a general office pro- 
duction. 

Burns will complete his current 
assignment in Frank Lloyd’s “Wells 
before stepping into | 
‘Ensenada.’ 





Barzett, La Rue P.A.’s 

Hollywood, July 27. 

Vince Barnett starts a personal | 
appearance tour by soloing at the | 
Rivoli, Portland, Ore., Aug. 6. 
Following this he joins Jack La- 
Rue for combo p.a.’s opening Aug. 
19 at Kansas City, thence to the Ori- 








ental, Chicago, for one stanza. 


England unless his Aunt Myllicent, | 





Hecht-MacArthur Ask 
Constance Bennett’s 


Exam. Before Trial 


An order directing Constance Ben- 
nett to appear for examination be- 
fore trial of her breach of contract 
suit against Ben Hecht and Charles 
MacArthur will be asked for today 
‘Wednesday ) in N. Y. supreme court 
by the writers’ attorney, Howard E. 
Reinheimer. The attorney will also 
demand that Miss Bennett be more 
specific in her complaint. 

She claims Hecht and MacArthur 
ran out om am agreement alleged te 
have been made in 1935 for them to 
write a story and seenario for her, 


| the picture to be completed by May 


1, 1936. She avers paying the writ- 
ers $2,500 on account. Their failure 
to come through ecost her $60,000 
which she could have collected on 
another picture contract which she 
turned dowm because of the agree- 
ment with the defendants. She is 
now demanding the $62,500, plus in- 
terest from the writers. 


Defendants claim they couldn’t 
have entered an agreement with 
Miss Bennett because they were 


under exelusive contract with Para- 
mount and that she was aware of 
this faet at the time of the alleged 


agreerment. Knowing this, they claim, | 


any agreement they may have en- 
tered into wes void. Anyway, they 
deelare, A. €. Blumenthal and not 
Miss Bennett, has a kick, if any, as 
her rep. 


Hollywood. July 27. 
Charles MacArthur has checked 
into the Metro writing department 
to start work on his eontraet. 
First assignment is an untitled 
seript being prepared for Bernard 
Hyman preduetion. 


CHATTERTON TO PARIS 
FOR BRITISH ‘RAT’ PIC 


London, July 20. 
Ruth Chatterton’s debut in British 
pictures is in ‘The Rat’ for Herbert 
Wileox, and it is being started in 
Paris. Unit has gone there to start 
the job, so as to shoot exteriors on 
the boulevards. 





| Anton Walbrook has the male lead } 
| opposite Miss Chatterton in this re- 


Set fer 2, ‘Ensenada’ 1 |make of Ivor Novello’s play, and 


Jack Raymond is megging. 


Unit comes home to London in a 
fortnight to shoot the interiors. 


Geza Herczeg’s Frau 
Jommg Him in H’wood 


Berlin, July 27. 

Leopoldine Konstantin, legit ac- 
tress, left for the U. S. Friday ¢23) 
to visit her husband, Geza Herezeg, 
who is en the Warner writing staff. 
Will motor from New York to Holly- 
wood. 

Miss Konstantin has just com- 
pleted a 300-time run in a German 
version of Oscar Wilde’s ‘Woman of 
No Importance,’ in Vienna and Ber- 
lin. After which she _ switched 
tongues and played it in the original 
for a few performances at the Eng- 
lish theatre, Berlin. 








By FRANK SCULLY 
Hollywood, July 27, 

Energy wasted by columnists pre- 
moting others to do their columns 
for a week or a month, so that the 
columnists themselves can enjoy a 
vacation at full pay, has been com- 
puted to exceed what boys and girls 
would have needed if they had done 
the job themselves in the first place 

Promoting has got so ridic that 
one columnist in the lower bracket 
is writing five columns in the name 
of guest stars for a columnist in 
the upper brackets and, as a conse- 
quence, scribber in the lower orders 
is going around promoting others te 
write guest columns for him. 

Guest columnists contacted, of 
course, rarely write the columns 
which go out under their names, but 
still they have to be consulted and 
time has to be consumed dodging 


the issue and then finally saying 


okay, 


Just any old column won't de for 
the columnist on vaeash. It has te 
be good, but not toe good. It can 
be clever, but it mustn't be toe 
elever. It may flatter the star, but 
it mustn’t star the flatterer. Most 
of all, it must make the columnist 
on vacash missed. He or she must 
be missed so much it hurts. 

Nebodies who caich these assign- 
ments om second and third bounces 
are beginning to beef that not enly 
do they get tougher assignments 
than the columnists assign them- 
selves, but they get the jobs in the 
off season when nobody reads news- 
papers anyway. 

Even little Harriet Parsons. sub- 
bing for Mother Lolly, threw eut 
a curve in her first column to the 
effect that it couldn't always be a 


-eoincidence that L. O. P. turned the 


Universal Service column over te 
her daughter im the midst ef the 
summer slump. 

Eddie Cantor, top chump fer 
these guest columns, got credit for 
two in a week—Walter Winchell 
and Jimmy Starr. His Starr col 


was a beef, engineered by Harry 
Brand of 20th Century-Fox where 
Cantor is so busy right now making 
‘Ali Baba Goes to Town’ he doesn't 
know his elbow from his elbow. 

So half the column that one of 
Brand’s aides turned out in Cantor’s 
name was devoted to telling hew 
much crust columnists have in ask- 
ing stars already at work to do their 
work for them. A fair trade, Can- 
tor hinted, would be for the cole 
umnist to make Cantor's picture 
while he (Cantor) wrote the col- 
umnist’s col. Which would be alt 
right if Cantor wrote the col in the 
first place, but since the thing was 
a synthetic job in which Canter, 
Brand, Starr and a couple of studie 
p.a.’s had a hand, a straight trade 
of talent isn’t as simple as it sounds. 

Furthest south among these mute, 
inglorious Miltons who have te dig 
up 30 columns somehow io get a 
month’s vacation themselves is a 
chap who runs a good but ebseure 
column jn a local paper. In order te 
support the column jn the style to 
which it has become accustomed he 
recently took a job at a studio at 
$90 a week in the public relations 
dept. He is supposed to do one stu- 
dio feature a day, but columnisis on 
vacation are asking for fillers by- 
lined by the stars. So this columnist 
finds himself doing five columns for 
other columnists, in addition to his 
own daily grind, which he does at 
night when his studio routine is eut 
of the way. 


MASSEY STRICKEN 
ON ‘HURRICANE’ PIC 


Holly wood, July 27. ; 

Stricken on Goldwyn’s ‘Hurricane 
set, Raymond Massey, English aeter, 
was diagnosed as suffering from @ 
blood clot in his leg. 

He’s bedded in the Good Samaritan 
hospital for at least three weeks. 
Yesterday (Monday) was to have 
been his last day on the pic and he 
had reservations to sail for Londen. 











Marsh, Oliver’s ‘Trouble’ 


Hollywood, July 27. 


Republic has handed Marian 
Marsh the femme lead in ‘Trouble 
for Two,’ to be put into production 


this week by Phil Rosen, who als¢@ 
will direct. 

Gordon Oliver went over on /oaA 
from Warners to play the male lead. 
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What's Back of the Par Boycott? 





it seems. 


bargo’ 


trade. 


siderably. 
$6,000,000 to $8,000,000. 


ually, rather than en masse. 


is on the Hollywood end. 


production costs. 


head, etc. 





Few of the provocators interested in the exhibitor embargo against 
Paramount are giving the economic angle of that situation any thought, 


From the company standpoint, to have released certain of the ‘em- 
product under current contracts might mean a serious and 
heavy cost inclusion on the company’s books for this season. 

Pictures for which the exhibs are squawking, because of failure to 
obtain for playdates, are among the costliest in the history of the firm 
and, if released on the 1936-37 schedule, might have tipped the Para- 
mount overhead considerably by several millions. 

Thus, as a book item, by shifting such product to the new season, 
their writeoffs and costs can be allocated to the following year, thus 
easing the overhead strain for the current season. 

It’s bookkeeping stuff but necessary and not altogether new in the 


It’s now fairly well known in the trade that Paramount’s 
costs during the presently ending season have been overboard con- 
Unofficial accounts have this excess cost running from 


Paramount has got to figure means for absorbing such costs 
that’s an ‘angle for everybody to figure in the current dilemna. 

Whether the indie exhibs’ embargo moves will help other firms is 
among those angles experts in the trade are trying to figure. 

How strong the embargo may be will actually 
Paramount begins handling some of the protesting 
That hasn’t been begun yet. 

Adolph Zukor, studio chieftain of Par, is about to head for Europe, 
so the situation looks to be up to Barney Balaban, 
company, and Neil Agnew, sales chief. 
involves both distribution and production, 


Balaban and Stanton Griffis, downtown chieftain of Par, 
to the company’s studios to inquire into product costs. 
4° move is something, also, for the whole country. 
Embargo shows how such matters can have great 
effect in other directions than mere studio routine, operating over- 


picture 


, and 


be known when 
groups, individ- 


president of the 
For Paramount, the problem 
The origin, if anything, 


journeyed 
This embargo 
It has to do with 








Stravinsky Sues Warners Over Use 
Of Firebird Music in Pic; ‘Inartistic 


Paris, July 18. 

Suit which Igor Stravinsky brought 
against Warners has given three 
French judges an_ extraordinary 
task. Stravinsky claims that the 
manner in which Warners used parts 
of his ‘Firebird’ symphony in a film 
of the same name affected his moral 
rights as an artist and that his repu- 
tation and work might suffer as a 
result. He is asking for damages 
amounting to 300,000 francs which, 
at the time the suit was filed, was 
¢lose to $15,000 but due to recent de- 
valuation of the franc is now only 
about $12,000. 


After a legal skirmish, the three 
udges of the Third Chamber of the 
vivil Chamber of the Seine decided 
he only possible way to discover 
whether the maestro’s moral rights 
ad been affected would be to see 
the film. It was decided that a copy 
of the pic would be shown at a 
neighboring house so the judges 
tould see and hear for themselves. 


Me. Albert Le Bail, attorney for 


- the composer, states that the music 


Was jumbled and the finale of the 
work was used in the opening mo- 
ments of the film. Further, he claims 
that the score of ‘The Firebird’ was 
mixed with old waltzes of Vienna. 
Furthermore the mood of the who- 
unit and Stravinsky’s piece are not 
the least bit alike. 


Me. Suzanne Blum, representing 
Warners, countered with the argu- 


‘Ment that the film played in the 


rger capitals of Europe more than 
100 times and there was not a peep 
Out of the composer at the time, the 
Spring of 1935. 


It is now up to the judges to de- 
tide. And they’re thinking it over 
in typical, leisurely fashion. 





Par Talks Roadshowing 
‘Angel’ and ‘Buccaneer’ 





On Broadway with ‘High, Wide 
now at the Astor, 
and going into the Globe, N. Y., with 
‘Souls at Sea’ Aug. 3, Paramount may 
ave two other road shows this fall 
follow these. Company is dis- 
ae, with Harry Brandt the 
ea of having the Globe later on 
me ngel’ (Lubitsch-Dietrich), which 
~ shortly be ready. It may also 
Sadshow ‘Buccaneers,’ which Cecil 
- de Mille is making. 
hie — the Astor for seven weeks 
B oew'’s and the Globe from | 
randt for four weeks. 


+ 
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WB Can’t Use ‘H’ wood 
Hotel’ as Film’s Title 


Hollywood, July 27. 

Trouble over clearing the title, 
‘Hollywood Hotel,’ has caused War- 
ners to now dub the pic ‘Hollywood 
Bandwagon.’ Studio is using the 
original story, but it now appears 
that Louella Parsons won't be in the 
film. 

Cast includes Dick Powell, Bette 
Davis, Ginger Rogers, Benny Good- 
man’s orch, Glenda Farrell, Hugh 

Herbert and Frank McHugh, 


N.W. ALLIED'S 
PAR-PICKET 
PLANS 


Minneapolis, July 27. 

Northwest Allied is all set to picket 
the Paramount exchange and all the- 
atres showing its theatres, starting 
next Monday (2), W. A. Steffes, the 
organization’s president, says. Twin 
City independent exhibitors them- 
selves will carry the banners in front 
of the exchange, declaring Para- 
mount unfair to theatre owners, but 
pickets will be employed to handle 
the strickebreaking Publix theatres, 
according to Steffes. 

Names of the members of the 
Northwest Allied ‘strike committee’ 
in this date strike resulting from 
Paramount's action in withholding 
seven pictures from its 1936-37 con- 
tract will not be divulged, Steffes 
says. Location of the various ‘strike 
headquarters’ also will be kept se- 
cret, he says. 

Nearly 300 theatres in the terri- 
tory have signed up to pull all Para- 
mount dates and to buy no Para- 
mount new-season product until the 
company surrenders completely and 
agrees to deliver the seven pictures 
in oe, Steffes claims. 


Barbier’ s Flu 


Hollywood, July 27. 
George Barbier is recovering from 
a severe attack of lobar pneumonia. 
He will be confined to his home 
another week. 














|into Par theatres. 
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|ANALYSIS OF ALL 
MAJOR PROGRAM 


Almost 20% of Promised 





1936-37 Films, From the | 
Major Companies, Will | 
Not Be Sold This Siac 
Paramount’s 6 Holdout 
Pix, Therefore, Not the 


Only Ones 





IMPORTANT ISSUE 


By ROY CHARTIER 

Exhibitors who are presently 
steamed up against Paramount be- 
cause of its failure to give them six 
pictures which are sorely wanted un- 
der this season’s contracts, may find 
that as many as 110 pictures, an- | 
nounced by the 11 leading producer- 
distributors, out of a grand total of 
571, may not come through. The like- | 
lihood that the staggering figure on 
failures will reach as high as 110, 
or nearly 20% of the number of fea- 
tures promised, is not remote. 

While failure of distributors to de- 
liver the product they have an- 
nounced and sold has been a common 
practice for many years, this sea- 
son the deficit will probably set an 
all-time high. Possibility that the | 
missing features will run about one- 
fifth of the total expected is based 
on deliveries to date, plus releases 
that are scheduled through to Aug. 
1 and in a few cases beyond the lat- 
ter date. Since new season’s releases 
for 1937-38 are starting out during 
August, the chances aren’t good that 
the apparent deficits can or will be 
reduced except for a handful of pic- 
tures, 

Some distributors are ciaiming to 
accounts that the full totals an- 
nounced will be delivered, yet re- 
lease schedules through July are 
quite aways behind, while some oth- 
ers are not indicating what they will 
complete and send out as 1936-37 
pictures. Carry-overs, except for 
some instances, are also a guess. 

The 571 features promised for this 
season ('36-’37) include westerns, 
foreign-mades and reissues, while 
failure on delivery also considers 
these supplemental feature-lengths. 
Total of 571 is also based on an- 
nouncements where a maximum 
number of pictures were promised 
at convention and selling time last 
summer, Three _ producer-distribs 
announced flexible programs of this 
character—20th-Fox, Metro and 
Gaumont-British—while the other 
eight companies stuck to set figures, 
setting no minimums. Paramount, 
one of the latter, announced a pro- 
gram of 65 features, plus six Hop- 
along Cassidy westerns. 

May Alter Contracts 

It is Par which has been singled 
out for attack on failure to meet 
deliveries, with the issue becoming 
so tense among exhibitors on a burn | 
over six features they have specified 
and want badly, that there is no tell- | 

| 
| 











ing how far this type of warfare may 
be carried. The upshot of the heat 
that is being turned on Par for 
something it and other distributors | 
have done for years, may develop | 
into radical changes in film con- 
tracts and selling. 

Just what position the chains of 
various distributors would take un- 
der such developments is question- | 
able, although it is no secret that 
frequently the theatres which are 
under control of producer-distribut- 
ing companies engage in fights with 
the distributing branches that are 
just as hotly contested as when with 
indepedent exhibitors. The theatre 
chains of WB, Fox, Paramount, RKO 
and Metro deal as well with the dis- 
tributing companies of competitors 
and, even if giving their own sales 
branches a bit of an edge, do not 
have the reputation of signing their 
box offices away carelessly. On a 
deal where Warners selling its 
product to Par, where Paramount is 
selling its pictures to Loew’s, where 
Metro is working on a deal to go 
or where Warne 
(Continued on page 29) 
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| his return, 


|ing as well as provide penalty for 


| sive contract with RKO to make two 


Par Date Strike Against Philly 
Exchange Gets Under Way Next 
Mon. (2); Concentrated Campaign 





Very Much on Job 





Twentieth-Fox’s home office 
in New York, only one that’s 
air-cooled throughout, is so 
much more comfortable than 
home or other places on hot 
days that employees are com- 
ing in earlier and staying later. 


INDIES’ NATL 
‘STRIKE’ YS. 
PAR SET 


Columbus, July 27. 

P. J. Wood, chairman of the in- 
dies’ national ‘strike’ against Para- 
mount, returned here from commit- 
tee meeting in Chicago Friday (23) 
with declaration that ‘the tardiness | 
of exhibitors in signing 1937-38 con- 
tracts is giving Paramount consid- | 
erable anxiety. | 

‘If only 4,000 theatres refrain from | 
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Philadelphia, July 27. 
More than 200 exhibs—approxi- 
mately 90% of those using Para- 
mount Pictures in this territory— 


have yanked August dates from the 
exchange in response to the United 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners’ 
drive for a better deal from Par 
on next season’s contracts. 

As plans for the date-and-buying 
strike continue, it is apparent that 
the Philly exhibs’ present move is 
the strongest concerted action ever 
taken by house operators here on 
any subject. Probably never in the 
country has an exchange had to 
battle stronger and better planned 
opposition, including the Metro 
strike in Chi several years ago. 

The date strike gets under way 
next Monday. Shore spots, which 
regularly play pix out of the can, 
will start their strike Sept. 7 to keep 
from chipping August biz. 

Opening gun will be a mass meet- 
ing in the Broadwood hotel at il 
a. m. In the afternoon, 300 houses 
will begin showing trailers explain- 
ing the strike and asking patrons not 
to see Par pix. Newspapers will 
carry two-column by 10-inch ads on 
amusement pages for the same pur- 


pose. 
Three sound trucks with huge 
banners will also be employed. 


playing the Paramount product dur- | They will be stationed near, or in 


ing the coming season, its. income 
will be reduced approximately 
$8,000,000, which represents the an- 
ticipated profits of the company dur- 
ing the coming year,’ Wood predict- 
ed in a ‘strike bulletin’ sent out on 


With representatives of 15 exhib- 
itor organizations present at the 
mecting in the Congress hotel in 
Chicago, the committee advocated 
the picketing of all Paramount ex- 
changes after Aug. 1—date when the 
strike is scheduled to get under way 
—and picketing of theatres violating 
the ‘strike.’ 

Wood declared that reports sub- 
mitted at the meeting showed ‘an 
avalanche of cancellations by exhib- 
itors on Paramount product... far 
beyond the expectations of the com- 
mittee.’ 

The following wire was received 
at the meeting from the Independent 
Theatre Owners of Southern Cali- 
fornia: ‘At mass meeting on July 20 
was unanimously voted to cooperate 
in strike against Paramount. Exhib- 
itors represented at meeting have 
already pulled dates on Paramount 
from Aug. 1 to Sept. 15, which in- 
cludes Paramount Week and com- 
mittee has been formed to contact 
theatre owners not present at meet- | 





ra kers.’ 


RUBY KEELER’S $40,000 | 
A PIC FOR 2 AT RADIO 


Hollywood, July 27. 
Ruby Keeler has signed an exclu- 








pictures a year, for a term of years, 
with the stipend increasing annually. 
First two pictures will be at around | 
$40,000 each, 

Initialer will be the new Lew 
Brown and Ray Henderson filmusi- | 





cal, ‘Love Before Freezing,’ which | 
will be made this fall, when Miss | 
Keeler returns from the east. Mitzi | 


Green and some of the young players | 
in ‘New Faces of 1937’ will appear 
in the film. 

Understood Miss Keeler’s compen- 
sation is at the same terms, with In- 
creases, as prevailed under her War- 
ner deal, which the star recently 
cancelled. 





Homolka to London 


Hollywood, July 27. 
Oscar Homolko left for London 
after the washup of ‘Ebb Tide’ at 
Paramount, 
He will do two pix for Gaumont- 
British before returning here in the 
fall 


} 


| by 


| exhibs 
| distributors. 


| the 


| for color at a confab between Leo 


front of, 
will 


houses playing Par. They 
also distribute half million 
(Continued on page 10) 


SO. CALIF. INDIES ALSO 
ALIGNING AGAINST PAR 


Los Angeles, July 27. 
Independent theatre operators 
throughout Southern California are 
being lined up solidly in the nation- 
wide embargo declared against Para- 
mount Pictures because of its as- 
serted failure to live up to contrac- 








| tual obligations on the 1936-37 pro- 


gram, through failure to deliver six 
features purportedly sold to exhibs 
at the start of that season. 

Following a mass meeting of ex- 
hibitors locally, at which 112 indie 
theatres were represented, avalanche 
of play dates set for August and 
early September were pulled, with 
theatre men on record as refusing 
to enter into negotiation for Par’s 
1937-38 product until the controversy 
over the previous season’s pictures is 
terminated. 

Indies who did not participate in 
the mass meeting have been notified 
registered mail that their failure 
to join in the strike or embargo will 
classify them as slackers. 

Six Par features, over which con- 
troversy arose, are: ‘Souls at Sea,” 
‘High, Wide and Handsome,’ ‘Angel,’ 
‘Artists and Models,’ ‘Spawn of the 
North’ and ‘Count of Luxembourg.’ 
Charge is made that these features 
were sold by Par as a part of the 
1936-37 program, but that instead, 
distributing organization has refused 
to deliver them and is adding them 
to the 1937-38 calendar, thereby con- 
stituting a violation of contract that 
fear may spread to other 





Astaire-Rogers’ Tinter 


Holly wood, July 27. 
RKO takes a flyer in Technicolor in 
next, as yet untitled Fred 
Astaire-Ginger Rogers co-starrer, fol- 





lowing Astaire’s soloer, ‘A Damsel 
in Distress.’ 
Several other p!Ix were considered 


M, 
Spitz and S. J. Briskin., 


Radio’s production of ‘Damsel,’ 
| Fred Astaire solo starrer, got the 
gun last week with Pandro S. Ber- 


man in the producer spot and George 


Stevens directing. 

Henry Berman will function as 
chief cutter on the picture and 
Charles Chase steps into his first 


assignment as production assistant, 
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Lefty Tries A Little Exploitation 
But It’s So Good It Keeps Em Away 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., July 27. 











Dear Joe:— 4 

Well, I just got back from Dallas in time to play the best picture we've 
had to the worst business we've had. And I can't figure it out because 
I did plenty of exploitation on the thing. ‘Captains Courageous’ was the 





picture. I had Aggie in the box office dressed like a sea captain, she 
made tlie costume herself, a sailor hat with the letters S. 5. Courageous | 
on it and a coat with brass buttons. She didn’t exactly look like a captain 
but she had the natives guessing. 

One dame asked Aggie was it a nautical picture? And Aggie said ‘Yeh, 
it’s nautical but nice.” You know Aggie don't help business much with 
her wise crackin.’ | 

Then I figgered it would be a great stunt to have a guy build a boat 
in front of the theatre. So I got the local carpenter and when he started 


working on it all the yokels crowded around him and he chased them all 
away; he claimed they bothered him and he couldn’t do his work. His | 
brother-in-law is the cop and he helped to keep the mob away. So that | 
didn’t help business any, either. 
and he had just about started the boat when we closed the picture. He 
made a beef about being paid for making the whole boat because he was 
willing to do it and it wasn’t his fault that the picture didn’t run longer. 
Well, I settled with him for a dozen ducats. Aggie said I sure know how 
to get even with people. 

I’m kinda worried about Aggie. she is losing weight worrying about 
the show we're gonna put on of our dancing school pupils* It seems 
ihat the kids have caught up with us, and now we gotta take dancing 
lessons ourselves so we can be one lesson ahead of our pupils. 
a swell layout, even if I do say so myself. 
Three Little Pigs. 
kosher kid and his old man wouldn't let him go into any pig number. 

Then we got a swell finale lined up, we cal! it the Cavalcade of Youth. 
lt originally was supposed to show all the kid stars from Jackie Coogan 
to the present day. 
because they all wanted their kid to play the part of Shirley Temple, 
so to end all the arguments we got them all doing Shirley Temple, but we 
still call it the Cavalcade of Youth, which I think is a swell title and 
which Aggie likes because it sounds so classy. 

I also got the banker guy I’ve been giving lessons to in a novelty act. 
He had a platform built that looks like a bank counter and on one side 
there’s a sign ‘Receiving Teller’ and on the other side there’s a sign 
‘Paying Teller’ Well, at the receiving teller end he does a nerve-roll, 
and it sounds pretty good when he does it. I figgered giving a banker 
a nerve-roll would be a cinch; then he dances over to the Paying Teller 
end and does an over-the-top, slow like, which shows how they pay out 
money. Of course, without him saying anything you wouldn't know 
what he was doing, but I wrote him some talk with it which, if they 
hear him, I am almost sure they will know what he is trying to do. It’s 
his own idea, he sez it’s all symbolical. That aint what Aggie calls it. 

Besides him we got a local that does a drum solo, and a guy that plays 
a tune on bottles. He only knows one tune. I saw him tie a string on his 
finger and when I ask him what's the idea of the string on his finger 
he sez it’s to remind him not to forget the tune. We expect a few more 
im-mature guys for the show and hope it will make us some dough 
because by the looks of Aggie we'll need it for her nervous breakdown 
after it’s over. 

You know, it’s a funny thing—before we had this dancing school we 
always loved kids, but now when you mention kids to Aggie she takes 
out a Flit-gun. These modern kids are awful fresh; the only resemblance 
they have to old-fashioned kids is they re young, 

Remember us to the boys and girls back there and we hope they are 
using their uppers and lowers regularly. . . SEZ 

Your PAL, 

LEFTY. 

P. S. If you hear of a good hoofer that’s already out this way that 
wants to be paid off with rosin ard Aggie’s cooking and a percentage of 
the net let me know. We don’t pay fares and he must like children— 
we want one of the teachers to like ‘em. 


GENL ADMISH Scranton, Pa., July 27. 
M. B. Comerford, general manager 
of the Comerford theatre enterprises 
UPPING at the time of his death last Novem- 
ber, left an estate valued at $1,312,- 
; ; letters of administration were asked 
Philadelphia, July 27. | for by his widow, the estate was 
Fall is going to see almost uni- | listed as having a value, in personal 
versal upping of admish prices in | Property, of “over $20,000," along 


474, according to an inventory filed 

by appraisers in court here. When 

ate. | with real estate worth $6,000. He 
both indie and chain houses here. “died intestate. 














screen. Many who are now doing 
}script treatments, etc., would be 
eligible. Around 1,000 would be 
in line for membership. 





We only had the picture for two days 20th Formally 
| 


We got | 
We got three kids doing the 
We had to replace one of them because he was a | 


Well. we had so much trouble with the mothers | 


Warner Bros., with about 80 houses | 


in the city, is carefully scrutinizing 
scales all the way from first-runs 
down to most insignificant nabes, 
with an eye to tilting. Execs, in 
some informal talks with indie ex- 
hibs, have let it be known that WB 
is willing to raise prices if the com- 
petition will. Nabe levels will prob- 
ably be upped before those at the 
premieres. 

General feeling that prices are go- 
ing skyward in fall became evident 
from propaganda United Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners is putting out 
in its date strike against Par. In 
all lists of reasons filmgoers shouldn't 
patronize houses playing Par, the 
fact that the new Par 
would make price-raising necessary, 
has been scrupulously avoided. Ex- 
hibs fear to bring up this point be- 
cause of their intention to tilt scales 


anyway. 
Reason for the jacking, of course, 
is upped film rentals, generally 


contracts 


‘higher operating costs and demands 
by unionized house employees fo! 
increase pay envelopes. 


| Stock in various companies of the 
|Comerford interests accounted for 
|the bulk of the estate. He had 
$47,776 on deposit in banks in this 
‘city, Wilkes-Barre, and New York. 
| Heading the list of stock holdings 
| were 3,333 shares in the Meco Realty 
(Co., valued at $375,906.21; 833% 
|shares in the Metropolitan Theatre 
'Co., valued at $126,219.71; 500 shares, 
Capital Theatre Co., Hazleton, $103,- 
013.23; 166 shares Comerford Theatre 
Co., Inc., $73,308.81; 55 shares, Car- 


| bondale Amus. Co., $347.15; 83 shares, | 


| Carbondale Theatre Co., $23,841; 33 
|shares, Edwardsville Amus. Co., 


EMBRYO SCRIVENERS 
SEEK UNION TIEUP, TOO 


Hollywood, July 27. 

Recognition of embryo writers— 
those who have sold stories but have 
never received screen credit—is be- 
ing contemplated by the Screen 
Playwrights, Inc. Juniors have asked 
to affiliate with the writers with the 
alternative of forming their own or- 
ganization and asking the National 
Labor Relations Board for recog- 


nition. 
Juvenile writers plan to limit 
membership to persons who are 


serving apprenticeship with idea of 
earning livelihood from writing for 





Takes Over Roxy 
Theatre Aug. | 





Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corp. 
assumes control by Sept. 1 of the 
| Roxy (N. Y.) theatre for the next 
20 years and it will become the New 
York show window for 20th’s fea- 
ture pictures pronto, Federal Judge 
Francis G. Caffey on Friday (23) 
| formally signed an order approving 
ithe theatre’s reorganization plan. 
|Under the arrangement 20th-Fox 
| will pay over $650,000 to finance the 
new corporation, the name of which 
had not yet been decided upon. 

Howard S. Cullman will remain as 
trustee, a job he has held for the 
past 10 years, until the theatre ac- 
tually changes hands. Judge Caffey 
directed Cullman to file a certified 





statement with the Court as to 
existing or disputed contracts or 
lobby leases pending. Twentieth 


Century has agreed to protect Cull- 
man from liability in any future 
suits which may arise involving 
transactions occurring during his re- 
gime. 

The loose ends of the plan, such as 
service_claims filed by numerous at- 
torneys. and also the Ted Healy sal- 
ary claim for $4,000, are expected to 
be disposed of at the final hearing 
before Judge Caffey on Aug. 11. 

On Friday, the Court gave notice 
that uniess Healy was represented at 
the next hearing he would toss out 
his claim. 

Under the new setup, the Roxy, 
as exhibitor, will pay 20th $2,500 
weekly for each feature picture, plus 
50% of gross receipts over $32,500 
and 65% over $40,000 gross. Roxy 
is to be licensed on all of 20th and 
Fox Movietone News shorts and 
cartoons, paying $13,000 yearly for 
the latter group. The theatre will 
be given the usual seven-day clear- 
ance in the Metropolitan area. The 
admission price will be decided upon 
by mutual agreement of both parties. 
Should any dispute arise during the 
first year the matter will be referred 
to an arbitration board appointed by 
the Court for settlement. 

Twentieth-Fox assumes the right 
to terminate the agreement should 
the new corporation at any time 
during the 20-year period become 
| insolvent. 
| The Roxy had a net loss of $8,137 
for the period from May 28-June 24, 
according to the report of Howard 
S. Cullman, trustee, which was filed 
yesterday (‘Tues.) in the Federal 
Court. The eash receipts for the 
period amounted to $103,203 and dis- 
bursements, $110,661. Admissions 
numbered 90.121. 








‘Firefly’ $5 Preem in L.A. 


Hollywood, July 27. 
World premiere of Metro’s ‘The 
| Firefly’ has been set for the Four- 
| Star theatre here Aug. 6. 
Film will open for a two-a-day 


} 


| $3,719: 388 shares, Federal Theatre | 
Co., $45,199.90; 66 shares, Forest |run with three shows on Sunday and 
City Theatre Co., $19,334; 333 shares, | $5.50 tops first night. 
|Hyde Park Amus. Co., $56,790.80; | 
1,150 shares, North Penn Theatres, | 
Inc., $157,195.66; 500 shares, Luzerne Union Theatre Co., $23,671; 333 
Theatre Co., $78,369.19; 133 shares, | shares, West Side Amus. Co., $55,- 
|Old Forge Amus. Co., $15,349; 75 | 910.48; 60 shares, Owego Amus. Co., 
shares, Parsons Amus. Co., $15,419; | $26,467.24; 12'%2 shares, Wayne Amus. 
66 2/3 shares, Penn York Utilities, | Co., $1,726.45. 
Inc., $5,340; 33 shares, Savoy Realty Comertord, nephew of Michae} E. 
Co., $1,611; 103 shares, Sayre Amus.|Comerford, head of the company, 
Co., $3,327; 83 shares, Shawnee, was killed in an automobile accident 
Amus. Co., $23,521; 132 1/3 shares, near here while en route to a foot- 
Shenandoah Theatres, Inc., $11,146.92; | ball game in New York on Nov, 20, 
‘66 2/3 shares, Sun Amus. Co.,| 1936. Frank C. Walker has been 











Hollywood Rumaroond a 


By Radie Harris 
Hollywood, July 27, 
When Robert Taylor sails for London to play the title role in ‘A Yan, 
at Oxford’ the gal who will draw the femme lead opposite him wil] 
be Maureen O'Sullivan. . ... Another MGMite who will join the exodus 
across the big pond is Clarence Brown, who will megaphone ‘Goodby 
Mr. Chips,’ with Robert Donat in the top spot—maybe. .. , If Herbert 
Marshall can obtain a temporary release from his contractual obligations 
at RKO, he'll return to Broadway this fall in Sam Behrman’s 


new 
for the Theatre Guild. <W. PRY, 

Barbara Stanwyck didn’t want to be influenced by Belle Bennett's 
interpretation of ‘Stella Dallas,” so she waited until after her own pree 
view to see the original version run off. 

The ingrown splinter in Charlotte Wynters’ foot that has been keeping 
her off the screen for the past nine months was finally operated 06; this 
week at the Good Samaritan hospital. ... When Andre Charlot arrives 
here (Aug. 2), he will be the house guest of Rowland Leigh. ., , Leigh 


is already planning in his honor a party at which the guests wil] be 
culled from the ranks of those players who at one time or another in 
their careers appeared under his brilliant aegis—names thai include 
Ronald Colman, Eddie Cantor, Sophie Tucker, Odette Myrtle, Binnie 
Barnes, Pat Patterson, Herbert Mundin, Dorothy Hammerstein, Wendy 
Barrie, Heather Thatcher and Rex Evans. 

Catherine Risely, who used to sit at the next desk from Claudette Cole 
bert at the Washington Irving High School, arrived here on her first visit 
three weeks ago. She is now Claudette’s stand-in in “Towarich,’ 

A few months ago when Wayne Morris made his screen debut in 
‘Don’t Pull Your Punches,’ it was a B picture. Now, capitalizing on the 
Morris click in “Kid Galahad,’ Jack Warner will release it next month 
as an A picture with Morris elevated to stardom. 

Crosby Gage is paging Nedda Harrigan to join his ‘Distinguished Gather. 
ing’ on Broadway this fall. In the meantime, Miss Harrigan will appear 
in Arthur Beckhart’s Santa Barbara production of ‘Oliver Oliver,’ with 
Barbara Kent and Esther Dale included in the featured cast... . As a bait 
to persuade her to remain in California, all of Thyra Sampter Winslow's 
friends are feting her with NOT-going-away parties. ... The reason that 
Leslie Howard's 13-year-old daughter, Leslie Ruth, does not want to make 
a screen test for ‘National Velvet’ is because she claims that if she’s g 
‘moom pitcher star’ her classmates at school in England will make lifé 
unbearable for her. 

Raymond Paige quits ‘Hollywood Hotel’ this fall to be musical maestrg 
on the new Packard Hour, while Johnny Green, who is doing such a swell 
job on the summer show, will switch to another important program, 
Charles Brackett had ali the other scribes at the Screen Writers’ Ball 
trying to figure out who the two beautiful femmes were that were his 
dancing partners for the evening. After keeping the suspense up for @ 
while he finally broke down and confessed that they were his two daughe- 
ters, 15 and 17, home from school on their summer vacation! 

Ernest Cossart will renew his working association with Benn Lev 
and Constance Cummings (remember his expert butlering in ‘Accent - 
Youth’?) when he motors east the end of the summer to join them i 
the Guild production of ‘Madame Bovary.’.,.. Jimmy Gleason, whos 
contract with RKO expires shortly, is collaborating on a new play wit 
Jerry Horwin. . . « As soon as ‘Marco Polo’ is completed, Archie Mayo, 
accompanied by his wife, Lucille, will sail on a five months’ trip io the 
Orient. 

Anatole Litvak had to call a halt in a scene from “Tovarich’ vesterda 
when Charles Boyer was called to the phone to answer a long distanes 
call. It was Sacha Guitry phoning from Paris. 





Scenes in a Day 
Norma Shearer, Spencer Tracy, Dick Powell, Joan Blondell, Douglass 
Montgomery, Anita Louise, Gail Patrick, Florence Rice, Ernst Lubftsch 
Dorothy MacKaill, Joe Mankiewicz, Henry Wilcoxson, and Doug 9n 
Sylvia Fairbanks at the Chinese preview of ‘Firefly.’ . . . Sam Katz, 
Maritza, Seymour Felix, Lily Messenger, Max Gordon, Harry Revel, 
Maury Cohens, George Haight and Jack and Flo Haley enjoying a Nd 
night snack at the Beverly Brown Derby. . .. To wish Helen Ferguso 
happy-birthday in her new home on Las Palmas Drive were } rjori 
Gateson, Glenda Farrell, Gale Sondergard, Paula Stone, Henry Ed 
and Alma Lloyd. ... The Mark Sandrichs and the Leigh Jasons quartetin 
at ‘Brother Rat’ (Biltmore). . . . John McCormick playing the piano wh 
Alice Joyce’s son-in-law, Felix Knight, did all the singing at the Walte? 
Connollys’ buffet supper party. . . . Dolores Del Rio guest-of-honorin 
Mrs. Gary Cooper with a first baby shower for the anticipated arriv 
September. .. . The Darryl Zanucks opening their new home with & 
cocktail shindig (25)... . Two women walking unrecognized thro 
crowd of fans collected outside the Vendome—if their husbands h 
with them, they would have been mobbed—they were Mrs. Leslie 


206 PHILLY HOUSES. 
OVER 914, UNION 


Philadelphia, July %& 
Philly house employees are morg 
than 90% organized, according 
| Horace Johns, biz manager of Proe 
| jectionists local, which is handling 
junionization of the other servic¢ 















Minevitch’s 3d for 20th 


Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica 
Rascals are set for another 20th 
Century-Fox pic assignment when 
they finish a current tour through 
Pennsylvania and Ohio, playing 
parks, fairs and theatres. Recently 
completed ‘Love Under Fire,’ with 
Loretta Young, for the same studio. 

Minevitch personally is staying on 
the Coast. William Morris office 
handling. 











Mamoulian Abroad 


Hollywood, July 27. 
Rouben Mamoulian has departed 
for New York to start 2 two-month | =’OUP* 
vacation. A mass meeting of the a 
He sails for Europe Aug. 4, on the | Will be held in about a week, John 
Normandie. | States, to make preliminary plans fo# 
ee demands to managemen 
i ,| Requests for new hour and wag 
FANNY BRICE’S ‘SWING FEVER conditions won’t aciually be made, 
Hollywood, July 27. | however, he said, until practical 
Fanny Brice goes into ‘Swing| every employee is a member of the 
Fever,’ formerly called “Ugly Duck-|union. Then there will be a show of 
ling,’ at Metro, on. her one-piciure | strength. 
deal. Meantime exchange employees 
Miss Brice was originally set to| union is running along smoothly of 
appear in ‘As Thousands Cheer’ at|agreements recently consumma 
Metre, but that production has been| with employers. Johns said ther 
delayed and the studio shifted the|would be no attempt for sever@ 
comedienne into ‘Fever.’ ;months for this group to get * 
a enn | Signed contracts in place of present 
Barrymore's 24 Drummond | verbal agreements. 
Hollywood, July 27. | — 
John Barrymore has been signed Los Angeles, July 2%. 
by Paramount for a second, as yet International Alliance of Theatri- 
untitled, ‘Bulldog Drummond’ pic-| cal Stage Employes is organizing the 
ture, which will be directed by | front-of-the-house attaches of film 
Louis King. |theatres in Southern Californ 
Actor finished ‘Bulidog Drum-|Group composed of ushers, cashiert 











$5.536.98. 83 shares, Towanda Amus. , actively in charge of the business 
,;Co., $17,670.85; 1,233 2/3 shares, ‘since his death, 





mond Comes Back’ at Par 10 days and doormen will be chartered under 
ago. ‘the American Federation of Lavol 
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Indies Charge Fox-W.C. 


Anti-Trust Violation; Demand Action 
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Claiming that Peirson M. Hall, 
v. S. Attorney for the Southern 
California district, had neglected to 

ecute or enforce the consent de- 
crees ordered by the U. S. District 
Court here under the Sherman anti- 
trust act, prohibiting major film pro- 
ducers and distribs from discrimina- 
tion against indie exhibs, the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of South- 
ern California and Arizona are wag- 
ing a fight to oust Hall from office. 

Petitions addressed to U. S. Sena- 
tor William Gibbs McAdoo and 
typed on the stationery of the asso- 
ciation are being circulated among 
unaffiliated exhibs urging that Mc- 
Adoo name a successor immediately. 

Industry friends of Hall assert 
that the district attorney is without 
the province to institute proceedings 
dealing with anti-trust violations, 
and that no complaints against Fox- 
West Coast Theatres or any pro- 
ducer-distributors for alleged viola- 
tion of the 1930-32 consent decrees 
have been filed with Hall. 

Supporters claim that the Attor- 
ney-General's office in Washington 
has the jurisdiction over anti-trust 
matters. 

Hall was formerly attorney for the 
Retail Druggists & Grocers Alliance 
of the Retail Trade Assn., and was 
responsible for the passage of the 
California Fair Trade Act by the 
California legislature in 1931. He 
also helped bring about passage of 
the California Anti-Discrimination 
Act. 


Pre-Law Suit Huddles 
Seen as New U.S. Tack 
On Anti-Trust Squawks 


Meeting of attorneys from sev- 
eral major companies last Friday 
(23) with Assistant Attorney General 
Hubert Harrington regarding alleged 
discriminatory dealings on product 
in Newark was viewed as possible 
departure from usual practice on 
cases when independents demand 
federal action. That was the opin- 
ion held by some legal lights on the 
matter who saw the voluntary con- 
fab as a trial balloon to test the feasi- 
bility of amicable adjustment with- 
out resort to federal action. 

Picture companies who sent rep- 
resentatives to the meeting learned 
that the Mosque theatre’ had 
*squawked on difficulty in obtaining 
+ what is considered fair deals on ma- 
or product. Though all majors were 








}gome did not send representatives 
When they could not learn who was 


‘tore to the Newark conference, 


.fomplaining to the assistant district 


‘@ttorney’s office. Meeting lasted 

bout 315 hours. After it ended, there 
«Was no intimation of intention by 
attorney general's staff to begin pro- 
ceedings against the majors named. 

Those attending the Newark ses- 
sion refused to comment in any way 
on what transpired, its significance 
or future developments, Legal lights 
described the attorney-general con- 
ference as a departure from the 
usual practice, but did not rate the 
sole complaint of the Mosque of vital 
import because of past difficulties in 
making a money-maker out of the 
operation. 


TIME-LIFE SHORTS’ 
PROD. TALK UP AGAIN 


’ Hollywood, July 27. 

_. A series of 14 short features deal- 

ing with industry and scientific de- 
_velopment is reported being pre- 
Pared by Life magazine. 

Ed Lowry is headed east to talk 
,8bout appearing in one or more. It 
also is reported here that George 

ee writer of one short, is in 











_.. Time, Inc., which also has Life un- 
_Uer its wing, denies any plans for 
-Making any shorts aside from ‘March 
of Time.’ Understood that Time out- 
fit was considering a series of Life 
Shorts about six months ago, but idea 
Was abandoned in favor of feature 
Production possibilities. 

Start of feature production or 
Preparation for such must wait until 
Suitable story to follow general basic 
dea of ‘March of Time’ is found. 

_ Time officials are said to favor pro- 

duction of one or more features be- 
Cause of coin possibilities, as com- 
Pared with short production. 


++ 


Holiywood, July 27. 1 


} 








Cohen Readies 7 for Majer 


Hollywood, July 27. 

Scripts are being prepared on 
seven Major pictures for Emanuel 
Cohen. They are skeded to go be- 
fore the cameras 
months. 

Allan Rivkin has been assigned to 
‘Call Back Love’; Richard Connell to 
‘The Badge of Policeman O’Roon,’ 
Bing Crosby-Beatrice Lillie  co- 
starrer; Tommy Cotter is on ‘Choco- 
late Parade,’ all-sepia musical; Doris 
Malloy is polishing ‘Love on Toast.’ 

Mae West is working on her own 
next starring film while Leonard Q. 
Ross and Jesse L. Lasky, Jr., are 
toiling on originals, titled respective- 
ly ‘Free Woman’ and ‘Two Weeks 
with Pay.’ 





in the next few 





ANOTHER F&M: 


POOLING IN 
ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, July 27. 

Another theatre pooling and book- 
ing arrangement between Fanchon 
& Marco interests and an indie syn- 
dicate operating a flock of nabes 
here is expected to be perfected 
when Harry. Arthur, Jr., v.p. and 
gen, mgr. of F&M returns here after 
vacation in east. Indie houses in- 
volved are Granada, Kingsland, 
Shaw and Maplewood of St. Louis 
Amus. Co. and Roxy, Avalon, Pow- 
hattan, White Way and Columbia 
owned by a company, heaviest stock- 
holders of which are Bess Schulter 
and Alex Pappand. 

Consummation of pending deal 
will make third completed by F&M 
in recent months. Initial one was 
when Ansell Bros. pooled their Var- 
sity, Empress and Ritz with several 
of St. Louis Amus. Co.’s nabes. Re- 
cently similar deal was completed 
for Uptown, in west end, and which 
is owned by Clarence M, Turley. 
This house will now be operated 
under combined direction of Ansell 
Bros. and St. Louis Amus. Co. 

Fred Wehrenberg, indie operator 
in South St. Louis and pres. of 
MPTOA of Eastern Missouri and 
Southern Illinois, will not join any 
pooling arrangement with F&M or 
St. Louis Amus. Co. He is making 
preparations for a huge building pro- 
gram first of which will be a 1,200 
seater in thickly populated district in 
South St. Louis on site he has owned 
for several years. 

Wehrenberg said he had been ap- 
proached several times to join in 
pooling contracts and sell interest to 
circuits outside of St. Louis, but in- 
tends to remain independent of any 
group. He now operates four nabes 
in territory where St. Louis Amus. 
Co. has houses and there has been 
considerable rivalry between both 
operators. 

Wehrenberg expects to erect 20 
new houses in town to achieve his 
objective. 


FOX THEATRES MUST 
PAY $389,000 CLAIM 


Fox Theatres Corp. was directed 
Monday (26) by U. S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals in N. Y. to pay the full 
equity claim of $389,000 to the Phila- 
delphia Co. for Guaranteeing Mort- 
gages as interest and taxes on a loan 
of $1,800,000 which Fox negotiated in 
1934. The decision reverses that of 
the lower court, which last Septem- 
ber held that the Philadelphia Co. 
was only entitled to $48,000. 

The loan was made to the Market- 
Seventeenth Corp., then operators of 
the Fox theatre and office building 
in Philadelphia. The Fox parent or- 
ganization guaranteed payment of all 
taxes and interest but later defaulted. 
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‘Extended’ 1st Runs 
From Par to Crit, N. Y., 
Gets Loew Squawk 


Paramount's partnership deal with 
B. S. Moss and Harry L. Charnas 
over the Criterion, N. Y., on which 
agreement had been reached by both 
sides, is in abeyance following com- 
plaint registered by Loew’s over the 
proposed policy for the house. The 
| Loew circuit is taking exception to 
|the announced intention of Par to 








| use the Criterion for so-called ‘con- | 
moving pictures | 


| tinued first runs,’ 
| into the house for another week or 
'two after they have played the 
| Broadway Parargount. 


| Loew’s argues that this would con- | 


|stitute a second run. The Loew 


chain, which last season took the en- | 
| tire Par program on second and sub- | 


}sequent run in its Greater New 
| York houses, is presently in huddles 
| with Par on a renewal of the deal. 
| Any determination to play ‘contin- 
| ued first runs’ at the Crit might jeop- 
| ardize such a deal unless further dis- 
cussions of the Criterion matter re- 
sulted in some compromise with 
Loew. 
in the past when anyone tried to do 
this, years ago having set up a howl 
when an effort was made to move 
first runs from the N. Y. Par into 
the old Rialto. 

The Loew complaint on the Cri- 
terion deal may not mean it’s cold, 
however. Par could go through with 
the partnership arangement, using 
| the Crit for pictures on first run 
| which are not needed at the Para- 
|}mount. Under the deal discussed, 
| the Charnas-Moss organization would 
have operating control. 


JUNE'S $1,874,779 
AMUS. TAXES 
BEST IN 37 


Washington, July 27. 


Jump of better than $300,000 in 
| June sent Government revenue from 
admissions tax to total of $9,520,012 
for first half of 1937, highest figure 
for first six months period since be- 
fore the depression. 


Touching $1,874,775, June haul was 
$285,093 ahead of the previous best 
month this year, April, and was the 
second largest in 3% years. Only 
better record was last December's 
$2,194,584. Rise over same month 
last year was $342,586, biggest year- 
to-year boost since December. 

Government this year has grabbed 
more money in three of the six 
months. Half-year total is $1,282,710 
ahead of similar figure for 1936, 
$1,988,864 more than 1935 and 
$2,123,915 over 1934, 














Circuit has always squawked | 


Loew’s Establishes Right It 
Withhold Certain Corporate Info 
From the S.E.C, If Its Damaging 


Can 





Walled Competish 


Hollywood, July 27. 

Bill Deming, General Pic- 
tures executive producer, has 
received a request from the De 
Luxe Crooning Trio, Folsom 
prison inmates, to look over .} 
some of their tunes, 

Trio said another film com- 
pany already has made them 
an offer. 

















NLRB UNABLE 
TO SETTLE 
PIX TIFFS 


Hollywood, July 27, 
Efforts of the National Labor Re- 
| lations Board to settle jurisdictional 


| dispute over draftsmen, artists, art 
| directors, title and sketch artists 
| failed when the United Scenic Art- 
ists local 621 refused to agree on con- 
| sent election. Internatiogal Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employes also 
notified regional director Dr. Towne 
Nylander that that organization 
would not agree to a consent election 
of draftsmen. 


The petition of Attorney Felix 
Cunningham, representing the So- 
ciety of Motion Picture Art Direc- 
tors, Society of M. P. Set Designers, 
and the Society of M. P. Artists and 
Illustrators, for a hearing to have 
his organization designated exclusive 
bargaining reps for workers, was for- 
warded to the NLRB in Washington 
for approval whether a formal hear- 





ing to determine if an _ election 
should be held. 
Attorneys for the scenic artists 


said that the jurisdiction of the 
NLRB over the film industry would 
be attacked tomorrow (Wednesday) 
in an injunction hearing in Superior 
court. They will attempt to show 
that the producers are not engaged 
in interstate commerce. Hearing will 
be on an application for a perma- 
nent restraining order against al- 
leged interference with the signing 
of an agreement between the pro- 
ducers and scenic artists. 

Negotiations with Local 621 were 
postponed by the producers when 
the IATSE and societies represented 
by Cunningham entered the jurisdic- 
| tional fight. 








Aug. 1 Deadline for SAG Signing Up 
In East, but Everything Looks OK. 








With the expectation that a ma- 
jority of the important film produc- 
ing companies and studios in the 
New York area will be signed up, 
the Screen Actors’ Guild (eastern 
office) begins checking all studios 
and producers the first of next 
week. Aug. 1 is scheduled deadline, 
which means that actual check will 
start Monday (2). 

There seems little or no doubt but 
that all majors will have their names 
on the dotted line and that most of 
the commercial film producers will 
be pacted, since the latter have 
given verbal assurances that they 
will sign SAG contracts. A few in- 
dependent studios and producing 
outfits may cause some difficulties 
at the outset, according to indica- 
tions the first of this week. This was 
indicated partially in the request 
made by some for an extension of 
time before putting in the Guild 
regulations. One request, after giv- 
ing an analysis of the situation and 
reasons why an extension should be 
given, asked that the SAG setup be 
postponed until Jan, 1 next year. 
However, Guild executives see no 
reason for allowing extensions or 
changing plans. 

The studios affected include War- 
ner Bros. (Vitagraph), Paramount 





(General Service), Educational, 
which produces at the same plant 
and releases through 20th-Fox, 
March of Time, Biograph, West 
Coast Service Studios and some five 
or six industrial and commercial 
producers and studios. 


Thus far the SAG headquarters in 


Manhattan have ruled that March of 
Time comes under the terms of the 
contract in that the reels are drama- 
tizations and that they do use actors. 
M. of T. officials have been notified 
of this situation, but no answer had 
been received up until yesterday 
(Tues.). Time reel considers itself a 
newsreel. However, Guild officials 
point out that M. of T. is censorable 
in a number of states, something that 
is not generally attempted on news- 
reels, 

Kenneth Thomson, secretary of 
SAG, came in from the Coast last 
Saturday (24) to assist in last-min- 
ute details of seeing that the studio 
and producer alignment is carried 
out after the deadline. 

The SAG closed shop will have the 
backing of Actors’ Equity and Brit- 
ish Equity besides its own organiza- 
tion. In addition, cooperation is 
counted on from other unions in- 
volved in studio operations. 











Washington, July 27, 

Right to withhold dope about sub- 
sidiary and affiliated corporations 
has been established for the film in- 
dustry by Loew’s Inc. 

In two recent reports to the Se- 
curities & Exchange Commission, the 
picture firm declined -to give the de- 
tails about 53 corporate offspring on 
the ground that disclosure would be 
‘detrimental to the interests of se- 
curity-holders of the registrant.’ 
This action was in accordance with 
provisions of the laws governing 
stock selling and conformed with all 
S.E.C. regulations. 

Shielded info concerned 19 domes- 
tic and 34 foreign distributing and 
exhibition companies controlled by 
the parent concern, Previous papers 
had included considerable data on 
Loew’s inter-company relations, 
however. 

As far as can be determined, 
Loew’s is the first film company to 
take advantage of this provision of 
the S.E.C. system. All other units 
in the biz which have come under 
Federal scrutiny have told all re- 
garding their ties with and interest 
in subsids, although in some cases 
request has been made that certain 
parts of the documents be kept con- 
fidential by the Government agency. 

While it was chary about lifting 
the lid on offspring, Loew’s report 
showed top salaries. Nicholas M. 
Schenck, prez, drew $312,785 in the 
last fiscal year, David Bernstein, 
vice-prez and treasurer, $213,857, and 
Arthur M. Loew, vice-prez, for 
$205,544. 

This info, plus other facts about 
financial operations furnished stocke- 
holders 
port, were deemed ample by the 
S.E.C, Indicated there is no. pros- 
pect the Government will 
Loew's to remove the veil, since 
similar action in papers filed with 
the Commish last March went un- 
challenged. Commish reserves the 
right, though, to inquire as to the 
nature of the’curtained facts in or- 
der to assure itself of the justifica- 
tion of companies’ claims that pub- 
lication might be injurious. 


Brandt’s Gaiety And 
Republic, N. Y., Make 
7 Houses in Times Sq. 


With Harry Brandt taking over the 
operation of the Gaiety, last a 
Minsky burlesque house at 46th and 
Broadway, at the close of last week 
and readying the Republic, original 
home of Minsky burlesque in Times 
Square area, for opening next Satur- 
day (31), Brandt interests will have 
the largest string of picture houses 
operating in New York's principal 
theatre area. Addition of Republic 
will give Brandt seven film theatres 
from 59th Street to 42d Street, being 
the Park, Central, Globe, Gaiety, 
Times Square, Liberty and Rep, 
Houses represent total seating ca- 
pacity of around 5,600. 

Gaiety was reopened Saturday 
(24), after the brief, ill-fated attempt 
to try polite burlesque, with grind 
policy and pop prices. Starting fea- 
ture was the indie ‘Crusade Against 
Rackets.’ Management indicates using 
others of this type or similar to 
‘Damaged Lives,’ which went seven 
weeks at Central, and adventure or 
melodramatic vehicles. Gaiety’s pic- 
ture was heralded as first-run on 
Broadway as was Central's opus. 


Globe, which has been re-seated 
and arranged strictly for roadshow 
pictures, will continue for two-a-day 
features with Paramount’s ‘Souls at 
Sea’ going in next week. Other 
Brandt theatres in this area cur- 
rently are playing subsequent run, 
gr-nd and popular scale. 

Republic will be opened as a news- 
reel or short feature house, with the 
news weeklies featured. Show is 
scheduled to run 60 minutes, with 
prices tentatively fixed at 15c and 25¢, 

Marty Lavine, supervisor to Brandt 
in Times Square sector, had charge 
of reopening of Gaiety und is doing 
similar stint at Republic this week, 
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Everything’s Dandy Again in LA. 
Harlow Pic Smash at $43,500; ‘Road 
Back, $23,000; 





‘Eve’ (2d) $15,000 





See eee ~ 


Los Angeles, July 27. 

With two smash b.o. attractions in 
four of the local deluxers, pic busi- 
ness begins to look like old times. | 
Heaviest sock of the week is ‘Sara- 
toga,’ final Jean Harlow film, which 
is heading for a combined $43,500 at | 
the day-date Loew’s State and Chi- 
nese theatres. Take in both houses 
has only been equalled by a couple 
of pix shown during New Year's and 
Thanksgiving Day weeks. 

Universal’s ‘Road Back’ is giving 
the day-date Pantages and RKO Hill- 
street a heavy initial week, opus 
having been set for a minimum of 
two weeks. 

Carthay Circle went dark Sunday 
(25) after four and a half weeks of 
‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (MG) at $1.50 
on a two-a-day basis, and re-opens 
with the same policy Aug. 12 on 
Paramount’s ‘High, Wide and Hand- 
some.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Cirele (Fox) 1,518; 55-83- 
1.10-1.65)—“Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th) 
(5th week). Shirley Temple pic 
closed Sunday (25) after three days 
on the fifth week for around $3,000. 
Fourth week brought fair $4,800. 


Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55-75 )—‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Born 
Reckless’ (20th dual. Setting new 


house record for take sans holiday; 
looks like smash $19,000, terrific. 
Last week ‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG) and ‘Great Hospital Mystery’ 
(20th) oke $13,800. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Ever Since Eve’ (FN) and 
‘Case of Stuttering Bishop’ (FN) 
dual (2nd week). Holdover week 
looks very good $7.000, compared to 
initial week's take of big $9,200. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 30-40-55)— 
“Under the Red Robe’ (Fox) (2nd 
week). 
four days on $1,000. First week 
drew weak $1,700. ‘Love From a 
Stranger’ (UA) opens today (27). 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Ever Since Eve’ (FN) and 


Money’ 


lof 1937’ 


| Last week ‘Easy Living’ 
Second stanza limited to | 


(Par), dual, on moveover 
from Rialto. Fair showing and may 
gross $2,300. Last week ‘New Faces 
(RKO) and ‘Can't Beat 
Love’ (RKO), fine $2,900. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Cafe Metro- 
pole’ (20th), dual, split with “Turn 
Off the Moon’ (Par) and ‘Midnight 
Taxi’ (20th), dual. Fair enough at 
$2,200. Last week ‘Call It Day’ (WB) 
and ‘Woman I Love’ (RKO), dual, 
split with ‘Hell’s Angels’ (UA) (re- 
issue) and ‘Woman of Glamour’ 
(Col), dual, fair $2,100. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 15-25-40)— 
‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘I Promise to 
Pay’ (Col), dual. Going along at 
great clip; local patrons plenty in- 
terested in final Harlow effort, plus 
buildup of ‘Saratoga’ as a serial in 
the Courier-Journal; should reap big 
$11,000 and hold. Last week ‘Knight 
Without Armor’ (UA) and ‘Married 
Before Breakfast’ (MG), dual, below 
average $5,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-25-40)—‘Ever Since Eve’ (FN). 
Can’t get much more than $2,500 in 
the face of hefty opposition. Last 
week ‘Singing Marine’ (WB), on sec- 
ond stanza, pretty good $3,500. 





= 
Ist Runs on B’way 





Week of July 29 
Aster—High, Wide and Hand- 
some’ (Par) (2d week) 
(Reviewed in this issue) 
Capitoi—Saratoga’ (MG) (2d 
week ). 
(Reviewed in Variety of July 14.) 
Central—Gold Racket’ (GN) 
(31). 
Criterion—‘Marry the Girl’ 
CWB) (31). 
Music Hall—Toast of New 
York’ (RKO) (2d week). 
Paramount—‘Exclusive’ (Par) 
(2d week). 
Rialte—‘It Can’t Last Forever’ 
(Col). 
(Reviewed in Variety July 7.) 
Roxy—‘Wee Willie Winkie’ 
(20th) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in Variety June 20.) 
Strand—‘They Won't Forget’ 
(WB) (3d week). 
Week of Aug. 5 
Aster—‘High, Wide and Hand- 
some’ (Par) (3d week). 


Glebe—Souls at Sea’ (Par) 
(3). 
Music Hali—‘Stella Dallas’ 
(UA). 


(Reviewed in this issue) 

Parameunt—‘Artists and Mod- 
els’ (Par) (6). 

Roxy—'Road Back’ (U) (6). 
(Reviewed in Variety June 23.) 

Strand—San Quentin’ (WB) 
(4). 

(Reviewed in this issue) 








Ohie (Settos) (900; 15)—‘One in 
Million’ (20th) and ‘Love Begins at 
20’ (WB), dual, split with ‘Stars 


Over Broadway’ (WB) and ‘Laugh- | 


ing at Trouble’ (20th), dual. Good 
enough $1,300. Last week ‘China 
Clipper’ (FN) and ‘Can This Be 


Dixie’ (20th), dual, split with ‘Petri- 
fied Forest’ (WB) and ‘Back to Na- 
ture’ (20th), dual, fair $1,200. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (1,500: 15-25- 
40)—'Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th) and 
‘Coronation’ in color (20th). Will fall 
somewhat below previous Temple 
grosses, but plenty, strong at $8,500. 
i (Par) and 
‘Wild Money’ (Par), dual, topped the 
town with a light $6,000. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15-25- 
40)—‘Girl Said No’ (GN) and ‘On 
Again, Off Again’ (RKO), dual. Do- 
ing light biz at $3,100. Last week 








‘Case of Stuttering Bishop’ (FN) 
dual (2nd week). Flock of previews 
helping for strong second week, with 
probably $8,000 in the till, compared 
to $8,200 on initial stanza. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55 )— 
*Road Back’ (U) and ‘Love in Bun- 
galow’ (U) dual. Sequel to ‘Western 
Front’ is proving strong box office 
and first week will wind up at nifty 
$11,500. Last week, ‘Super Sleuth’ 
(RKO) and ‘Sweetheart of Navy’ 
(GN) satisfactory $6,400. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55 )—‘Easy Living’ (Par) and stage 
show (2nd week). Four day hold- 
over brought satisfactory $8,000, fol- 
lowing first week take of $16,700. 
‘Exclusive’ (Par) opened 10-day stay 
yesterday (26) with Eddie Peabody 
and Warner’s KFWB broadcast show 
on stage. 

RKO (2,950; 30-40-55) — ‘Road 
Back’ (U) and ‘Love in Bungalow’ 
(U) dual. Despite stiffest kind of 
opposition at the State, two blocks 
away, house is piling up a sweet 
$12,000, with second oke week as- 
sured. Last week, ‘Super Sleuth’ 
(RKO) and ‘Sweetheart of Navy’ 
(GN) $6,400, about as anticipated. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Born 
Reckless’ (20th) dual. Topped on 
gross only by ‘Mutiny on Bounty’ 
(MG) and ‘San Francisco’ (MG), 
both played during holiday weeks, 
last Jean Harlow opus is piling up 
smash $24,500, new all-time record. 
Last week, ‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG) and ‘Great Hospital Mystery’ 
(20th) satisfactory $16,800. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100: 
30-40-55) — ‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG) and ‘Great Hospital Mystery’ 
(20th) dual. Trade up a bit on this 
pair of moveovers, so $3.300 will be 
okay. Last week, ‘Gave Him a Gun’ 
(MG) and ‘Sing and Be Happy’ 
(20th) not so hot at $2,000. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296: 30-40-55-65) 
—Captains Courageous’ (MG) and 
‘Great Hospital Mystery’ (20th) dual. 
Brace of moveovers doing oke at 
$6.000. Last week, ‘Gave Him a Gun’ 
(MG) and ‘Sing and Be Happy’ 
(20th) nothing to rave about at 
$4,500. 


“WEE WILLIE’ GOOD 
$8,500 IN LOUISVILLE 


Louisville, July 27. 
‘Saratoga’ is going strong at Loew's 
State, after b.o. lines formed stead- 
ily over the week-end. Pic got a 
nice break from the weather man, 
when cooling rains turned the atten- 
tion of patrons to film house fare. 
Rialto is coming in for some nice 
biz on ‘Willie Winkie,” and together 
with Loew’s State across the street, 
should garner the bulk of the cur- 
rent week’s sugar. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brewn (Fourth 
“Easy iving’ <«RKO) 








and ‘Wild 


Ave.-Loew’s )— | 


} 
‘Super Sleuth’ (RKO) and ‘Meet the | 
er (RKO), dual, weak $3,200. 

| 





| 


DITTO IN WASH. 


HARLOW'S $33,000 


| $15,000, more if the breaks are right 





Washington, July 27. 

Nothing matters this week but 
‘Saratoga,’ and it’s mattering in sock 
fashion. Put into the 3,000-seat 
Capitol, Loew's vaude spot and big- 
gest house in town, it busted all rec- 
ords for non-holiday opening and, 
although it is not expected to last at 
the same pace, will definitely finish 
in the beauteous class. 

Nobody else is touching ‘Saratoga’ 
and nobody is even bidding to get 
above average. Keith's went to 
town on ‘The Road Back,’ staging a 
super-swank premiere with half of 
Washington society and officialdom 
on hand, but the critics were luke- 
warm and it’s starting to drop al- 
ready. 

Estimates for This Week 


Capite! (Loew) (2,424; 25-35-60)— 
‘Saratoga’ (MG) and vaude. Gus 
Van and Red Skelton heading vaude= 
but it’s the pic; will get a smash. 
$33,000. Last week ‘Knight Without 
Armor’ (UA) took a light $18,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,244; 25-35-40-60-70) 
— Midnight Madonna’ (Par) and 
vaude. No names for either stage or 
screen and will die with brutal 
| $12,000. Last week ‘Ever Since Eve’ 
| (WB) led town with good $18,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-50)— 
| ‘Road Back’ (U). Sock campaign 








Harlow and ‘Breakfast’ 
Fine $15,000, But Rest 
Of Prov. Is Way Off 


Providence, July 27. 

Mediocre film fare largely. Grosses 
are likewise. Only one spot doing 
any bragging this week, and that’s 
Loew's, where ‘Saratoga’ is being 
shown on a dualer. Present pace in- 
dicates that the gross will be in the 
nabe of $15,000. 

Other two picture houses, Strand 
and Majestic, are just easing along. 
Biz is about average. Fay’s, the lone 
vaude spot, is going it on a so-so 
keel. 





Estimates for This Week 
Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-50 )—‘Born Reck- 


less’ (20th) and vaude. Nothing to 
indicate more than $6,000, if that. 
Last week ‘Californian’ (20th) was 
ditto. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 25-35-50)— 


‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Marriage Be- 
fore Breakfast’ (MG). Going great 
over the week-end, clinching at least 


later in the week; swell biz for this 
time of the year. Last week ‘Em- 
peror’s Candlesticks’ (MG) and 
‘Criminals of Air’ (Col) was best in 
town with a $11,000 take. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Sing and Be Happy’ (20th) and 
‘Lady Escapes’ (20th). Bill rather 
tepid; take not likely to go over 
$6,000. Last week ‘Singing Marine’ 
(WB) and ‘Coronation’ (20th) was 
oke at $7,800. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Gambini’ (Par) and ‘Motor Madness’ 
(Col). Not so good; probably $3,000 
on split week. ‘Woman Alone’ (GB) 
and ‘Forlorn River’ (Par) was tepid 
too, at $2,500 on split week. 


SEATTLE, TOO, IS ALL 
HARLOW, $13,500, BIC 


Seattle, July 27. 

Town is going for ‘Saratoga’ and 
critics are paying the pix and Jean 
Harlow high tributes. Opening biz 
at the Fifth was capacity, with 
femme trade _ predominating. 
Weather is hot and no help, but 
‘Saratoga’ is getting along and looks 
set for two or three weeks at the 
Fifth and then thrice that at the 
Music Box on moveover. 

‘Saratoga’ is being single-billed, 
which is the first time since the dual 








| brought big opening, but slivping 
| fast. May finish with okay $9,500. 
| Last week ‘Girl Said No’ (GN) weak 
$5,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2.363: 25-35-60)-— 
‘Easy Living’ (MG) and Disney 
Academy Revue. Should get under- 
average $13,000. Last week ‘Day at 
Races’ (MG) (2d week) oke $9,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40)— 
‘Elephant Boy’ (UA) (2d_ week). 
May get passable $2,500. Last week 
campaign and crix raves won nice 
$4,500. 


Travis, Foran Teamed 


Hollywood, July 27. 
| June Travis and Dick Foran top 
| the cast of ‘One More Tomorrow’ at 
| Warners. Others cast include John 
| Litel, Dick Purcell and George E. 
| Stone. 

Frank McDonald will direct, with 
Bryan Foy producing. 





| policy was established here. Winter 
| Garden (Sterling) has second run of 
| Jean Harlow in ‘Personal Property’ 
| (MG) and holding it over, with biz 
big. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 16-27)—‘Secret Valley’ (20th) 
and ‘Man in Blue’ (U) dual. Looking 
| for $2,500, good. Last week ‘You're 
in Army Now’ (GB) and ‘Border 
Cafe’ (RKO), got $2,200, okay. 

Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Cafe Metropole’ 
(20th) and ‘Song of City’ (MGM), 
dual. Anticipating $3,000 here, fair. 
Last week, ‘Night Must Fall’ (MGM) 
and ‘Way Out West’ (MGM) three 
days. $1,800, good; ‘Trader Worn’ 
(MGM) and ‘Manhattan Melodrama’ 
(MGM) dual. five days, $2,200, okay. 

Colenial (Sterling) (850: 10-21)— 
10th Man’ (GB) and ‘Oh Suzannah’ 
(Rep) dual. Paced at only $2.000, 
slow. Last week, ‘What Price Ven- 








Martha Raye, ‘Wee Willie’ Heading 
For Terriffic $59,000 in Boston 





eance’ (Rialto) and ‘Skull and 
rown’ (Reliable) dual. So-so $2,000. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,400; -32-37+42) — ‘Saratoga’ 
(MGM). First single bill in months 
but getting lines, with rapid turn- 
over; heading for magnificent $13,- 
500. Last week, ‘Emperor’s Candle- 
sticks’ (MGM) and ‘Big Business’ 
(20th) dual, $7,600, okay. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 16-32-42)— 
‘Devil is Driving’ (Col) and ‘Venus 
Makes Trouble’ (Col) dual. Looks 
like only $3,000, sorry. Last week, 
‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) and 
‘League of Fighting Men’ (Col) dual, 
$3,900, good. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42)—‘Emperor’s Candle- 
sticks’ (MGM) and ‘Big Business’ 
(20th) dual. Moved over from Fifth 
and heading for $3,000, fair. Last 
week, ‘Captains Courageous’ 
(4th week), nice $3,900. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,700; 32-37-42)—‘Ever Since Eve’ 
(FN) and ‘On Again, Off Again’ 
(RKO) dual. Headed for fair $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Last Train From Madrid’ 
(Par) and ‘Wings Over Honolulw 
(U) dual, $4,800, slow. 


week, ‘Night Key’ 
$3,400, also soso. 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen 
(3,106; 32-37-42) — ‘Between Two 
Women’ (MGM) and ‘Talk of Devil’ 
(GB) dual. Anticipating $3,700, slow. 
Last week, ‘New Faces’ (RKO) and 
‘Let Him Live’ (U) dual, $6,000, good. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 
‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB) and ‘Good 
as Married’ (U) dual. Expecting only 
$2,500, fair. Last week, ‘Shall We 
Dance’ (RKO) and ‘Man’s Here 
Again’ (FN) dual, $2,700, good. 


SARATOGA’ BIG 


(U) and vaude, 








Cincinnati, July 27. 

Tremendous $22,000 tug of ‘Sara- 
toga’ at the Albee; peak figure of 
the summer season for this town, is 
drawing the lion’s share of biz cur- 
rently and upping the combined take 
of first-run houses by a comfy mark 
over last week. 


> 


Again. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42 )—‘Sara- 
toga’ (MG). Bull’s-eye, $22,000. Last 
week ‘Easy Living’ (Par), $14,500, 
excellent, 

Family (RKO) (1,000: 15-25)— 
‘Racketeers in Exile’ (Col) and ‘Girl 
from_ Scotland Yard’ (Par), split. 
Regular, $2,000. Same last week on 


‘Night Key’ (U) and ‘Frame Up’ 
(Col), split. 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 25-40)— 


‘Between Two Women’ (MG). Okay 
at $5,000. Last week ‘Ever Since 
Eve’ (WB), $7,000, socko. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘On 
Again, i (RKO). Fair 

900. ‘Love from 
Stranger’ (UA), $4,000, mild. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-42)— 
‘Knight Without Armor’ (UA). Only 
$6,000, sorry. Will be pulled after 
sixth day for ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ 
(20th). Last week ‘Super Sleuth’ 
(RKO), $7,000, bad. 


‘CAR, GENE AUSTIN 








Kansas City, July 27. 

‘Saratoga’ is getting a terrific play 
at the Midland. Opening matinee 
had 1,000 in line and the queues 
have held daily. 

Estimates for This Week 

‘Mainstreet’? (RKO) (3,200: 25-40) 
—Easy Living’ (Par). Only fair at 
7,500. Last week, ‘Singing Marine’ 
rode couldn’t manage more than 
$7,000. 


Midland (Loew) (4,000: 25-40)— 
‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Thunder in 
City’ (Col), dual. Terrific business 
at $20,000. Last week, ‘Knight 
Without Armor’ (UA) and ‘Marriage 
Before Breakfast’ (MG), dual, was 
way off at $8,000. 

Music Hall ($1.10 top)—‘Damaged 
Goods’ (GN). Going okay to about 
$8,500 and holdover. 

Newman (Par) (1,900: 25-40)— 
‘Singing Marine’ (WB) (2d run). 
Geiting nowhere, $4,200. Last week 
was no better for ‘Ever Since Eve’ 
(WB) and ‘Last Train from Madrid’ 
(Par), $4,000. 

Tower (Fox) 
mored Car’ (U) 


(2.200; 25-40)—‘Ar- 
and vaude, Gene 
Austin headlining. Socking over for 
fine $10,000. Last week, ‘Road Back’ 
(U), plenty okay at $9,800. 





Uptown (Fox) (2,020; 25-40)— 
‘Road Back’ (U) (2d run). Merely 
so-so at $3,600. Last week, ‘Slave 


Ship’ (20th) (d run), poor $3,000. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,450: 16-27- 
37)—Two Who Dared’ (GN) and | 
vaude. Should get $2,800, fair. Last 


| 
$ | (i) CINCY | 50 j—Saratoga’ 
9 9 Before Breakfast’ 


‘Between Two Women’ is pulling | 
$5,000 at Keith’s and the Lyric is | 
marking up $4,500 on ‘On Again, Off | 


STRONG $10,000, K. C. 


> 


Boston, July 27. 

Dramatic proof that the so-called 
summer slump has nothing to do 
with the weather is found at the Met 
this week, where Martha Raye’s 
personal appearance with ‘Wee 
Willie Winkie’ is tallying up a take 
that may crash the house record, 
Present record at 75c. top was estab- 
| lished several years ago by Mary 
| Pickfords p.a. during the winter sea- 
| Son, and during the week-end rush 
the Raye figures were creeping ahead 
|of the Pickford pace. 
At the other end of film row is an- 
other wow, ‘Saratoga,’ on a dual bill, 
j}and also playing the State, uptown. 
| Tough heatwave did not crimp biz 
|} here, and a holdover is almost a 
certainty. 

This leaves the other houses in the 





(MG) | middle, but they are getting some of 


| the overflow. 
Estimates for This Week 


| 
| Beston (RKO) (3,000; 25-40-55)—~— 
|‘On Again Off Again’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Man in Blue’ (U), dual. Just so-so, 
| $6,000. Last week ‘Born Reckless’ 
| (20th) and ‘Sweetheart of Navy’ 
| (GN), dual, n.s.h. $5,600, despite in- 
| flux of sailors. 
Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40-50) 
| —‘Ever Since Eve’ (WB) and ‘Stutter- 
|ing Bishop’ (WB), double. Won 
| flattering local reviews and is headed 
| for okay $5,000. Last week ‘She Had 
‘to Eat’ (20th) and ‘Midnight 
| Madonna’ (Par), dual, slow at $3,600, 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55)—‘Road Back’ (U) and ‘Lady 
Escapes’ (20th) (2d wk), double. 
Looks like $11,000. First week was 
better than expected, $17,500. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th) and 
Martha Raye on stage. Week-end 
indications were that this may be the 
biggest setup the house has ever had. 
| Heading for $55,000. Last week ‘Sing- 
| ing Marine’ (WB) and Clyde Lucas 
on stage fair $18,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 


(MG) and ‘Married 
(MG), dual. 
Whammo $18,000 on the way on 
posthumus Harlow angle. Last week 
‘Candlesticks’ (MG) and ‘Pick a 
| Star’ (MG), double, very satisfactory 
| $14,600. 


Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
|55)—‘Ever Since Eve’ (WB) and 
| ‘Stuttering Bishop’ (WB), dual. 


Okay combo, around $7,000. Last 
week ‘Had to Eat’ (20th) and ‘Mid- 
night Madonna’ (Par), double, dis- 
appointed at $5,500. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700: 25-35-40-50) 
—Sing and Be Happy’ (Par) and 
‘Midnight Madonna’ (Par) (both 2nd 
run), dual (six days) n.s.h. $3,000. 
‘Poppy’ (Par), revival, originally 
booked with ‘Madonna,’ was yanked 
after one dismal day. Last week 
‘Fly Away Baby’ (WB) (ist run) and 
‘Another Dawn’ (WB) (2nd run), 
dual, skidded badly, $4,000. 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Married Be- 
fore Breakfast’ (MG), double. Not 
as potent as at the downtown Loew 
stand, but should hit very good 
$15,000. Last week ‘Emperor's Candle- 
sticks’ (MG) and ‘Pick a Star’ (MG), 
dual, satisfied with $12,000. 


‘HORIZON’ 116’S, BEST 
GROSSER IN SYDNEY 


Sydney, July 5. 

Terrific rain did not help biz in 
the city and nabe spots, but man- 
agers are taking it with a grin and 
hoping for a break. ‘Lost Horizon’ 
| (Col) copped about the best biz with 
a take on its second week of ap- 
| proximately $11,000 and ‘After the 
| Thin Man’ (M-G) held up nicely on 
| third week. 
| Warner's ‘Green Light’ came in 
‘for a try and looks like securing 
femme biz. “Three Smart Girls’ ‘U) 
| will move away after four weeks, 
,and ‘Top of the Town’ (U) will also 
quit shortly. Par’s ‘Waikiki Wed- 
ding’ is pulling average trade and 
may hit a fourth. stanza. ‘History 
Made at Night’ (UA) is oke, and 
| ‘Rainbow on River’ (RKO) continues 
| solidly on third week. ‘Aren't Men 
| Beasts’ (BIP) fared only so-so, with 
|For Valor’ (AD) replacing. 
| Weekly change has ‘Tainted 
Money’ (20th), ‘When Love Is 
Young’ (U), and ‘Accusing Finger’ 
| (Par), 











Melbourne, July 5. 

Heavy rain and fog again hurt 
| trade last week, despite the splendid 
/lineup, including ‘Beloved Enemy 
'(UA), ‘Theodora Goes Wild’ (Col), 
|‘Gold Diggers’ (WB), ‘Camille’ 
|(M-G), ‘Fire Over England’ ‘UA), 
‘Take My Tip’ (G-B), ‘John Meade’s 
Woman’ (Par), ‘Woman Wise’ (20th), 
and ‘Bulldog Drummond Escapes 
(Par), 
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Plenty Outdoor Competish in Chi 
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But ‘Exclusive, Weems, Rich 406; 
‘Stim’ $17,000; Harlow Sock $30,000 


rs 
» 4 


— TT 


Chicago, July 27. 
of attractions around town 
rae giving the — a run for 
the public's coin, all games, races, 
olf tourney, beaches, dunes and 
akes, are all playing to” capacity, 
but in a couple spots the gross is 
yery strong. 
st of ; 
oun’ which got going Saturday (24) 
at the United Artists. Straight and 
dignified selling job on this picture 
js causing excellent comment. Ex- 
clusive’ and Ted Weems are very big 
at the Chicago. 

Oriental comes back to a degree of 
life currently, following a brutal 
session last week. State-Lake re- 
turns to a normal pace after a rec- 
ord-smashing gallop the week previ- 


ror Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—'Slave Ship’ (20th). Moves in here 
following a good week at the Chi- 


0. 
naan ‘Easy Living’ (Par) took satis- 
factory $6,100 for its holdover loop 
stay. 


the newcomers is ‘Sara- | 








| split 
Headed for $7,000, okay. Last | 


Chieage (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— | 


‘Exclusive’ (Par) and Ted jhe 
-chestra. Newspaper yarn 1l00KsS 
for i surprising week at $40,000. 


Last week ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) took 
strong $32,200. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—'Forbidden Adventure’ (Reade) 
(nd week). Travelog continues to 


| $1.100. 


do an oke $6,000, after a big $9,800 | 


last week. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-65 )— 
‘Slim’ (WB) and vaude. House perks 
currently and will rise to profitable 
$17,000. Last week ‘Had to Eat 
(20th) miserable $12,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Super Sleuth’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Nice enough session in the offing, 
with laugh picture drawing a fair 
$15,000. Last week ‘Talk of Devil’ 
(GB) $18,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Candlesticks’ (MG) (3rd week). 
Goes out this Wednesday (28) to 
make way for ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ 
(20th). Will do around $8,000, so-so, 
for final seven days, after okay 
$11,400 on previous seven. 


Harlow $4,000 and H. O., 
Lincoln, But Town N.G. 


Lincoln, July 27. 

‘Saratoga’ is out for the bucks this 
week, judging by the opening bang. 
Biz is still on the downside, al- 
though the Stuart and the Varsity 
have been on the upgrade the last 
couple of weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)— 
‘Cover the War’ (U) and ‘Anything 
Goes’ (Par) split with ‘Dragerman 
Courage’ (WB) plus ‘Rootin’ Tootin’ 
Rhythm’ (Rep). Fair, $900. Last 
week ‘Men in Blue’ (U) and ‘Rendez- 
vous’ (MG) split with ‘Blazing Sixes’ 


(WB) and ‘Treasure Island’ (MG), 
light at $850. 
Lincoln (LTC) (1,600: 10-20-25)— 


‘As Good As Married’ (U) split with 
‘Wings Over Honolulu’ (U). Good, 
$2,400. Last week ‘Pick a Star’ (MG) 
with “There Goes My Girl’ 
(RKO) got away well at $2,300. 


‘Border Cafe’ (RKO) and ‘Fly Away 
Baby’ (WB) split with ‘Love in a 
Bungalow’ (U) and ‘Big Business’ 
(20th). House is slumping heavily, 
Last week ‘Born Reckless’ 
(20th) and ‘White Bondage’ (WB) 
split with ‘Rhythm in Clouds’ (Rep) 


and ‘Behind Headlines’ (RKO), fell 
way down to $1,000. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Saratoga’ (MG). Film is getting lots 


. c | 
of gravy On opening and will prob- | 


ably hold; about $4,000 in sight, 
|! which is very good. Last week 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) was a 


‘Pennies From Heaven’ (Col) (ree | 
| vival) and ‘Fight to Finish’ (Col). | 
| House js finding good second-runs | 
are doing better than two punk | 
firsts. Policy of one new and one | 
old is set for awhile: biz a bit bet- | 
ter, $1,100. Last week ‘More Than | 

! 


little above average, $3,300. 


Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15)— | 


Secretary’ (Col) and ‘Frameup’ (Col) 


did better than recent average at 


| $1,000. 


State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- | 


45-55)—‘Roaring Timber’ (Col) and 
vaude. On right side of the ledger 
by a comfortable margin at $14,000. 
Last week way up, with $17,100 for 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG). 


| but may come back with the promise 


United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; | 


35-55-65-75 )—‘Saratoga’ (MG). Open- | 


ed Saturday (24) and away fast. 
Looks like big money winner at 
opening week's indication of $30,000. 
Last week ‘Races’ (MG) finished fine 
three-weeker at $10,200. 


SARATOGA WOW 
$20,000, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, July 27. 
Grosses have been boosted 
the higher brackets again currently, 
mostly because of better type of film 
offerings. With the exception of the 
Hipp, where figures are low, the cur- 
rent and the past week have been 
decidedly above average summer 
usiness. 
Saratoga’ looks to do a summer 
high at the Buffalo, with ‘Good 
Earth’ rounding out a fine second 
week at the Great Lakes. 


Estimates for This Week 
7 Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-50 )— 
Saratoga’ (MGM). First four days 


es show a heavy response and 
May go to $20,000. Last week, ‘Easy 








Living’ (Par), as expected, with tak- 
ings running over $11,000, okay. 

- Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
wtaeserman Courage’ (WB) and 
HOélly wood Cowboy’ (RKO). Off 
Somewhat. but okay at $6,000. Last 
Week, “Pick a Star’ (MG) and ‘13th 


hair’ (MGM), very neat, $7,200. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 
hore’ Earth’ (MG) (2nd week). 
~~ ebae looks paced at around $7,- 
oe Last week, developed surprise 
Easiness, with figures indicating 
too ® popular appeal, almost $16,- 


Hipp (Shea) (2.400: 25-40)—‘Last 
ey From Madrid’ (Par) and ‘Mar- 
led Before Breakfast’ (MGM). Fair 
Bross at maybe $6,000. Last week. 


uggles of Red Gap’ (Par) (reissue) 
ho Man Who Found Himself.’ 
Topped down to lowest figure of 
Summer, $4.400. 
_ Valayette (Ind) (3,400;  25-55)- 
beaeue of Frightened Men’ (Co!) 
V Venus Makes Trouble’ (Co!) 
ty slow. under $5.000, Last v 

vil is Driving’ (Col) and ‘Fre 


up’ (Col 3 


Zave nice account of then 
Selves for 


over $7, 





| 


| 
| 


nw land ‘Accused’ (U), only $3,500. so-so. 
into | 


;a 





MONTREAL DULL, ‘EMP? 


‘MISSUS’ FAIR $6,000 


Montreal, July 27. 
Theatres took it on the chin the 
week-end, with a terrific heat wave, 


ot coolness. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 50 )»—‘Em- | 
peror’s Candlesticks’ (MG) and ‘Meet | 
Missus’ (Par). Offers possibilities of | 
fair $6,000. Last week ‘Under Red | 
Robe’ (20th) and ‘She Had to Eat’ | 
(20th) fair $5,000. 

Capito! (CT) (2,700: 50)—‘Day at 
Races’ (MG) (2d wk), and ‘13th 
Chair’ (MG). Will likely gross good 
$5,000 after fine $7,500 last week. 

Loew’s (M.T.Co) (3.200; 40)—‘Love 
from Stranger’ (Brit) and ‘Counter- 
feit Lady’ (Col). Not so good, $4,000, 
after same gross last week on 
‘Trader Horn’ (MG) and ‘Private 
Lives’ (MG) (revivals). ; 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—‘An-| 
other Dawn’ (WB) and ‘Fly Away | 
Baby’ (WB). Possible $4,000, fair. 
Last week, ‘Riding on Air’ (RKO) | 


Orpheum (Ind) (900: 34)—‘Every- 
thing Is Thunder’ (GN) and ‘Mar- 
riage of Cabal’ (Emp), good at $2,000. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600: 50'—Summer run of ‘Cesar’ 
(French) continuing, with grosses 
still just above $1,000. fair enough. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) 
—Coup de Mistral’ and ‘Moutonner 
a Paris’ (French). Good enough 
$2,600 for summer. Last week ‘L’Ap- 
pel du Silence’ and ‘Le Rosan d’un 
Innocent’ at $2,700, good. 


‘Saratoga, ‘Exile’ Wow 


$9,000 and H. 0. P’t’'d 





Portland, Ore., July 27. 
‘Saratoga’ opened to a terrific play | 
at Parker’s UA, and looks good for 
three weeks. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-55) | 


— Emperor's Candlesticks’ (MG) and 


;‘Wings Over Honolulu’ (U) (2d) 
week). Going nicely for $4,500. First 
week clicked better than expected 


and mopped up for $7,700. 


Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) | 
(1.400: 30-55)—‘Slave Ship’ (20th) 
(2d week) and ‘There Goes My Girl’ 


(RKO>. Big stuff for this house at | 
$3,000. Last week ‘Captains Cour- 
azeous’ (MG) closed a fifth stanza | 
at $1,900, par. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2.000; 30-55) — ‘Singing Marine’ | 
tren. 4 


WB) and ‘Born Reckless’ (20th) (2d | 
ek), Still cashing in for good $4,- | 
First week got extra biz during 

‘t Week, strong $7,000. 


ramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 
: 30-35)—‘Easy Living’ (Par) | 
i Sly Away Baby’ (WB). Reg-' 





| quits tonight, 


| away. 


| pulled $5,500. 


| of Frightened 


| final 
| socko at $13,000. 


istered okay and in line for average 
$5,000. Last week ‘Slave Ship’ (26th) 
and ‘Big Business’ (20th) ran up an 
extra score for this house, closing 
for good $7,200. 

Rivoli (Indie) (1,200: 25-35)— 
‘You're in the Army Now’ (GB) and 
vaude, Nicely at $2,800. Last week 
‘Melody for Two’ (WB) and vaude 
got extra biz from Fleet visit, $3,200. 


United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- | 


55)—‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Men in 
Exile’ (FN). Getting a terrific play 
right from the start; should close for 
wow $9,000 and hold. 
Knight Without Armor’ (UA) was 
completely disappointing and pulled 
after five days at only $3,500. 


‘Saratoga’ Winner 


Over Weather In 





Philly, 25G’s, 1.0. 


Philadelphia, July 27. 
Film openings in the downtown 


houses are being regularly and pur- | 


posely staggered, with the result 
that the crix are kept stepping and 
regular weekly schedules are com- 
pletely disrupted. Fox, formerly al- 


TO -9- 10.15.90). | most a certainty for Friday change, 
eros. (inh) Shave, Learn | has been switching pix on Thursday | 


of late and ‘The Road Back’ opens 
there today (Tuesday), which means 
that ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ got only a 
five-day second week. It was some- 
thing of a disappointment, with the 
heat getting the bulk of the blame. 

Only pic to give the weather man 
a battle is ‘Saratoga,’ which started 


|to terrific trade at the Stanley and 
| has held up well. 


It opened Wed- 
nesday and is riding through into 

second week. Reviews weren't es- 
pecially helpful. Crix were inclined 
to like ‘Knight Without Armor’ bet- 
ter, but that film is getting ver 
lukewarm trade at the Boyd and 
after a week's stay 


| with ‘Topper,’ figured good for ho 


weather fare, following. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65) ‘Knight 
Without Armor’ (UA). Crix liked 


| this English pic, but crowds stayed 


Ending run tonight (27), 
with less than $11,000. ‘Topper’ 
opens tomorrow. In four-day second 
week, ‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) 


Earle (2,000; 25-40-55)—‘Ever Since 
Eve’ (WB) and vaude, Herman Bing 
headlined. So-so $11,500. Last week, 
‘Last Train from Madrid’ (Par) and 
Duke Ellington’s band, $14.500 in 
six-day week, nice. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Road Back’ 
(U). Opened today (27). ‘Wee 
Willie Winkie’ (20th) got $8,500 in 
five-day 2nd week after its very nice 
$16,500 on first week. 

Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40) — ‘Born 
Reckless’ (20th). First run for a 
change here, but only $2,000 or less 
likely. Last week, ‘Wings Over 
Honolulu’ (U) ditto. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55-65) — ‘Sara- 
toga’ (MG). Starts second week to- 
morrow (Wed.). Still good biz, al- 
though off a bit from opening pace, 
when $5,500 was reported for the 
first day. Pic is getting $25,000, or 
close to it, in the first seven days, 
ending tonight. 

Stanton (1,700: 30-40-50)—Thun- 
der in City’ (Col). English pic may 
be too slow for this house, $5,000 
maybe. Last week, ‘Devil Is Driv- 
ing’ (Col), also under house’s usual 
average at $5,500. 


‘Saratoga,’ ‘League’ Sock 
$13,000 in Indianapolis 


Indianapolis, July 27. 

‘Saratoga’ is hitting a record pace 
for the season this week at Loew's 
on dual with ‘League of Frightened 
Men.’ Without the aid of any out- 
side exploitation, other than special 
newspaper stories on the angle of 
Jean Harlow’s final screen appear- 
ance, ‘Saratoga’ has started off with 
the biggest opening business since 
1935 with the exception of ‘Thin 


| Man.’ 


‘Wee Willie Winkie’ is doing nicely 
in its holdover session at the Apollo, 
while the Circle is faring satisfac- 
torily with a dual of ‘Exclusive’ and 
‘Super Sleuth.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25-40) 


—‘Wee Willie’ (20th) 2d wk.). Very 
good with $4,250. Last week same 
pic did $7,000, dandy. 

Cirele (Monarch) (2.800; 25-40) 


‘Exclusive’ (Par) and ‘Super Sleuth’ 
(Par), dual. Former picture billed 
the latter; 


1. 
ox 


over gross $5,300 iv 
Last week holdover of ‘Easy Living’ 
| (Par) on twin bill with ‘Last Train 
From Madrid’ (Par) was mild at 
| $3.200. 

Loew's (Loew's) (2,400: 25-40) 


‘Saratoga’ (MG) on dual with ‘League 
Men’ (Col) Due to 
newspaper attention to Jean Harlow’s 
film effort, this one plenty 
Last wee! ual of 
‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ (MiG) and 
‘Pick a Star’ (MG), $7,500. good. 
Lyric (Olson) (2.900: 25-30-46) 

‘Talent Scout’ (WB) and = vaude 
Weak at $6,500, due to lack of names 


on bill. Last week, ‘Ever Since Eve 
(WB) and vaude was very good at 
$9,508. 


Last week | 


No Alibis If Pix Good on Bway: 
‘Winkie’ Smash $65,000 as Roxy Ups 


= 


— 


Scale, ‘Toast Crisp 856, Jean 356 


Stronger attractions on Broadway 
are causing less of an alibi against 
summer weather, beaches, golf and 
other pet aversions of the box office 
men. The proof of the pudding be- 


ing in the eating, the Music Hall, 


|; Roxy, Capitol and Paramount have 


no complaints to make against what 
their shows are doing, The others 
are hollering without remembering 
they haven’t got any bait on their 
hooks. Where a catch is being made, 
some pictures are naturally held 
down to summer levels by the week- 
end heat and exodus to beaches. The 
same pictures in winter weather 
would be substantially bigger at the 
ticket windows. 

Thus, a $65,000 first week for ‘Wee 
Willie Winkie’ at the Roxy, $85,000 
for ‘Toast of New York’ at Radio 
City Music Hall, $35,000 for ‘Sara- 
toga’ at the Capitol and $34,000 for 
‘Exclusive’ and the Mal Hallett or- 
chestra at the Paramount would be 
equivalent to at least 10% more in 
the fall or winter. ‘Winkie,’ with its 
smash takings of $65,000, is the lead- 
er of the week, this figure for the 


| house placing it ahead of the good 


$85,000 the Hall is getting. 
‘Saratoga, while good, is disap- 
pointing when viewed in the light of 


; the heavy expectations for it in New 
‘York and the business it is reported 


to be doing in other cities. The Par 
band policy, with Hal LeRoy booked 
to go with the Hallett orchestra this 


‘week, is believed more responsible 


for a very Satisfactory summer's 
gross of $34,000 here than ‘Exclusive.’ 
The big wound of the week is be- 


jing cut deeply at the Astor, where 
| High, Wide and Handsome’ is off to 


a poor start, though backed by a 


| $50,000 advertising campaign, includ- 


{ing a $17,000 sign. 
| unquestionably 


Torrid weather 


hurt it over. the 


‘week-end. The first five days’ gross 


, totals to o 


} 
| 


- $7,800. Par is paying 
Loew’s-Metro $5,000 for the house, 
and has it for seven weeks. Possible 


| capacity is $20,700. On Tuesday (3) 


' tum. 


, Harlow starrer getting 


final (7th) stanza, ending Friday 
night (30). ‘Gold Racket’ debuts 
Saturday morning (31). 

Criterion (1,662: 25-40-55 )—‘Lives 
_of Bengal Lancer’ (Par) (reissue). | 
!Around a mild $6,500 in prospect. 


Paramount brings in another two-a- 
dayer with opening of ‘Souls at Sea’ 
at the Globe. Date has been changed 
three times now, originally having 
been July 28, then Aug. 4. Globe has 
been taken from Harry Brandt for 
four weeks. 

With competition keen against 
them, ‘Married Before Breakfast,’ 
‘Hollywood Cowboy,’ ‘Bengal Lan- 
cers’ revival and ‘They Won’t For- 
get’ are all singing the blues. ‘Break- 
fast’ takes the State, vaudfilmer, into 
the red again on one of the few oc- 
casions in the last two years where 
that has occurred. Last time also 
was when the house attempted a 
first-run booking, ‘13th Chair,’ gross 
dipping then to $15,000. This week it 
will still be much too much red for 
comfort at $16,000. Vaude bill in- 
cludes Rosco Ates, Lucky Millinder 
orchestra and Frances Faye. 

The Rialto looks for no more than 
a dull $6,300 with ‘Cowboy,’ while 
‘Lancers,’ a mighty grosser of two 
seasons back, will be only about $6,- 
500 for the tough-luck Criterion. If 
somebody gave this fine little house 
some product it would’ probably 
have a chance to gain some momen- 
Par is considering a partner- 
ship deal for it. 

‘They Won't Forget’ had a good 
first week of $30,000, but looks no 
more than $15,000 currently on the 
second, yet goes a third. The Pal- 
ace has a first-run, ‘She Had to Eat,’ 
coupled with ‘Slave Ship,’ but un- 
likely that it will get more than 
about $7,500, just fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘High, Wide and Handsome’ (Par). 
Premiered Wednesday night (21) 
and on first five days only $7,800, 
very disappointing. Capacity of 
house $20,700, including three shows 
Saturdays and Sundays. 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 
‘Saratoga’ (MG). Posthumous Jean 
its share of 
the morbidly curious, but under ex- 
pectations at what appears $35,000 
tops first week. Holds over. Last 
week, ‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ (MG) 
(2d wk), around $17,000, okay. 

Central (1,000: 25-35-40-55-65-75- 
85-99)-—Damaged Lives’ (Weldon) 
(7th wk). After a satisfactory $7,000 


last week (6th), picture took sudden | 


dip and will be only about $5,000 on 


Last week ‘Midnight Madonna’ (Par) 
flivved badly, under $6,000. ‘Marrv 


the Girl’ (WB) opens Saturday (31). | 
Globe (1,274: 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
Souls at Sea’ (Par). Opens here 
ym a twice-daily basis at $2 top 


next Tuesday night (3). Par has the 


(RKO) (2d run) and ‘Great Hospital 
Mystery’ (20th) (lst run), around 
$9,000, o.k. 

Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-85-99) 
— Exclusive’ (Par) and, in pit, Mal 
Hallett orchestra and Hal LeRoy. On 
first week, ending last night, $34,000, 
not near what house has been doing 
lately, but satisfactory enough. Show 





goes a second week, starting today 
(Wed.), to be followed by ‘Artists 
and Models’ (Par) the following 


Wednesday (4). 
| Radio City Music Hall (5.980: 40- 
| 60-85-99-$1.65)—“Toast of New York’ 
| (RKO) and stage show. Doing good 
enough at $85,000, nice for summer 
here, to be held over a second week. 
‘Knight Without Armor’ (UA), 
which also was a two-weeker, got 
$68,000 the final seven days, good. 
Rialte (750; 25-40-55 )}—‘Hollywood 
Cowboy’ (RKO). Not raising much 
dust, speed looking like only about 


$6,300, mild. Last week it was a 
little better, $6,600. with ‘Devil Is 
Driving’ (Col). 

Roxy (5,836; 25-45-55-75) ‘Wee 


Willie Winkie’ (20th) and stage show 
(bist wk). A smash of no mean pro- 
portions which, with breaks, will hit 
high in the skies at $65,000. House 
increased its weekday scales from 
55 to 75c. top, same as Saturdays and 


Sundays, and so scaled now can do 
$91,000 capacity. ‘Winkie’ holds 
over. Last week, ‘Super Sleuth’ 


(RKO) finished at $26,300, just get- 
ting house out. : 
Strand (2,767; 25-55-75) ‘They 
Won't Forget’ (WB) (2d wk). Was 
Strong on the first week at $30,000, 


but sliding on the holdover (2d) to 
around $15,000. Picture is being 
held a third, however, to be fol- 


lowed by ‘San Quentin’ (WB). 


State (3,450; 35-55-75) — ‘Married 
Before Breakfast’ (MG) (lst run) 
and vaude headed by Rosco Ates. 
They're holding their heads in their 
hands around here this week; only 
$16,000 and that’s crimson. Last 
week, ‘Day at Races’ (MG) (2d run) 
and Benny Davis unit, $26,000, good. 


TEMPLE TOT BIG 
$1250, DENVER 


Denver, July 27. 
Three films are being held over, 
one going into a third week. ‘Sara- 
toga’ broke the house record at the 


Orpheum opening day and has con- 
tinued to pack the house since. Pic- 
ture is being held only three days 
because of the coming of a stage 
show Saturday. 


‘Knight Without Armor’ is going 
to the Braadway after two big weeks 
at the Aladdin. ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ 
goes to the Aladdin after standing 
them up repeatedly at the Denver. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Knight Without Armor’ (UA) (2d 
week). Fine $4,000 after very good 
$5,000 last week. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,500: 25-40)— 
‘David Harum’ (20th) (reissue). Just 
fair at $2,500. Last week ‘Singing 
Marine’ (WB) did a good $3,000, fol- 
lowing a week at the Denver. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—‘Easy Living’ (Par) (2d week). 
Just about making it at $4,000, after 
nice $7,000 on its initial stanza. 

Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th), and 
stage band. Big $12,500, which means 

la moveover to the Aladdin next 
week. Last week ‘Ever Since Eve’ 
| (FN) turned in around $9,000, okay, 
lbut not enough to win it a carry- 
}over at another Fox house. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—'‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Married Be- 
fore Breakfast’ (MG). Sock biz at 
$14,000. Can't be held more than 
three days because of previous stage- 
show bookings, a shame. Last week 





|‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ (MG) e214 
‘Hollywood Cowboy” (RKO), did 
okay at $8,500. 

| Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Melody for Two’ (WB) and ‘Draec- 
german Courage’ (FN). Acceptable 
at $2,500. Last week ‘Devil Driv- 
jing’ (Col) and ‘League of Frigh i 
| Men’ (Col) were good a 


t $3,000 


| Farrow Gongs ‘Warning’ 


Hollywood, July 27 


house for four weeks. John Farrow starts directing 
Palace (1.700: 25-35-55) ‘Slave | ‘without Warnin , at Warners this 
Ship’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘She Had} . uo. with Jane Wyman and Boris 
to Eat’ (20th) (Ist run), doubled.! ,- ; : ' 
Only lukewarm, probably around | ®arlofl topping cas 
- $7,509. Last week’s duo, ‘New Faces’! Crane Wilbur did the screenplay. 
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Harlow $28,000, New Frisco Record: 
Waring and ‘Love’ Socko at $26,000 


+ 





San Francisco, July 27. 

Interest in Jean Harlow’s final pic- 
ture is so great here that the Para- 
mount theatre will break a record of 
many years’ standing with ‘Saratoga. 
In order to take care of the custom- 
ers, the Paramount is opening its 
doors at 10 am., an hour earlier 
than usual. 

Golden Gate theatre, with Fred 
Waring on the stage, isn’t running 
very far behind the Paramount. Gate 
upped its admission from 40c to 55c 
for last Saturday’s matinee, 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55)—‘Exclu- 
sive’ (Par) and ‘Lady Escapes’ (20th). 
Strong competish is unusual attrac- 
tions offered by more centrally lo- 
cated houses holding this one to a 
fair $15,000. Last week, ‘Ever Since 
Eve’ (WB) and ‘Born Reckless’ 
(20th) did $11,000, which is very bad. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Can’t Beat Love’ (RKO) and Fred 
Waring band on stage. Playing a re- 
turn engagement, Waring started off 
with a bang, bettering business he 
did here several months ago on open- 
ing day by $900. Take will be in the 
nabe of $26,000. Last week ‘Super 
Sleuth’ (RKO) and vaude did a fine 


$16,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)-— 
‘Road Back’ (U) and ‘Small Town 
Boy’ (GN) (2nd wk). Remarque’s 
sequel is doing nicely and should see 
a good $8,000 after a strong first 
week at $14,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55)— 
‘Saratoga’ (MGM) and ‘Big Business’ 
(20th). Doing the biggest biz at the 
Paramount in many a moon; Jean 
Harlow picture had patrons standing 
in the aisles on opening day; expect 
$28,000 on the week, which is about 
$3,000 better than ‘San Francisco,’ 
previous record-breaker. Last week 
‘Captains Couragéous’ (MGM) and 
‘Crime Nobody Saw’ (Par) did 
healthy $18,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55 )— 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) and 
‘Crime Nobody Saw’ (Par) (2nd wk). 
Kipling story is doing corking biz 
on its pop run. Moved here last 
week after a healthy first stanza at 
the Paramount; should take in the 
nabe of $6,500. Last week ‘Slave 


Ship’ (20th) and ‘Married Before 
Breakfast’ (MGM) did good $6,000 
(2nd wk). 


United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55)—‘Silent Barriers’ (GB) and 
‘Looking for Trouble’ (UA) (re- 
vival). House is breaking long-estab- 
lished policy of not running doubles 
by reviving ‘Trouble,’ but biz very 
poor at $5,000. Last week ‘Woman 
Chases Man’ (UA) (2nd), did $5,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55)— 
*‘Between Two Women’ (MGM) and 
‘Public Wedding’ (WB). Will have 
to be satisfied with $13,000 on this 
combo, which is suffering from ter- 
rific competish. Last week ‘Emperor’s 
Candlesticks’ (MGM) and ‘Sing and 
Be Happy’ (20th) (2nd wk) finished 
to a good $9,000. 


TOGA’ HEY-HEY 
$15,000, BALTO 


Baltimore, July 27. 
It’s all ‘Saratoga’ here this week, 
with Loew’s Century lining them up 
front and keeping them coming, for 
a wow $15,000. Rest of the town is 
very mild, with some action for 
‘Road Back’ (U) at Keith's, already 


announced for a second week after 
an indicated $5,500 for its first ses- 
sion, 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55 )—‘Saratoga’ (MG). Had 
them waiting for doors to open and 
hey-hey since; rousing $15,000 in 
view. Last week, second of ‘Day at 
Races’ (MG) fair $6,600. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,200; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) —‘Girl Said No’ 
(GN) plus Will Osborne band. Not 
more than $10,000. Last week, ‘Super 
Sleuth’ (RKO) and Briiton band 
slowed up some to $11,200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.500; 15- 
25-30-35-40-55)—Road Back’ (U). 
Opened nicely and maintaining fair 
pace for indicated $5.500. Second 
week already announced. Last week, 
‘Woman Alone’ (GB) not much at 
$2,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400: 15-25-30- 
40-55)—"Wee Willie’ (20th) (2nd 
wk). Tapering off to $2,800 after oke 
first session at $4,100. 

Stanley (WB) (3.450: 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Another Dawn’ (WB). Very 
slow; no more than $4,500. Last week 
‘Mountain Music’ (Par) mild $7,400. 











Mahin’s ‘Gangster’ 
Hollywood, July 27. 
John Lee Mahin has been assigned 
to do the adaptation and screenplay 
for Metro’s ‘The Last Gangster.’ 
Edward G. Robinsen will be starred, 





Coen’s Rescue Chore 





Hollywood, July 27. 
Script for RKO’s production of 
‘Romance to the Rescue’ is being pre- 
pared by Franklin Coen. 
Maury Cohen will produce, 





‘Easy Living,’ Bowes 
Amateurs Good for 
Big $18,500 in Pitt. 


Pittsburgh, July 27. 

Marquees are heralding what they 
want around here this week and, 
with some help from the weather 
man in the form of cooler weather. 
biz is shooting ahead briskly. At 
least a couple of h.o’s on tap in 
‘Saratoga,’ at the Penn, and ‘Wee 
Willie Winkie,’ at the Alvin, both of 








which are giving these houses top 
grosses of the summer. 

Major Bowes’ amateurs, 10th time 
for them here in two years, are still 
a pretty petent draw and, with 
‘Easy Living’ at the Stanley, are giv- 
ing the site a healthy session, while 
‘Slave Ship’ is rounding out a highly 
successful three-week stay at the 
Fulton with a bit of profit. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th). Started 
off like a house afire, but tapered off 
somewhat over the weekend and 
will wind up around $9,000. That's 
plenty okay and good enough for a 
holdover. Last week, “Trader Horn’ 
(MG) reissue got some coin, doing 
close to $5,300 on dual with ‘Love 
In A Bungalow’ (U). 

Art Cinema (Hendel) (250; 25-35- 
50)—Damaged Goods’ (Weldon) (3d 
wk). Still getting money and, on 
current stanza, should have no 
trouble collecting $2,750. That means 
a fourth. Got $3,300 last week on 
top of a $4,000 opening session. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Slave Ship’ (20th) (3d wk). Mel- 
ler will go out to a neat enough 
$4,100. Could possibly have held 
again, but management wanted to 
get ‘Road Back’ (U) in tomorrow 
(28) to coincide with opening of 


80th division reunion here. Last 
week was close to $7,000. 
Palace (Harris) (450; 25-40)— 


‘Damaged Goods’ (Criterion) (3d 
wk). Will wind up in the $1,300 sec- 
tor and no kicks. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Saratoga’ (MG). Plenty of in- 
terest in Jean Harlow’s last one and 
drawing the femmes particularly. 
Matinees biggest here in months and 
will smash through at $21,000 or bet- 
ter, That means a move to the 
Warner Friday (30), to continue the 
downtown run. Last week, ‘Singing 
Marine’ (WB) was just fair at 


10,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Easy Living’ (Par) and = Major 
Bowes amateurs. Tyros still b.o. 
here, despite 10 visits in two years; 
while $18,500 isn’t up to some of past 





grosses, it’s still altogether satisfac- 
tory. Last week, Herman Bing in 
person bolstered ‘Ever Since Eve’ 
(FN) into a corking $20,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘King 
of Gamblers’ (Par) and ‘Can’t Beat 
Love’ (RKO). Ordinary twinner 
and getting ordinary gross. Maybe 
$3,800. Last week, ‘Last Train from 
Madrid’ (Par) and ‘Fly Away Baby’ 
around $4,000. 


‘WEE WILLIE,” BOWES 
BIG $12,000 IN MPLS. 


Minneapolis, July 27. 

‘Saratoga’ and ‘Wee Willie Winkie,’ 
plus Major Bowes’ all-girl unit are 
hypoing grosses at the Minnesota 
and Orpheum and the general box- 
office picture is prettier currently. 
Moreover, ‘Easy Living’ whammed 
‘em so hard at the Orpheum last 
week that it was moved to the 
Century for a second canto and con- 
tinues to deliver. 

Trade pick-up all along the line is 
in the face of severe competition 
from professional night baseball, 
which is drawing from 6,000 to 9,000 
paid admissions per night and un- 
doubtedly diverting considerable 
patronage. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) | 
—Time Out for Romance’ (20th) 
and ‘Melody for Two’ (WB). Dual 
bills are showing box-office punch, 
even in this non-cooled house, so 
this one is being held for full week; 
look like pretty good $1,200. Last 
week, ‘Good Old Soak’ (MG) and 
‘Murder Goes to College’ (Par) (2d 
runs), split, and dual first runs last 
three days, ‘White Bondage’ (WB) 
and ‘Night of Mystery’ (Par), at/| 
$1,000, fair. 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40)—‘Easy Living’ (Par) (2d 
week). Moved here from Orpheum, 
where it clicked nicely. Still hitting 
good $5,000 pace. Last week, 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) (2d 
week), good $5,500. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 
25-35-55 )—Saratoga’ (MG). Public 
flocking to see last Jean Harlow pic- 
ture; running nine days, instead of 
the usual seven; started out briskly 
and no let-down; may reach very 
big $14,000. Last week, ‘New Faces’ 
(RKO), yanked after five days to 


poor $4,000. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; 
35-40-55) —“Wee Willie’ (20th) and 
Major Bowes’ all-girl unit. Great 
combination for family trade and 
turning ‘em away; heading for good 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Easy Money’ 
(Par), big $10,000. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,890; 25- 
40)——‘Last Train from Madrid’ (Par) 
and ‘Meet Missus’ (Par). This dual 
bill sailing along nicely towards 
$3,600. Last week, ‘Riding an Air’ 
(RKO) and ‘Angel’s Holiday’ (20th), 
good $3,800. 

Time (Berger) (290; 25-35)—‘For- 
bidden Adventure’ (Indie) (4th 
week). Still on profit side; good $900 
indicated after $1,100 last week. 
..Uptewn (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Parnell’ (MG). First nabe showing. 
Looks like pretty good $3,000. Last 
week, ‘This Is My Affair’ (20th), at 
$2.800 was pretty good. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 

‘Tales from Vienna Woods’ 
(Austrian). German language musi- 
cal not demonstrating much pull; 
light $1,000 in prospect. Last week, 
‘Accused’ (UA), bad at $900. 











Pix Scarcity Is Newest Detroit 
Headache; Jean Near Record $18,500 





Detroit, July 27. 

Pix are so scarce they're moving 
‘em from one house to another to 
get a change of bill. With quality 
dubious in most cases, plus plenty of 
summer heat, the local situation is 
almost a nightmare. One spot, the 
Downtown, shut Sunday (25) for six 
weeks, due to lack of films. House 
has been playing revivals past couple 
of weeks, but couldn't make out on 
them. 

United Detroit chain is shifting its 
pix from the Michigan and UA to 
its other two downtown spots, Madi- 
son and State. 

Bright star in the current ointment 
is ‘Saratoga’ at the UA, which bids 
fair to come near the house's record. 
Both the Michigan and Fox are 
plagued by product, but the formei 
figures to do oke. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Elephant Boy’ (UA) plus ‘West- 
bound Limited’ (U), dual. Up here 
to $5,800, good. Last session normal 
$5,000 on ‘If I Had a Million’ (Par 
reissue) and ‘“That.I _May. Live, 
(20th). 

Downtown (Krim) (2,800; 25-40)— 
Shuttered Sunday (25) for six weeks 
due to lack of pix. Revivals, ‘San 
| Francisco’ (MG) and ‘Shipmates For- 
lever’ (WB), did badly last stanza at 





| $2,200. 
Fox (Indie) (5,000: 30-40-65) - 


| ‘Under Red Robe’ (20th) and Three 


! 
} 





| 30-40-65 ) — ‘Between 


| 


‘ 


Stooges topping vaude. Won't get 
more than $16,000. Slightly better 
$17,500 last week on ‘Wings Over 
Honolulu’ (U) plus Henny Young- 
man heading stage show. 
Madison (United Detroit) 
30-40-65) — ‘Captains Courageou’’ 
(MG) (3d week). Moved here after 
two big sessions at the UA and 
should get about $4,000, nsg. Last 
week fourth session of ‘Day at Races’ 
(MG) netted $4,500 following a week 
of $4,600. Also in here from the UA. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 


(2,000: 


(MG) with ‘Popeye’ and ‘Betty Boop’ 
on stage. Doing okay $19,500. Last 
week ‘Ever Since Eve’ (WB), ballyed 
heavily by Hearst press, garnered 
good $25,000 with Tasty Yeast Jesters 
on stage. 
Palms-State 


(United Detroit) 


| (3,000: 25-40 )—‘Ever Since Eve’ (WB) 


(2d week) and ‘Last Train from 
Madrid’ (Par), dual. Former opus 
moved here from the Michigan and 
combo should get about $6,000. 
noimal. Previous stanza oke $5,700 
on ‘Call of Wild’ (MG) and ‘Pick a 


Star’ (MG). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000; 30-40-65)—‘Saratoga’ (MG). 
Setting the town afire with near- | 


record $18,500. Figures to stay for at 


least four weeks. Last week (second) | 
' of 


‘Captains Courageous’ 
snagged nice $11,000, following open- 
ing week's $10,000. 


Two Women’ | 


open 
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Inside Stuft—Pictures 


Same obstacle which Metro had to hurdle twice in recent pictures has 
the Culver City boys quite deft in giving Death the runaround. Problem 
was more personally met in ‘Saratoga’ with Jean Harlow, but had to be 
met on a much larger scale with ‘Firefly.’ 

With war in Spain having butchered a million people in the last vear 
it is becoming increasingly difficult to get romance into musicals with a 
war setting. As for straight drama, even these pix can pancake when 
they use a war setting. Turking of ‘The Woman I Love’ which had Paul 
Muni and Miriam Hopkins in the cast can be explained partly on the 
grounds that the World War is far enough back to be dated and not yet 
old enough to be romantic. 

But ‘Firefly,’ set in Spain during the Napoleonic wars, while it fulfills 
the condition of being romantic because of its remoteness, bumped into 
the fact that the present war in Spain is neither romantic nor remote. 

Solution of Spain’s plight in ‘Firefly’ is its rescue by the Duke of Well- 
ington and the British troops. While this brings cheers in the picture 
it can’t help but remind audiences of the present cautious attitude of the 
British concerning their interests and obligations in Spain. 

Whether either faction in Spain will like ‘Firefly’ is unimportant be- 
cause the size of any grosses from there will be academic, 


a 








Several recent issues of fan mags that barged into the objectionable 
category because of too racy stories and pictures are undergoing the close 
scrutiny of the Hays office with possibility that they may be deprived of 
studio cooperation. Indictment falls wholly on newcomers in the fan 
field that are attempting to grab circulation through sensationalism. Class 
fan mags are fostering the move for a cleanup. 

Corps of press correspondents stationed in Hollywood and visiting the 
lots has grown so unwieldy in numbers that publicity departments have 
a problem on their hands whenever an important preview comes up, try- 
ing to keep the important ones satisfied and winnow out the others. 
Solution is to hold double previews, which was done last week by 20th- 
Fox with “You Can’t Have Everything’ and by Samuel Goldwyn in the 
case of ‘Stella Dallas.’ Move is afoot now instigated by the publicity de- 
partments to have the Hays office shave down the correspondents’ list. 

The Hays office is already tightening up on studio passes for visiting 
newspapermen and radio news spielers. Majority of visitors who request 
blanket ducat to all studios usually wind up with compromise ticket for 
one. Effort is being made to weed out vacationists from the county seats 
who fail to write anything when they get home. 





Joe Breen’s production code office, which has the okaying of scripts 
before shooting and the approval of final prints before release, has been 
more than moderately lenient with some of the recent productions. Breen 
continues to clamp down heavy enough on rough romance, but there has 
been much comment in Hollywood over other angles. 

Production code specifically provides that ‘revenge {fn modern times 
shall not be tolerated,’ but the final half reel of ‘Exclusive’ (Par) was 
devoted to a mob attack on a newspaper pubisher, whose life is saved only 
by the timely arrival of police. 

Another instance which has created discussion (and some audience 
squawks) is the finish of ‘They Gave Him a Gun’ (Metro). Situation is 
developed where Franchot Tone, an escaped convict, deliberately walks 
into an ambush of prison guards, heavily armed. Tone is unarmed. 
Ordered to surrender, he takes it on the lam, and guards fire from all 
sides. Scene shows him stumble, half rise, and then flatten. Comment 
is that sequence is in direct violation of code provision that ‘brutal kill- 
ings are not to be permitted in detail.’ 

Eyes of each studo are on the other plants’ release to see if the Breen 
axe falls as heavily on the other fellow. 





Steve Hannagan, p. a for the Tidewater Associated Oil Co., tied in with 
Par in exploiting ‘High, Wide and Handsome’ in several ways. Pic, for 
its $2 premiere at the Astor, N. Y., got extra exploitation via a stack of 
buildups at the various Tydol gas stations, since subject of the film has 
to do with founding of the company, although it isn’t mentioned by name 

Night of the opening, Stan Lomax, sports reporter over WOR, Newark, 
sponsored by Tidewater, devoted most of his spiel to the films, telling 
how big it is, ete. Also introed Randolph Scott, featured in the film, and 
went into one of those interviews with no sports value, but distinctly 
plugging the film. Lomax has also mentioned the pic in his spiel since. 

While figuring as good exploitation, especially in light of the many gas 
stations, radio spiels, etc., there is a reverse twist also, in that it impresses 
some as being a commercial tie-up for the film and perhaps amounting to 
a commercial film in the minds of some. Par answers this allegation by 
pointing out that there is not any mention of the oil company by name 
anywhere in the picture proper. 





Harry Brand, 20th-Fox puffery mogul, had a flack’s holiday after he 
collared the trio of Russian transpolar flyers for a visit to the studios in 
Westwood, Calif. Pictures of the flyers with Shirley Temple hit all the 
wire services. Outfits fought for exclusive showing the intrepid group 
with Eddie Cantor, Sonja Henie, Tyrone Power and others. Temple pic, 
however, was considered a big break inasmuch as it tied into national 
opening of her new film, ‘Wee Willie Winkie.’ Brand beat every other 
studio on the Coast by his maneuvering. 





Paramount has set back release date on ‘Double Or Nothing,’ from 
Aug. 17 to Sept. 28 in order to add scenes and get better musical effects. 
Included in additions is a title song written by Johnny Burke and Victor 
Young. First release date was set when the studio figured it would need 
picture to fulfill release commitments. Cast includes Bing Crosby, Martha 
Raye, Mary Carlisle and Andy Devine. 





‘Hollywood Screen Test,’ the short feature Universal made to glorify 
all angles surrounding the ever-present search for new screen faces. is 
being sold to the exhibitors with guarantee of a screen trailer. It is one 


- the few instances that a producer has prepared a trailer to bally @ 
short. 





In changing the title of “Tovarich’ to ‘Tonight's Our Night.’ Warners will 
continue to mentjon the original play title in all references to the picture. 
Advertising and publicity will carry such lines as ‘Tonight’s Our Night,’ 
based on the play ‘Tovarich.’ 





UMPTO will picket WB houses same 
as indies. 

Judge Joseph Varbalow of Cam- 
den, N. J., has been added to legal 
staff on strike. In his opinion, and 
that of other attorneys of the or- 
Zanization, according to UMPTO, 
Par has breached its contract by 
failure to provide pix it showed on 
work sheet. Exhibs therefore are 
considered within their rights in not 
accepting product. Should Par start 
suit, UMPTO is prepared to immedi- 








Par Strike 


(Continued from page 5) 








|handbills, many of which are al- 
|ready floating about the city. In 
front of UMPTO headquarters on 
| the film rialto will be placed a large 
| bulletin board with the names of 
'exhibs not participating in the strike. 


Negotiations are still going onjately start counter-suit to force de- 
with Joe Bernhard to bring War-| livery of six additional pix. 
ners into the fray, but there has Among those who have refused 
| been no success along this line so|to join the date strike and will be 
|far. WB contract with Par still has| picketed is Sid Samuelson. former 
|}a year to run and it is figured by | prez of National Allied and Allied 
Warner execs that, should they pull|of New Jersey. He recently took 
Par dates. Par and Comerford houses| over booking of four Hildinger 





may retaliate on the WB exchange. 


houses in Trenton. 
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While you're reading this ad, almost 30,000,000 magazine readers 
are figuratively looking over your shoulders—waiting to respond 
At box offices!...It’s another example of guaranteed show manship 
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Barbara Stanwyck im her gree! ost rele as “Stella Dallas” im Samucl Goldw ya's acw production 


Stella Dallas Inspires a Discussion of a 
Mother’ Vital Problem 


How Much Stonid «a Mother 
—_ Mother love és « wert 

urious theng Some women are bork 
mothers, even though they my 
never have children of their ewa.* 
Some women, the —_ they he 4 
bring into the world any namber ¢ 
children, never really understand a 
certain type of mother love 

I was brought up on the saying 
that few women are both good wives 








and good mothers; that most women either give all 
they have to give to their husbands, and therefore less 
to then child ee ¢ too much to their 
uidven, and the | vives around them, 
vhile the husband and bie interests are more or less 


neglected 

I beleve that when one’s children are really small a 
sthee shawld give them the greatest devouon and at- 
As they grow older, however, she should mewer 





except 0 the big og wh ich ave necocsary Sos 


the childven’s é ypment. She has got to be able to 
live her own lite after her children are grown and have 
cd fran her to wes of their own. Therefore, it is 


that dhe should mot deep her interests com- 


sY 
MRS. FRANKLIN DB. 
ROOSEVELT 


pictely, for she must net ferce them rm inter litt to make 
too great a sacrifice for ber 

* In the big things I think a mother usually does sacri- 
fice for her children, but I think she should shways de 
it with her eves wide open. For instance, many a woman 
whose married life has been uahappy has continued to 





Bovbaca Stanwyck, John Boles. Anno Shirley ia 
“Stella Dathor 


Eve wich her husband becouse of die Aildron, and 
both parmes art ig enough so thet they van make 
homes atmosphere gracions, the saceihce i 
worth whele Ti not, 1 thenk most chitdron would 
tho the home where ill fecling and constant 
efign sine heme at ai 

Somenerace it 38 a Queatian ner of whesher you 
make o sacrihce, bor of whether you can make « 
cnongh ene vo make mt worth while. A mether 
remewler thet wher socrthces che enmkes, éhe 
never expect #0 be repard im hend, for grébalvty the 
dren will tell her some day that the esorthoe was not 
tltevy Ihking! She bad best forget chat she tus ever mu 
any sacethce, and go through lite en the assumption 
wh ot che does, dhe docs because she wants to do it, 








‘ 


that as far as im her hes, she will give the children, w 4 
they are young, 2 wise discapine, and a great love. W e 


they are old enough to | adap and stand eher 
experiences, dhe will fet oo, hoping they will 
tien te her when they ared compamonship and ses: 
nonce and char he has pevee them strength and courage 
cnough ta meet the warld on then own 





eich for Semacl Caldwyn's “Sretle Ballas,” coming 
eer te seu) metren picture theatre 





fora guaranteed smash hit! 


Samuel Goldwyn presents 


STELLA DALLAS 


» BARBARA STANWYCK 
JOHN BOLES - ANNE SHIRLEY 


ALAN HALE + BARBARA O'NEIL *¢ Written ‘by OLIVE HIGGINS PROUTY 
Dramatization by HARRY WAGSTAFF GRIBBLE and GERTRUDE PURCELL 


Directed by KING VIDOR «© Released thru UNITED ARTISTS 
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most exciting picture of the most 
exciting city in the world with the 
most compelling cast that ever 
enacted an inspired drama! 


Ps 


%, od 
é s 
Sd 


JOEL McCREA 






Released 


AUGUST 27th. 


starring 


epefm& SYLVIA SIDNEY 
~~ | ty ~ ra J and JOEL McCREA 
ie & with HUMPHREY BOGART 


WENDY BARRIE + CLAIRE TREVOR - ALLEN JENKINS 


Based on the play. by Sidney Kingsley * As produced_by Norman Bel 
° en ww 
: Geddes * Screenplay by Lillian Hellman © Directed by WILLIAM WYLER 


aaa eee RELEASED THRU UNITED ARTISTS 


a % 


WENDY BARRIE ws THOSE AMAZING BOY ACTORS FROM THE NEW YORK STAGE PLAY 
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Selznich International 
presents 


ROWNAL O 


LM 


iN, 
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Bring New Glory to the 
Greatest Adventure 
Story Ever Told! .... 


WiTH 


MADELEINE CARROLL 


MARY ASTOR - C. AUBREY SMITH 
DAVID NIVEN - RAYMOND MASSEY 


DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS ¥. 


Based on Edward Rose's dramatization of Anthony Hope's novel 


Produced by 


DAVID 0. SELZNICK * soun CROMWELL 


Released thru UNITED ARTISTS 
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HERE Is THE PICTURE THAT MADE HOLLYWOOD SAY: 
FROM cin ON ALL PICTURES WILL BE MADE IN COLOR!) 
: oo | : \i | In black and white it would be sen- 
sational, but in the new ADVANCED 
TECHNICOLOR...wait till you see 
it! A veritable torrent of glorious 
entertainment_set in a big human 
story by the authors of “Boy Meets (A * 
Girl”! Preceded by a record-smash- 
ing publicity campaign! Backed 
up with unprecedented advertising, 
exploitation and national tie-ups. 
/ 
Ks / 
WARNER < 
JOAN ois \ 
INTEL) 
HELEN VINSON i 
MISCHA AUER 
ALAN MOWBRAY 
JEROME COWAN | 
Marjorie Alma Polly 
Bs, GATESON + KRUGER + ROWLES ; ; 
i ‘THOSE A | & 
KR WALTER WANGER D) 
- _ MODELS “Red Hot Heat’ | 
ea The Most Photographed Girls in the World” ‘ j 
VICTOR YOUNG ond his orchestra “That Old Feeling’ X\ | 
Directed by IRVING CUMMINGS nies . 
Original Story ond Sereee Poy by Ow “Lovely One” 
Released thru UNITED ARTISTS , 3 ) 
ig a8 ee COC CRRCPRORE DE OLE RS IRE Py. | | 
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These U. 7. Releases GY yaeak ‘For Themselves 


flag. 6 
lug. 27 
Sez2t. 3 
Seyat. /7 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 8 
Oct. [5 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 10 
Nov. 12 
Nov. /9 


Dee. 25 


“STELLA DALLAS’ 


“DEAD END’ 


“THE PRISONER OF ZENDA™ 


‘“‘Walter Wanger’s 


VOGUES of 1938 


(im Technic ofer ) 


"52nd STREET 


“| MET MY LOVE AGAIN” 
“THE DIVORCE OF LADY X” 


(tw Technicolor) 
"STAND-IN 


“THE ADVENTURES OF 
TOM SAWYER’ 


(tn Techniceoler ) 


“MUTINY IN THE MOUNTAINS 


(In Technicotfor) 


“THE HURRICANE 


By the authors of “Mutiny On The Bounty” 


“THE ADVENTURES OF 
MARCO POLO” 


“NOTHING SACRED" 


(In Technicolor) 


“THE GOLDWYN 
FOLLIES” 


(In Technicolor) 


Produced by Samuel Goldwyn. BARBARA STAN- 
WYCK, JOHN BOLES, ANNE SHIRLEY. Directed by 
King Vidor. 


Produced by Samvel Goldwyn. SYLVIA SIDNEY, JOEL 
McCREA, HUMPHREY BOGART, WENDY BARRIE, 
Claire Trevor, Allen Jenkins and “the Dead End kids 
from the original New York stage cast.” Based om the 
play by Sidney Kingsley as produced by Norman Bef 
Geddes. Directed by William Wyler. 


Produced by David O. Selznick. RONALD COLMAN, 
MADELEINE CARROLL, DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, Jr., 
MARY ASTOR, C. Aubrey Smith, David Niven, Raymond 
Massey. Directed by John Cromwell. 


Produced by Walter Wanger. WARNER BAXTER, JOAN 
BENNETT, Helen Vinson, Mischa Auer and the WALTER 
WANGER MODELS. Directed by Irving Cummings. 


Produced by Walter Wanger. IAN HUNTER, LEO 
CARRILLO, PAT PATERSON, ELLA LOGAN, SID 
SILVERS, ZASU PITTS, JACK WHITE, Marla Shelton, 
Dorothy Peterson, Collette Lyons, Al Sheon and 
KENNY BAKER. Directed by Harold Young. 


Produced by Walter Wanger. JOAN BENNETT, HENRY 
FONDA, Alan Baxter, Alan Marshall, Lovise Plaft. 
Directed by Joshua Logan and Arthur Ripley. 


Produced by Alexander Korda. MERLE OBERON, 
LAURENCE OLIVIER. Directed by Tim Whelan. 


Produced by Walter Wanger. Clarence Budington Kel- 
land's Sat. Eve. Post Story. LESLIE HOWARD, JOAN 
BLONDELL, HUMPHREY BOGART. Directed by 


- Tay Garnett. 


Produced by David’ O. Selznick. Mark Twain's immortal 
classic. TOMMY KELLY, JACKIE MORAN, WALTER 
BRENNAN, BEULAH BONDI. Directed by Norman 


Taurog. 


Produced’ by Alexander Korda. SABU, sensational child 
star of “Elephant Boy”, VIVIEN LEIGH, PAUL LUKAS, 


RAYMOND MASSEY. Directed by Zoltan Korda, 


Produced by Samuel Goldwyn. DOROTHY LAMOUR, 
JON HALL, MARY ASTOR, C. AUBREY SMITH, 
RAYMOND MASSEY. Directed by John Ford. 


Produced by Samuel Goldwyn, GARY COOPER, SIGRID 
GURIE, ERNEST TRUEX, BASIL RATHBONE, BINNIE 
BARNES, DAVID NIVEN. Directed by Archie Mayo. 


Produced by David O. Selznick. CAROLE LOMBARD, 
FREDRIC MARCH, CHARLES WINNINGER, WALTER 
CONNOLLY. Directed by William Wellman. 


Produced by Samuel Goldwyn. ZORINA, ADOLPHE 
MENJOU, RITZ BROS., HELEN JEPSON, PHIL BAKER, 
EDGAR BERGEN and “CHARLIE McCARTHY", 
BOBBY CLARK, CHARLES KULLMAN, GEORGE 
BALANCHINE’S AMERICAN BALLET and THE GOR- 
GEOUS GOLDWYN GIRLS. Directed by Geo. Marshall. 


Watch por Your Coyay of “The Sook of the Yoar™ 


* Roadshow 
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High, Wide, Handsome | 


(WITH SONGS) 


Paramount release of Arthur Hornblow, 
Jr., production. Features Irene Dunne, 
Randolph Scott, Dorothy Lamour, Chas, | 
Bickford, Akim Tamiroff, Ben Blue. Di- 
rected by Rouben Mamoulian, Music by 
Jerome Kern: original screen play and 
lyrics, Oscar Hammerstein, 2d; additional 
dialog, George O'Neill; camera, Victor 
Milner, Theodore Sparkuhl; special effects, 
Gordon Jennings; film editor, Archie 
Marshek; musical direction, Boris Morros: | 
arrangements, Russell Bennett; dances, Le- | 
Roy Prinz At Astor, N. Y., two-a-day, 
$2.20 top, commencing July 21, °37, Run- 
ning time 110 mins, 

Sally Wattersom.....cccoseveess Trene Dunne 
Peter Cortiandt.......csess- Randolph Scott 
Molly  céssicncecsecvecdeces Dorothy Lamour 
Grandma Cortlandt..... Elizabeth Patterson 
Doc Watterson.....ssee- Raymond Walburn 
Red Scanlon....sseeesesaes Charles Bickford 
JoR@ Varese. ..ccceseessecacesd Akim Tamiroff 
TOKE ccceccscccecesstecesesesscess Ben Blue 
MAG co cccccdnseeasseseoosve William Frawley 
Mr. Brenman...ccscccsveecererres Alan Ha 
Mr. Stark... .cccccccccceces:s Irving Piche 
Lem Moulton........+.++-.-stanley Andrews 
Stackpole ...seeeseceeeeseveses James Burke 
Bowers ...eecsessecece a6 Roger In hot 
Mr. Lippincott.......+e+e¢- Lucien Littlefield 
Col.: Blake... ..cescescesvesess Purnell Pratt 
FOreMaml .cccccvccsccccsess Edward Gargan 





‘High, Wide and Handsome’ isn’t 
a $2 picture, but its two-a-day send- 
off should stand it in good stead on 
future merchandizing. It will need | 
all that ballyhoo. Film shapes up 
as a $1,900,000 western, although 
possessed of all the elements to have 
made it a saga of Pennsylvania oil- 
well pioneering. Something went 
wrong on scripting and production | 
from what was, undoubtedly, an in- 
triguing script, on paper. When cut 
down from its 110-minute running 
time, for the regular houses, ie 
should shape up better. 


or operetta, but it’s more of a melo- 
dramatic romance, with six songs by 
Jerome Kern and Oscar Hammer- 
stein 2d, latter also being credited 
for the original story and the screen 
play. Wherein lies the film's prin- 
cipal deficiency. 

The Kern-Hammerstein collabora- 
tion, and the subsequent filmization 
of their ‘Show Boat,’ with Irene 
Dunne re-creating the role she had 
in the original Ziegfeld stage pro- 
duction, must perforce hark back to 
that stage and screen classic which, 
patently, was the basic objective of 
‘High, Wide and Handsome.’ But 
unlike the sturdy Edna Ferber story 
as the foundation for the libretto, 
nothing as worthy is present here. 
It’s‘ a cross-section of Americana 
tinged with too much Hollywood 
hokum. 


As a result, ‘High, Wide,’ after 
teeing off vigorously, flounders as it 
progresses, and winds up in a melo- 
dramatic shambles of fisticuffs, vil- 
lainy and skullduggery which smacks 
of the serial film school. 


That type of cinematurgy is ef- 
fectual, too, of course, if properly 
interspersed with vigorous substance. 
Here, however, Irene Dunne is too 
coy and Randolph Scott too forth- 
right. And the menacing by Charles 
Bickford, at the helm .of his hired 
plug-uglies, with Alan Hale as the 
villainous banker, is very tent-twent- 
thirt. 


With credulity strained long and 
often, no amount of intensive his- 
trionics can recapture the illusion. 
Result is that ‘High, Wide and Hand- 
some’ belies its title, save perhaps 
on the premise the production 
investment was obviously high. 

Periodic milling of the men; the 
Pennsy Gov. who doesn’t send militia 
to combat the too obvious rough 
work; the cowboy-and-Indian finale 
—all these elements strain on the 
auditor too much. 


Even when Irene Dunne, returned 
to the circus, has become a wow as 
an attraction, the illusion {s com- 
pity muffed when she soloes ‘Can 

Forget You?’ Here the effect 
should have been socko, particularly 
when so astute a showman as P. TT. 
Barnum is shown in the audience, 
willing to buy up her contract and 
take her to the big town. A balla- 
deering soprano with a _ traveling 
show under canvas is, in itself, some- 
thing to get captious about, but 
when the buildup doesn’t materialize, 
because the song handicaps things, 
then the whole purpose is lost. 

Individually the players work hard 
and have their spasmodic moments. 
Miss Dunne is perhaps a shade too 
mature for the ingenue role she 
opens with, as the daughter of the 
medicine-show owner whose wagon 
burns down, stranding the trouve in 
a western Pennsy burg. Thus Ran- 
dolph Scott, whose grandmother 
(capitally trouned by Elizabeth Pat- 
terson) gives shelter to the itinerant 
showfolk, becomes the romantic 
vis-a-vis. 

Dorothy Lamour is rather heavy 
eve-laden for the nitery gal who 
ultimately repays the Scott-Dunne 
combo for previous kindnesses. Ben 
Blue works nobly in his clowning 
opportunities. making his moments 
register. Bill Frawley’s bit as the 
cauondam Injun stooge and Akim 
Tamiroff as the Greek honky-tonk 
keeper, also count for more than 
casual interest. 

Rouben Mamoulian’s production js 
heavy-handed. While endowed with 
an elastic budget. save for the fight- 
ing scenes, there’s little that’s spec- 
tacular or imvressive about the re- 
sult. The mob scenes are as much 
to the credit of the camera as to the 
direction. Lensing also essays some 
camera portraiture that’s effective 
and, in toto, it’s a creditable job. 

Among the major disappointments 
are the Kern songs. Score is sturdy, 
but not socko, although it’s exio- 
matie of any Kern score that ‘sur- 
prise’ tunes step out. Of the sextet 


of songs, ‘Folks Who Live on the 
Hill” ‘Forget You’ and the title 


|number get the most attention. Lat- 
| ter 
| numbers; ‘Hill’ the most likely. 


is one of those fast incidental 


Abel, 


THE FIREFLY 


Hollywood, July 27. 


Metro release of Hunt Stromberg produc- 
tion. Stars Jeanette MacDonald. Features 
Allan Jones. Warren William, Billy Gilbert 
amt Douglas Dumbrille. Directed by Robert 
Z%. s.eonard, From the operetta by Otto A, 
Harbach and Rudoif Friml. Adaptation by 
Ogden Nash, screenplay by Frances Good- 
rich and Albert Hackett. Musical direction 
by Herbert Stothart, Additional lyrics by 
Gus Kahn, Bob Wright and Chet Forrest; 
added music by Friml, Dances, Albertina 
Rasch; amera, Oliver T. Marsh; montage 

ts Slavko Vorkapich; technical ad- 


Richelavie; film editor, 
at Graumsan's 


"37, Running 


ern Previewed 
Hollywood, July 20, 
140 mins, 

Nina Maria...... 


Doa Diego 


seeee- Jeanette MacDonald 
Allan Jones 


Major de Rougemont...... Warren William 
CEROGMEE ... 0: 00 cewaeeee cabal: Billy Gilbert 
General SAvary...cceccseces Henry Daniell 
Jiarquis de Melitu....... Douglas Dumbrille 
Etienne keen eaetecbabewse nce 2a 
King Ferdinand. ....cccess Tom Rutherfurd 
Lola Cosener ddetccenccetemeeee acne 
| Secret Service Chief. .cecece’: George Zucco 
BIUVOE <6 cccccccvereesesemess Corbett Morris 
Wellington...........-....Matthew Boulton 
Pedro......+eeeee++-Manuel Alvarez Maciste 
JUAM.«ceoccsce cbebectsnesese Rebert Spindola 





Rudolf Friml’s melodious operetta, 
‘The Firefly,’ emerges from a Metro 
studio filming as a screaming eagle. 
Its score, to which the composer has 
made some generous additions, is 
sung and played to the booming ob- 
ligato of cannon and musketry. Its 


|} romantic Jibretto has blossomed into 


Film’s title sounds like a musical a stirring military opus of Welling- 


| ton’s peninsular campaign, the defeat 
|}of the French army and the libera- 
| tion of Spain from Napoleon’s grip. 
| Although a triumph for Jeanette 
| MacDonald, who sings and dances 
| brilliantly, “The Firefly,’ as shown at 
its invitation preview, is tediously 
|long (running an uninterrupted two 
hours and 20 minutes), and left an 
{impression that some radical dele- 
| tions of footage will be necessary be- 
|fore it is ready for commercial dis- 
tribution. 


In its present form it may be ex- 
hibited in several two-a-day spots as 
a roadshow, which would permit an 
intermission. Tossed into the routine 
of regular picture house release, 
however, its length will militate 
seriously against its pepularity. 
Hunt Stromberg and Robert Z. 
Leonard, who were teamed as pro- 
ducer and director of ‘The Great 
Ziegfeld’ and ‘Maytime,’ have given 
the Friml piece lavish production, 
which abounds in massive out-of- 
door scenes employing hundreds of 
players, in elaborate and highly 
decorative interiors, and in the em- 
ployment of intricate mechanical de- 
vices and effects. In the musical 
numbers requiring ensemble, Leon- 
ard uses the whole bag of camera 
tricks to obtain original and interest- 
ing angles and panoramic views. One 
must seriously criticize the sepia tint 
of the print which is monotonous and 
not nearly so effective in photo- 
graphic reproductions as the conven- 
tional natural tone. 


Despite all the expert studio work- 
manship, which has turned out an 
unusually fine mechanical job, the 
cinematic montages of the battle 
scenes, and the repetitious sound of 
conflict, convey e idea that the 
producer and the director are trying 
a little too hard, and are pressing 
down too much. As a result, ‘The 
Firefly’ is somewhat heavy footed. 
Its romantic scenes lose some of 
their charm. The emphasis is too 
strong on the melodramatic. 


When trimmed to proper length, 
which will tighten the story interest, 
‘The Firefly’ will be a money getter. 
It has size (too much, right now) and 
plenty of class. 


_A quarter of a century has passed 

since Emma Trentini appeared in 
the piece, a period during which the 
history of the world has been re- 
written. Empires have fallen, dic- 
tators have muscled in on the job 
of kings, a new attitude toward life 
has been assumed. But the roman- 
tic recollections of millions of the 
middle-aged will be rekindled when 
they hear again the Friml melodies, 
Sympathy’ and ‘Giannina Mia,’ one 
time favorite of high school prima 
donnas. Other numbers of the origi- 
nal score which have been retained 
are ‘Love Is Like a Firefly,’ ‘A 
Woman’s Kiss’ and ‘When a Maid 
Comes Knocking at Your Heart.’ 
New numbers are ‘The Donkey’s 
Serenade’ and ‘He Who Loves and 
Runs Away.’ 

This is Miss MacDonald’s initial 
solo starring production. In voice 
and appearance she is as lovely to 
listen to and look upon as she was in 
‘Naughty Marietta’ and ‘Maytime,’ 
when she appeared with Nelson 
Eddy. Her new lead is Allan Jones, 
who does a splendid job. To her un- 
questioned photographic and musical 
talents, she displays added versa- 
tility in ‘The Firefly,’ as a graceful 
and skillful dancer, recently trained 
by Albertina Rasch, who arranged 
the terp numbers. Adrian has 
dressed her in gorgeous costumes. 

_ She is introduced as an entertainer 
in a Spanish night resort. To rid 
herself of a jealous admirer, she 
makes love to Don Diego (Allan 
Jones). It is soon revealed that her 
true mission is an agent in the Span- 
ish secret service, and under the 
guise of a theatrical engagement in 
a French border town, where Na- 
poleon and the Spanish King confer, 
ishe proceeds in advance of the en- 




















Miniature Reviews 


‘High, Wide and Handsome’ 
(Par). Musical saga of the 
Pennsylvania oil country of 
1859, with Irene Dunne and 
Randolph Scott. Not a road 
show, but a big picture, and 
should get nice returns. 

‘The Firefly’ (MG). Extrava- 
gantly produced version of 
Friml’s operetta with Jeanette 
MacDonald starred, supported 
by Allan Jones and Warren 
William. Will get some reai 
money when trimmed to practi- 
cal footage. Runs 140 minutes 





now. 
‘Mr. Dodd Takes the Aijr’ 
(FN). Fair filmusical introduc- 


ing Kenny Baker in stellar role. 
Lacks story substance for big 
league boxoffice. 

‘San Quentin’ (WB). Prison || 
melodrama of fairly good ap- 
peal but will need pushing. 

‘You Can’t Have Everything’ 
(20th). Ritz Bros. on a rampage 
which involves Alice Faye, Don 
Ameche, Charles Winninger, 
Louis Hovick (Gypsy Rose 
Lee), Rubinoff, Tony Martin 
and good Gordon and Revel 
songs. Big grosses in sight for 
this musical. 

‘The Sheik Steps Out’ (Rep). 
Ramon Novarro in a come- 
back start. An action picture 
of the desert for the lower half 
of the duals. 

‘Married Before Breakfast’ 
(M-G). Madcap comedy featur- 
ing Robert Young and Florence 
Rice. For the doubles. 

‘The Man in Blue’ (U). Good 
melodramatic programmer, 
geared for dual spots. Robert 
Wilcox and Nan Grey win 
spurs here. 

‘Hollywood Cowboy’ 
Consistently agreeable yarn 
about a screen cowpuncher 
who, while holidaying under an 
assumed name, gets himself 
mixed up in a racketeer im- 
broglio. 

‘Phantom Patrol (Amb). 
Kermit Maynard in mountie- 
outlaw opus of outdoor country. 
Too thin for anything but minor 
secondary dual locations. 

‘Armored Car’ (U). Routine 
gangster pic without names. For 
downstairs duals. 


(RKO). 











tourage. Don Diego accompanies 
her. Her schemes of espionage are 
exposed by her new sweetheart, Don 
Diego, who is a French spy, and she 
is imprisoned in the village of Vit- 
toria. When Wellington captures the 
tewn she is released, but her lover 
is among the French wounded. Re- 
united, they sing the closing reprises. 
But it’s almost a five-day week be- 
fore they get there. 


Allan Jones has his most impor- 
tant film assignment, and he delivers 
splendidly. He is sufficiently dash- 
ing and manly in his uniforms, and 
he acts the sentimental passages 
with ease and poise. Vocally, he is 
excellent, and the picture is a dis- 
tinct upward step for him. He quali- 
fies to go ahead. 


Warren William is a Napoleon 
aide-de-camp who is properly mili- 
tary in some extravagant costumes. 
His vocalizing is confined to a hum. 
Douglas Dumbrille has an important 
role of the Spanish chief of secret 
service. Billy Gilbert and Henry 
Daniell have lesser parts. 


Most interesting of the production 
numbers is ‘The Donkey Serenade,’ 
which is sung by Miss MacDonald 
and Jones while the former is seated 
in a coach, and the latter canters 
alongside. There is excellent ac- 
companiment by Manuel Alvarez 
Maciste, as the coachman, and Rob- 
ert Spindola, a boy. The number 
has movement, melody and fun. Its 
production difficulties are evident. 

Flin, 


STELLA DALLAS 


United Artists release of Samuel Gold- 
wyn production. Associate producer, Mer- 
ritt Hulburd, Features Barbara Stanwyck, 
John Boles, Anne Shirley, Barbara O'Neil, 
Alan Hale. Directed by King Vidor. 
Based on novel by. Olive Higgins Prouty; 
screenplay, Harry Wagstaff Gribble, Ger- 
trude Purcell; camera, Rudolph Mate; mu- 
sical director, Alfred Newman; film edi- 
tor, Sherman Todd; asst. director, Walter 
Mayo. Reviewed in Projection Room, 
N. Y., July 23, ‘37. Running time, 104 
mins. 

Stella Martin! 


Barbara Stanwyck 
Stella Dallas § " 


EE. BROOD. -.6 60 64.660646500605 John Boles 
SES POEUN Seensccqeseccsect Anne Shirley 
BEOUOM. voccccccscseocesqoecer Barbara O'Neil 
My MND 685000 000060060669.0¢5 Alan Hale 
Mrs. Martin ...:.cccccescs Marjorie Main 
Bete MEOTCIM cccccccececsses Edmund Elton 
SUSGTO BEMECUD coccccccceees George Walcott 
Carrie Jenkine ...ccccscces Gertrude Short 
EMU «9. 6.546 0.60000060000000602% Tim Holt 
Mrs, Grosvenor .......++++...Nella Walker 
COs cc cccesescesvccceoescece Bruce Satterlee 
Cee, GROOT Wc ccccoecsccecet Jimmy Butler 
Meee un Glenda s Ob0Rd 46 Caden eeenes. a Jack Egger 
SU a a cw o0'Ss Ka 000 0bed hee tes Dickie Jones 
Miss Phillibrown ........../ Anne Shoemaker 





Say what they may about Sam 
Goldwyn, one thins: all must admit— 
he has his finger on the audience 
pulse at all times. And here is the 


at this day and age, on the face of 
it, may have seemed all wrong. But 
Goldwyn has made it so well that 
socko on his hands. 
Goldwyn made the film first in 1925 
and did mighty well by the results. 


he has a b.o. 


History should repeat itself here.| Gertrude Michael, Jane Wyman underlines’ 
‘ ays. Directed by Alfred E, Green. Original 
And in several w 7 , story by Clarence Buddington Kellana; 
‘Stella Dallas’ is, as it was back| screenplay, Wm. Wister Haines and Elaine 
in ’25, chiefly a woman’s picture. yas: camer Asin Edeson; film editor, 
4 . : Thomas Richards; songs, Harry Warren 
It's a tear-jerker of A ranking. bimer and Al Dubin; arrangement, Adolph 
are things about the story which} peutsch, conducted by Leo FP. Forb- 
will not appeal to some men, but} stein. Previswed = WB Hollywood. Run. 
j r annoyed | ning time, mins, 
no one =, a ——. = Fran _ | Claude Dodd........+. Ceereses Kenny Baker 
by it. n e wallop 1s Pe MN ME Re cases se acneeade<isct Alice Brady 
ably there for femmes. ‘ | Marjorie Day....... dedascesi- Jane Wyman 
: CRLOWET on csiccdeccees Ceedeccte Henry 0’Neill 
The first Goldwyn unreeling of Hiram P. Doremus........... Ferris Taylor 
this film held a strong cast. Belle | ‘snitrer’ Hurst..... ioseas tes Frank McHugh 
Bennett made something of a come-;: oe Stafford. .ssscesees Certruate Michael 
. . : =. ay SIGE. 0.0 69 9000080 6660006808 408 onn Eldred, 
back in it, in the title role, plays | Woo Guim. 62. secccntcdees Harry Beavensert 
|here by Barbara Stanwyck. And) information Desk Girl..::..... Linda Perry 
|'saying that this is perhaps Miss 
' , . - « 
| Stanwyck’s top acting performance Kenny Baker steps from the 
tells that. Ronald Colman played| microphone to the camera and gives 


the part now handled by John Boles. 


It wasn’t then, and it isn’t now, an 


easy part; it’s restricted. Lois Mo-| der Mervyn LeRoy’s supervision for 
ran, although having done some} Warners with Alfred E. Green 
| playing around, was practically es-| directing. Lad who is a popular 


tablished by the 


ley in the part today. 
Barbara O’Neil 
in the older film by Alice Joyce, 


of the role previously handled by 
Jean Hersholt. Douglas Fairbanks, 
Jr., was in the older film, too, in a 
bit played here by Tim Holt. 


In producing this picture Goldwyn 
pretty much followed his original, 
bringing it, however, a bit more up- 
to-date. 
still the same ones as in the older 
visualization. By sock scenes, in a 
picture of this kind, of course, are 
meant the emotional high-spots most 
likely to bring out the handker- 
chiefs. These are, especially, a 
scene between Miss Stanwyck and 
Miss Shirley in a train when the 
former has just heard playmates of 
the latter criticize the mother as a 
millstone around the child’s head; 
a scene between the girl and her 
father, and the woman he wants to 
marry; a scene between the mother 
and daughter at a birthday party to 
which no one has shown up because 
of one of the mother’s indiscretions. 
They are played to the hilt and get 
every bit possible out of that type 
of emoting. 


The story itself is a simple enough 
one, not so much of mother love as 
the difficulties of a young girl whose 
parents are at extremes in the so- 
cial world. It isn’t overdone. There 
will be notice of the thought that 
there is mighty little about the 
mother to make her sympathetic. 
One cannot like a thing about her 
except her constant, unrestrained 
devotion to her daughter. But that, 
it seems, is enough. Thus it be- 
comes a struggle between three peo- 
ple, all kind and fine (if mother- 
love, that is, alone is sufficient to 
make a woman kind and fine) strug- 
gling for an equilibrium. 

There are few faults to be pointed. 
Only one which is obvious is that 
Miss Stanwyck is permitted to go 
entirely too far in costuming in her 
latter scenes. It is beyond reason 
that she could have dressed quite 
as garishly as she does with the ex- 
ample of her daughter in front of 
her. Especially when it is consid- 
ered that the mother makes all the 
daughter’s clothes and these are in 
rare good taste. 


But maybe that’s cavilling. Be- 
cause the story is there. The acting 
is there. The sobs are there (and 
even a few good laughs cleverly 
stuck in for Alan Hale). And the 
production is there. 

Maybe there’s a luck charm for 
Goldwyn in the name King. Henry 
King directed the earlier picture, 
and King Vidor has done an A-1 job 
this time. Kauf. 


ISLAND CAPTIVES 


Ira H. Simmons release of Falcon pro- 
duction. No other credits. At Strand, 
Brooklyn, week July 22, "37, dual bill. Run- 
ning time, 53 mins. 






Tom Willoughby............. Eddie Nugent 
Helen Carsons........ $5 06560% Joan Barclay 
Dick Bannister.... -.-Henry Brandon 
i REE RE FR ere Charles King 
SUNN: 06s04abbend8cedece ... Forrest Taylor 
NS 5.0 6.65050.504646000TC 008 Carmen LaRoux 
Graham eOeCus bbeeeeseee ba Frederick Palmer 
RD ais. 2 sin .é.os 0a he0.6 €6 in bake John Beck 


John Sheean 





- Pathetic trifle. Not even the in- 


curably credulous moppets who in- 
fest Saturday matinees in the nabes 
could swallow this one. Script is a 
welter of impossible melodramatic 
hokum. Casting is unfortunate and 
the acting would wring a barnstorm- 
er’s heart. 

No direction is evident on the 
screen and the press book doesn’t 
mention the subject. Also neglects 
to identify the script writers, cam- 
eraman, film editor or offer any 
other production credits. Nothing 


for anybody to want billing for, and 
just as well, 

Without going into the painful de- 
tails, the story deals with murder, 
smuggling, shipwreck, forgery and a 
lecherous beach-comber pursuing a 
palpitating maiden across the South 
Sea Island sands. Whew! 





proof. A remake of ‘Stella Dallas’ 


Just take a rain check on this one. 
Hobe. 


role of Laurel. 
Same should be true of Anne Shir- 
It’s a cinch 
to give her standing as an actress. 
is excellent in the 
role of the other woman, handled 


and Alan Hale gets a great deal out 


Thus the sock scenes are 


Mr. Dodd Takes the Air 


(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, July 27. 
Warner Bros. release of Mervyn LeRoy- 
First National production. Features Kenny 
Saker, with Frank McHugh, Alice Brady, 








a first rate performance in his first 
starring film, which was made un- 


radio singer has had plenty of intro- 
duction to the public through his ap- 
pearances on Jack Benny’s air pro- 
gram. Although not his first picture 
part, ‘Mr. Dodd Takes the Air’ is his 
initial try as the featured member, 
and he shows himself to be a good 
light comedian with prospects. 

Fact is, Baker is about all there is 
that is worth cheering about in the 
film,: which starts off at a good, 
swift pace, slows up badly in the 
middle and peters out completely 
towards the end. Cause may be 
attributed to a script which lacks 
freshness and development. Basic 
idea of satirizing public adulation of 
a radio singer and all the elements 
for a very amusing picture are pres- 
ent, but lost in scenario static. 

Original story by Clarence Buding- 
ton Kelland seemed a natural. Small 
town youthful electrician, possessing 
a strawberry festival baritone, sings 
for the villagers and is heard by big 
time sponsor, who takes him to New 
York for national program. Lad suf- 
fers from bronchitis and _ rural 
medico tampers with his pipes. In- 
troduced over the air as a soothing 
baritone, his voice enrages sponsor 
and surprises himself by changing to 
a tenor. Fired from his job as a 
fake. His popularity with the public 
nevertheless is instant, and he im- 
mediately is signed to a big contract. 
Women go strong for the voice, but 
the singer never is permitted by his 
new manager to be seen in public. 
Kid has plenty of time to tinker with 
a radio gadget which revitalizes old 
receiving sets. When it appears that 
his invention will be stolen, stenog- 
rapher in broadcasting office takes 
out a patent in her own name and 
saves the day. Also marries the 
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All of which is played against the 
background of a rural community, a 
broadcasting station, a Manhattan 
night club, and a nifty apartment 
operated by a shady lady. 

Baker makes his country boy in j 
the big city a likable youngster, who Ei 
is pushed around until he gets smart rs 
and asserts himself, his voice is ex- 
cellently recorded, and he sings five 
numbers in the film, of which ‘Re- 
member me’ is a good melody for the 
dance bands. 

Cast of capable players are up 
against some tough assignments— 
handed out by the writers. Film 
stars as satiric comedy and broadens 
into near burlesque. Frank McHugh 
and Alice Brady have some amusing 
moments, and Jane Wyman plays the 
romantic lead nicely. But Gertrude 
Michael, as the gold-digging heavy, 
is badly miscast and unconvincing. 
Baker has possibilities on the screen, 
although his first featuring film is 
disappointing. Flin. 


~ SAN QUENTIN 


Warner Bros. release of First National 
production. Features Pat O’Brien, Hum- 
phrey Bogart, Ann Sheridan, Barton Mac- 
Lane. Directed by Lioyd Bacon. Story, 
Robert Tasker and John Bright; adapta- 
tion, Humphrey Cobb and Peter Milne; 
film editor, William Holmes; camera, Sid 
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Hickox. Reviewed in Projection Roem, 
N. Y¥., July 23, ‘387. Running time, 70 
mins, 

Capt. Stephen Jameson........ Pat O’Brien 
Joe ‘Red’ Kennedy...... Humphrey Bogart 
Be OES SE eae Ann Sheridan 
Lieut. Druggin....... +++»-Barton MacLane 
‘Sailor Boy’ Hansen........Joseph Sawyer 
SOOO Web cchvctes esscccess Veda Ann Bore 


Mickey Callahan... .. James Robbins 


+se.-Joseph King 








Captaiem. -cccdeceoce eseesesess Gordon Oliver 
BIOUD 640 660 666600004 3006s cue Garry Owen 
WEEE scccaes TUTTI TT Tee Mare Lawrence 
Lieutenant ....... C00 0sess Emmett Vogan 
CS os ob isbhG66068 eocece William Pawley 
| eae ere sbatscsaareeea Al Hill 
Seats. GON 9506060000600 Max Wagner 
SOON. s fi) c-hanocedeen seedewse George Hioyd 
WUE, B60easeveceseceeessensan Ernie Adams 





‘San Quentin’ is stark, authentic- 
looking prison melodrama _ that 
misses being big entertainment be- 
cause of a love story that is none too 
strong and a plot that is only moder- 
ately forceful. Its marquee value is 
restricted to cast names that aren't 
powerful but appeal may be stirred 
to some extent through selling the 
title and the picture’s locale, one 
of the better known penal institu- 
tions of the country. San Quentin 
is the state penitentiary of Cali- 
fornia. 

The direction of Lloyd Bacon and 
the faithful performances of the 
players compensate considerably for 
the story, an original by Robert 
Tasker and John Bright, which was 
adapted for Warners by the Hum- 
phrey Cobb-Peter Milne combina- 

(Continued on page 27) 
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* Beating heat to smash summer biz in 
Pittsburgh, Denver, Minneapolis, Salt 
Lake City, Louisville pre-release runs. 
Big in hold-over weeks in Baltimore, 
Philadelphia, Richmond (day and date} 
Indianapolis ! 
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THE NEW SINUSATIONAL MUSICAL SHOW FROM 20th’s 
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ALICE FAYE RITZ BROTHERS DON AMECHE 


Honey-lovely ... lilting to Triple-threats to gloom... Your new heart-throb...now 
new hi-de-heights! give ‘em room... give star of radio's biggest show! 
a ‘em room! 





CHARLES LOUISE RUBINOFF TONY 
WINNINGER HOVICK and his violin! MARTIN 
Surrounded and dumb- Bringinga striking new ,,. that talking, laughing, Romantic rave of the, 
founded by Hollywood's personality to the tuneful fiddle! airwaves! 
smartest girls! screen! 





ARTHUR PHYLLIS TIP, TAP & LOUIS PRIMA 
TREACHER BROOKS TOE AND HIS BAND 
One 1-o-n-g Sweetest of Rhythmic as rain The tuba king at 
laugh! tomorrow’s stars! on the roof! his hottest! 


PLUS a whole happy screentul of comics and singers, crooners and 
Swingers, girls and guitarists, hot dance band artists... all the zip- 
and-go...fun and furore... tempo and rhythm... everything 2O0th’s 
musicals are famous for! 





Directed by | Associate Producer Laurence Schwab. Screen play by | Darryl F. Zanuck 
Norman Harry Tugend, Jack Yellen and Karl Tunberg. Froman orig- in Charge of THE KEYSTONE 
Taurog inal story by Gregory Ratoff. Dance director Harry Losee. Production OF YOUR FUTURE 


HIT-MAKERS ... TO START YOUR 1937-38 SEASON! 
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Trade Unionism Making Progress 
In All Branches of Brit. Pic Biz 





London, July 18. 

Labor interests are 
drive to unionize the entire picture 
biz here. Behind the campaign are 
the National Ass'n of Theatrical & 
Kinema Employes, supported by 
the Assin of Cime-Technicians, 
which looks after the imterests of 
production personnel. 

Cn the studio side wage agree- 
ments exist between the NATKE and 
the majority of leading producers, 
including London Films, Pinewood, 
Gaumont-British, British Interna- 
tional, A.T.P. (Basil Dean), British 
Lion and a dozen more, and A.C:T. 
likewise has a deal with G-B, Pine- 


wood and others in the interests of | 
technical crews. 
Onslaughts are being made on 


the theatre end in all parts of the 
U.K., inspired by a general agree- 
ment which has operated between 
the unions and the London branch 
of the Cinema Exhibs’ Ass’n, with 
its more than 600 theatres, for two 
years, providing approved standards 
of pay, working time and general 
conditions. 

Labor is pressing its case strongly 
on more ‘than a dozen major C.E.A. 
branches, and declares a satisfactory 
stage has ‘been reached with three 
or four others. Circuits specifically 
being tackled include Odeon and 
Union, while approaches to the Ex- 
hibs’ Assin also cover the G-B and 
Associated British circuits. Outside 
deals have been concluded with in- 
dependent picture and legit groups, 
among them Moss Empires, Howard 
& Wyndham, Stoll Theatres, Andre 
Charlot, Tswondon Palladium and 
Hoiborn Bmpire. 

General :standards in picture the- 
atres are low in the U.K. compared 
with other nglish-speaking terri- 
tories, with ‘frequent reports of ush- 
erettes, ticket collectors and others 
working a 70-hour week for pay as 
low as $5 weék. Projectionists are 
often found ‘to ‘be pulling down only 
$12 or so for their more responsible 
jobs, and in many instances man- 
agers rate about $25. 

Terms demanded ‘by the unions at 
present aim merely at easing the sit- 
uation, slighthy increasing pay rates 
and knocking a few hours off work- 
ing time. 

Current talks between the ACT, 
representing laboratory employees, 
and the bosses, indicate another sec- 
tion of the industry fast being or- 
ganized by labor, and the general 
tendency is for ‘trades unionism to 
make steady headway .among the 
workers. ®ven so, certain elements 
are dissatisfied with the rate of 
progress, and, at an NATKE .confer- 
ence are ‘to move for approach to 
the Government, with a demand 
that the Ministry of Labor investi- 
gate theatre eonditions and ‘force 
their operators to negotiate. 


Hayakawa’s French Pic 
Set for Jap Release; 
Trouble 1s Expected 


Tokyo, July 9. 

French ‘film ‘Yoshiwara’ (‘Sacri- 
fice’) has ‘been bought by Saneisha, 
Jap distribs, for Japan. Because of 
widespread publicity given the film 
here, on account of scenes al- 
legedly holding Japs in contempt, 
the subject should have heavy 
draught at b.o,, provided the censor 
doesn’t go berserk with the shears. | 

If the pic reaches the screens with 
the objectionable scenes intact, 
houses showing them are in ‘or 
trouble from various patriotic as- 
scciations. Recourse for damages in 
such case rarely is given, the au- 








thorities almost invariably siding 
with the patriots. Film stars Sessue 
Hayakawa. 





BRITISH PIX PICKED 
FOR VENICE FESTIVAL 


London, July 20. 
Alexander Korda is sending prints 
of ‘Elephant Boy’ and ‘ire Over) 
England’ to compete for awards at 
the annual Venice Film Festival, 
which staris Aug. 10. G-B is sub- 
mitting ‘King Solomon's Mines’ and 
Bob Kane (20th-British) his Techni- 

color job, ‘Wings of the Morning.’ 
As well as Hollyweed, the major 
studios in France, Germany, Austria, 
Hungary, Egypt, Japan and Italy will 





in a fierce Metro Pianning House 


Fer Tokyo, If Possthle 


Tokio, July 9. 

According to report, Metro is con- 
sidering plans for building a first- 
run house somewhere in the down- 
town district here, probably near 
Hibiya Park, if and when the neces- 
sary permits are issued by police. 

J. D. Bermann, Metro manager 
here, when asked for confirmation, 
stated that the proposition is just 
where it always has been—in the 
watchful waiting stage. According 
to Bermann, Metro has had the idea 
under consideration for a long time 
but various conditions, mainly per- 
mit troubles, have prevented definite 
action. 

It’s no secret here that Metro is 
unsympathetic to the enforced align- 
ment of foreign distribs by Toho 
and Schochiku, and would do any- 
thing possible to get around it. 


NAZIS EXPECT 
130 NEW PIX 








Berlin, July 18. 
Various distributing companies in 


Germany have announced their 
plans for the coming season. Ufa 
and Tobis head the list, each with 


40 pix. 

Newly founded Terra-Film-Kunst 
follows, with a total of 25. About 
20 others can be expected from the 
various smaller companies. 

As things look now, around 130 
films will ‘be forthcoming. Of these, 
29 are either already completed, or 
under ‘way. 


NEWSREEL YEN WANES, 
SENKS 2D DUTCH HOUSE 


The Hague, July 16. 

Popular interest in the wedding of 
Princess Julianna and the British 
oronation recently brought a lively 
newsreél ‘boom ‘to the city. Cineac 
Co, opened a second newsrcel the- 
atre in January. 

With the passing of the excite- 
ment, however, business at the sec- 
ond Cineac has been skidding and 
house has changed its policy ‘to 
screen revivals of successful feature 
pix. Opened with ‘Shanghai Ex- 
press’ (Par) and has a new name, 
Rex theatre. 

City Cinema, leading film house .of 
the town, has been remodeled and 
redecorated. More comfortable seats 
have been installed, with the ca- 
pacity of the house remaining the 
same. ‘History Is Made at Night’ 
(UA) reopened the theatre. 











Marquee Worrier 





Capetown, July 5. 

Manager of a Capetown sub- 
urban cinema was notified over 
the phone that his house was 
shortly due to screen the Coro- 
nation film. 

‘Oh, yes,’ 
it?’ 


14 NEW MAGYAR 
FILMS READY 


Budapest, July 16. 


says he, ‘who’s in 














awaiting the censor board’s pleasure. 
They are “Bride of Torocko,’ ‘Vicky,’ 
‘80-Mile Speed,’ ‘Storm on the 
Plain, “My Daughter Isn't That 
Kind,’ all adaptations of stage plays, 
and ‘I've Married for Love,’ ‘All 
Men Are Lunatics,” “Help, I've In- 
herited a Fortume, “Barrage, ‘Re- 
venge Is Sweet, ‘Sports Love,’ 
‘Mammy,’ ‘Hotel ‘Springtime,’ ‘Our 
| Life and Our Blood,’ onigimals. 

| Two more will be finished this 
| month: Berrowed Castle,’ directed 
by Laszlo Vajda, mow being shot at 
| Hunnia, and ‘Young Lady Wants a 
Room,’ starring Irene Zilahy, at Fil- 
miroda Studios. 


Maxwell’s Show Window 
In Lendon Socked $256 
For Breaking Quota Low 


London, July 18. 

John Maxwell's West End show 
window, the Regal, Marble Arch, 
got micked $250 and costs for not 
playing the stipulated percentage of 
British pictures under the quota 
laws. 

®or the defense it was pleaded that 
the Regal, being a pre-release the- 
atre, had a policy of running pre- 
views of major pictures as long as 
they held up at the ‘b.o., which 
meant prearranged programs often 
had to be scrapped, including do- 
mestic pix. “Mr. Deeds,’ it was ar- 
gued, drew big for 11 weeks solid 
and threw other plans flat into the 
discard. : 

‘Any film which is good enough 
to run 11 weeks should amply repay 
the company for the small fine I am 
entitled to impose,’ cracked the 
judge, proclaiming sentence. 














Riviera Fire 
Nice, July 16. 

Fire, believed caused by a careless 
smoker, damaged the Politeama 
Cinema here to the extent of $35,000 
early this week. 

Flames were discovered about 2:30 
o’clock and before the fire could gain 
headway firemen salvaged films and 
apparatus valued at about $21,000. 
Stage, auditorium and balcony were 
entirely destroyed. 








So What’s 


The Hague, July 16. 
International Tobis annual state- 


ment for 1936, just issued, gives less 
particulars than last year. Results 
in other countries are not given and 
the general tone is rather pes:simis- 
tic, notwithstanding a net profit of 
‘$30,000, against $1,200 in 1935. 

There ‘has been no change in the 
monetary difficulties which the com- 
pany faces, such as transfer restric- 
‘tions, clearing regulations, etc. 
These difficulties grew, instead of 
declining, and that is one of the rea- 
sons why the directors are not very 
hopeful as regards the near future, 


the daughter companies operating 
in several other countries, but they 
are all frozen there and cannot be 
transferred to Amsterdam. 





put in representative pictures. 


After various shiftings, such as 


Tobis Pessimistic 


Profit Is Up, But Coin Frozen Around the World, 


There are .profits available from’ 


the Good? 





writing off a small amount of re- 
serves and adding the 1936 profit to 
the reserve fund, this now stands at 
‘$132,000, against $105,000 at the end 
of 1935. Stock, consisting of shares 
in other companies, remains prac- 
tically unchanged at $1,600,000 and, 
in the assets, there is a figure for 
patents of $560/000. Liabilities are 
capital, which is left unchanged at 
$1,540,000, and bonds at $770,000, of 
which $550,000 is at 7% and $220,000 
at 5%. 





STUDY TOUR 
Tokyo, July 9. 
Ranko Sawa, local film star, 
leaves for America mext month, 


where she will spend six months in 
Hollywood. 

Going there to absorb ideas for 
western style pix to be made bere. 











Of the 30 new Hungarian pictures | : 
in preparation for the coming sea- | 5°" merchandise and, in some cases, 
son, 14 are completely finished and | pod 








Film Buying Deals 











(Continued from page 3) 


mount also has no big deals ready 
for announcement. 

Getting 
later than in former years, numerous 
deals are in the discussion stage, 
while many others have not beep 
started. The cry raised against 
higher rentals, the determination of 
most majors not to give added pro- 
tection where asked for and the 


complaints, such as piled up against | 
for failure to deliver | 


Paramount, 
certain scheduled pictures this year, 
are causing more delay than the 
average sales head will admit. On 
the other hand, as July nears iis 
close, many accounts are getting 
frightened about getting new séea- 


hurrying to distributer head- 
quarters to sign up before the other 
fellow—who may also be willing to 
go for higher terms—beats him to 
desirable product. 

20th’s Streng Lineup 

In an admirable position through 
the pictures that it supplied this sea- 
son (1936-27) and well up on de- 
liveries, 20th-Fox is giving competi- 
tors a hot race on contract-getting. 
John D. Clark, this company’s sales 
manager, points to a release chart on 
mew season's product for availability 
through the fall which probably is 
acting as a strong influencer and 
claims the high total of 5,000 theatres 
on its books right now. Heading deals 
closed by 20th are the RKO circuit, 
Hoblitzelle - O’Donnell’s Interstate 
chain in Texas: Kincey & Wilby in 
the south; A. H. Blank in the mid- 
west: Minnesota Amusement string 
in the northwest; Mullin & Pinanski 
(Par) in New England: Wometco 
circuit in the Miami territory; Bala- 
ban & Katz (Chicago); Comerford 
throughout Pennsylvania and Loew’s 
in 18 situations. 

Neither 20th-Fox nor other dis- 
tributors are making radical changes 
in sales policies or clearance this 
year—at least not so far—but de- 
mands for much more _ protection 
than enjoyed im the past have been 
made by Harry Brandt who operates 
a representative string of independ- 
ent houses in Greater New York. 
Declaration of 20th is that this com- 
pany will met agree to any changes 
in protection im the New York area. 

Metro is another company that has 
an edge through what it has supplied 
box offices during the °36-37 season. 
This company, whose sales organiza- 
tion is headed by William F. Rod- 
gers, has among its deals, some of 
which were negotiated last year for 
two years or more, Warner Bros. cir- 
cuit; Interstate in Texas; Saenger in 
the South; Kincey & Wilby; A. H. 
Blank. Fox-West Coast, now known 
as National Theatres; Balaban & 
Katz-Great States chain, Paramount 
in New England; and others. A prod- 
uct buy with M. A. Lightman in the 
Memphis area and with the Frank 
Durkee chain of Baltimore are near 
to completion, plus various others, 

Universal’s 2,000 Acceunts 

Universal has close to 2,000 ac- 
counts in, according to James R. 
Grainger, with the more important 
circuit deals closed up being Warner 
Bros.: one-half of the product to 
Loew's N. Y. circuit; Butterfield in 
Michigan; Maine and New Hampshire 
chain in New England; Hoblitzelle- 
O’Donnell in the southwest; Inter- 
state string in New England; Kincey- 
Wilby in the Charlotte territory and 
Frank Durkee of Baltimore. Grain- 
ger is presently in huddles on deals 
close to completion with RKO and 
Fox-West Coast. Final details should 
be set momentarily. 

U has not sold its product first run 
in New York as yet but is in a sweet 
spot as result of the way the theatre 
map is changing this year with 20th- 
Fox going into the Roxy, taking its 
pictures away from the Music Hall 
and elsewhere while United Artists, 
by going into the Music Hall, leaves 
the Rivoli in a spot where it will 
need product. The U program, ac- 
cording to all indications, will be 
direly sought somewhere on _ the 
N. Y. first run front and Grainger 
knows this, hence he’s in no hurry 
to set a deal. 

Warner Bros. deals are headed by 
Fox-West Coast, Walter Reade cir- 
cuit and the company's own Warner 
circuit of houses. This company may 
be proceeding slower than others 
and possibly has nixed a lot of con- 
tracts from the field which do not 
please the home office. This occurs 
every year with distributors, but h.o. 
approval, in view of conditions this 
season, may be harder to get and 
has deals going back to division, dis- 
trict and branch managers for re- 
writing. 

This season, probably more than 
in prior years, the big sales chiefs 


into the buying season | 


are also personally negotiating deals, 
Neil F. Agnew, Par’s sales chieftain 
(a v.p. and member of the board) 
has himself been working on a new 
deal with Loew's which is nearing 
closing. Trips to out-of-town points 
also have the Agnews, Jules Levys, 
Abe Montagues, Bili Rodgers’ and 
others very much on the go right 
now. 

RKO has several big deals in work 
at the moment that are occupying 
Levy's time and that of others, this 
also being true of Par and Agnew’s 
work week. Par has been consider- 
ably imterfered with on indie deals 
chiefly because of the boycott talk 
on playdating, because of failure to 
deliver six specified pictures 
year. 

UA, whose 10-year franchise with 
Loew's ran out this year, has already 
negotiated a mew one-year deal with 
this circuit and has various other 
leading chains under negotiation 
which are not yet ready to announce. 
The contract covers the UA program 
in a total of 124 houses. 


Franchises of two or more years 
were negotiated in various instances 
last year by the majors excepting 
Columbia but latter agreed on a 
termer for two seasons with Fox- 
West Coast this summer prior to the 
company’s convention, it is claimed. 
Twentieth-Fox has between 300 and 
400 accounts which have a year to 
go, not including a 10-year franchise 
with Fox-West Coast on which terms 
are set up each season. RKO last 
year also set a two-year deal with 
Warners which takes care of the 
37-38 program, while Par did the 
same with WB and Fox-West Coast. 
There are other franchises, also, 
which have a year or more to go, 
several of Metro’s deals with Par 
partmers being on this basis. 


Expectation is that the surge on 
deals is going to get strong during 
the next two weeks but not unlikely 
that a representative number of 
product buys will be stalled away 
into the fall because of terms, con- 
ditions, clearances, etc. Distribs are 
optimistic, however, that much of 
the hollering from various quarters, 
and the alleged resistance against 
rentals will amount to not much 
more than a dickering fever that will 
drop quickly when pictures they re- 
quire come along. 


Film deals for 1937-38 already ne- 
gotiated by Monogram which re- 
turned to the field this year. include 
the Publix-Great States circuit; Tracy 
Barham’s Paramount Ohio houses; 
Blumfield circuit in California; Tri- 
State circuit (Oregon); W. S. But- 
terfield in Michigan; Warner Bros. 
houses in Milwaukee; RKO in 
Omaha territory; Jack Rose chain in 
Chicago; Gibraltar Enterprises, Den- 
ver; Consolidated Amusement siring 
in San Francisco, and M. A. Licht- 


this 


man in Washington. Company 
started releasing new product 
July 1. 


Republic has completed a leading 
deal in signing up Loew’s New York 
circuit. 

Harry David, in charge of Para- 
mount’s theatres in the Colorado- 
Utah division, arrived in New York 


Monday (26) to discuss operating 
matters and consider prodi:-t deals. 
Tracy Barham got in ‘terday 
(Tues.) from Ohio for ti: same 


purpose. 

Abe Blank, who has been east for 
nearly two weeks now, coming on 
with his son, Myron, was joined dur- 
ing the past week by his film buyer, 
Ralph Branton, for the purpose of 
going into huddles with distributors 
on new season commitments. 

Returning from London Monday 
morning (26), Bob Wilby let the 
same day for Atlanta but will prob- 
ably be back later on bis. Harold 
F. Kincey, his partner, was here a 
few weeks ago. 


NAZI PROPAGANDA PIX 
SET FOR PARIS FAIR 


Paris, July 18. 
More than 100 films, picked from 
the best German productions, will 
be shown at the German pavillion at 
the expo this summer. Sixty of these 
will be full-length, while the rest 
will be shorts dealing with Ger- 





many’s economic life and _ travel- 
ogues, 
Among the feature pix will be 


the latest of Emil Jannings’ produc- 
tions, ‘The Master.’ Also included 
in this selected group of films are 
‘The Kreutzer Sonata,” ‘The Em- 
peror from California’ and ‘Trai- 





tors.’ 








— 


we 


whe 


A it cs sc EE TES. 


wae 














= aed 


te (ae 





> 
4 


Sci il ASOT 


cette 





ae 


*VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE, 
8 St. Martin’s Piace, Trafalgar Square 


INTERNATIONAL FILM NEWS 


Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON 
Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5042 


21 








BRITISH TO THE RESCU 





ternational Cinema Congress’ 
Meets in Paris Sans US., England 
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Paris, July 18. 

More than 400 delegates represent- 
ing 17 European countries got their 
heads together and figured out a 
lot of things which they believe will 
help the cinema industry on this side 
of the pond at the International 
Cinema Congress, just finished here. 

Although called international, the 
United States was not represented. 
Nor was Great Britain represented, 
for the reason, as outlined by Neville 
Kearney, secretary of the Film Pro- 
ducers’ Group of the B. I. F., that 
British producers feel their inter- 
ests to be much more closely related 
to those of the American industry 
than anyone else. 

Chief decisions cannot be said to 
be overly far reaching, but they do 
represent an attempt of the European 
lads to get together and collaborate 
in aiding the industry in general in 
this part of the world. They are: 

1, Free exchange of educational 
and cultural films. 

2. Creation of a central base for a 
bureau for international files and 
statistics. 

3. Favoring limitation of the num- 
ber of show-cases. 

4. To collaborate with the Venice 
Biennial and the Olympic Commit- 
tee, 

5. Creation of cinema libraries in 
all countries for the conservation of 
educational films and the best artistic 
films. 

6. To avoid production and sale of 
any films which might be harmful to 
another country. 

7. To limit commercial competition 
in small format apparatuses, not 
authorizing the transformation of 35 
mm. to 16 mm. or others, except 
after three years of exploitation. 

Congress also passed views con- 
cerning the question of the rights of 
authors in relation to the cinema, 
color films and the creation of an 
international tribunal to decide legal 
questions concerned with production. 

Georges Lourau of France was 
elected the new president. Next Con- 
gress is scheduled to take place in 
Rome in 1939. 


JAPAN TOUGHENS UP 
ITS EXCHANGE LAWS 


Tokyo, July 8. 

Eizo Kamiyama, director of the 
exchange bureau of the Ministry of 
Finance, has announced new ex- 
change regulations, to be in force 
after July 31. 

Principal provisions are (a) re- 
mittances for amounts over $290 
must receive government sanction 
(formerly was $8,700); (b) applica- 
tions must be accompanied by a 
document stating the actual amount 
of exchange accounts settled in 1926, 
actual amount of such exchange ac- 
counts settled for each month of this 
year and the balance of exchange 
or letter of credit contracts on hand 
at the time the new regulations are 
enforced. 

Foreign pix distribs here state that 
no special instructions have so far 
been issued to them, with reference 
to regular monthly remittances to 











home offices. Unless Japan’s foreign 
balances take a sudden turn for the 
worse, no trouble is expected. All, 
however, point out that the regula- 
tions are so worded that ministry 
can clamp down at any time, with- 
Out previous warning. 





‘GROWING ENTHUSIASM’ 
Tokyo, July 7. 

Satisfied that Jap-made pix will; 
prove b.o. in foreign marts, Shochiku | 
has perfected plans to erect a spe- 
cial studio at Kyoto, to care for pro- 
ductions intended for export. 

Announcement says, ‘the growing | 
enthusiasm for Japanese-made films 





abroad has caused the company to 
Study the matter carefully in the 
Mational interest.’ | 


| barked on a 


HYPNOTIC PIC PLANS 


Psychiatrist Says His Custmers Are 
Back of Magyar Studio 


Budapest, 
Group of mysterious financiers, 
represented by Dr. Aladar Vinze, 
w.k. psychiatrist and hypnotizer, is 
negotiating with the city of Szeged, 
Hungary’s largest provincial town, 
as regards establishing a new film 
studio there. 
Dr. Vincze does not disclose any 
names, but told newspapermen the 
money came from patients of his. If 





July 16, 


the city supplies grounds the new 
company will be formed and start 
work at once. 

Production management is to be 
in the hands of Alfred Deesy, w.k. 
director in the silent days. He is 
planning production of eight or 10 
feature pictures during the first 
year, with versions in Turkish, Bul- 


and Serb. 


NEW JAP EXHIB 
MAY BE BREAK 
FOR US. 


Tokyo, July 9. 

Kindal Films Co. of Kyoto has 
been organized by Kichinosuke Su- 
zuka, former prez of Kyoto Real Es- 
tate Co. Concern has acquired a 
chain of 10 pix houses, in Kyoto, all 
of which run both foreign and Jap 
films and plans on extending opera- 
tions to include all key cities in 


Japan. 

If the announced plans are carried 
out, the new outfit should exert con- 
siderable influence in breaking up 
the present Toho-Shochiku combo, 
which aligns foreign distribs in two 
groups, serving those exhibs respec- 
tively and exclusively. Foothold 
gained by Kindai so far hasn’t made 
a dent, but the outfit claims to have 
enough cash behind it, to enable 
large-scale operations when the op- 
portunity appears ripe. 

While foreign distribs are natural- 
ly interested in the aims of the new 
group, most of them feel that Kindai 
will have a tough time getting a toe- 
hold, due mainly to the lack of 
sources, for Jap product, which is 
almost necessary with the present 
practice of double billing. Also a 
scarcity of locations available for 
lease and lack of suitable vacant 
land for new building will make it 
difficult for the new outfit to become 
much of a factor in the biz. 

Another angle which the new 
group may bring about is a settle- 
ment, at least on the surface, of the 
spat between Toho and Shochiku, 
which has been raging for the past 
six months. On the other hand, some 
in the industry feel that if the new 
outfit becomes very active, a three- 
cornered fight will ensue, with the 
Government stepping in to settle it. 

To minimize Kindai’s entry into 
the Kyoto field, Shochiku has em- 
large-scale renovation 
of its Kyoto spots. Naniwaza, Oimat- 
suza, Shurakuakn in Kyoto and 
Shochikuza in Osaka will be entire- 
ly rebuilt and modernized in equip- 
ment. 


garian, Rumanian, Greek 








EDUCATIONAL DE LUXER 
Paris, July 18. 
More than 3,000 young students are 
working at the Chateau de Pau, high 
in the Pyrenees, in one of the largest 


educational film projects ever at- 
' tempted in France. 

| Film is being directed by Jean 
Dalguilla. Camera work is being 
done by Dalle, with Raoul de 
Laparra writing the score and se- 
lecting locations. 





LONDON B. 8. FE 
b.U.T. ON SOLO BID 


English Bankers Putting Up 
$2,500,000 to Keep Two 
Aussie Units Separate— 
See It as Only Opening 
Wedge Possible 





WOOLF AND MAXWELL 


By ERIC GORRICK 


Sydney, July 5. 
Although there’s nothing 
on the situation, info is that Brit- 
ishers are sinking $2,500,000 into 
Greater Union to prevent 
term deal with 


official 


a long 


Hoyts in General 


Theatres. 
It is known that an _ iniportant 
Britisher made a request to G.U.T 


to provide a statement showing its 
holdings in theatres and other as- 
sets, so that such information could 
be passed on to the London prin- 
cipals in the proposed deal. With 
the money offered, G.U.T. can get 
out of the bank’s clutches completely 
and do as it wishes. 

Question has been asked why 
British interests are willing to sink 
such a large sum into G.U.T. An- 
swer is that the Britishers were, and 
still are, anxious to keep the market 
open in Australia for their product. 
With a financial share in a major 
circuit the way would be easier than 
battling for playing dates at small 
rentals against a powerful combine. 

One thing is certain—the British- 
ers will not stand by and see the 
local market closed to them without 
putting up a fight. If failing to buy 
into G.U.T., as desired, the Britishers 
will appeal through their own gov- 
ernment to the Commonwealth gov- 
ernment to provide some _ strong 
measure of protection. With America 
practically closed to them, Australia 
is the next best spot to their own 
for release outlet. 

It all makes a queer puzzle. Stuart 
Doyle favored British capital for 
G.U.T., but he was howled down. 
Doyle also offered to bring in both 
British and American capital, and 
again he was howled down. Finally, 
Doyle quit and left G.U.T. to find its 
own road. 

Q.’s But No Answers 

Now that Doyle is out, G.U.T. be- 
gins talking an English bankroll and 
a drop of the Hoyts link, which 
brings forth a whole series of ques- 
tions, If solo operation is now pro- 


(Continued on page 31) 
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Hugo Engel, Inc., Goes 
Bankrupt in Vienna’ 


companies, went out of existence af- 
ter declaring itself bankrupt before | 
the local court. Causes given were 


cerns, inability to rent 
smaller companies to local theatres 
and bad quality of German egeee 
tions. 

Engel had a distributing contract 
with Munich Emelka-Bavarian Film 
Co. He ran _ three 
Vienna, the Elite, Flotten and Lust- 
spiel theatre. They have switched 
over to American films now, 


NEW GERMAN 
MAJOR FILM 
CO. FORMED 


Berlin, July 18. 

New pic company, named Terra- 
Film-Kunst, has been formed by 
consolidating the former Terra Dis- 
tributing Co. and the Tobis Rota 
Film, Ltd. Chosen as directors are 
Fritz Kaelber and Willi Borchardt. 
Alfred Greven is to act as produc- 
tion manager, which post he for- 
merly held at Ufa. 


Sum of $5,000,000 in cash has been 
paid in, with which working capital 
the new firm is planning to bring 
out 25 pix during the coming year, 
which begins July 15, 

Impression is that it will be a 
big-time company, ranking with Ufa 
and Tobis. 











NEW JAP PIC CO. 
Tokyo, July 9. 

Tobo Cultural Talking Picture 
Prods. was incorporated here yes- 
terday (8) for the purpose of produc- 
ing cultural feature pix, 

New company is headed by Kat- 
sumoto Ito, formerly managing 
director of Tokatsu Eiga Co. Tobo 
studio will be located at Kyoto. 








Doyle Drops Aussie Production, 
Too, Panning Gov t and Quota Law 


Sydney, July 5. 
Stuart F. Doyle has decided to 
quit pic production in Australia al- 
together. Means he will not con- 


tinue dickers for Cinesound, and the 
fate of this producing unit is now 
in the balance. 

Doyle states that the governments 
of Australia had given little encour- 
agement to production, 
that even the Federal boys had 
withdrawn the paltry prizes offered 
for the best pix produced locally. 
Says that the Quota Acts 
in New South Wales and Victoria 
are badly designed, and his own 
efforts to bring before the govern- 
ments their faults have been ig- 
nored. Doyle feels that the Quota 
has not even been successful in cre- 
ating the operation of one 


nent studio, but has succeeded in 
losing thousands for local investors, 
instead. 


Doyle feels that production was at 
the crossroads through lack of effec- 
tive government encouragement, not 


by way of ill-conceived Quotas in- | 


capable of being carried out. Says 
further that the governmert of Aus- 


pointing out | 


operating | 


perma- | 


ED 


tralia has not shown any 
knowledge in designing Acts desired 
by the industry. Thus, Doyle con- 
tinues, if the present Acts are en- 
forced, it wouldn’t surprise him to 
see Americans withdrawing entirely 
from Australia, rather than tolerate 
a set of conditions that are impos- 
sible and impracticable. Americans 
really hold the trump card, Doyle 
says, because upon their supplies de- 
pends the livelihood of some 20,000 
| people in Australia, 





| Doyle suggests that the Govern- 
ment, if local production is desired 
| to live, should provide a large 


| bounty for producers covering a 
|vary the restrictions 
| force. Government should not dodge 
, responsibilities by trying unsuccess- 
fully to throw the onus onto Ameri- 
cans of what it (government) should 
| undertake itself. 

Finally, Doyle expresses the opin- 
| ion that local production is doomed 
j}unless revolutionary methods 
|adopted by the government in sub- 
stantial and tangible encouragement. 


trade | 


| 


Vienna, July 16. 
Hugo Engel, Inc., one of the} 
oldest Austrian film distributing 


inability to compete with large con-| 


pictures of | Seeking other channels of influence. 


theatres in| 
| Board 


| prizefight, 


Exhibs Sparring for Opening As 
English Quota Mob Muddles On 


London, July 18. 


Quota situation has now gotten to 
be like the middle stages of a dull 
with the contestants am- 
bling about, sparring for openings. 
Board of Trade officials have gone 
into a huddle on the draft Bill and 
the industry’s comments on it, tem- 
| porarily barring the door to further 
negotiation and trade groups are ac- 
cordingly confined at this time to 


Most active are the exhibitors, 
| with leaders of the Cinema Exhibi- 
tors’ Ass'n, gingered up by their re- 
| cent convention ruling, exploring the 
ground with a view to getting at the 
Government behind the back of the 
of Trade. Their plan is to 


| force contact with individual mem- 











reasonable production schedule, and | 
already in| 


| tically 


are | 


and not by passing all responsibility | 


to other people. 


bers of Parliament so as to state their 
slant. 

Fact the trade has to face all along 
is the ignorance of Parliament mem- 
bers regarding conditions in the in- 
dustry, which Becomes particularly a 
menace to exhibs, who have little 
or no direct representation there, in 
face of nearly 100 members with af- 
filiations at the Federation of British 
Industries, which is championing the 
cause of local producers, Although 
this is, at best, an oblique influence, 
the C.E.A. sees it as a factor to 
worry about and so takes the line 
that it has got to put in a lot of 
boosting to make Parliament exhibi- 
tor-conscious. 

First steps have been taken by a 
strong C.E.A. brannch at Leeds, rep- 
resenting hundreds of provincial in- 
dies, and which is the home terri- 
tory of the president, C. P. Metcalfe. 
Full branch committee is to seek an 
interview with the combined M.P.’s 
in the area, planning to go in a body 
to the House of Commons and state 
their case. 

Purely as a coincidence, a move- 
ment started recently in the House 
of Commons itself, where a group 
of nearly 100 M.P.’s has organized 
itself into a Parliamentary commit- 
tee whch will voluntarily seek con- 
tacts with the industry, so as to hear 
all the arguments and sift them in 
the hope of arriving at a basis of 
action in the House when the Bill is 
up for debate. Committee has no 
status, but if sections of the industry 
like to cooperate they may give it a 
general outline of the situation. 

Possibilities are, nevertheless 
somewhat stalled in advance through 
the fact that the trade is split wide 
open on the issue. Without unity in- 
side the industry, and with the Board 
of Trade faced by disrupted sec- 
tional interests, there is little likeli- 
hood of an unofficial Parliamentary 
committee making any better sense 
of tie tangle. 

As the thunder continues to roll 
prez Metcalfe of the C.E.A. came out 
with a piece of invective against the 
| Government in which he accused it 
of ignoring and flouting recommen- 
dations of the Moyne Committee. 
which he saw as’a body of experts 
well qualified to weigh trade argu- 
ments and submit a report regarded 
as workable. 


G-B THEATRE BRANCH 
REPORTS UPPED NET 


London, July 18. 

General Theatres Corp., operated 
and managed by G-B, shows a 
profit of $1,685,205 for the year to 
March 31 last, being an increase of 
$305,360 on the previous period. 
Board recommends payment of the 
balance of the 15% dividend on par- 
ticipating preferred ordinary shares, 
but holders of other ordinary stock 
get nothing. 

Group, which has approximately 
50 theatres, was reorganized about 
two years ago, with its capital dras- 
reduced despite fierce oppos 
sition by a minority group of stock- 
holders. At that time in the dol- 
drums, it is reported to be sailing 
into fairer weather, the board's re- 
port declaring that trading profits, 
so far as available, showed an ine 








| crease in profit is maintained, 
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Film Daily on ‘‘THEY WON’‘T FORGET“ 


A-1 ENTERTAINMENT 


'N. "y. Daily News on ‘‘'THEY WON'T FORGET” 


IT WILL BE ONE OF THE MOST 
DISCUSSED FILMS OF THE YEAR 


Variety Daily on ‘‘THEY WON'‘T FORGET” 


THEY WON'T FORGET-AND NEITHER 
WILL YOU WHEN YOU PLAY IT 


Shéilecen’ s Trade Review on “THEY WON'T FORGET” 


UNFORGETTABLE SCREEN DRAMA= SPLENDID 


N. Y. Herald-Tribune on ‘THEY WON'T FORGET” 


ONE OF THOSE SMASHING,.F ASCINATING,UNF ORGETTABLE PIC- 
TURES THAT NO ONE WHO SEES IT IS LIKELY TO EVER FORGET 


N. Y. Sun on ‘THEY WON'T FORGET” 


THE OBVIOUS, DUTY OF ALL RIGHT-THINKING FANS IS TO SEE IT TWICE 
AND SEND FRIENDS — A POWERFUL, SIGNIFICANT AND RARE PICTURE 


N. Y. Post on ‘“‘THEY WON'T FORGET” 


BRILLIANT, ,; COURAGEOUS DRAMA! FOR ITS PERFECTION CHIEF CREDIT MUST GO TO 

MERVYN LEROY, FOR HIS REMARKABLE, SKILLFUL DIRECTION: FOR TOUCHES AS FINE AS 

ANYTHING THE SCREEN HAS EVER DONE CREDIT AN EXCELLENT SCRIPT. AND ALL THE CAST 
N. Y. Times on ‘‘THEY WON'T FORGET“ 


A PICTURE YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO MISS! A POWERFUL DRAMA. IT TAKES ITS PLACE AMONG THE REALLY 
GREAT PRODUCTIONS OF THE SCREEN! MADE WITH UNSWERVING HONESTY AND LAUDABLE COURAGE 
AND BRILLIANTLY CONTRIVED BY MERVYN LEROY. IT WILL BE TALKED ABOUT AND REMEMBERED / 


N. Y. Evening Journal on ‘THEY WON'T FORGET” 
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WARNER BROS. 


With a Record Barrage of-Booking Requests.for 


MERVYN LEROY’S 
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NOW IN THIRD SMASHING N. Y. STRAND WEEK, WITH 
f GLAUDE RAINS + GLORIA DICKSON + EDWARD 
é ti ORRIS ¢ Otto Kruger « Allyn Joslyn ¢ Lana Turner 


A FEAST FOR YOUR EYES 
August 23 and 24 


} National ,Trade:Showing;of First Warner Releases for:1937-38 
Check.your Warner man for a quick reservation! 
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(For information of theatre aud film exchange bookers, Variety presents @ complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing companies for 
the current quarterly period. Date of the reviews as given tn Variety and the running time of prints are inciuded.) 
COPYRIGHT, 1937, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
— — —————— — a i — 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
5 /28 /37 LEAGUE OF FRIGHTENED MEN E. Chodorev Cel Drama I. Hervey-W. Connolly Al Green 71 6/16 
f I MET HIM IN. PARIS W. Ruggles Par Rom-Com C. Colbert-Melvyn Douglas W. Ruggles 85 6/9 
HOLLYWOOD COWBOY G. A. Hirliman RKO Western G. O’Brien-C. Parker-E. Scott Ewing Scott 60 7/28 , 
THIS IS MY AFFAIR K. MacGowan 20th Musical R. Tayler-B, Stanwyck- W. A. Seiter 99 6/2 
UNDER THE RED ROBE RT. Kane 20th Drama C. Veidt-R. Massey V. Seastrom 100 6/2 
DREAMING LIPS M. Schach UA Rom-Dr E. Bergnuer-R. Massey Paul Czinner 70 5/26 
THE MAN IN BLUE K. Glasmon U Melodrama R. Wilcox-N. Grey M. Carruth 64 7/28 
KID GALLAHAD WB WwB Drama E. G. Robinson-B. Davis M. Curtiz 100 6/2 
6 /4/37 RECKLESS RANGER Col Col Western Bob Allen-B. Weeks S. G. Bennett 59 7/14 
, TALK OF THE DEVIL B. & D. GB Rom-Dr R. Cortez-S. Eilers Carl Reid 76 5/19 
HELL DIVERS (RE-ISSUE) MGM MGM Com-Dr W. Beery-Gable-C, Nagle G. Hill 169 12/29/31 
PARNELL J. Stahl MGM Rom-Dr C. Gable-Myrna Loy John Stahl 115 6/9 
HOTEL HAYWIRE Pai Par Comedy L. Carrillo-L. Overman G. Archainbaud 65 6/16 
BORDER CAFE Bob Sisk RKO Western J. Beal-H. Carey-Armida Lew Landers 67 6/9 
DOOMED AT SUNDOWN A. W. Hackel Rep Western Be. Steele Sam Newfield 
ANGEL’S HOLIDAY J. Stone 20th Drama J. Withers-Robert Kent James Tinling 74 5/26 
WLEN THIEF MEETS THIEF Criterion UA Rom-Dr D. Fairbanks, Jr.-V. Hobsen Raoul Walsh 85 6/18 
THE WILDCATTER Geo. Owen U Drama S. Colten-J. Rogers Ray McCarey 5K 6/16 
CASE OF STUTTERING BISHOP WB WB Mystery D. Weeds-Ann Dvorak W. Clemens 70 6/2 
6/11/37 A DAY AT THE RACES L. Weingarten MGM Comedy Marx Bros. Sam Wood 109 6/23 
THE GREAT GAMBINI B. P. Schulberg Par Melodrama A. Tamiroff-J. Trent C. Vidor 70 7/14 
MEET THE MISSUS Al Lewis RKO Comedy H. Broderick-V. Moore Joseph Santley 65 EK. 
IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU L. Fields Rep Rom-Dr A. Baxter-A. Leeds Phil Rosen 71 7/7 
SHE HAD TO EAT S. G. Engel 20th Comedy Hudson-Treacher-Haley M. St. Clair 71 7/14 
SLIM WB WEB Drama P. O’Brien-H. Fonda R. Enright 86 6 30 
BLAZING SIXES WB we Western D. Feran-H. Valkis Noel Smith 58 
6/18/37 TWO-FISTED SHERIFF H. L. Decker Cel Western C. Starrett-B. Weeks Leon Barsha 
: BANK ALARM Condor GN Melodrama Conrad Nagel Louis Gasnier 64 6/23 
MARRIED BEFORE BREAKFAST S. Zimbalist MGM Com-Dr R. Young-Florence Rice E. L. Marin 70 7/28 
NORTH OF RIO GRANDE Harry Sherman Par Western Wm. Boyd-Geo. Haves Nate Watt 
MOUNTAIN MUSIC Ben Glazer Par Comedy B. Burns-Martha Raye C. Reisner 76 6/30 
RIDING CN AIR David Loew RKO Comedy Joe E. Brown E. Sedgwick 70 6/30 
RHYTHM IN THE CLOUDS A. E. Levoy Rep Musieal P. Ellis-W. Hull John H. Auer 64 
YODELIN’ KID FROM PINE RIDGE A. Schaefer Rep Western Gene Autry-B. Bronson Joe Kane 
BIG BUSINESS Max Golden 26th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Deane F. R. Strayer 61 6/2 
WALT DISNEY’S ACADEMY REVUE W. Disney UA Comedy Cartoon W. Disney 
ARMORED CAR E. M. Asher U Melodrama R. Wilcox-J. Barrett L. Foster 64 7/28 
FLY AWAY BABY WB WB Com-Dr G. Farrell-B. MacLane F. McDonald 60 7/14 
WHITE BONDAGE WB WB Drama Jean Muir-G. Oliver Nick Grinde 60 7/21 
6/25/37 DEVIL IS DRIVING Col Col Melodrama R. Dix-Joan Perry H. Lachman 69 77 
; GIRLS CAN PLAY Ralph Cohn Cel Comedy J. Wells-C. Quigley L. . Hillyer 69 6/30 
SWEETHEART OF THE NAVY B. F. Zeidman GN Comedy Erie Linden-C. Parker D. Mansfield 63 7/7 
CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS L. D. Lighton MGM Spectacle F. Bartholomew-Spencer Tracy V. Fleming 115 5/19 
LAST TRAIN FROM MADRID G. M. Arthur Par Drama L. Ayres-D. Lamour J. Hogan 85 6/23 
YOU CAN’T BEAT LOVE Robert Sisk RKO Rom-Com P. Fester-J. Fontaine Cc. Cabanne €0 €/30 
A LAW MAN IS BORN A. W. Hackel Rep Western J. M. Brown-I. Meredith Sam Newfield 61 7/7 
SING AND BE HAPPY M. H. Feld 20th Musical J. Davis-A. Marin H. Lehrman 67 6/23 
LOVE IN A BUNGALOW E. M. Asher U Rom-Com N. Grey-K. Taylor Ray McCarey 67 7/9 
ANOTHER DAWN WB WB Rom-Dr K. Francis-E. Flynn W. Dieterle 73 6/23 
7/2/37 A FIGHT TO THE FINISH R. Cohn Cel Action D. Perry-R. Keith Cc. C. Coleman 58 7/7 
y ONE MAN JUSTICE H. L. Decker Cel Western C. Starrett-B. Weeks Leon Barsha 
ROARING TIMBER R. Flothow Cel Outdoor Jack Helt-G. Bradley Phil Rosen 67 7/14 
RIDERS OF THE ROCKIES Ed Finney GN Western Tex Ritter R. N. Bradbury 
THE EMPEROR’S CANDLESTICKE& J. Considine MGM Rom-Dr Powell-Rainer G. Fitzmaurice 95 6/30 
THIRTEENTH MAN Lon Young Meno Mystery W. Heyburn-I. Courtney W. Nigh 
MIDNIGHT MADONNA E. Cohen Par Melodrama W. William-M. Correll J. Flood 56 7/21 
FORLORN RIVER Par Par Western L. Crabbe-June Martel C. Barton 55 
NEW FACES OF 1937 Edward Small RKO Musical M. Berle-J. Penner-H. Hilliard Leigh Jason 105 7/7 
SLAVE SHIP N. Johnson 20th Spectacle W. Baxter-W. Beery-E. Allen Tay Garnett 90 6/23 
DARK JOURNEY V. Saville UA Drama C. Veidt-V. Leigh-J. Gardner . Saville 
KI COVER THE WAR Trem Carr U Drama J. Wayne-D. Barclay-G. Gaze A. Lubin 69 7/7 
SINGING MARINE L. Edelman WwB Musical D. Powell-D. Weston Ray Enright 105 7/7 
7/9/37 THE TWO OF US Gainsborough Gk Rom-Com J. Hulbert-Gina Malo R. Stevenson 
F THE SHADOW STRIKES Alexanders GN Mystery R. LaRocque-L. Anders Lynn Shores 61 7/14 
BETWEEN TWO WOMEN MGM MGM Drama Tene-V. Bruce-M. O'Sullivan G. Seitz 87 
HOOSHER SCHOOLBOY K. Goldsmith Mone ‘Drama M. Reoney-F. Shields W. Nigh 62 6/30 
WILD MONEY Par Par Com-Dr E. E. Horton-L. Campbell Louis King 70 
ON AGAIN, OFF AGAIN L. Marcus RKO Comedy Wheeler-Woolsey-E. Muir Edw. Cline 66 
BORN RECKLESS M. H. Feld 20th Melodrama B. Donlevy-R. Hudson M. St. Clair 66 421 
WESTBOUND LIMITED McRae-Koenig U Rom-Dr L. Talbot-P. Rewles F. Beebe 
PUBLIC WEDDING WB wB Com-Dr J. Wyman-M. Wilson Nick Grinde 
EMPTY HOLSTERS WB WB Western D. Feran-P. Walthall B. Eason 
7/16/37 IT CAN’T LAST FOREVER H. L. Decker Cel Rom.-Com. R. Bellamy-B. Furness Ham. MacFadden 68 7/7 
KING SOLOMON’S MINES GB GB Spectacle A. Lee-R. Young-Kebeson R. Stevenson 80 6/30 
BOOTS OF DESTINY Condor GN Western Ken Maynard A. Rosson 59 
BLAZING BARRIERS K. Goldsmith Mono Drama F. Coghlan-E. Arnold, Jr. A. Scotte 
RIDERS OF THE DAWN R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
TOPPER Hal Roach MGM Comedy C. Bennett-R. Yeung N. MacLeod 98 7/14 
EASY LIVING A. Hornblow, Jr. Par Comedy J. Arthur-R. Milland M. Leisen 88 7/7 
SUPER SLEUTH Edw. Small RKO Mystery J. Oakie-A. Sothern Ben Stoloff 75 7/14 
THE RED ROPE A. W. Hackel Rep Western Beb Steele-L. January S. Roy Luby 66 7/21 
THE CALIFORNIAN Sol Lesser 26th Western R. Arien-R. Cortez Gus Meins 59 3/% 
EVER SINCE EVE Cosmo we Rom-Com M. Davies-R. Montgomery L. Bacon 17 6/30 
7/23 37 RENDEZVOUS IN ALPS J. Hagen GN Rom-Dr J. Baxter-A. Bushel B. Vorhaus 
4 SARATOGA Hyman-Emerson MGM Rom-Dr Gable-Harlow Jack Conway 90 7/14 
PARADISE ISLE Dorothy Reid Mone Drama Movita-W. Hull A. G. Collins 73 
RUSTLER’S VALLEY H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd Nate Watt 58 7/7 
THE BIG SHOT Maury Cohen RKO Comedy C. Witherspoon-Kibbee Edw. Killy 6G 
THE LADY ESCAPES L. L. Landau 20th Rom-Com M. Whalen-G. Stuart Eugene Forde 
KNIGHT WITHOUT ARMOR A. Korda UA Drama Dietrich-Robert Donat J. Feyder 
TOWN SCOUT WB wR Comedy D. Woods-J. Madden Louis King 6,16 
7/30/37 A DANGEROUS ADVENTURE W. MacDonald Ceol Action D. Terry-R. Keith D. R. Lederman 
WHERE THERE’S A WILL Gainsborough GB ‘Rom-Dr Will Hay-Lilli Palmer M. Varnell 
SMALL TOWN BOY Zion Myers GN Comedy S. Erwin-J. Compton Glenn Tryon 
LONDON BY NIGHT S. Zimbalist MGM Mystery L. G. Carroll-R. Johnson W. Thiele 70 
LEGION OF MISSING MEN I. E. Chadwick Meno Drama Ralph Forbes H. McFadden 
EXCLUSIVE Ben Glazer Par Melodrama F. MaeMurray-F. Farmer Al Hall 721 
SHE’S NO LADY B. P. Schulberg Par Melodrama Dvorak-Jobn Trent C. Vidor 65 
TOAST OF NEW YORK Edw. Small RKO Rom-Dr E. Arnold-F. Farmer-Oakie Rowland V. Lee 93 7/14 
WEE WILLIE WINKIE Gene Markey 26th Drama S. Temple-V. McLaglen John Ford 105 6/30 
VOGUES OF 1938 W. Wanger UA Musical W. Baxter-J. Bennett I. Cummings ; 
REPORTED MISSING E. M. Asher U Melodrama Wm. Gargan-J. Rogers M. Carruth 
THE ROAD BACK Grainger-Whale U Drama J. King-B. Read-A. Devine J. Whale 165 6/23 
MARRY THE GIRL WB wB Comedy Mary Boland-H. Herbert Wm. McGann 
8/6, 37 RANGER STEPS IN Col Col Western B. Allen-E. Stewart S. G. Bennett 
MYSTERY OF HOODED HORSEMAN Ed Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 
THE GOOD FARTH I. Thalberg MGM Drama Paul Muni-Luise Rainer S. Franklin 140 216 
THE OUTER GATE I. E. Chadwick Mone Drama Ralph Forbes H. MacFadden 
ARTISTS AND MODELS L. E. Gensler Par Musical J. Benny-G. Patrick Raoul Walsh 
WINDJAMMER G. Hirliman RKO Action Geerge O’Brien-C. Worth Ewing Scott 
BOOTHILL BRIGADE A. W. Hackel Rep Western J. M. Brown-C. Rochelle Sam Newfield 
YOU CAN’T HAVE EVERYTHING L. Schwab 26th Musical Alice Faye-Ritz Bros. Ameche N. Taurog 104 7/28 
STELLA DALLAS S. Goldwyn UA Drama Stanw yck-Boles King Vidor 70 7/28 
SAN QUENTIN WwB VE Melodrama P. O’Brien-H. Bogart L. Bacon 100 7/28 
8/13/37 LOVE TAKES FLIGHT Condor GN Rom-Com B. Cabot-Beatrice Roberts Conrad Nagel 
’ THE FIREFLY H. Stromberg MGM Operetta MacDonald-A. Jones R. Z. Leonard 140 7/28 
LUCK OF ROARING CAMP J. H. Steele Meno Outdoor 0. Davis, Jr.-J. Woodbury I. V. Willat 
BLONDE TROUBLE Par Par Musical L. Overman-E. Whitney G. Archainbaud 
HIDEAWAY Cliff Reid RKO Drama F. Stene-M. Lord Richard Rosson 66 3/21 
ONE MILE FROM HEAVEN Sol Wurtzel 206th Rom-Dr C. Trevor-S. Blane Allan Dwan 
HANDY ANDY (Reissue) Sol Wurtzel 20th Comedy W. Regers-R. Taylor D. Butler 
DANCE, CHARLIE, DANCE WE WB Comedy S. Erwin-Jean Muir F. McDonald 
DEVIL’S SADDLE LEGION WB WBE Western Dick Feran-Ann Nagel B. Connolly 
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id HOW IN TOWN — NEW YORK TIMES 
Spectacular opening ushered in roadshow picture, which in its treatment set many new 
engagement of Paramount’s “High, Wide precedents was that limited number of free 4 ” 
and Handsome” at Astor Theatre, New tickets were issued. Rest of audience had HIGH WIDE AND HANDSOME 
York, night of July 21. Jerome Kern and to put it on the line, and how they did! ’ a ‘ 
Oscar Hammerstein’s musical romance- Critical comment also set precedent for treatment accorded picture hy first-line 
drama interested, excited and thrilled first- praise. Read the highlights from the reviews metropolitan film critics: 
night audience. Precedent in connection with on succeeding pages. FRANK S. NUGENT, New York Times — 
‘Moves easily into the ranks of the season's 


best. Against it ‘Showboat’ was an effeminate 
piece. The Astor has the best show in town.” 


WANDA HALE, Daily News—An active 


exciting, colorful and thrilling picture.” 


BLAND JOHANESON, Daily Mirror— 
‘Produced on a giant scale, splendidly direc- 
ted, played by a great cast, distinguished by a 
stimulating musical score. A unique and stun- 
ning film which will entertain any audience.” 


HOWARD BARNES, Herald-Tribune — 
‘Prodigal and colorful reconstruction of an 
exciting period. Best described by the ad jec- 
tives of its title.”’ 


WILLIAM BOEHNEL, World-Telegram — 

“Magnificent entertainment. A film of un- 

common quality, a superb piece of piclure- 

telling which nobody who finds pleasure in 

the cinema can afford to miss.” 

nice ae oe oe, Rs e x pea 4 re, if pet Es ¥ i EILEEN CREELMAN, Sun—"'Is a ‘Cimarron’ 
’ ogee . : > 4 * = of the oil industry.”’ ca 

ROSE PELSWICK, Evening Journal — 

‘Never forgets to be a slick adventure varn 

even though it’s been filmed on a large and 

lavish seale. You'll enjoy the picture im- 

mensely.”’ 





Coast Preview Brought Forth More 
“HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME” comment: 


ERSKINE JOHNSON, Universal Service—. ae 


**Entertainment spelled with a Capital E." 
LEO TOWNSEND, Modern Screen— 
“A great production.” 


HAL TODD, Boxoffice Digest — 
*‘Marvelous! Wait, that doesn’t do it justice 
,.. Sensational!” 


CLARK WALES, Screen and Radio Weekly 
—‘*Two great pictures rolled into one.”’ 
WHITNEY BOLTON, Literary Digest—* [Has 
magnificent sweep.’ 

EDWIN SCHALLERT, Drama Editor, Los 
Angeles Times— Truly epochal production” 
MAXINE SMITH, Chicago American — 


*‘Marvelous entertainment.” 
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Milling MobS turned out for opening of Paramount’s “High, Wide 
and Handsome.” Heavy advance sale at $2.20 top proves public is 
ready, willing and able to pay for entertainment that so successfully 
blends drama, music, romance, thrills, song, music and comedy 
‘as does this Rouben Mamoulian saga of “black gold rush” days. 
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VARIETY—‘ Interesting and by all portents fi 
: very lucrative experiment in popular screen H 
High, Wide and Wandsome, too, was the spe- entertainment. Fullest value in mass appeal.” 
eet ethae a celpear naar rete HOLLYWOOD REPORTER — A new word will 
duced novel mural effects and modern lighting have to be coined even to describe this ope- 
sinene : , ; ; : into modern showmanship that characterized retta treatment of a dramatic episode from 
Significant Billboard Campaign was important element ip advance’ Paramount campaign for important picture. American history.” 


advertising for opening period. Painted boards like this in strategie 
locations complemented full showing on regular stands. 

















* ; sn | mee tieee bu mi = " | 
ie nd HANDSOM 
y di y/ ; eg 215. ‘ ne wees SEEGH WIDE © ‘ Randgigh Scat: . 
TGH WIDE ond HANDS Ogg,’ STS Ma Mie akg eI tw se entehen 


oR fhe é 


x6 ? em te _ 9 ° 0s det 





ast 





an ‘ 





High, Wide and Handsome was the newspaper campaign on behalf of Paramount’s smashing spectacle of the 
oil industry. Refreshingly new treatments in layouts and art characterized refreshingly new treatments and 
blending of entertainment elements in the picture. 


by Jerome Kern and Oscar Hammerstein Il, Creators of Immortal Music 


Irene Dunne in ‘HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME?’ with Randolph Scott 
DOROTHY LAMOUR + AKIM TAMIROFF + RAYMOND WALBURN - Ben Blue - Charles 


Bickford -° Elizabeth Patterson - William Frawley ° A Rouben Mamoulian sdaeleitiaiteys 


A Paramount Picture Directed by Rouben Mamoulian. + Music by Jerome Kern + Original Story, Screen Play and Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein Il 
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through disciplining him, with both | 
the girl and the convict brother mis- | 
taking his motives each way. This 
justifies the escape that climaxes the 
action. It is an escape and chase 
that has been exceedingly well done | 
by all hands concerned and ranks | 
with the most exciting of its kind | 
ever filmed. 

In some ways the story is a bit 
unconvincing but the liberties taken 
are not extremely serious. Finish | 
is what might be expected, with the | 
escaped convict brother of the heart | 
interest staggering back to the prison 
to die. While the story could have} 
been improved upon, its dialog, how- | 
ever, is quite good. 

Photographic job of Sid Hickox | 
and his crew is highly commendable, | 
the chase scenes especially standing 


out. Char. 
’ 

You Can’t Have 
Everything 
(MUSICAL) 

Glendale, Cal., July 27. 
“uh Century-Fox release of Lavrence 
Schwab production, Directed by Norman | 
Taurog. Story by Gregory Ratoff. Screen- 
Play by Harry Tugend, Jack Yellen and 


| 
Kart Tunberg. Songs, Mack Gordon and | 
Harry Revel; dances, Harry Losee: camers, 
| 

' 

! 


Lucien Andriot; film editor, Hansen Fritch: 
musical director, David Buttolph. Pre- 
viewed at Alexander, Glendale, July 23, 
*37. Running time, 100 mins. | 
STE. OW WVMINDs 65% 60 0.055066 00, Alice Faye | 
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_ Those Ritz Bros. are in again. This 
time they are let loose in a wild and | 
hilarious filmusical, one of the best 
of the series of this type which 20th 
Century-Fox has turned out. There 
are others in it too, good names for 
the electric displays—Alice Faye, 
Don Ameche, Charles Winninger, Ar- 
thur Treacher, Tony Martin, Rubin- 
off and Louise Hovick (Gypsy Rose 
Lee, all dressed up), but it’s the Ritz 
freres who deserve to lead the bill- 
ing. Previous starts of this trio were 
mere workouts. There’s no holding 
them in ‘You Can’t Have Everything.’ 

Derryl Zanuck and his organization, 
which in this instance includes Laur- 
ence Schwab, who knows something 
about musical shows, as associate 
producer; Norman Taurog, director: 
Harry Tugend, Jack Yellen and Karl 
Tunberg, writers; and Mack Gordon 
and Harry Revel, on tunes and lyrics, 
have produced another box office 
socko, which will ride along to the 
top figures of its predecessors, Zan- 
uck has developed a formula for this 
kind of entertainment.. The combi- 
nation works again in ‘You Can't 
Have Everything,’ which is an expert 
piecing together of story, melody, 
blackouts, night club specialties and 
production numbers. The fact that 
it looks as if it were easy to make 
Is the best evidence that it is well 
done. Not as elaborate in costumes 
and production as some of the others, 
it leads them all in mirth. 

Another backstage story and all. 
the principals are familiar types of 
the theatre. This time the heroine 
Alice Faye) is not the prima donna, | 

ut a young dramatist of serious 
Plays, who sells a script because of 
her good looks. Don Ameche is the | 
Successful Broadway librettist who 
Persuades Charles Winninger to 
make the investment. When her 
serious play is made the basis for a 
satiric musical, Miss Faye returns to 
town to protest, and discovers her- 
Self the author of a hit. 

That's all; meaning that's all that 

necessary to string together a 








| Can't 


| actors who stand shaking with ague 


lat the final curtain true to the tra- 


dancers, score with their specialty. 

Five numbers are contributed by | 
Gordon and Revel, of which ‘You 
Have Everything’ will get 
plenty of airing. Others are ‘Danger, 
Love at Work,’ ‘Please Pardon Us, 
We're in Love,’ ‘The Loveliness of 
You’ and ‘Afraid to Dream.’ David | 


| Buttolph’s musical direction is lively. 


It’s the general teamwork which | 
Norman Taurog has inspired that dis- | 
tinguishes ‘You Can’t Have Every- 
thing.” Made to suit a wide range of | 
taste, it’s a money picture of heavy | 
caliber Flin. 


Back in Circulation 


Hollywood, July 27. 


Warner Bros, release of Sam _ Bischoff 
Production Features Joan Blondell, Pat 
| «Brien, Margaret Lindsay, Directed by 


Ray Enright. 
St. John: screenplay, 


Original by Adela 
Warren Duff: 


togers 
camera, 


Arthur Todd. Asst. director, Jesse 

dialog director. Jo Graham; film elitor, 
Clarence Kolster. Previewed at WB Hol- 
iywood theatre, Hollywood, July 26.  Run- 
ning time, 100) mins 

Bill Morgan... Pat O'Brien 
Time TAMNS..5 oe sscccces Joan Blondel | 
Arline Wade.............Margaret Lindsay 


Dr. Kugene Forde...............John Litel 


1 Sam Sherman........-cccssess 
BRUT DIY 4. ccc cscncoesecoccer’s Eddie Acuff 
Bno0op’ Davie. .cccccccccecses Craig Reynolds 
I. R. Daniels... .ccccccsces: George kk. Stone | 
Dorinda ......cscrcccseccecees Bernice Pilot 
Dy; MBvams. ...2- ..Granville Bates 
ea pacaseevesiceice Zanes 

i Cariton Whitney.....eee.-> ..Walter Byron 
Sheriff...... cccceceee Spencer Charters 





Heretofore it always has been the 


at their entrance, then give a smash- 
bang performance and fall in a faint 


dition that the show must go on. 
Now it’s the breathiess newspaper 
reporter, who defies rain, sleet and 
snow like the mailman, and whose 
battle cry is news is news and the 
story must be in before the deadline. 





'The newspaper boys, the goofy | 
photographers and the _ hysterical 


city editor are on the murder trail 
in ‘Back jin Circulation,’ relentlessly 
pursuing the accused, telling 
coroners, district attorneys and de- 
fense counsel how to conduct their 
business. 

This new film about press sen- 
sationalism has some fresh twists 
and turns, chief of which is that the 
star reporter is a girl and the girl is 
Joan Blondell. Pat O’Brien, who was 
the reporter in ‘Front Page,’ has been 
promoted. He’s the city editor now. 
These two, and Margaret Lindsay, 
pathetic victim of tabloid journalism, | 
head a good Warner cast in the film 
version of Adela Rogers St. John’s 
Cosmopolitan mag story about a 
newspaper woman who first causes 
the arrest and conviction of a one- 
time showgirl, recently widowed 
through the untimely death of her 
husband by poison. The surprise 
turn is the girl reporter’s discovery 
that she has made g great mistake, 
that the widow is innocent, where- 
upon the unconscionable newshound 
reverses herself, digs up new facts 
and frees the accused. 

It’s a fast-stepping melodrama, and 
the three principals give splendid 
performances. Much of the familiar 
comedy which prevails in picture re- 
productions of city rooms in metro- 
politan dailies has been omitted. 

Miss Blondell gives a believable 
characterization of a hard-boiled re- 





porter who turns against her city 
editor and the newspaper racket 


when she is convinced that she and 
they have railroaded an innocent 
person. Pat O’Brien has played in 
s0 many studio newspaper offices 
that he can write headlines on ver- 
dicts while the jury is still out. All 
Miss Lindsay has to do is to look 
abused, but several times she lets 
loose on the press and what she tells 
them isn’t half what they deserve. 


Hibbs; | sheik who breeds the fastest horses 
| 
| 


ten Welden | 


tourist guide. Just to prove he re- 
tains his one-time manly physique, 
he is photographed while taking a 
bath, which really proves nothing at 
all, except he is thicker through the 
chest than Robert Taylor, who re- 
cently had a public dunking in 
‘Personal Property.’ Novarro speaks 


English distinctly, and there is no 
reason why he should not regain 
some standing in films, if given a 


| part in a major production where he 
competent | 


would be assisted 
actors. 

Plot is hackneyed story about a 
rich American girl, who wagers her 
fiance, an English nobleman, that she 
will find a horse swifter than any in 
his stables. Off to Arabia go the girl 
and her uncouth American father, 
who made his millions selling cork- 
screws, and her comedy aunt and 
snippy cousin. Novarro is the Arab 


by 


in the world, but the ill-mannered 
Americans mistake him for a 
gage porter and native guide. The 
|rest is easy. Novarro leads the 
group into a prearranged ambush of 
| his own henchmen, stages a fake 
kidnapping. gives the girl a lesson in 
| etiquette, loses her in the desert 
moonlight, and then takes her from 
the altar as his own bride at the 
moment when she is being married 
|} to the Englishman. The idea being. 
of course, that the joke is on the 
Britisher, whereas he is the lucky 
fellow. 

Irving Pichel, who directed, ha 
done much better. but probably did 
as well as he could with the players 
assigned to his story. 

With Novarro prominently adver- 
tised film will attract some business. 
but the customers will omit raves on 
the way out. Flin. 


bag- 





Married Before Breakfast 


Metro 


release 


of Sam Zimbalist produe- 
tion, Features Robert Young, Florence 
Rice, Liirected by Edwin Marin. Screen 
play, George Oppenheimer, Everett Free- 
man; original, Harry Ruskin: camera, 
Lednard Smith: film editor, William S. 
Gray: asst. director, Walter © Siro 
At State, N. Y.. week July 28, '37 Run- 
ning time, 70 mins, 
TOM Weemeee o4 fs fseteacece Robert Young 
eer, SE 660602860606 Florence Rice 
ne: Sen esc cceceesa sie June Clayworth 
SOE vibe Fahindiasdcvaves Barnett Parker 
as See 644046050068 Warren Hymer 
ee eee. bes 64d i 00d eer ce Helen lint 
hh Oe eee ee Irene Wranklin 
vey isp ng TRUE eT Te Hugh Marlowe 
ts SEED \y £a-w-é-s ae cae eee « Tom Kennedy 
Police Sergeant........cce+; Edgar Dearing 


Whoever started the current cycle 
of screwy, happy-go-lucky, anything 
goes comedies probably didn’t re- 
alize that it would eventually lead 
to pictures like ‘Married Before 
Breakfast.’ This one is the kind of 
picture which prompts the ‘let’s cal! 


the whole thing off’ refrain. [t has 
practically nothing in its favor. 
Starting with the screwy thesis 


that Robert Young invents a new 
kind of shaving cream which calls 
for no razor, and gets paid a quarter 
of a million bucks by a razor blade 
factory to forget about it, it goes 
nuttier and nuttier as it goes along. 
There are occasional laugh sequen- 
ces, but the entire thing is so far 
afield, from the standpoint of sanity 
or logic that it’s hopeless. Obvi- 
ously, logic is not a must component 
in comedy, but then it has to be 
played fast and furious in a farcical 
vein. This one isn't; it’s played re- 
alistically and as though it made 
sense. 

Young. so the story goes, is en- 
gaged to marry a society belle and 
he’s going to use his coin to take 
her on a trip around the world. The 
clerk in the steamship office is in 
love with an insurance salesman and 
can’t get married because, before he 
can get a raise he must sell insur- 





Flin. 





ance to a milkman who doesn’t want; down on his 


running and up-to-the-minute com- 
edy passages and an_ ingratiating 
George O’Brien. 

Narrative moves along a little too 
leisurely for a western, but the pro- 
duction is studded with so many 
comedy and romantic interludes that 
the pace proves of small importance. 
Nothing is done to hypo the plot into 
a run-of-the-mill brand of slam-bang | 
melodrama with the result that the | 
situations work themselves out natu- 
rally and convincingly. 


Film’s complications revolve 
around a bunch of city racketeers | 
who have moved their operations | 


into the cow country and the inter- 
locked adventures of a screen cow- 
boy who, accompanied by a writer | 
pal, is taking a holiday in this same 
country. Latter pair get into the 
thick of the racketeers’ depredations 
on the ranching folk and when the 
pressure becomes hottest for the 
ranchers, the camera cowboy, all this 
time moving under an assumed | 
name, discloses that he is no mean | 
hand at outwitting the villains and 
slapping them for a row of cliffs. 
O’Brien packs heaps of smiles and 
insouciance into the role of the 
screen cowboy. Cecilia Parker is the 
ranch heiress who winds up in his 
arms for the fadeout scene, while Joe 
Caits, as the dyspeptic writer pal, 
pulls plenty of laughs. Odec. 


} 
| 





PHANTOM PATROL 


Ambassador release of Maurice Conn pro- | 
duction. Features Kermit Maynard, with | 
Joan Barctay, Harry Worth, Paul Fix, | 
George Cleveland, Eddie Phillips, Directed 
by Charles Hutchison. Suggested by James | 
Oliver Curwood’s story, “The Fatal oe 
Camera, Arthur Reed. At Chalomer, N. Y., 
July 22-25, '37, double bill, Running time, 
8 mins, | 








James Oliver Curwood doubtlessly 
would rub his eyes in bewilderment 
if he ever chanced to see this quickie 
version of how a mountie grabs his 
man. No question but that the story 
was there originally. Glimpses of 
it manage to percolate through de- 
spite helter-skelter direction, lame | 
adaptation and stodgy acting. Film 
may crowd into double bills, espe- 
cially for the kid populace or special | 
kid nights as at this house. 

‘Phantom Patrol’ has Kermit May- 
nard as the daring mountie. He's 
not Ken Maynard, and they won't) 
know until they're inside. Kermit 
makes an acceptable actor, and rides | 
in typical outdoor style. The young- 
sters can spot him easily after he’s 
pictured routing a band of seven | 
armed husky mountain outlaws sin- 
gle-handed. After that, the audi- 
ence is prepared for anything. 

The threadbare theme of the 
mountie seeking outlays is slightly 
complicated here by ringing in Dap- | 
per Gearing from ‘the states.’ This | 
adds a lot of early film when the 
American crook corners a detective | 
story writer in his Canadian cabin, 
ties him up and starts out imperson- | 
ating him. This wrinkle to the plot | 
might have been made something 
with better writing and direction but 
here it’s absurd. 

Eventually, the smart mounted po- 
lice hero solves the thin mystery that | 
had been obvious to everybody but 
him from the outset. There are sev- 
eral galloping rescue episodes and 
then the customary gun battle be- | 
tween the police and the outlaws. 

Vehicle is virtually devoid of pro- | 
duction. It probably was shot in| 
record time. Everything smacks of | 
this. Dialog is as duil as the acting. 

Maynard is robust and outspoken 
as the mountie. Joan Barclay plays 
the dainty, doll-like heroine, photo- 
graphing eapectely. well. Harry 
Worth and Paul Fix do standard 
work and are best in the support. 
Arthur Reed’s cameraing grabs a 
few nice outdoor shots but falls 


|through his trials. 


_ good looking chief interest. 





interiors. Wear, 


| between the youth, when he grows 
| old enough to work as a bank teller, 


excepting to forward interest in the 
story. Instead, both the writers and 
director have centered attention on 
the struggle of the youth to continue 
as an honest man even after his un- 
cle has attempted to warp his mind 
and turn him against his benefactors. 

Developments make it easy for 
Kubec Glasmon to ring in the crimi- 
nal types, both in and outside the 
prison. He’s planted a wallop near 
the end which, for dexterity, is 
worthy of a far stronger vehicle— 
when the retired cop. kills an 
escaping paroled man in a climactic 


| gun fight. 


Robert Wilcox, as the orphan lad 
grown to manhood, screens well, has 
the looks and is a newcomer who 
shows much promise. He’s been 
brought along nicely at this studio, 
and with proper build-up, Wilcox 
should go places. Nan Grey, who 
first attracted notice in ‘Three Smart 
Girls,’ also seems about due for more 
important work. Here she is the 
clerk ai the bank who falls for the 
orphan lad and sticks with him 
Miss Grey has 
an easy acting grace that should car- 
ry her along. 

Edward Ellis provides a sincere 
portrayal as the old-time policeman 
who befriends the boy. Richard 
Carle, cast here as an oily villain of 
dumb demeanor, is okay. Ralph 
Morin, as a smooth prison inmate, 


|is excellent in what amounts to an 
jimportant bit role. 


Billy Burrud, 
the orphan while a boy, again chips 
in with a top performance. Aggie 
Herring and Alma Kruger head the 
support. 

Lester Cole has fashioned an in- 
teresting screen play from Glasmon’s 
vivid original, George Robinson's 
photography is A-1, and Milton Car- 
ruth’s direction measures up. 

Wear, 


PARADISE ISLE 


Monogram release of Mrs. 
production, Stara Movita, 


Reid 
Features War- 


Dorathy 






ren Hall. Directed by Arthur Greville 
Collins Adapted by Marion Orth, from 
original story by Allan Vaughan Milston; 
camera Gilbert Warrenton Iteviewed in 
Projection Room, N, Y¥., July 25, 37. Run- 
ning time, 73% mins, 

NIM cscvscesecsevdiess TTY UET Tr , Movita 
Kennedy eececcee Ceerrecossese Warren Hutt 
>) seccececebess .. George Pilita 
Hoener .eesee coecesesees William Davidson 
CUBON .ecccoe eoccccocccocess- 0Onn St. Polis 
Bteimmeyer sssssecssees Pierre Watkin 
JONNSON ...ceee soceseesss Kenneth tHaortan 
Baxter .sees eccecoseoecess Russell Simpson 





Beautifully photographed romance 
of the South Seas, with Movita the 
General 
similarity to several other Pacific 
island films and travelogs won't help. 
But word of mouth should favor this 
as one of the most satisfactory ver- 


| sions of the formula. Pic will hardly 


smash any b.o. records, but con- 


/sidering its modest production cost 


it should realize a healthy profit. 
Story of ‘Paradise Isle’ has sev- 
eral distinctive features that lift it 
out of the routine category. White 
man who loves the native girl in 
this case is a blind painter seeking 
the only doctor who can restore his 
sight. That story twist and the un- 
expected ending, in which the hero, 
once more able to see, refuses to 
follow advice and remains on the 
island with the natives, make this 
film unlike the predecessors. 
Realists among the spectators may 
speculate about the ultimate fate of 
the hero and his native wife in that 
tropical island of apparent eternal 
happiness. But the pic makes no 
pretense of being a serious study 
of the East-meets-West problem. It 
is frankly a romantic escapist yarn 
and, as such, admirably winds up 
the story precisely as the audience 
will wish. So it not only offers a 


(Continued on page 31) 
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THE RECORD-BREAKING BUSINES 
ON THE BUTTERFIELD AND OTHE 
CIRCUITS, AT ADVANCED PRICES, 
PROVES FRANK CAPRA’S MIGHTIES 
PRODUCTION, RONALD COLMAN | 
“LOST HORIZON”, THE TALK 0 
EXHIBITORS. 

MAJOR CIRCUITS AND MAJOR IND 
PENDENTS ARE RUSHING TO DATE : 
FOR GENERAL RELEASE, SEPT. 1st. 


OMONS . SoMa 7 _ 
SRSA ee : . 
RE Ae WR 
RS NY 

SEERA SSSR 


500 PRINTS RESERVED FOR CROSS-COUNTRY BREAK 


To be advertised with full-page ads in Life, 
Saturday Evening Post, Liberty, Cosmopolitan, 
Stage, Pictorial Review and Delineator, Cinema | 
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Arts and the nation’s leading newspapers. 
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(Continued from page 5) 





theatres are signing up for 20th-Fox 
pictures, the fur flies just as much as 
when some small indie with one 
house is doing his buying. 

Most theatre chains of distribs are 
also interested with partners in 
many cases and most of these part- 
ner-owners are not the type to agree 
on any kind of a deal the home 
offices might close their eyes to, in 
behalf of the distributing department 
that’s in the same family. Thus, a 
major company’s own theatres may 
fight it when it comes to terms 
those theatres will have to pay. Or 
squawk just as loud when deliveries 
aren't made. 

Why They Pick on Par 

The pictures Par will not deliver 
under this season’s ('36-37) promises 
are not restricted to the six the boy- 
cotting exhibs are complaining 
about. The six are singled out be- 
cause they include pictures an exhib 
probably wouldn’t want to cancel out 
under his 10% privilege such as 
‘High, Wide and Handsome’ 
‘Souls at Sea’ that are being car- 


ried over to 1937-38 release because | 


of roadshowing this summer. 

Par promised a maximum of 65 
features (no minimum), plus six 
Hopalong Cassidys. The company 
will deliver 54 of the 65 top fea- 
tures, plus all of the westerns prom- 
ised. This would leave a deficit of 
11 pictures unless a_ reissue of 
‘Scrooge’ (not ogginally promised at 
convention time last summer) is 
counted in. 

Metro promised a maximum of 52 
features and a minimum of 44, 
cluding a 


and ‘Great Ziegfeld,’ latter having 
been roadshown the prior season. 


It is not certain what the company 
will eventually deliver, but through 
the first week of August it will have 
released 40 features, plus the one 
foreign promised and ‘Ziegfeld,’ as 
well as four reissues and nine pic- 
tures which were carried over from 
the prior year. 
was promised, this company may 
fall short 10 or 12 pictures under the 
maximum of 52 set, reissues and car- 
ryovers not being counted. 


REO and UA 


RKO and United Artists may also 


fall further behind on deliveries 
than some companies, according to 
present indications. RKO scheduled 
a total of 54 features, including six 
westerns. Through to Aug. 1, it 
will have delivered only 39 features, 
thus being 15 behind as of that date. 
UA sells on a basis of what its pro- 
ducers plan making, which this year 
was seven from Sam Goldwyn; one 
Pickford-Lasky; six David Selznick; 
six Alexander Korda; seven Walter 
Wanger; one from Reliance; one 
Elisabeth Bergner foreign-made, and 
two from Criterion Films. Delivery 
on the season includes promises 
made on Pickford-Lasky, Reliance, 
Bergner and Criterion, but failure 
on others of the 31 announced may 
show a final deficit of around 10 
features. 

Goldwyn, Selznick and Wanger 
are behind on announced produc- 
tions to this probable total among 
them, while with Korda a @ifferent 
Situation exists. Though six were 
promised from Korda, he has deliv- 
ered seven. However, of these four 
are films that were announced while 
three sent on release are Korda pro- 
ductions that weren’t announced last 
summer. Other pictures which UA 
handled but did not announce on 
their program of 31 were a Max 
Schach production, ‘Love From a 
Stranger,’ Disney’s Academy Award 
Review and two reissues. 

GN’s 50% Failure 

Another distrib that’s away behind 
is Grand National, the 1936-37 sea- 
50n now coming to an end being its 
first year in business. GN announced 
a total of 52 pictures but may fail 
to deliver between 25 and 30 of this 
number. Lineup included 44 regular 
features and eight westerns. All of 
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2nd Year—Shea’s 
Buffalo 








se \rno's delectable 
and = its impressive. 
Audiences interrupting incessant- 


ly for encores.’—Buffalo News. 


overture is 
conclusion 








and | 


in- | 
maximum of one foreign) 


On the basis of what | 


the westerns will be released as 
promised. 

Figures would show that 20th-Fox, 
Warner Bros., Universal and, strange- 
ly enough, Republic are keeping 
best faith with exhibitors, per orig- 
inal schedules. 

Twentieth-Fox scheduled a maxi- 
mum of 56 and a minimum of 45 
features (including four foreign- 


four Will Rogers’ reissues and ‘As 
You Like It.’. This would create a 
maximum total of 67 pictures. 
Through to the middle of August, 
20th will have delivered 65 of these, 
which would have it failing on just 
two. This deficit appears to be two 
of the four foreign-mades originally 
promised, only two having been de- 
livered. 
minimum of 56 pictures, in deliver- 
ing 65 on the season the company 
actually goes over its minimum 
promises. 

Warner-First National announced 





37) and has advised accounts it will 
| deliver the total. However, releases 


|through to Aug. 1 would indicate 
|} eight features are yet to come. This 
|season WB had three carry-overs 


from the prior season, plus one re- 
issue, ‘One Way Passage.’ The 
worst that Warners can do is come 
within striking distance of fulfilling 
its promises on such a high total as 
60. Of the eight to be delivered 
from Aug. 1 on, if to be delivered, 
two are westerns. 
Republie’s OK Sked 

Republic’s record is enviable, in- 
dications being that while this pro- 
ducer-distributor of lesser impor- 
tance scheduled a program of 52, it 
| will fall short on only three pic- 
tures. These will be three of the 
four color productions announced. 
However, while Repub promised 
only 16 westerns, it is delivering 32 
instead, having added two series of 
eight each not originally announced. 





Buck Jones westerns. The horse 
operas are already delivered. whiie 
‘of the 36 regular features. company 
looks to wind up getting 33 of these 


the year. 

GB set a maximum of 24 and a 
minimum of 18 for the season that’s 
near to closing. 
liver 19 features, or five under the 
maximum the company set. GB had 
two carry-overs from the previous 
season. 

Columbia’s lineup was 66 features. 
Its deliveries are likely to run some- 
where between 50 and 55, leaving a 
failure on 10 or 15. Col. is not in- 
dicating to accounts what it will do 


mum as well as maximum number of 
pictures, delivery may reach the 
minimum, 


this season but is carrying this one 
over until the coming 1937-38 sea- 
son, under plans. 
this is being contested in some cases. 








Finney Upped, Barbanell 


Another promotion from Jules 
| Levy’s office in RKO places James 
LE. Finney into an executive post in 
| the contract department at the home 
| office as a specialist on circuit deals. 
|He has been succeeded in Levy's 
| private sanctum by Philip F. Bar- 
banell, who was assistant to the 





to that was an 


| the Motion Picture Laboratories code 


j}under NRA. 





mades), in addition to six westerns, | 


| have recently added various forms 


’ 


} 


However, since 20th set a/| battle against imroads of lotteries, 





! 
| 


a total of 60 features this year (36- | 


Det. Would Ban Games 


Detroit, July 27. 
City Council tonight (27) will ac- 
cord first and second reading to an 
ordinance proposed by Councilman 
John A. Kronk, banning theatres 
from engaging in, directly or in- 
directly, lotteries, bank nights, | 

screeno, games of chance or skill. 
Theatre lotteries have been basis 
of several suits and considerable agi- 
tation here the past two years, and | 
even a state supreme court ruling 
declaring the games a lottery has 
failed to halt the stuff. Many nabes 
plagued by automotive strikes, etc., 


of come-on, some secretly, the only 
advertising being word-of-mouth. 
Downtown spots and United De- 
troit circuits, which has chain of big 
nabes, have waging unsuccessful 





and proposed ordinance is figured | 
as a saviour.. | 


OUTDOOR OPPOSISH 
KAYOES PIX HOUSES 


} 
St. Louis, July 27. | 

With city and merchants of Alton, 
Ill., near here, contributing $20,000 | 








| for free outdoor entertainment dur- | 


| 


| lie square where Lincoln and Doug- 


U promised 36 features and six | 


| ing town’s three-day centennial cele- 


bration last week, four film houses 
in town took an awful licking at 
b.o. Outdoor attractions included | 
vaude acts, recruited from here, a | 
full card of pro boxing, fireworks 
on river front, motor boat racing, 
airplane flights, a historical float 
parade, etc. 

Robert Wadlow, whose 8 feet 7% 
inches stature makes him tallest 
human in history of medical science, 
served at exhibition booth. An ex- 
tra added attraction was Gov. Henry | 
Horner, who made a speech in pub- | 


las debated national issues. 

Carnys moved into town en masse 
in anticipation of large crowds from 
all sections of state as well as from 
St. Louis and nearby Missouri towns 
and reaped a harvest. It is esti- 
mated that 100,000 persons visited | 


| Alton during celebration and 35,000 | 


out, or a deficit of just three films on | 


It will probably de- | 


but where contracts specified a mini- | 


} 
| 


The company included | 
‘Lost Horizon’ in its contracts for) 


The right to do| 


Now Aide to Jules Levy 


are also to be held in 
manager of Columbia over Central | 


American-Caribbean sales and prior | 
assistant counsel on 


| Before Finney had come into the 


‘same post with Levy, Mike Poler 
had had the job but was promoted 
to the playdate department. 


N.S.S. Takes on Metro 


National Screen Service ‘and Na- 
tional Screen Accessories, which will 


| to be made by Mentone in the for- 


| hold a convention in New York Aug. 
| 24, has just closed a deal for the 
| Accessories subsidiary with Metro. 


It is for three years and calls for the 
| handling of special accessories 
}through National on all Metro pic- 
| tures. 

Up to now National has been mak- 
ing and merchandising accessories 
for Paramount, United Artists, War- 
ner Bros., RKO and Columbia. 


Belden’s Next ‘Chan’ 

\ Hollywood, July 27. 

| Script of the next Charlie Chan 
| feature at 20th-Fox will be written 
| by Charles Belden. 
| Belden = scrivened 
‘on Broadway.’ 


‘Charlie Chan 


| Judes 


saw historical parade in which 40 
floats, depicting progress of town, 
participated. 





Columbus, July 27. 
Another one-night headache in 
prospect for theatres here Tuesday 
(27) 


attractions vying for attention. | 
American Association All-Star game | 
at Red Bird Stadium expected to tax 


17,000 capacity, plus Rudy Vallee at |: 
Valley Dale and Duke Ellington | : 


band at Arabian Gardens to further | 
cut in on theatre b.o. 

Two houses well fortified, however | 
—Loew’s Ohio packing them with | 
‘Saratoga’ and RKO Palace safe with | 
Dick Powell’s ‘Singing Marine.’ 
Three other downtown theatres 
n.s.g. and may be hard hit. 


Denver’s Conv. Month 


Denver, July 27. 

The Roeky Mountain Screen Club 
is planning its annual picnic and | 
golf tournament to be held next | 
month in Denver. Present plans call | 
tor tying in with the annual conven- | 
tion of the Theatre Owners and 
Managers of the Rocky Mountain | 
Region, and the regional Fox West, 
Coast manager convention, which | 
Denver in | 
August. 














Montgomery, Savoy | 
Teamed for Shorts | 


Marshall Montgomery and Harry | 
Savoy will team in a series of shorts | 
mer Biograph studio. Comedy inter- | 
will be worked up between 
Savoy and the ventriloquist’s dummy. 

Montgomery’s last camera appear- 
ance was in ‘Variety Hotel.’ an inde- 
pendent made several years ago with 
Hal Skelly. 


R. I."S DRIVE-IN DOING 0K 
Providence, July 27. 
Rhode Island's first open-air thea- 
tre is off to a good start. Known as 
the Drive-in-Theatre, the project is 
located on the site of the once fam- 
ous cycledrome on Providence-Paw- 
tucket line. 
E. M. Loew is sponsoring the 
Drive-In, which screens second-run 
pictures only. 


| 
| 


HOUSER’S ‘CONDEMNED’ 
Hollywood, July 27. 
Lionel Houser is scripting ‘Con- 
demned Women’ at RKO. 
Robert Sisk will produce 


| with 


with three big non-theatrical | , 


Chicago s New 3%, of the Gross 


License Tax Proposal Culminates 
Series of Anti-Theatre Moves 








Chicago, July 27. 
leaders held a war 
meeting last week to make 
decision as to procedure 


Exhibitor 
council 
some 


against the proposed city ordinance |, 


which would change the theatre 
license fee in Chicago from a fiat 
sum to a percentage of the gross. 

Proposed ordinance would fix the 
license fee for motion picture the- 
atres at a straight 3% of the gross 
income. It is estimated that this 
would return a tax revenue to the 
city of from $800,000 to $1,000,000 
annually. 

This $900,000 average under the 
percentage setup is contrasted with 


the present tax revenue for the city | 


of $811,000 per year on a flat license 
fee. The present tax is rated ac- 
cording to seating capacity end 
ranges from a low of $200 in the 


smallest theatre to slightly over 
$1,200 annually for the biggest 
houses. 


Whether this proposed boost of the 
theatre taxes of approximately 800% 
is directed against any particular in- 
stitution or circuit in Chicago is a 
subject of considerable discussion 
along film row here, but no matter 
who it’s directed at, the entire exhib 
body is up in arms against the pro- 
posal, since it will hit every theatre 
in town. 

It marks the most drastic action 
against theatres in Chicago that cul- 
minates a year of several actions 


_ taken against theatres by Chicago 


authorities. Starting im the fall, 
the ruling by the Board of 
Health forbidding all lobby holdouts 
and prohibiting patrons even from 
sitting in the lobby, other rulings 
wiped out smoking in every theatre 
auditorium in town, prohibited the 
use of hanging signs from all the- 


|atre marquees on State street, in- 


sisted on a continuous cooling plant 
temperature of 72 deg. in the win- 
ter and 70 deg. in the summertime, 
put through the most stringent con- 
ception of fire rules in regard to 
hangimg drapes, imposed the closest 





\killed off bank 


adherence to all 
In addition, the 


censorship rules, 
local authorities 
night, sereeno and 
other giveaway coin stunts. 

But of all the rulings this final 
blow of percentage taxation repre- 
sents in the exhibitor minds the last 


straw of administrative § activity 
against theatres. Exhibitors are 
hanging om the ropes and looking 


around for some way to calm the 
hurricane of administrative activity 
against the theatres. But the powers 
that be simply shrug their shoulders 
and look blank, evidently not even 
realizmg what the exhibs are talking 
about. 


MANAGER HELD UP 
BUT GUNMEN NABBED 


Cleveland, July 27. 

Three gunmen tackled Joseph 
Dewtsch, manager of nabe Sun thea- 
tre, im fromt of noonm downtown 
crowds and after slugging him tried 
to escape in his auto with $400 in 
cash and a wrist watch. 

House manager managed to yell 
before going unconscious. Radio 
squad heard of it, sighted stolen car 
10 minutes later and started a 70- 
mike-per-houwr chase. Robbers crashed 
into another auto and were in the 
hoosegow 55 minutes after muscling 
Deutsch. 


WINNIPEG’S ‘CINEMA CENTRE’ 
Winnipeg, July 27. 

Winnipeg's new film = exchange, 
now umder construction by the Hud- 
son's Bay Co., on whose ground it is 
located, received two jolts this week, 
First came when it was decided to 
make further additions at an added 
cost of $60,000, making a total cost 
of building now $100,000. Second 
jolt was the new name. Will be 
known as ‘Cinema Centre.’ 

Reported boys are hunting 
their monocles already. 
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WINKIE” mae won * IN PERSON! 
R 0 X Y with Shirley Temple||| trance’ | Mal Hallett 
- “ — re and Band 
ALL 25°, ze oo RUGGLES "Vader 
=. and others “Eyclusive”’ LEROY 
POE REY twa 
“THEY WON'T FORGET” win OF; od @ MOD Os, 
laude Rains - ( 
Eee 2ND WEEK! 


25 pn, 


AbR CONDITIONED — B' way and 47th Street | 
Doors open 9:30 A.M.— MIDNIGHT suow | 





A Ketern Engagement by Special 
Demand 


GARY COOPER in “THE 
Lives of a Bengal Lancer” 


Air Conditioned 
B’way at 


C nITERION 45th St. 


Midnight Shows—25c te 1 P.M. 








HUTCHINSON’S ‘WIFE’ 
Hollywood, July 27. 


Josephine Hutchinson’s first pic- | 
| ture 


under 


her new contract at | 
Metro will be ‘This Is My Wife,’ in | NEW YORK” 
which she has been set for the a 


femme lead. 
Errol Taggart directs. 


















Clark Gable @ Jean Harlow 


In Her Last Picture 


“SARATOGA” 
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| Spectacular Stage Productions 





TODAY ONLY 


‘MARRIED BEFORE 
BREAKFAST’ 
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Sturting Tharsday 
‘The Emperor's 
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SECURITY! 


While theatres are gleefully riding the heat waves with 
M-G-M's Summer Releases: 


(To mention just a few): **Day at the Races”. ¢ : Marx Bros. « ‘Parnell’: .. Clark Gable, Myrna Loy 
“Captains Courageous”’. . . F. Bartholomew, Spencer Tracy, L. Barrymore + Emperor’ s Candlesticks”’. 

William Powell, Luise Rainer + ‘‘Between Two Women’”’.’. . Franchot Tone, Virginia Bruce, Maureen O’ Sullivan 
‘Topper’. . . Constance Bennett, Cary Grant, Roland aa Billie Burke + -‘‘Saratoga’.. . . Clark Gable, Jean 
Harlow + “Good Earth”... Paul Muni, Luise Rainer « “Broadway Melody of 1938”, « » Robert Taylor, 


Eleanor Powell and 15 more stars! Etc., etc. 


it is a pleasure to report that the number of 1937-38 New 
Season Contracts for M-G-M Features and Shorts, signed and 
delivered, has set a new all-time high for mid-summer, and 
is heading for the greatest final total in film history! 


— 
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Film Reviews 








PARADISE ISLE 


(Continued from page 27) 


el 


touching tale amid scenes of striking 
ag armag the film is calculated to 
send the customers out of the thea- 
tre in a sentimental frame 
of mind. that should be a natu- 
ral for word-of-mouth and steady 
growth at the , 

Although Isle’ bows to 
all the romantic yearnings of the 
audience, it is decently restrained 
in its emotion and dramatic state- 
ment. Even the customary villain- 
ous white trader is kept within 
bounds and is always an understand- 
able and convineing character. So 
is the simple native, who is mutely 
helpless against the white painter's 
appeal for the native girl's heart. 

Movita. who first came to film at- 
tention in “Mutiny on the Bounty,’ 
is again the center of attention 
whenever she’s in camera range. 
Her performance is quietly eloquent 
and she provides a sufficiently com- 
pelling personality to make the 
story’s conelusion credible. Warren 
Hull is persuasive as the blind white 
man, illiam Davidson plays his 
usual villain characterization, and 
Kenneth Harlan is seen briefly as a 
ship’s mate. 

Photography fall made in Samoa) 
is efiective without drawing too 
much attention from the plot, while 
the sound frequently enhances the 


story. The minor production and 
script flaws are unimportant in the 
ence. Hobe. 


picture’s general ex 


ARMORED CAR 


Universal release of E. . Ppro- 
duction. Nena Robert eng Judith 
Barrett, Cesar omereo, — Pichel, 
David Oliver. Directed by Lewis Foster. 
Adapted by and Robert N. Lee, 
frow an original story by William Pierce; 
camera, Stanley Cortez. At Globe. N. Y., 





week July 24 "37, dual bi Running 
time, 64 mins. 
Larry Wills.....scsseeeee.-Robdert Wilcox 
Blla......+. evecseserver eevee Judith Barrett 
Walinsky eeesves ecoveccececescdeVing Pichel 
Petack......0+ eevsevcceveess COSar Romero 
Blind Date....sececccseeses.tnee Courtney 
FIG. ow ccccvescccese eesecess 20m Kennedy 
seeesecers David Oliver 
eeess William Lundigan 
Pop L@Ban....cscscess «+-Harry Davenport 
Sheridan. .....++ CRC CCH ER He ee eee Joe King 
Male. ......06 eveccececesss Richard Tucker 
Organist. ...... Peete eeseeereree Rollo Licyd 
Preaehy ...sscccsescccccesscsess John Kelly 
TA. SBhores......sseeee+-.-Stanley Blystone 
WE. iss ccccens wevevevevecsesses Paul Fix 


Undistinguished cops-and-robbers 
meller glorifying the stalwarts of 
the armored cars. No marquee 
names and w-of-m will be negli- 
gible. Routine Bey fodder and 
okay for below duals. 

Yarn deals with the undercover 
dick who gets a job as an armored 
car guard, knowing he'll be fired. 
He pretends to seek revenge, is 
taken into a bandit gang and brings 
about their capture. Has the usual 
crackle of gunfire and improbability. 
Fairly exciting at moments. 

Cast is only so-so. Robert Wilcox 
plays without noticeable inspiration 
as the hero. Judith Barrett brings 
no personal lustre to the part of the 
girl, but her acting is direct and 
persuasive. Irving Pichel is nearly 
hidden behind the heavy black wig 
and thick spectacles of the gang 
chief who soothes his nerves with or- 
gan music. Cesar Romero is his 
usual self as a mobster with an itch- 
i i . Others supply oc- 
mild comedy. 

Direction, camera and editing are 





adequate, Hobe. 
Columbia production and release. Fea- 
tures Bob Allen. Directed by Spencer 
Gordon Bennet, Story and screenplay by 
Nate Gatzert; film editor, Dwight Cald- 
well; camera, James 8S. Brown, Jr. At 
Arena, N. Y., July 23-24, '37, on double 
bill. Running time, 59 mins. 
WMDs avs 5 OG 1400600008 eecase o4 Beb Allen 
MMOO 25 46dcnee sdb tdboeesce Martha Tibbetis 
a a ee Scoeestece eseeees Walter Miller 
GRY 66 Se cde cccvreeseseoete Robert Henry 
EEG 0066 4.0:0610.6-045666060002 Bud Osborne 
MERN s+ Gidiehsvensseelesasees Bob Kortman 
DORE ccccwesecesvcseséarecss Harry Strang 
MOROUEs «6046>s4b008 Ckabasorse Tes Bill Gould 
a TILER ELT Horace Murphy 
This opus of the open plains 


differs from most cowboy epics in 
that some of the acting tops story 
and action. It is dotted with sev- 
eral other twists that won’t mean a 
thing at the till. And Bob Allen’s 
name won't aid the box office. While 
Allen may be a comer, he’s a 
stranger with the western fans. 

Story of ‘Ranger Courage’ achieves 
a new high in weird meller con- 
glomerations. The slight bit of 
reality found is largely due to sev- 
eral craftsmanlike thespian jobs. 

Nate Gatzert is to blame because 
he is tagged as story and screenplay 
author. He’s taken a long wagon 
train through the expanses of Texas, 
surrounded them with Tex rangers 
for protection against injuns and 
renegades, and then has picked up 
stray ideas as the plot unfolds. Some 
of these mental gems include the 
appearance of outlaws in Indian out- 
fits, plan to dynamite the wagon 
train and grab a strangely large 
money box belonging to early set- 
tlers. 

It’s not particularly clear why the 
wagon trains should be going 
through Texas, nor how the settlers 
had so much cash in a money chest 
that figures prominently in plot. De- 





velopments are cluttered with many 
hokey western tricks, such as the 
lone ranger outwitting 10 outlaws 
single handed, the trick horse un- 
tying the prisoner hero and the 
daredevil Texan halting a runaway 
wagon. 

On the credit side, there’s a good 
bare knuckle fight outdoors, without 
the usual broken chairs and tables, 
and Bob Allen’s performance. 
Though he appears too trim for the 
average cowboy or ranger type, 
Allen delivers lines like an actor, 
something almost unheard of for 
many western players. 

Martha Tibbetts is a 
wagon train settler who goes for 
ranger Allen. Has a tendency to 
mumble some passages. Bob Kort- 
man again is a realistic outlaw pal 
of the renegade chief, role done by 
Walter Miller. Small kid character, 
done by diminutive Robert Henry, 
is good for laughs. Camera work 
and dialogue is fair. Wear. 


comely 


BOOTS OF DESTINY 


Grand National release ef M. H. Hoffman 
production, Sturs Ken Maynard, features 
Claudia Dell, Vince Barnett, Ed Cassidy. 
Directed by Arthur Resson from his 
screenplay: story, Kk. Morten Hough; 


camera, Tom Galligan: editer, Dan Milmre. 


At Varsity, Lincoln, dual. Running time, 
ov mins. 

MR thoes seeeeenn<s ..-Ken Maynard 
ROG bs ass cb acdsee uns ; .»-.-Claudia Dell 
ACey DOUCY..ccsccccesvecseace Vinee Barnett 
PO Cab wtucsve'0 ects bane Ed Cassidy 
BBG 6 oc cc cases i cistisiosrsces eee Gee 
SRE ees Ne George Morrell 


First of the new. Ken Maynard 
western series which he made be- 
tween circus seasons for Grand 
National is dead entertainment. Plot 
stumbles weakly around, and the 
quality of performance indicates the 
rehearsal was shot. 


Maynard series will figure at the 
b.o. this season in the towns large 
enough to support the Cole Bros. 
tour which is billing Maynard sec- 
cond only to Beatty. But, whether 
or not the youngsters will want to 
stay with him after this one, is a 
problem. : 

Maynard teams with comedian 
Vince Barnett in a trouble-shooting 
twosome, forced by unfriendly law 
enforcement officials to scram their 
present country. Arrive in a new 
location in time to come to the aid 
of a friendless girl, who owns a ranch 
and is being taken by her foreman. 

Claudia Dell is the ranch owner 
and plays as easy as possible in this 
uneasy picture. Real sufferer is 
Vince Barnett, who has a rep for 
being funny, but has lines meaty as 
a bonepile, Ed Cassidy is the fore- 
man who could keep a corkscrew 
company. Tarzan, the hoss, does 
some of the tricks Maynard was 
teaching him when playing vaude 
dates a year ago. It’s a repeat for 
those spots playing the duo in per- 
son. 

As western go, this is class C. 

Barn, 


Rhythm in the Clouds 
(WITH SONGS) 
Republic production and release. Stars 


Patricia Ellis, Warren Heth Directed by 
John H. Auer. Screenplay, Olive Cooper; 


story, George Mence and Ray Bond; cam- 
era ze Murray Seldeen; editor, Edward 
Mann. Songs by Lou Handman, Walter 
Hirach, Harry Owens, Ray Kinney. At 
Orpheum, Lincoin, dual, Runing time, 
64 mins, 

PEs con swaketarinsseeeerin Patricia Ellis 
OE Oa ee sere Warren Hull 
CIVGAO “isi cacccccecevsscocces William Newell 
Be PE ee Richard Carle 
i, PPPS TET TEETER CTT Zeffie Tilbury 
LAME i cecdcaceccescesess Charles Judels 
EOD « 4 cx ctseebeoud 5b 606206 0uks David Carlyle 
Amy .....do0ycee Compton 
TGF accevccceseesecces Suzanne Kaaren 


Both Warren Hull and Patricia 
Ellis, who have been doing just fair 
pictures at Warners, came over to 
the Republic lot for ‘Rhythm in the 
Clouds,’ which to the latter is one of 
their better efforts. Film, for rank 
and file consumption, which is about 
all it'll command, won’t be any draw. 
Built to conform with the national 
dual-disease, it'll stay in caste. 

Labeled a musical, it has three 
songs, ‘Don’t Ever Change,’ ‘Hawai- 
ian Hospitality’ and ‘Two Hearts Are 
Dancing.’ Latter gets the most fre- 
quent call, but any of them are 
pleasers. Note and lyric work is 
by Lou Handman, Walter Hirsch, 
Harry Owens, and Ray Kinney, 

With a radio background the story 
concerns a girl developing room rent 
overdue and an empty stomach while 
trying to peddle some songs she has 
written. Fakes a letter which gets 
her an in, in a wealthy songwriter’s 
apartment while he’s out of town. 
Trading on him, she gains attention, 
all of which is forgiven at the 
windup. 

Warren Hull is a lyric writer, and 
Patricia. the down -at- the - mouth 
tunesmith. The big penman is David 
Carlyle, who is battling with Hull 
over Suzanne Kaaren, a battle which 
is forgotten when Patricia comes on 
the scene. It’s clearly Miss Ellis’ 
picture, but Richard Carle, William 
Newell, and Zeffie Tilbury count in 
moments assigned them. 

Sets are neatly done, and the di- 
alog is snappy. It will fairly en- 
tertain those who see it. Barn. 


SOUND PATENTS SUIT 
MAY GO TO U.S. SUP. C’T 


A battle over sound patent rights 
between Western Electric, ERPI and 
the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., and General Talking Pic- 
tures is likely to be carried to the 
U. S. Supreme Court, it was indi- 
cated by attorneys, following a de- 
cision handed down Monday (26) by 
the Circuit Court of Appeals, N. Y. 
The latter court confirmed a recent 
ruling of the district court which 
awarded control of six of seven 
vacuum tube amplifying patents to 
the plaintiffs, Western Electric, ERPI 
and A. T. & T. Both sides appealed 
from the decision. 

General Talking Pictures contended 
it had used the patents continually 
and had paid royalty for their use. 
Plaintiffs claim these royalties were 
returned but that General had con- 
tinued to use the equipment without 
plaintiffs’ okay. Lowenstein, Mathes 
and Arnold patents were involved in 
the suit. 








British Rescue 











(Continued from page 21) 

posed, why was Doyle ditched for 
attempting such a move? Why were 
Doyle’s plans for refinance thrown 





overboard? And why the sudden 
alleged turnabout by Hoyts? 
No denying that Hoyts, under 


Charles Munro, has progressed re- 
markably in recent times. No deny- 
ing, either, that it holds the key 
position on pic supplies, with 20th- 
Fox the ace card, since 20th holds 
controlling interest in Hoyts. 

Gaumont-British and British Do- 
minions, together with other British 
product, get release through Fox 
here, under the title of Gaumont 
British Dominions Film Distribs. 
Ltd. Stanley Crick, 20th-Fox local 
boss, is chairman of directors of this 
unit, which, it is interesting to note, 
was formed at the time Stuart Doyle 
was in Lendon gathering in the C. 
M. Woolf product fer release 
through British Empire Films. 

These Britishers would have little 
difficulty im finding an _ outlet 
through a G.T. combine, but units 
like Associated Talking Picts. Brit- 
ish International, and C. M. Woolf's 
various units would find the going 
hard. .Maxwell, of B.LP., and Weoslf, 
of G.F.D., are not men to take any 
shutout lightly. 

If solo operation is really planned 
by Rydge and G.U.T., then the Brit- 
ish should have no difficulty because 
the company wili need all the pix it 
can secure to keep up with the op- 
position. RKO, Warners, and U have 
swung to Hoyts because of their 
huge holdings im the nabes, together 
with aces in the city spots. So that 
G.U.T. will be forced te pay a 
pretty stiff price for ace product. 





CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Juty 27. 

Gwen Wakeling’s pact as 20th-Fox 
style creator and designer has been 
optioned. 

Metro negotiated a playing termer 
with Jeannie Lewis, of the N. Y. 
Group Theatre. 

Winifred Harris signed on for two 
films at Metro. 

Harvey Gates signatured a Univer- 
sal writing agreement. 

Diana Forrest goes to Paramount 
under a term playing pact. 

Robert Usher drew a termer in 
Paramount's art department. 


Karl Karpe stepped into Metro 
with contract as animator, cartoonist 
and cartoon director. 

Metro handed Everett Freeman a 
new scrivening termer. 

Henry Losee is tied to 20th-Fox 
under a dance directing pact. 

Warners hoisted Irving Rapper's 
dialog directing option. 

Robert Harms ticketed to a writ- 
ing contract at Republic. 

Selznick International lifted Val 
Lewton’s ticket as story editor for 
another year. 

Howard Benedict handed a two- 
year additional pact as RKO public- 
ity head. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, July 27. 


B. P. Schulberg’s ‘Bonanza,’ which 
was changed to ‘Park Avenue Fol- 
lies,’ now is ‘Blossoms on Broad- 
way.’ 

Warners switched ‘Inside Story’ to 
‘Love on the Air’ and ‘Block That 
Kick’ to ‘Over the Goal.’ 

‘Life of a Lancer Spy.’ 20th-Fox, 
reverts to its original tag, ‘Lancer 
Spy.’ : 

Metro has switched ‘The Ugly 
Duckling’ to ‘Swing Fever.’ 

Metro has transmogrified title of 
Garbo's ‘Madame Waiewska’ to ‘Con- 
quest,’ 














Still They Come 


Hollywood, July 27. 

Teachers coming here from 
distant points have enrolled in 
record numbers for the summer 
course in cinematography at 
the University of Southern Cal- 
ifornia. 

Adult roster for the course is 
the heaviest ever registered. 


Nudist Film Exhibitor 
Pinched in Atlantic City 


Atianiie City, July 27. 

Charged with possession and use 
of obscene films, Robert Horter, 40, 
216 W. 38th street, New York, was 
held under $1,000 bail for the grand 
jury by Police Recorder Taggart 
Saturday (24). 

Horter was arrested when he 
tempted to show moving 
of nudist activities in 











at- 


ee 
an open alr | 


theatre on the Boardwalk near Mayor | 


White’s Marlborough-Blenheim ho- | 
tel. Detectives Pike and Grobes | 
seized the films after they were 
granted a private showing. Both ad- 
mitted that Horter sold no tickets | 
nor were there any patrons in the | 
place. 

The detectives said that the films 
pictured life in a nudist camp and 
also showed scenes in Bali and among 
the African aborigines. The sleuths 
also testified that Horter had no} 
permit for the theatre. | 

The exhibitor on the other hand | 
said the films were decent and de- | 
signed to show health benefits from | 
nudism. He testified that they were 
no more indecent than “Back to Na- 
ture’ and ‘Ecstacy’ which were ex- 
hibited on the Boardwalk last sum- 
mer. The films were taken in an 
Oregon nudist camp, he added. | 





Harold Sugarman Plans 
Series for Geo. Hirliman 


Hollywood, July 27. 

Harold Sugarman has signed up 
with George Hirliman te produce a 
series of pictures in line with a new | 
organization being formed by Hirli- 
man. 

Former Condor production head | 
has rented space at Hollywood | 
Studios and expects te issue an- 
nouncement of plans for new prod- | 
uct soon. 


Biumenthal V.P. of GN 


A. Pam Blumenthal, whose con- | 
tract with Grand National was ap- 
proved a week ago, becomes a vice 
president of the company Aug. 1 as 
well as a member of the board which 
now consists of E. L. Alperson, Ed- 
ward J. Peskay, T. F. Murphy and 
K. W. Todd. Blumenthal succeeds 
Donald Stralem on the directorate. 

At a meeting of the board of GN 
during the past week, all officers 
were re-elected, headed by Alperson 
as president and Peskay as v.p. over 
distribution. 


M-G ‘Grase’ Scrivened 


Hellywood, July 27. 











pictures | die 


PIX WELCOMES 


~ ADJOURNMENT 
~ OF CONGRESS 


Rush for adjournment of congress, 
| which got under way cast week, is 
regarded as a favorable omen in the 
| picture industry. Many important 
| film executives see in it at least a 
| temporary sidetracking of all meas- 
| ures vitally affecting the business. 
Rush to get out of Washington 
| now is being counted on to permit 
| the all-sweeping Dies resolution to 
in the committee. This will 
bring sighs of relief because high 
officials felt that there was a possi- 
bility that a well-budgeted com- 
mittee, evolving from this resolu- 





| tion, might throw open exhibitors, 


| distributors and producers to its in- 
spection. 

Permanent national wage and 
hour laws, which now appear 


| doomed for shelving, would not af- 


fect the industry greatly. 
ducing companies have dealt with 
organized labor for years and on 
satisfactory terms. Exchange union- 
ization now is an accepted fact in 
most communities, and only the ef- 
fort to form unions of white collar 
workers remains. 


Big pro- 





| Goldwyn-Par | 





(Continued from page 3) 


| the stipulation for withdrawal of the 


suit over Cooper. 

Understood that the stipulation 
will be prepared in such a way, hold- 
ing neither side te blame for charges 
made in the complaint and answer 
of Goldwyn Films, and Sam Gold- 
wyn as defendants, and that a 
part of it will read that during the 
next year Goldwyn will loan Cooper 
to Paramount for one picture, in re- 
ciprecation for which Director 


| Henry Hathaway will be farmed to 


Goldwyn for one picture yearly over 
a three-year period, 

After the suit is withdrawn it is 
likely Goldwyn will head for New 
York to await the return of Rose 
from Europe, and that if no coin is 
in sight from that end Goldwyn will 
get together with Paramount to sup- 
ply the coin. If any deal is made, 
Goldwyn will get a block of Para- 
mount stock for his UA holdings, 
besides a percentage of the produc- 
tion profits, with Korda also getting 
stocks for his interests, besides being 
appointed European production chief. 
This could tie in with Par’s inten- 
tion to go in for extensive London 
production, now that Metro is in the 
field. Adolph Zukor is sailing for 
that purpose next month, 

In this move Walter Wanger would 
return into the Paramount fold, as 





Scripting job on “The Sea of 
Grass,’ Conrad Richter’s Satevepost | 
serial, has been assigned at Metro to 
Talbot Jennings and Harvey Fer- | 
gusen. 

Louis D. Lighton will produce, 


CARTOON GAGSTERS 


Metro is scouring New York for 
gag men to ship west to work in the 
newly created cartoon department, | 
under Fred Quimby, MG shorts’ | 
chief. 

Being contacted and interviewed 
in the east by Herb Morgan, shorts’ | 
p.a., are radio and magazine humor- 
ists. Those selected will work on | 
the 13 animated sketches Metro will | 
release next year in a series built 
on the ‘Captain and the Kids’ char- 
acters, one of the oldest of the news- 
paper comic stripes. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, July 27. 
Original story, ‘Passport Husband,’ 
by Hilda Stone, wife of producer 
John Stone, acquired by Sol M. 
Wurtzel *:nit at 20th-Fox. 
Screen rights to Helen Grace Car- 
lisle’s Cosmopolitan mag novel, 





‘Merry, Merry Maiden,’ bought by | 


Selznick International. 

Musical comedy, ‘Swing It, Susan,’ 
purchased by 20th-Fox. Laurence 
Schwab and Philip Wylie authored. 

Forrest Brown has sold his origi- 
nal, ‘The Boss of Lonely Valley,’ to 
Universal for Buck Jones. 

‘Rollin’ Plains,’ original by Jacques 
and Ciela Jaccard, to Grand Natiena! 
for Tex Ritter. 

Frances Noyes Hart and Charles 
Grayson sold ‘She Shall Have Music’ 
0 Hampton starrer at Univer- 
sal. 

‘West of Broadway,’ by Monroe 
Shaft and Joe Hofiman, soid to Co- 
lumbia. 


that company would abserb fhe four- 
year production contract he holds 
with UA. David O. Selznick would 
not be in the setup, as his UA com- 
mitment expires when he completes 
his present crep of pix. 





|MG Filmizes Boys Town, 


Omaha’s Catholic Burg 


Hollywood, July 27. 

Metro will produce a picture based 
on Boys Town, an institution near 
Omaha, Neb., organized by the Rev. 
Father Edward J. Flanagan. Spencer 
Tracy will be starred and Mickey 
Rooney also has a top spot. 

Script will be done by Eleanor 
Griffin, who went to Omaha to as- 
| semble material. 





. Shift Moppets 


Hollywood, Jaily 27. 

Douglas Scott has been teamed 
with Mickey Rooney to appear in 
Metro’s “Thoroughbreds Don't Cry,’ 
| part originally intended for Freddie 
| Bartholomew, who will be held for 
| another picture. 
J. Walter Ruben will direct from 
| his original story, with Harry Rapf 
producing. 





BAZETT SUES COL. 


Hollywood, July 27. 
Suit for $27,508 against Columbia 
Pictures Corp. of California, Ltd., is 
| on file in the Los Angeles Superior 
| Court with Sidney Bazett, former 
treasurer of Columbia, as plaintiff. 
Action is based on Bazett’s claim 
| that he was wrongfully discharged 
| July 19 although he says he holds @ 
| contract valid until Nov, 22, 1938, 





oP me 


1 ais 


baa 


sey A emp EE 


i TS 


| 
| 


MOREE RAGE Eg NTE PANT 


ee 


if 








ee el 


aren naam 


- Or er 
— = Sn a a 





32 VARIETY Wednesday, July 28, 1937 























HEL 


“Vivid with color =~. powerful in its vitality... dramatic | 


punch ... human appeal.” —N.Y. Daily Mirror | 
* 


“‘Toast of New York’ adroit, robust film.” —N.Y.World-Telegram | _ 
“Edward Arnold shines as‘Robber Baron Fisk.” 
) —N.Y. Daily News | 


“Hollywood has done another of its grand jobs.” —N.Y. Sun. 


“Filmed with painstaking attention ... turned out hand- 
somely.” —N.Y. Journal-American 
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| “Splendid drama of Robber. Baron era... holds your in- 











\ terest from beginning to end.” —N.Y. Post 
* 
| “Lavish ... spectacular... smashing theatrical at- 
traction.” | ® —Hollywood Reporter 
“Action ... romance .. . comedy... a great audience 
| | picture.” a — Box Office 
|“ Stirring drama... earmarked jor important coin.” 
| a 
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verbial bay steer when the Hays 
administration undertook to sapolio 
product of the lots, then along came 
‘David Copperfield’ and others of 
that ilk to show the film pundits 
where they were wrong. Industry 
is going places om the slogan, “Be 
Pure and Prosper,’ 

Similarly with political and na- 
tionalistic censorship. Repeteussions 
are beginning to come im from far- 
away places. Cuts are few because 
producers are watching their steps. 
Unintentional gibes at foreign na- 
tionals no longer find their way to 
the screen. Result is, squawks are 
fewer and American films, already 
captors of the world market, are 
cinching their spot against growing 
alien competish. 


Experts Knew AR 

Answer is that most of the major 
studios now do thet own censoring. 
Expert on the lot is familiar with 
requirements not only of the various 
States of the Union, but with each 
foreign idiosyncrasy, weakness, prej- 
udice, preference and tender spot. 
Every story that comes up for pur- 
chase, every script that is consid- 
ered for production, is not only 
joebreened for purity but also 
scrutinized by studio censor to be 
certain that nebody’s toes are going 
to be stepped on. 

John Hammell, veteran of the 
censor squad, does the job for Para- 
mount. Al Block sits in the spot at 
Metro. Col. Jason Joy is the 20th- 
Fox script séissorer, while Samuel 
Goldwyn and Jack L. Warner per- 
sonally have the last word on the 
Goldwyn and Warner lots. No other 
lots have specially designated scis- 
sorers and those named control bulk 
of industry’: foreign biz. 

Development of censorship has 
been marked by a corollary acute- 
ness on the part of studio watch- 
dogs. Process has been @ sort of 
game,’ with imtra-studio censors 
pitting their wits, shrewdness and 
artful dodging against the foreign 
and domestie wall of rules. 

Irving Thalberg’s Practice 

Certain pietures that studios have 
been keen to make because of their 
story values, sly humor, strong 
characterizations, ete. have offered 
seemingly imsuperable censor ob- 
stacles. Irving Thalberg was one 
executive who through long practice 
found ways to make such pictures so 
as to lose a minimum of value, at the 
same time retaining a4 maximum of 
interest. Nowadays the smooth- 
est performer is probably Ernst 
Lubitseh, whose every personally 
supervised or directed opus has pre- 
sented censor problems, from ‘The 
Marriage Circle’ down to his current 
Marlene Dietrich film, ‘Angel.’ 

Case of ‘Angel’ provides a shining 
example of what can be done to out- 
wit the censors. Here was a play 
that had a brief run in London and 
which attraeted the zestful interest 
of Thalberg several years ago. Num- 
ber of studios considered making it 
because of its crackling adult irony 
and spicy tarig of its plot. All sur- 
rendered. Labitsch grabbed it and 
handed the problem to John Ham- 
mell. Opening situation in the play 
is in a Parisian house of assignation, 
barred subject matter to any censor 
board. Lubitsch, Hammell and Luigi 
Luraschit huddled and out of their 
cerebrations was born an entirely 
innocuous setting that might have 
been a nitery, a gambling palazzo or 
a rendezvous for a select clientele. 

Lines were rewritten, dishabille 
scenes adroitly shuffled, anatomy 
piquantly draped—but motivations 
in general remained the same and 
the fundamental triumph of virtue 
over viee was not disturbed so that 
‘Angel’ has come out of the Lubitsch 
laboratory a ereation of impeccable 
taste, yet tartly flavored with the 
risque. 

‘Diamond Lil’ Too Tuff 

One of the sleep-cesiroying prob- 
lems of the biz in recent years has 
been, of course, Mae West. In her 
case the censor battle became a 
threefold conflict with Miss West 
doing her best to outseheme the 
studio and slip one over. To show 
the strides censorship has taken in 
recent years, Paramount heads admit 
freely that they never would at- 
tempt to put out the original West 
starrer, ‘Diamond Lil,’ at this stage 
of the gamie because it would be 
ripped to shreds the world over— 
even in Oriental countries where our 
more familiar risque approaches 
don’t mean a thing. 

Someone M authority always sits 
on the set through the West filmings. 
Mae herself has no desire to go over- 


board, but feels that if she handles 
the taboo subject with an overtone 
of boisterous fun the offensive sting 
is washed out. She’s coming now- 
adays to lean more on farce and 
class burly routines, but even soe 
Paramount would be relieved of @ 
headache if she would consent to 
portray roles im which her lovemak- 
ing would be confined more to males 
mature enough not to swing every 
time she throws a curve. 


Time Changeth All 
Al Block at Metro points to the 
contrast between today and a few 
years ago by specifying the case of 
‘The Man im Possession, made in 
1930, and ‘Personal Property, a re- 


make of the same yarn on the 
studio’s current program. Same 
story elements, same general idea 


and plot, but, oh, what a difference! 
This year’s edition of ‘The Man in 
Possession’ is a pale thing beside the 
palpitant ereation that excited strait- 
laced folk @ few seasons back. 


Block is on deck at all times at 
the beck and call of every producer 
and director on the lot. They keep 
him hopping busy. They'll get him 
out of bed in the middle of the night 
if a situation comes up while shoot- 
ing. Pencil out a line, change the 
stance of a.Chinese coolie, be sure 
that some crack addressed to a Brit- 
ish army officer doesn’t mean dis- 
respect toward the uniform he wears. 
Block’s supposed to know all the an- 
swers. Same with Col. Joy at 20th- 
Fox, who lost a lot of si 
‘Life of a Lancer Spy’ w 
shot. This film offered 
obstacle treading as it does 
supersensitive feelings of the pri 
cipal combatants in the Word W: 
—Germany, France and Britain— 
with plenty of chanees for the pro- 
ducer and director to stumble 
and hurt feelings when the opposite 
was intended. 


That British Dignity 


Censors develop a sixth sense 
about foreign prejudices and pre- 
dilections. They go abroad and 
they’re working all the time wising 
themselves up to new angles. They 
know that a British censor is more 
careful about the dignity of the 
British army and navy than about 
whether some adolescent is going to 
carry away a moral blot from sée- 
ing a picture. 

That the French have the name of 
being free and easy in romantic mat- 
ters whereas the truth is, the French 
censors are the deadliest scissorers 
of all in slicing out the least reek 
of prurience. 


That the present-day German gov- 
ernment is touchy about a lot of 
things and, unlike other countries, 
strafes individuals as well as cor- 
porations and particular pictures. 
Barring of Metro’s ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ still has Metro’ toppers 
scratching their heads wondering 
what that was all about since noth- 
ing in the film itself could have of- 
fended anyone, and the Bard is prob- 
ably a hotter shot in Germany than 
anywhere else in the world. 


Italians are among the most per- 
nickety nowadays, washing out foot- 
age that reflects in any way on Ital- 
ian nationals,’ They can’t be crooks, 
servants, heavies or comedians. Chi- 
nese of late have made themselves 
felt in the censor biz. Los Angeles 
Chinese consulate has a book of 
rules put out by the Chinese censor 
board of five members headed by 
Loo Kong, chief censor. Not long 
ago the edict came forth that no 
Chinese henceforth may be shown 
as servant to a white man. 


No Pigtail Pulling 


Paramount in making ‘Wells 
Fargo’ is adhering strictly to the 
letter and spirit of this ruling. Aft 
the period represented by this pic- 
ture Chinese were prominent 
throughout the west and the yokelry 
of the day had a lot of fun pulling 
their pigtails, ete. None of that 
horseplay will be seen in the picture 
because otherwise Paramount would 
find itself in plenty hot water with 
the Chinese government. 


As already stated, the studios are 
getting accustomed to this intra- 
studio censorship and love it. John 
Hammel said, ‘If they took regula- 
tion away today they would cry for 
it. It’s generally admitted that 
studio censors have saved the biz 
millions in retakes and in keeping 
directors and producers hewing to 
the line set for them and thus 
avoiding foreign bans. Another way 
of looking at the situation is that 
censorship promotes international 
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good feeling because precautions 
now are taken to avoid giving of- 
fense. In other days a production 


} example—not 


PICTURES 








went through slapbang and if the 
producer heard he got some for- 
eign dander up he was genuinely 
surprised. He simply didn’t know 
any better. Now the prevailing ar- 
gument is, why step on anyone’s 
toes if we don’t have to? Why go 
out of our way to make enemies? 
And they don’t. 
Reeerd At Paramount 

Result is that Paramount has not 
had a major cut in any picture for 
three and a haif years—and they 
still go hide in a corner whenever 
anyone mentions ‘The Devil Is a 
Woman,’ which infuriated Spain and 
caused no end of furor. United 
States has captured the foreign mar- 
ket, producers argue, so why jeopar- 
dize if? In the case of Metro, for 
true of any other 
compariy—foreign market accounts 
for more than 50% of the gross of 
any picture that goes imto foreign 
distribution. Companies are tickled 
that foreigners are making them toe 
the mark because it results in more 
carefully prepared and made pic- 
tures. 

Day is over when any star, no 
matter how big, can dictate what 
goes into # scene. Of one such star 
the studio censor remarked, ‘Every 
time the will of this star prevailed 
we got into trouble, and when we 
stayed in the saddle there was no 


difficulty.’ 
Uncle Sam Walloped 
Topper for all this censorship 


within the studios is that, as usual, 
your Uncle Sam is the goat. Old 
Sam doesn’t care how he’s carica- 
tured. He doesn’t give a whoop in 
salt water whether his cops are 
socked on the puss, whether his na- 
tionals are made fun of, whether 
they’re the deepest dyed villains. 
Sam kicks some when his Army or 
Navy officers are shown up im a bad 
light, but that’s Army and Navy 
regulations, not censorship. Studios 
aim to please the uniformed forces 
because that’s a matter of give and 
take—they need ‘em for pix, and 
they get plenty co-operation in re- 
turn. 

And another topper is this: No 
matter how strict are the rulings 
imposed by foreign governments, 
Hollywood-made films are still dis- 
tinetly an American product. They 
are still the subtlest and most effi- 
cient form of propaganda any na- 
tion has ever had at its command. 
They are still the best machinery 
for flooding the world with the idea 
that the American way of living is 
best, that this Republic with all its 
shortcomings is a garden spot in a 
world too full of woe. 

No board of censors can erase the 
imprint of Uncle Sam on his picture 
product and, as long as that still 
holds, the Old Boy isn’t shedding 
too many tears. 


Rep. Studio 


(Continued from page 2) 

















vestors also has stepped 
situation. 

Trial of the action before Superior 
Judge Willis threatened to develop 
acrimonious feelings on both sides 
but hostilities were averted. Mur- 
phy and Herbert Yates, financial 
power behind Republic, went into 
the whole matter in a long distance 
telephone conversation in which the 
Republic proposed refinancing plan 
now before the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission figured promi- 
nently. 

Guaranty officers insisted that Re- 
public has not properly protected the 
studio property, constructing new 
buildings so as to impair its beauty, 
also allowing the ‘jungle’ adjacent to 
the Los Angeles river bed to lose 
value through injudicious destruc- 
tion of trees. This portion of the 
studio is in demand for western lo- 
cations and brings around $50 a day 
rental. 


into the 


Rep. Rental Boosted 

Settlement also provided for a 
substantial increase in rental now 
paid by Republic. Guaranty asked a 
60% hike but settled for a figure 
considerably less. 

Original lease was made to Mascot 
Pictures Realty Corp., now owned 
100% by Republic Pictures. Guar- 
anty claimed lease was improperly 
assigned without its consent. 

Series of conferences now will be 
held among officers of Guaranty and 
Republic, together with their attor- 
neys, at which it is hoped all other 
matters in connection with the oper- 
ation of the property, now in dis- 
pute, will be amicably settled. 


‘LIVE ALONE’ FOR FILMS 


Hollywood, July 27. 
F. Hugh Herbert is screenplaying 
Marjorie Hillis’ best seller, ‘Live 
Alone and Like It,’ for Universal. 
Picture probably will be placed on 








the fall production sked. 
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[ EXPLOITATION 


: By Epes W. Sargeat | 





Plenty Coverage 


Using the now-familiar red and 
black of Life magazine, Warners has 
a very gapuy campaign 

‘0 


ra ‘They Won't rget, toe 


lar 

solidly with the material the 
exhibitor needs to put over the pic- 
ture. 


This is to be followed by a supple- 
ment giving the best material used 
in the advanced runs, but the cam- 

book itself gives plenty of help 


to the local manager. 


Chained Up 
York, Pa. 

Not satisfied with doing a nice 
build up on a Saturday kiddies show, 
Sidney Poppay, manager of the 
Rialto Theatre here, took the idea 
out and sold it bodily to J. C. Penny 
Co 


Chain store bought out the com- 
lete Kiddie show for one Saturda 
lor a 100 percent give-aw good- 


will builder. Every kid in the store 
accompanied an adult during the 
week show date will be 


given a ticket. If the idea works out 
well, company manager has indicated 
it may be used in conjunction with 
special sales events and to draw in 
holiday and seasonable purchasers. 





Treating the Kids 


Lancaster, Pa. 
With swimming pools and play 
—- making a heavy bid for the 
milton’s Saturday morning kiddie 
shows, Herb Thatcher, manager, pro- 
moted 1,000 bottles of root beer to 
stem the tide. Each kid entering the 
theatre was given an iced drink and 


a small containing cakes 
and cr %, which were also pro- 
moted. 


Idea worked out so well for both 
the house and the bottler that Herb 
is working on similar giveawa 
hook-ups with two other soft dri 
houses and an ice cream manufac- 
turer. Would like to use the idea 
each Saturday in August. 


Ducking Penner 


Columbus, O. 

Joe Penner may have abandoned 
his duck but John Barcroft and Lee 
Fisher, RKO-Palace press agents, 
found the duck pas still good as a 
promotion stunt for ‘New Faces.’ 

In the midst of the noon rush in 
downtown Columbus two dozen 
ducks were dumped out of crates at 
Broad and High streets, causing a 
minor riot as _ startled passersby 
joined cops in chasing the birds up 
and down the street. 

It was finders-keepers for those 
whe caught the ducks but around the 
neck of each one was a tag which 
read: ‘Don’t duck Joe Penner in 
‘New Faces.’ 








Looked for a Bing 


Sydney. 

Reg Kelly, Par’s exploitation man- 
ager, arranged with a local com- 
mercial air unit to run a compe- 
tition to find a home-made Bing 
Crosby. Unit ran the idea in its 
Amateur Night and clicked up a 
record on applications from local 
warblers. Competition ran over four 
weeks before an Aussie Bing Crosby 
was unearthed. Harry Hunter, Par’s 
boss, presented a silver cup to the 
winner on behalf of Bing, and the 
mana ent of Trocadero gave a 
week's engagement. 
Incidently, Hunter got in a nice 
oe ey “Waikiki Wedding’ before 
anding over the mug. 





Mechanic’s ‘Winkie’ Bally 
Baltimore. 

Morris Mechanic put over a nice 
advance three-way ballyhoo for 
opening of ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ at 
his New theatre. Showed filming of 
celebrities attending opening of film 
in Hollywood as newsreel clip sans 
sound, then planted sound recording 
of event with WBAL for airing, both 
properly publicized in News-Post. 
Trailer on screen urged tune-in on 
sound stuff. 





‘Saratoga’ in Seattle 


Seattle. 

Four races at Longagres, big race- 
track near here, Saturday were in 
honor of ‘Saratoga,’ current at Fifth 
avenue theatre; ‘Clark Gable,’ ‘Sara- 
toga,’ ‘Fifth Avenue’ and ‘MGM’ 
Handicaps. Gable sent flowers by 
wire, which pretty usherettes placed 
on the winner. Gable’s telegram of 
congrats to John Hamrick was 
blown up and spotted at 10 local 
W.U. offices and theatre. Usherettes 
were bannered for week prior. Vic 
Gauntlett also upped newspaper ad- 
vertising. 





False Alarm 


New Haven. 

When trade previews of ‘Topper’ 
was announced, local Loew crowd 
figured to get into the spirit of the 
thing by renting high skull pieces for 
the occasion. 

Title has nothing to do with top 
hats, picture being about a charac- 
ter named Topper, so when the boys 
appeared in the trick headgear, they 
were as out of place as Braddock’s 
features after the Louis pummeling. 


to be conveniently handled, but | Park, loaded 


Bartering ‘Bride’ 


erates al fresco theatre in Forest 


the mail in cam 
exploit ‘The Bartered Bride” teing 
ae ae for first time, in its 
version, currently in open 

air bowl. 4 


A four page folder bearing a per- 
sonal message to music lovers of 
St. Louis over signature of former 
vr Henry W. Kiel, pres. of assn. 
a inside pages carrying pix of 
Joseph Bentonelli, Susanne Fisher 
George Rasely and John Gurney, 
stars of piece, and interesting ; 
of story of a 4 and history of stars 
and reviews of crix elsewhere, were 
posted to 15,000 patrons of theatre 
association, St. Louis Symphony So- 
ciety and other music bodies. 

Radio tieups were made with KSD 
and KMOX for airing of dress re- 
hearsal on Sund (25) day before 


San wk weer me 
at 
drew fave comment all over wa" 





Two in N. H. 


Jack Foxe, at Poli’s, landed an in- 
accessible a when he crashed a 
downtown jeweler’s window with a 
varied display of candlesticks for 
‘Emperer’s.’ 

On ‘Knight Without Armor,’ house 
used an old one with a different 
twist with a horseback rider parad- 
ing the streets in tails and top hat 
bearing the legend ‘Tm a Knight 
Without Armour.’ 





Theatre Changes | 


Los Angeles, 
Ed Smith, formerly with Par and 
once manager of Paramount theatre 
here, taken over management of 
West Coast theatre in Long Beach. 


Charles Carroll goes into Glendale, 
Glendale, replacing Martin G. Kap- 
lan, who has re over Tower, 
Pasadena. Henry W. Paters moves 
into West Coast, San Bernardino, re- 
placing Willard Osborne, who trans- 
fers to California, here. E. A. Lake 

oes to Strand, Pasadena, vice James 
rinton, to United Artists, Ingle- 
wood. 


John M. Hill replaced Ben de Dici 
as manager of Capitol, Calexico. 
De Dici replaces Herb Norris at 
United Artists, El Centro, and Ray- 
mond J. Dennis moves into Val- 
ley, El Centro, in place of Hill. John 
Robinson replaces Peters at Or- 
heum, San Diego, and Frank G. 
eller is at Granada, Inglewood, vice 
Ernest H. Silcockos, who goes to 
Par, L. A. 








Denver. 

Mickey Gross transferred from 
Sioux City to Orpheum here. 

Jerry Zigmond is doing special 
work at the Denver Publix head- 
quarters (J. H. Cooper Enterprises) 
pending an assignment. 


Princess, Crested Butte, Colo., now 
being operated by the Fisher Broth- 
ers, 


Dale Kline now manager of the 
New Victory, recently the Center. 


Mrs. Ross Labart is now managing 
her husband’s theatre, the Sagauche, 
at Sagauche, Colo. 

Martin Morris, former poster clerk 
at the 20th-Fox exchange, now ship- 
per at the Grand National. 

William Allison, of the Rialto, 
Sagauche, Colo., now managing the 
Alpine, Denver. He is succeeded in 
Sagauche by Bert Burton. 

In the ‘Spring Showmanship’ drive 
just ended by the Fox Intermountain 
Theatres, Inc., top prize money was 
won .by Harry Ashton, Boulder, 
Colo.; Don Sheedy, Cheyenne, Wy9.; 
Chet Miller, Missouli, Mont., and Bob 
Nelson, Leadville, Colo. 

C. L. Wheaton, former booker for 





G-B, now booker for Grand Na- 
tional, succeeding Jack Krum. 
Sioux City. 


Herman Levy new manager of 
Orpheum theatre, Sioux City. Sue- 
ceeds to post held past five years by 
Mickey Gross, resigned. Gross goes 
to Denver to manage Orpheum there. 

Glenn Fratt, Brandeis artist, takes 
over ad work for Omaha house. 





Steubenville, O. 
Tony Cavollo, manager of Liberty, 
New Kensington, Pa., named man- 
ager of Capitol, replacing Frank 
Roberts, transferred to Warner the- 
atre at Morgantown, W. Va. 





Atlanta. 
City Council has put its okay on 
petition of Lanier Development Co. 
for permit to build a nabe theatre 
at 1097 University Drive to serve 
fast-growing Highland-Lanier sub- 
urban community. 





San Francisco. 

Ellis, grind house in the Fillmore 
district here, will be taken over on 
a long lease by Irving Ackerman an 
Lawrence Borg on Aug. 1. Both are 
associeted in operation of President, 
formerly occupied by Henry Duffy. 
Joe Enos, formerly with the Gold- 


berg theatre chain here, made man- 





ager of the Ellis. 


St. Louis. 
William Zalken, 
Municipal Theatre "Aeon whic at 
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JOB LOT RADIO AUTHORING 





More Versatile Than the Barrymores || 5- 


- 





his radio speech classes at Wayn 


Classroom items carded include d 


commentator with stude asking qu 
Jaughter types including suggestive 
commercial prog announcing; 


Workshop. 
Russell Neff, studio manager at 





Prof. Garnet Garrison is handing out series of stunt programs to || 


preparation is allowed, and assignments are drawn from a hat. It 
gives an idea of what’s expected nowadays of an announcer. 


contests; ‘Unkie Bud’ reading the funnies; Hollywood opening night 


a 1950 rocket trip across U. S. in three minutes; femmes’ announcing 
a la special event style; male stude’s shaving contest; 


giggle, polite titter, apple-polishing snort, hearty guffaws, followed 
by laugh contests; varous types of ‘vox popping’; interviews; spot and 
straight news; use of web and agency 
scripts of different drama shows ranging from Jack Benny to CBS 


rison and permits. Wayne studes to use studios for Saturday a.m. 
sessions where actual studio practice is duplicated, 


Detroit, July 27. 








e University here. No advance 


escription of silk stocking darning 
estions and answering them also: 


monolog on 
snicker, old maid’s simper, girlish 


112 Scripters — Mostly 
Hinterlanders 


2-CHARACTERS TOPS 


WXYZ, 


is cooperating with Gar- 


Some 112 authors write radio ma- 
terial for the script brokerage house 








' 


Jessel Joining 
Jolson Etherer, | 


Report on Coast 





; Hollywood, July 27. | 

George Jessel probably will be on | 
the Lifebuoy-Rinso ether program 
with Al Jolson this fall. Idea- for 
Jessel working opposite Jolson was 
hatched when they worked on one 
of the Hollywood Hotel programs 
doing reminiscenses. Deal which 
had Jessel to do an air show with 
Harpo Marx and band did not jell 
and resulted in Ruthrauff & Ryan 
wanting to add Jessel to the Rinso | 
show. 

Jolson show will have four to six | 
scribes working on material. Un-| 
derstood that five already have been 
corralled. 


RADIO VOX POPPERS’ 
DITTO FOR LIBERTY 


Wallace Butterworth and Parks 
Johnson, co-interviewers on Molle’s 
*Vox Pop’ show (NBC), may take 
over the editorship of the column 
of the same title in Liberty Maga- 
zine. ) 

Hookup, which is now under dis- 
cussion, provides for plugging of the 
column on the Molle program. 














Six-Month Leasing Rights— | 
Koehler-Bachus’ Stable of | existing franchise-holders than letter-of-the-law devotion to book rules by 


| 
| 


PROGRAMS 
DTA SERIALS 


|evitably be 





Washington ‘Influence’ 


Anything that President Roosevelt may be able te accomplish toward 
the encouragement within the radio regulatory mechanism in Washington 


of a higher gross average of legal, technical and political ethics must in- 


greeted by all foresighted broadcasters with a heartfelt 


| ‘amen.’ 


| 


| 


j 


of Joseph Koehler-Georgia Bachus 
FRITZI SCHEFF DEMANDS largest in the biz. Most of them 
t : Fs are connected with inland stations | 


or live in small towns. Writers who 
actually live in New York are either 


PAY FOR INTERVIEW 


St. Louis, July 27. 
Plan of KWK to publicize appear- 


work serials cr are careless 
ting, lazy where 


in plot- 
research is re 





making too much turning out net- | 


2 m quired, and otherwise unsuited for 
ance of Fritzi Scheff in cast of ‘The he requir om , aes 
“ae = ce 2) aoe _. | the requirements of a radio play 
Prince of Pilsen’ at a fresco theatre ‘tihemmeshe denatest 
in Forest Park last week came a PCMATARS Gori. | 

. : as eK *é € : : ‘ 
vag Many of the provincial writers 


cropper when warbler wanted dough 
for interview over air. 

John Conrad, station’s public re- 
lations director arranged through 
William Zalken, p.a. of Municipal 
Theatre Assn. for interview. 


have fresh slants, do 


radio program. 


| nouncers, production men or 


ployees of small city stations. 


em- 





| 50-50 basis, rendering each member 
Olsen and Johnson Get | of its ‘stable of writers’ a royalty 


| statement on the 10th of the month. 


Grier, Fio Rito Bands | Scripts are sold to radio stations 


Koehler-Bachus handle scripts on a | 


painstaking | 
work, and are potentially the solid | 
craftsmen of the narrative type of | 
They are often an- | 


| 
} 





mostly (or sometimes to little thea- | 





| tres and similar groups who wish to 
Los Angeles, July 27. | broadcast supplemental to their reg- 

Next three Olsen and Johnson | ylar activities). Prices for half hour 
Richfield shows will be aired from | serial is around $3 per episode. 


| granting of 


okay with the better grade attorneys and others. 
upon solid competence and a penalty upon connivance. 


f 


Nothing could be more wholesome for the best business 


interests © 
the Federal Communications Commission. Needless to say that’s entirely 
It would put a premium 


Greatest single cause of the Washington political mess as regards the 
radio licenses has been the widely accepted notion among 
that it was necessary to ‘find out privately how the wind 
was blowing.’ Petitions, it has generally been thought (and the hold- 
ing of the thought was equivalent to the fact for the purpose of the 
chiselers) were 50% a matter of public record and hearing and 50% 
a matter of you-know-what. 


broadcasters 


Many broadcasters have long had a conviction that magic behind 
the scenes was equal in importance to the apen and official presentation of 
facts, background, ete. Fortunately this idea seems due for a little de- 
bunking. Sooner or later public opinion forces a halt to trading in oil 
fields, waveiengths, water power and other natural resources, 

Nobody will be naive enough to expect politicians te stop politicking or 
chiselers to stop chiseling or fixers to stop claiming that they can. But on 
the other hand a once over lightly in Washington with the sapolio might 
have several wholesome results for the business of operating 
stations, 


radio 


First of all—fond hope—it might mean less expense for annual legal 
and technical protection in Washington, fewer unwarranted and ‘trouble- 
making’ threats to compel broadcasters to drop everything and rush to 
the Capitol, greater reliance upon actual operation in the public service 
and less upon public servants or the palsy-walsy boys who barter alleged 
and fictitious ‘influence’ for what-have-you, 


Relieved of the various cheap chisels, annoyances, and indirect payoffs, 


| stations might be able to dedicate more time and thought to learning 


their own business. And despite their prosperity—a spontaneous accident 
of membership in a new industry—many radio stations still present ample 
evidence of not knowing too much about their own problems. Stations that 
are wise and sophisticated about Washington, that can perform little 
miracles of artful dodging among the kilocycle franchises, are in the 
kindergarten where advertising agencies, programs, showmanship, sales 


NBC here with the following trio | Extra parts for cast members cost | Promotion and similar matters are concerned. 


from San Francisco and the north-/|10¢. each. (Radio does not use 


west. Comics had been slated to air | ‘sides’ as in legit.) 

trio from Catalina Isle with Jan | 

Garber’s ork supplanting George | up to contain some 2,000 items rang- 
Hamilton. However, when this deal | ing from 26-episode serials to five- 


fell through Jimmy Grier was set | minute quickies selling for $1 each. 

Ted Fio Rito will orch the follow- 
ing three ’casts when the comics 
start north. 


is built on the 
mimeographing. 


Stations get royalty rights for six 





formances within that time as they 


EDDIE DOOLEY SIGNED 





desire. After six months, rights | 
. revert to broker. About 300 sta-| 
Chesterfield Spreads Football Spieler | tions monthly buy something— 
On 92 Stations serials, blurbs, specials, one-time 
shots. 





Chesterfield cigarettes has set Ed- 
poole tiga bai page he eal can get a script written to order, 





Stations with an idea or a need 





Bill Fagan’s Radio Post 
With Benton & Bowles 


William Fagan has resigned from 
CBS sales department in New York 
to become business coordinator of 
the radio department in the Benton 
& Bowles agency. 

Fagan has been with Columbia 
Over six years, For a while he was 
service head of the network’s sales 
division. 


Ina Phillips’ New Show 


- Irna Phillips, radio serial scripter, 
is doing a new dramatization pro- 
gram for Procter & Gamble, titled 
“Man of Destiny.’ Program will be 
an a. m. set-to over NBC, commenc- 
ing in the fall. Compton, agency on 
the account, has not as yet selected 
the time and web. 

Author of the forthcoming serial 
also churned out the copy for ‘To- 
day’s Children,’ for Pillsbury Flour, 
and ‘Guiding Light,’ P. & G. show. 











Helen Gahagan Show 


Chicago, July 27. 
New show starring Helen Gahagan 
Planned by Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert agency for General Mills. 
Known as ‘Love for a Day,’ it is 
@ semi-script show on a daily basis, 
15 minutes per. 








Strawhat on WNBX 
Brattleboro Players, strawhat 
group at Brattleboro, Vt., last Satur- 
day (24) began airing a series of 
one-act plays over WNBX, Spring- 
field. 


: ’ | providing it has a plausible re-sale 
oa for 13 pions ag 13, and) value that would make the potential 


airing on!. ; 7 
"i income to the author and the broker 
= neg and Saturday nights, 6.30- | ouetis Siem Soauinta: 
. e j 9 t 1O- 
Talked football lst year over CRS| Right Row, there's #,f0 oh 
hin gk a tahgrenl ir gg Bayer mer requirements and budgets for 
autumn. The 92-stations’ hookup is | er maptiecnsll 
the biggest ever welded for a com- |! Vox Popping at $10 
mercial gridiron dopester’s program. | ed 
While it has not yet been definitely | sale (and indicative of the continuity- 
decided, it is likely that Chesterfield| writing inexperience of broadcast- 
will keep Paul Douglas, currently| ing organizations) is suggested by 


cornerstone of | 


| to do the music for the three here. | Whole business of script brokerace | 





| 


| 


Scope of the material offered for | 





baseball season ends. | a list of 500 questions to ask the pub- 





spieling sports over CBS week-daily,| the fact that when the vox pop man- 
6.35-45 p.m., on that stint until the | on-the-street vogue started to spread. | 


Catalog of scripts has been built ‘Schillin, Local New York 


months and may give as many per- | coin potentialities wrapped up in the 


Biow Enforces 
Exclusive On 
Morgan Orch 


] 


Radio Agency, Up 4707, 
In Billings Since 1934 


A fair hint as to the tremendous 
greater New York radio field was 
uncovered this week in business 
growth by an agency which has de- 
voted all its efforts to airwave ad- 


vertising, with probably 95% of it| , 77anscription cutting date which 


Associated Music Publishers, Inc., 


spotted on local stations. Actual 
gross business of this firm, Schillin 
Advertising Corp., was 470% higher 
in the first half of 1937 than in the 
first six months of 1934. 

This hefty increase plus business in 
sight or contracted for this fall, 
latter represented by $80,000 worth 
of new business signed in last six 
days, prompted Schillin agency to 
open additional offices in Newark, 
where W. Wright Beck will be in|} 
charge. 





U. S. Agcey’s Radio Dept. 
Ad Agency Radio Dept. 


David (and Hilda) Murray now in 





had set for Russ Morgan for Aug. 4 
was cancelled last week when the 
Biow agency objected to the band 
leader taking this assignment. Con- 
tract which ties Morgan to the 
Philip Morris program stipulates 
that his services are exclusively that 
account’s as far as broadcasting is 
concerned, 

Associated had made a series of 
records with Morgan for its library 
some months ago and last week 
when it sought to bring the band in 
for another waxing session Asso- 
ciated was informed by Consolidated 
Radio Artists, Inc., Morgan's book- 
ers, that the job could not be per- 
formed. Pressed for the reason, Con- 


Bert Wheeler Paddles 
In ‘Boat’ for Jack Haley 


Hollywood, July 27. 


Bert Wheeler goes on the ‘Show 
Boat’ program succeeding Jack 


Haley when the latter moves over 
lto the Log Cabin show on NBC 
blue next Oct. 8. 


KFI will be the local outlet with 


the 26-week series hitting the air 
|with a repeat show for the West 
Coast. 


Paige Both CBS, NBC 





| 


Hollywood, July 27. 
Raymond Paige, Hollywood Hotel 
maestro on Columbia, also will be 


|musical director for the fall 


| series 


| of Packard air shows over NBC on | 


'a deal completed with Young & 
| Rubicam. He makes his NBC bow 
Sept. 7. 


It will be Paige’s first appearance 


lic attracted 45 customers at $10) 


| each. 


As yet. individual radio authors do 


not in themselves sell a script. It’s 


tions that makes the sale. 


Bachus stable include: 





the idea plus the size of the cast and | 
other purely mechanical considera- | 


Some of the writers in the Koehler 
Alice Ward. | 


J. O. Simon, Ronald Dawson, Mar- | 


| gery Williams 
| Equity rep), Emory Ward, Fred L. 
Webber, Muir Whittall, Claire 
Griffin, Jael Garrison, Leslie Mor- 
rison, Eugenia Whyte, Donal Spatz, 


(wife of Chicazo’s | 


Ben Hawthorne, C. E. Risse, Margot | 


| Beaton, John F. Gantt, Willard Wal- 
| lace, Leon Goldstein, Marvin Ancier 
; Raymond Dumont, Alfred Vogt 
| Lloyd Graham, Edwin H. Morse, 
| Virginia Gunn, E. B. Jenkins, Gladys 
| Allen, Mary Hatch, Marjorie Mueller. 
|Martin Smith, Wayne Pool, Carl 
Glick, Hi Alexander, Bob Jellison, 
Karl Zomar, Lawrence Menkin. 


Connie Boswell set by the Rock- 
well-O’Keefe office for the Ken Mur- 
|ray program for Aug. 4 and 18, Sept. 
1, 15 and 22. 


Same office piaced | 


charge of the radio department | 


| the U. S. Advertising Agency. 


Former ballroom dancer has been | 
on the production end of radio for 
the past two years, starting with} 
Fanchon & Marco. 








Hummerts to Europe 


Frank and Anne (Mrs.) Hummert, | 
of the Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
agency, will go to Europe about the 
middle of August for a vacation-| 
business trip. Expected to be gone 
about six weeks or two months. 

Understood they will look over sta-| 


solidated explained that Biow had 
cited the exclusivity clause in the 
Morgan contract. Ad agency saw 
nothing but bad business judgment 
in permitting Morgan to turn out 
records which would make his musie 
available for broadcasting purposes 


at any time Associated’s§ station 
clients willed. 
Morgan’s bincer with Philip 


Morris has several years to go and 
it is the intention of the account to 
make his music as 
article as possible. 


exclusive an 





Georgie Price on WOR 


tions in Paris and, Luxemburg with | 
the idea of possibly placing dra-| , 
: r 4 | reorgi rice ww head of fF 
matic programs to reach British Ge par “ne ’ whe? neaG OF Nis 
own stoc rokerace firs A ice 
listeners. vn IC rokerace firm, ] ( 


cumbed to the radio lure again and 


| 
| starts at the head of his own WOR 
Ben Alexander on NBC _|sustainer Aug. 8 with Morton Gou't's 
;orchestra and the Chiriciecrs in 
Hollywood, July 27. | support. 
| Ben Alexander, radio commentator} p, ice, once a Chace & Santorn 
on Hollywood personalities, goes (tea) commercialite. } t n off the 
transcontinental over NBC red net- ! air for some seasons and the WOR- 
work tomorrow (Wed.). | Mutual coast-to-coast network on 
Program is titled ‘Not for Ladies, | Sunday evenings part of the new 


over NBC, but the deal was in':ed | Frances Comstock on the ditto show ' and concerns chatter on male screen 


'without any audition preliminaries. 


' Aug. 11. 


celebs. 


i;up new 


ninenitwm ' a3 . ss 
Benjamin David depaitment to build 
“We errno d 
talent for fal 
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NEW DEAL SAPOLIO FOR RA 


DIO POSSIBLE: 
ROOSEVELT HAS TWO VACANCIES TO FILL 








| 
High Type Personnel as Answer to Critics—Craven Back From Hollywood, 


May Be Drafted — ‘Curb to Politics’ — Might 


Stymie Investigation 


Washington, July 27. 

Death of Chairman Anning S. 
Prall of the Federal Communications 
Commission at Boothbay Harbor, 

»Me., Friday (23) came as a surprise 
to most associates and to the bulk of 
the radio business since his office 
had issued several indignant denials 
of reports that he was critically ill. 
Only 48 hours before the chairman 
expired, rumors that he was stricken 
with partial paralysis were scotched, 
and members of his secretarial staff 
insisted he was recovering rapidly 
from an attack of ‘bronchitis.’ 

Known to have been in poor 
health for weeks and exhausted from 
strain of official duties, Prall was ill 
about two weeks. He had departed 
from Washington abruptly after the 
June 30 commission meeting and 
gone to his summer home for a rest. 
Mystery about nature of his illness 
was maintained throughout. 

With vacancies in the two top 
posts, industry figures as well as po- 
litical circles wondered whether 
President Roosevelt will take ad- 
vantage of the opportunity to head 
off further F.C.C. criticism, block an 
investigation, and start a reform pro- 
gram in making nominations. 

There was widespread hope among 
network executives, radio law- 
years, and other trade observers 
that Roosevelt will pick strong men, 
with knowledge of technical prob- 
lems and no political ties, for the 
gaps in Commish ranks. On all sides 
comment was that a real new deal 
for radio can be dished up if the 
Prez sees fit. 

Craven Prominent 

Name of Comdr. T.A.M. Craven, 
Commish chief engineer, was men- 
tioned most frequently in conjecture 
over the President’s actions. Since 
Roosevelt is aware of the political 
bickering and agitation regarding the 
Commish, it was felt possible he will 
apply pressure to Craven and get 
him to accept the job. Previously 
Craven, who was made chief engi- 
neer through White House interven- 
tion, had let intimates know he was 
not interested in stepping into the 
Stewart berth. 

Consequences of Prall’s death are 
bound to be far-reaching. Since he 
was ex-officio member of all three 
Commish divisions, the internal line- 
up is bound to be changed, even if 
one of the present members moves 
up. Of the five members remaining, 
only two—Chairman Eugene O. 
Sykes of the Broadcast Division and 
Chairman Paul C. Walker of the 
Telephone Division—are Democrats. 
Unlikely either of them will be 

upped, since Walker has little in- 
terest in and only limited acquaint- 
ance with radio matters and Sykes 
already has occupied the post pre- 
viously. There was speculation 
whether the President might depart 
from tradition and designate Gov. 
Norman S. Case, one of the Repub- 
licans and an intimate friend, for 
the chairmanship. 

Judge Sykes, picked by Prall to be 
acting chairman for the summer, 
took immediate steps to pay formal 
respects. Balance of Commish 
adopted resolution of regret and ar- 
rangements were made for delega- 
tion to attend the funeral Monday 
(26). 

Broadcast industry was called upon 
pronto to join in tribute to the late 
chairman. James W. Baldwin, man- 
aging director of National Associa- 


tion of Broadcasters, voiced stations’ | 


sentiment and asked all transmitters 
to observe minute of silence as mark 
of respect. Cessation of service co- 
incided with opening of funeral serv- 
ices, held at his Staten Island home 
Monday afternoon (26). 





Frank Schreiber in 


N. Y. For AFM. Meet 





Frank Schreiber, of WGN. Chi- 


cazo, comes to New York Friday for | 


conferences at the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians. Representing 
W. E. Macfarlane, of WGN, he will 
accompany Fred Weber and Ted 


.| Society elects. 





Prall’s Office Denied 


Washington, July 27. 

Frantic attempts to hide 
serious illness of F. C, C. Chair- 
man Anning S., Prall, who died 
Friday (23) in Maine, left the 
Washington Herald out on the 
end of an extremely long limb. 

Early last week the Herald, 
Hearst-owned, printed in the 
‘Washington Merry-Go-Round’ 
column story that Prall had 
suffered partial paralysis and 
was in critical condition. Fol- 
lowing day rag carried retrac- 
tion saying Chairman's office 
had denied the report and add- 
ing that instead of being at 
death’s door Prall was taking 
daily automobile and boat rides 
and making rapid strides back 
to good heaith. 

Within 48 hours official an- 
nouncement of the Chairman’s 
death was issued, 


Cuffo Pro-ASCAP 
Columnists Will 
Ballyhoo the Org. 











American Society of Composers, | 
Authors and Publishers has turned 
to nationally known columnists for 
propaganda help in meeting of the 
attacks 
music users. Articles touting the! 
Society and authored by these | 
columnists will be printed on either | 
the back or inside of regular sheet 
music copies. First firm which has | 
arranged for the insertion of one of | 
these articles is M. Witmark & Son, 
part of the Warner Bros. group. 

ASCAP claims that it has pre- 


brook Pegler, Walter Lippmann, 
Damon Runyon, Walter Winchell 
and Louis Sebel to contribute pieces | 
for inclusion in sheet music publica- | 
tions. It is also claimed that per- 
mission has been given to use these 
articles for whatever purposes the 


Initial splurge of this type of 
propaganda will appear in Wit- 


Would Set Up Central 
Casting for Chi Air 


Chicago, July 27. 
Connie Osgood, formerly a pro- 





| ducer and performer at WJJD here, 





| is attempting to organize a Chicago 


clearing house for talent a la Central 
Casting in Hollywood. She’s just 
back in loop from a radio whirl in 
the film colony. 


Her idea is that the ‘closed door’ | pefore. 
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‘Highly Profitable Nuisances’ 


a 





station. 


Plans to up rates from $237.50 to 
period that will be set aside for 








Described by Bill Scripps as ‘highly profitable nuisances’ chain. 
break announcements and unadorned commercial blurbs generally are 
due for stepchild treatment at WWJ, Detroit News station. 
number two in a campaign to class up the program schedule of the 


WWJ will not rush into its latest reform but will ‘preview’ the idea. 


support for the blurb-free time will be the acid test. 


Detroit, July 27, 


It’s step 


$325 during the 12 noon to 3 p.m. 
the program janitoring. Sponsor 





| FRANCE BUYING SETS 


| 


| 4,000,000 Receivers Now Licensed in 
Republic 





Paris, July 18. 

| According to the latest official 
statistics just issued, France is buy- 
| ing radios at a faster rate than ever 
During the last year more 


at the agencies plus the general lack | than a million licenses have been 


of organization between buyer and 


| performer should encourage general 


| support of such an idea. 





JOE E. BROWN FOR FORD? 


of broadcasters and ark 


vailed upon such columnists as West- 





mark’s publications from the score 
of ‘Mr. Dodds Takes the Air’ (WB). 
The article on ‘What is ASCAP’ will 
be carried on the first inside page 
of the piano copies of ‘Here Comes 
the Sandman’ and ‘Remember.’ 


Herbert. 





There will also be a picture of Victor | 





RADIO ‘GANGBUSTERS’ 
AS METRO FEATURE PIC 





to ‘Gangbusters’ from Phillips Lord. | 
and will use the title and radio pro- 
gram idea for one feature film to be | 
produced this autumn. 
‘Gangbusters’ airs Wednesdays 
over CBS for Palmolive Shave 








Cream. 





Persistent Request 


Cleveland, July 27. 
Carl Mark, announcer of WHK 
| Night Owl Club, on the air Saturday 
| nights from midnight to 3 a.m., in- 
| vites listeners to phone in their re- 
quests for popular tunes. One per- 
sistent request for ‘Sweet Leilani.’ 
| Each week he has announced that 
the recording was not available. 


Saturday. Mark was in the 
of the program when the studio door 
flew open and in marched a middle- 
aged woman, who advanced to the 


Streibert to the Friday discussions. | disc turntable, slapped down a re- 


Mutual will outline to Joe Weber | cording of ‘Sweet 


Leilani’ and an- 


and his board wherein Mutual dif- | nounced loudly and distinctly. ‘Now 


fers from other networks. 


| tell me you haven't got it.’ 


Negotiations Pend—Hollywood Show 
Would Cost $12,500 


| 





Hollywood, July 27. 
Ford Motors is negotiating for Joe 
E. Brown to head half-hour show 
on a coast to coast hookup for 39 | 


| 
} 
| 
| 


weeks starting latter part of Sep- | 
tember. 
Script is now being prepared | 


whereby Brown will do a rural char- 
acterization on the show which will | 
so carry name band and vocalists. | 
If script is okayed Brown, who is 
now in Chicago broadcasting base- 
ball games for Kellogg, will go with 
his agent, Mike Levee, to Detroit to 
iron out remuneration problem and 
close the deal for the show which 
will be ethered out of Hollywood. 

It is understood the show would 
cost Ford $12,500 weekly, with 
Brown getting half of that amount 
for his stint. 


cay 
a 





‘IRENE WICKER SHOW 
POSSIBLE ON MUTUAL. 





N. 
dickering with Mutual on the idea 


of putting Ireene Wicker's ‘Singing | 


Lady’ programs for Kellogg over 
MBS this autumn on a Sunday— 
only late afternoon spot. To date 
time acceptable to the agency 


hasn't been worked out. 
‘Singing Lady,’ current and of long 


tenure on the NBC-blue Monday- | 
through-Friday on a late afternoon | 


spot, will continue in that berth if 


program goes Mutual. 


Squibbs Mulls ‘Dreams’ 


Squibbs toothpaste has auditioned 
and is reported to be holding under 
consideration a dramatization series, 
‘Makers of Dreams,’ authored by 
Arthur McCaffery. 

‘Dreams’ was until recently a 
weekly program on WQXR, N. Y., 








produced and staffed by the WPA | 


Radio Project. McCaffery resigned 
from the WPA to take a job script- 
ing for the ‘World Is Yours’ series 


on CBS, which is produced and | 


bankrolled by the Bureau of Edu- 
cation of the Department of the In- 
terior, a Federal government under- 


' taking. 


Metro has bought the screen rights | 


|; quency transmitter for which FCC 


Matter finally came to a head last | 
midst | 





WCAU Starts W3XIR 


Philadelphia, July 27. 
Construction will begin by WCAU 
early next month on new high fre- | 
granted permit last week. Station, | 
assigned call letters W3XIR, will be 


_ready for operation about February. | 


‘The transmitter,’ John G. Leitch, | 
technical supervisor, said, 
‘will be one of Philly’s first high fre- 
quency stations. It will air experi- 
mentally local and network pro- 
grams carried by WCAU. Reception | 
is practically limited to line-of-sight, | 
which in this case will be radius of 
20 to 25 miles. Broadcasts should 
be well received in Philly, with, 
siatie and fading negligible.’ 


Fred Hart’s European Trek 


San Francisco, July 27. 
Fred Hart, general manager of 
KGMB and KHBC, Honolulu, will 
do some globe-trotting in FEurope 
during the next several months with 
his wife and daughter. 
Trip is a graduation present to his 





_ daughter who got a diploma from 


Stanford University last May. 


W. Ayer agency is this week | 


|taken out, which brings the total to 
| nearly 4,000,000 receiving sets now 
| operating in France. 

| Increase of listeners during the 
‘past months is demonstrated by the 
49.000 new licenses taken out during 
the month of April this year. 


DONALD ABERT 
MGR. OF WIMJ 


Chicago, July 27. 


Effective Aug. 1, Donald Abert 


becomes manager of Station WTM4J | 
}in Milwaukee. 


He is son-in-law of 
Harry Grant, publisher and chief 
owner of Milwaukee Journal. 

Walter Damm continues in official 
| position of head of promotion de- 
i; partment of Journal and will also 
continue as contact on policy, net- 
| work negotiations, legal and admin- 
{istrative matters. 

Russ Winne continues as assistant 
manager and Bill Dittman as sales 
manager. 

Change effective August 1, but 
with station classified as before a 
division of Journal's promotion de- 
partment. 





Benny Friedman Gels 
Spensor for Grid Chats 


Benny Friedman, football coach of 
New York City College, will be spon- 
sored over Mutual out of WOR, New 
York, starting Sept. 12. Will do 
quarter-hour Sunday spiels at 11:30 
a.m. on the pigskin sport. 

Parker Watches will get the plugs. 
Placed by Lewis de Garmo agency, 
New York. 








WHITEMAN RELENTS? 


Auditioning Girl Singers—Swore Off 
Only Two Months Age 





Ft. Worth, July 27. 

Although Jazz King recently swore 
he was off girl entertainers forever, 
Station WBAP is helping Paul 
| Whiteman select a gal singer to fill 
| Ramona’s shoes and step into a con- 
tract with the Whiteman outfit. 

Auditions have been held daily for 
| the past three weeks, with approxi- 
|'mately 20 would-be torchies heard. 
| Whiteman, once a week, listens to 
| the best. 
| Maestro warns applicants the re- 
quirements are tough, the lucky girl 
not only having to be okeh for the 
air but must be a pix possibility. 


Carleton Smith’s Fast Work 


Washington, July 27. 


All-time record for speedy radio 
coverage of an important event was 








claimed last week by WMAL and 
WRC. 
Less than one minute after Sen. ! 


Alben W. Barkley of Kentucky was | 
chosen to succeed the late majority | 


leader, Sen. Joseph T. 
twin stations were on the air with a 


nationwide flash. In two minutes | 
| flat, newly-elected Senate leader 
was muttering into a microphone 


|}and expressing surprise at the sud- 


denness of it all. Fellow Senators 
were still congratulating him when 
mike was placed under his nose. 
Flash act was conducted by Carle- 
ton Smith, who burst into the caucus 
room with photographers and news- 
papermen a few seconds after Bark- 
lev 
vote, 


Robinson, | 


had won the election by one! 





$1,200,000 BIZ 
LOCALLY AT 
WOR 


For the first six months of 1937 
WOR billed more than $1,200,000 on 
what the station rates local biz. 
That’s a figure that tops WOR’s own 
national record, station doing only 
slightly better than $1,000,000 from 
January through June last year. 

In deciding what is revenue from 
other network biz, WOR classifies as 
its own commercials that are placed 





first on its facilities and later ex- 
pand to Mutual, figuring such biz 
would accrue to it whether there 
existed a network. 

WOR's nighttime hour rate is 
$925. 


‘Unfair’ Threat to Air 
Folks Cuffing Dates at 
Non-Union S.F. Resorts 


San Francisco, July 27. 

In an effort to prevent local radio 
artists and musicians from doing 
cuffo performances at nearby resorts 
employing non-union orchs., the Mu- 
sicians’ Union, Local No. 6, at San 
Francisco, has sent a letter to man- 
agers of bay district broadcasters to 
| caution staff members against mak- 
ing such appearances. 

Signed by Eddie B. Love, secretary 
of the union, the letier stated that 
radio entertainers failing to coe 
operate would’ be placed on the 
union’s unfair list. 


NEW YORK AGENCIES 
LISTENING TO ACTS 


Young & Rubicam Monday (26) 
auditioned as a trio the combined 
acts of Milton Douglas and Patricla, 
and the comic Harry Savoy. Nick 
Agneta, of the Curtis & Allen 
agency, put the two acts together. 
Savoy recently had a showing as & 
single for J. Walter Thompson. 

Another audition was that of bari- 
tone Robert Neede for N. W. Ayer. 
The singer, for long at Radio City 
Music Hall, has had some radio back- 
| ground. Audition was as a single for 
a quarter-hour program over CBS. 











| 








Abrams Foetball Caller 
For Brewing Sponsor 


Pittsburgh, July 27. 

Al Abrams, of ‘Post-Gazette’ who 
picks winners under the pseudonym 
of ‘La Marba’ has been signatured 
again by Duquesne Brewing for se- 
ries of broadcasts over WWSW dur- 
ing football season. It’s a half-hour 
spot every Friday night for three 
months, with Abrams naming his 
selections and giving general survey 
|of weekly grid situation. 











| WORKING VACATIONS 


| Canadian Spielers at Mountain Ke- 
sorts for Pick-ups 
| Winnipeg. July 27. 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
jumping across country for announc- 
ers to push into the summer remote 
| dance spots in the Canadian Rockies. 
| Have already taken one, Brian Hodg- 
{kinson, CKY, Winnipeg. and put him 
}at Jasper National Park, Alta, for 
| two weeks. Later going are Jack 
| Thompson and Freddie Haywood. of 
the independently owned CJRC, 
Winnipeg. They go to Lake Louise 
Nationa! Park, Alta.. for August and 
September, respectively. 
Case of holidays with 


| 
| 
} 


expenses 


paid, plus salary. 
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WPaAers Land Jobs 


Four ex-members of the 
WPA radio project, recently 
pink-slipped off the roster due 
to the appropriation cuts, have 


landed spots, (lf PROBLEMS 
Rosa Rubenstein is currently 


singing in the show at Radio emma: 














E-IN PROGRAMS 





+ 


, 


ideas such as the ‘time-savers 
thought motif for Longines necessi- 
tate research and preparation detail 
that the average local station on its 
own is not organized to perform, 
but is frequently able to sell or serv- 
ice when given a blueprint 

Some indications have been noted 
that big national advertisers increas- 


BIRMINGHAM 
DEAL ON WAPI 
WITH CBS 





City Music Hall Philip N ; 
“le. “a te as — . ingly favor the use of name-building 
fo) pa Clark has attached to the dra- 7 eeqeanee Built for Resale institutional campaigns ine the net- 
matic ta + . aa ‘ : < palg! SR 
F Shert pon at WMCA. George to Local Retailers Seen works, supplemented by the point- “> 
arenes fer teers Oe eee VANS Cole eres = ~ ited on Upbeat Despite Anti of-sale price-hammering locals to Indications are that the Federal 
gadio lest winter to ballyhoo the | McCaffery ona ened . ° nst= | actually drive customers into retail | Communications Commission will act 
t tr s a vacation play- pant “at —_ 2 job scripting Premium Rules and Na-} | establishments. n tw ases involving Col ; 
potato country a U pia) The World is Yours,’ Bureau of : ;on two cases involving Columbia 
ground and Pennsylvania and North Education of the Department of tional - Local Differential = oe | bt page ery ange 08 
Carolina have already earmarked the Interior program over CBS. Elimination in Some Com- Dealer tie-in a have ape S. Pr T a ee ke 
siderable sums to etherize, New | ay series of problems of their own. Per- | **" ing . Prall. hese applications 
— ‘ munities haps 30% of the communities in the | "¢Volve around CBS’ lease of KFSO, 


York State’s appropriation for the 
next year, a total of $200,000 for 
ballyhoo, will be expended in news- 


KDKA, PITTSBURGH, HAS 


a 





country have either retailing codes 
or city ordinances forbidding give- 


San and the net- 


work’s financial interest in the take- 
over of WAPI, Birmingham, Ala. 


Francisco, same 


| 
| 
, y , “oO asts ra) P 
apers, magazines and pamphlets 4] STAFF PERFORMERS DEALERS AS ‘FANS’ aways or premium contests. Ab wid Commissioners Norman Case and 
— a , 40 more towns have wiped out the Spas vai 
only. Radio is getting a complete | waste mitt 1 e O. O. Sykes had elected to defer act- 
: : nications national-local rate differential re- , ' . 
and definite go-by. | Pittst h. July 27 eentis ng on the applications until Prall 
. } Ss ro 7 “Ee le . 
Kelly, Nason & Winsten agency re- | ittsburgh, July 27. Dealer tie-up programs, designed had returned to his post. Since his 


cently grabbed the account for N. Y. 
State’s ballyhoo from Batten, Barton, 


Indications that KDKA will make 
a big play for local radio biz in the} 


' | industries, are expecte 10r 
fall were revealed over week-end | : ire expected to be more 


to fit the trade problems of specific 


Moreover eccentricities of a purely 


personal nature may arise. Resist- 


successor would not be expected to 
be acquainted with the facts in the 


Durstine & Osborn. (Bill Winsten, | .ien HA Woodman. station man-|2UMerous this ‘coming season, Pro- ance was created last egg to &/ case, it is believed that Case and 
who brought in the Ruppert beer ac- | gn se rey Pare <r Naan | grams tailored to measure for milk dealer program called ‘Hollywood | Sykes will proceed to dispose of the 





the groups. 


crease station’s regular artist staff to 
Placement 


of programs with the 


ments designs. Dealers didn’t go for 


| application which would turn this 


: ager, announce é : Te | animes? : as plac ; aia Sika 
count, had his name elevated to the | ;° z ced that flock of _ | companies, furniture stores, jewelers, | #°°™ Recipes’ which was placed on | issues by themselves. 
tong : formers, previously in the part-time $4 sUTES, J ers, eee tations by the Bigelow- Satailt a Svkes hi Figs = : 
firm’s title which formerly included | «,. 4:2); . : | undertakers bankers tilitie over 80 stations by the igelow-| Case and Sykes had okayed the 
me artist’ classification, have been , Ss, Dankers, ululities, in| q . ‘arnet C : sst had | transfer TAP]’s license back fr 
Elliott Roosevelt.) | eed a : lusive | SUrance brokers, opticians, druggists Sanford Carpet Co. Contest had /| transfer of WAPI’s license back from 
placed under contracts as exc ae rrorsré used en Sea nn on. | housewives (and 30% of their hus-| B. H. Hopson to the University of 
sustaining artists. Move will in-|& ocers, usea Car Gealers are among bmitting r arrange- | Alabama. but’ declined to pass the 
bands) submitting room  arrange- | Alabama, but declined to pass on the 
| 


ROY FROTHINGHAM IS 


41 members. 
| 


this so well as many of them were 


| same license over to a new operating 


os 7ear- ‘acts | local stations at local rates usuall - : : ; hia is . 

WEED’S FRISCO MAN Ry oh eng: Soya age poe nny | involves participation by the cere personally ignorant of interior dec- = bo vos be papers “sar 
Madelyn Ward, Pat Haley, Bill|facturer in the time costs and dona- oration and resented the ecucee ea Nocton und. Tl 4 Holt, a tiv 

—— Gibson, Umberto and Alfred Egizi, | tion of the entertainment end (usu- of their clientele above their shed gg pred ee! send -" i ” o my chs 

level of knowledge of furniture, col- | Alabamians. After they had ar- 


San Francisco, July 27. 


Rey Frothingham, former sales 


ally transcription) to the local dis- 
trib. 
ers on their own initiative create a 


Harry Azinsky, Aneurin Bodycombs, 
Adelaide Lasner, Sammy Fuller and 





In some cases program-build- 


ors, combinations, etc. Since then a 
straight program of Teddy Bergman 


ranged to take over the station's 
operation and construct a 50,000-watt 


“C j ‘ - . ‘ -+_ | George Heid. é ; : ; anemi . ; 
promotion manager for NBC West eae ; ’ pat Bt Pr = comedy, involving no interior dec- | transmitter. Norton and Holt got 
ern Division, and for the past sev- Woodman plans to rotate all of| combination entertainment-merchan- ti hight + eetahie Ween | CBS to come through with a major 
4 ail ; ion’ stainers | diz oration ‘highbrow s, has en- 
roare i fone ag Se .| these people on station’s sustainers! dizing combo and sell on fee or shar- P ‘= . 7 
eral years in business for himself as | countered smooth sailing for the | Part. of the required $75,000 for 


sales counsellor specializing in radio 
surveys, has been named Pacific 
Coast manager for Joe Weed. Latter 
was here last week. 

Frothingham will continue his 
present activities in addition to his 
work for Weed. 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


and likewise make them availabie | ing terms to radio stations whose 
for sponsors on all commercial pro-| sales staff then peddle to some firm 
grams. or group of firms in the commercial 
line’s community outpost, which is 
Don Martin, former WIP, Philly, | thereby provided with a ready-made 
gabber, joins staff of WTAR, Nor- | answer to ‘what to do in radio.’ 
folk, next Monday. Programs involving dealer tie-in 





same house. 

Local merchants and business men 
are apparently fans where radio 
programs, even their own, are con- 
cerned, and like or dislike on a per- 
sonal rather than a business basis. 





equipment costs. In return for this 
financing Columbia got 45% of the 
Voice’s stock. 





Eton Boys guest on Guif program 
over CBS on Aug. 15. 
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Transerigtion Biz at Standstill 
As A. F. M. Seeks More Orchestras 


> 





Transcription business is frankly | Make-Believe Play-by-Play 
at a standstill, negotiations for new Sponsored on WIND Gary 
fall contracts between various locals Chicago July 27. 
and individual stations are held up Re-creations of the White Sox out- 
in some cases (such as Philadelphia), | of town ball games will be spon- 
and the whole trade is speculating | sored on WIND, the Ralph Atlass 
on the possible outcome of the talks |\+.tion, by Morris B. Sachs stores 
now in progress between Joe Weber | }.4-6 ‘Re-creations ride from 7 to 8 


is ic 2 he . ; 
and his staff on an aoe and the | ,m. Set through the Schwimmer & 
radio industry on the other. Seott agency here. 


Joe Weber wants more orchestras 
Radio doesn’t want to assume the 
burden. Networks are looked to by 
the Musicians Union to line up their 
affivated stations for the alleviation 
xf unemployment im the craft. 

AFM has issued a ruling 


tions of the Cubs games on the sta- 
tion. 





Marsch labs, Jessie L. 
| Kaufman, Inc., and Muzak. Bruns- 


american 
to all 





Chicago Cubs sponsor the re-crea- |} 


reps from World Broadcasting, Trans- | 


i 


member-musicians that no record-| wick, RCA Mfg., Decca, Victor and | 
ings will be permitted after Aug. 15.) Mid-West were skedded for yester- | 


Present meetings are aimed to avoid} day (Tuesday). 
the necessity of carrying out that/be heard today 
order, Hearings are being held | tomorrow, with the electrical tran- 
every morning in the offices of/ scription interests set for Friday. 

ASCAP and the AFM board of di-| When the series of huddles are 
rectors is powwowing in the after- finished, the AFM board will hold a 
noons to consider the points raised | series of meetings on its own to de- 
at the morning sessions and to plan} cide what action to take. 
the next day’s strategy. Figured a/| stood that unless some more feasible 
tactical move by AFM to stage the} plan is advanced the non-recording 
hearings in the ASCAP sanctum,| edict will stand. None of the AFM 
since that body is co-operating with] heads have so far been willing to 
the musicians. | discuss what has transpired at any 

Present at Monday’s hearing were | of the sessions. 


Broadcasters will 


(Wednesday) and 


Under- | 


' 





That Metro Deal 


Louis K. Sidney eof Loew’s 
and WHN, New York, stated 





Tuesday that the Palmolive 
negotiations were definitely 
cold. Metro studie radio pre- 


gram is being dickered with a 
couple of other potential spon- 
sors, 
Hollywood, July 27. 

It is understood here that fur- 
ther efforts are in progress to 
iron out the terms that pre- 
viously halted the get-together 


of Benton & Bowles for Palm- 
olive-Colgate-Peet and Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer. Bill Murray 


ing the pump. 
Some $48,000 in time charges 


involved in deal Contract 
clauses on both sides were bar- 
riers to a deal. V'ho would be 
top kick, studio or sponsor, also 
involved. 














New Rep Firm Jells 


Chicago, July 27. | 
Ed Petry was in town last week | 
for a couple of sessions with Ed| 
Voynow, chief of the midwest ter- 
ritory. further the pr - | 
posed Voynow, Petry and Cristal| 
subsidiary rep office to handle a List | 
of small watt stations. 
Petry then headed for Kansas City | 
to confer with WDAF officials. 


Discussed 





You need KOA’s power 
to sell Colorado 


Ana not only does KOA 
sell Colorado but also large 
areas north and south, east and 
west. It dominates the Rocky 


Mountain Area in population 


i A Mountain Red Network Station 
‘ Programmed and Represented by NBC 


reached and response received. 






| 


| 





of the William Morris is prim- 
funder its new deal with I.N:S. 


Inside Stuf—Radio 


Girl taking shorthand notes was ejected from an Equity organizational 
meeting in New York City last week. Actors gathered around mumbling 
ominously and scared the miss silly. Girl was in on an Equity membership 
card and was taking notes for her present employer, a radio producer. 
Had she volunteered at the start of the meeting when a request for per- 
sons familiar with shorthand to take the minutes of the meeting was made 
her dots and dashes would not have started the near-lynching. 








Clarence Cosby, gen. mgr. of KWK, St. Louis, is serving as ‘contact man’ 
for Charlie Grimm, mgr. of Chicago Cubs, who is patient in St. John’s 
Hospital. Denied a radio to follow destiny of his team which is battling 
| for National League pennant Grimm keeps track through Cosby's aid. 
| As scores come to KWK over telegraph Cosby calls Grimm on phone 
and relays news. Both have been friends for many years and Grimm stil! 
| calls St. Louis his home. 





WNEW, New York, will use news flashes throughout the day and night 
Larry Nixon is now setting up a depari 
ment that will include himself and three news editors working eight-hou: 


weekly and $25,000 for talent is || shifts each. 


Station follows a policy of loose scheduling that permits news flashes 


| without disturbance to commercials. 


Orchestra leader who departed from a large radio station recently Zot 
the powder when his superior, also a conductor, learned of the leader's 
habit, long standing, of borrowing money from his men. I.0.U.’s outstand- 
ing are said to run into considerable money. 

Wedge is seen for Batton, Barton, Durstine & Osborne to get into the 
General Miils account, with the appointment of BBD&O to do promotion 
and active publicity for the account. 


Barton to Albany 
As Ayer Exec on Ford; 


Higgins, NBC, Bankrupt 


Edgar F. Higgins, NBC radio 
news editor, filed a voluntary petition 
in- bankruptcy Saturday (24) in U.S 
Split i Ti B : District Court, N. Y. 

D ime uying Liabilities listed at $649 and no 
ari: assets. He gave his address as 63 

N. W. Ayer agency is consolidating West 10th St. 

a larger percentage of its radio de- = 
partment in the home office in Phil- | 8% Sets ? 
adelphia. Leaving the New York te 3 
branch this week for the Quaker 


burg are Frank Coulter and Thomas 
McDermott. Fred Pflugfelder, chief 
of the Ayer radio works, continues to 








headquarter in N. Y., but spends 
much of his time in the home office. 

Another change which affected 
Ayer’s radio setup was the shifting 
of Frank Barton, Jr., to Albany to 
head that branch cubicle of the 
agency. Barton, till he was moved 
Monday (26), had been in charge of 
air time buying. 


In Albany Barton will be a one- 2] LOEW’S THEATRES 
man bureau. The office there was Exploitation possibilities 
established several years ago when b d th h e thea- 
the agency nailed the N. Y. State e ounce reugn oe 
milk campaign as an account. George tre-chain affiliations. 
Schwartz, who has been holding 
jown the post in the state capital «) SHOWMANSHIP AWARD 
for i has been sent to the Chi- ChosenbyVariety as New York's 
cago office. ° ° ; 

Showmanship Station No. 1. 


@ METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 
Affiliated with the world’s 
largest motion picture studio. 


Barton will have charge, in Al- 


bany, of the Ayer handling of Ford 
Motor’s Green Island assembly plant, 4 ) WLW LINE : 
which supplies upper N. Y. and a A combination of stations 


slice of New England. Thus will that offers the biggest buy 


the former air time buyer have a in broadcasting today. 
piece of the executive accounting 


of Ford, ’s bigges i ’ | 

At apidens Samer maiE coal Coulter © DUPLICATE COVERAGE 
are splitting Barton’s time buying Network sponsors use WHN 
activities. | for duplicate coverage — 
and extra sales! 





CHARLES MICHELSON $© PROGRAM PLANNING 


Experience and showmanship 
create the air’s most talked- 
about programs. 


FRONT MAN FOR WLW 


Cincinnati, July 27. 
Charles Michelson, publicity di- | 
rector of the Democratic National | 5000 WATTS 

Committee, has been signed to act! DAY 

for the Crosley Radio Corp. as pub- |! 
lic relations counsel. Deal was | Oy Warts 

worked out by Powel Crosley, Jr. | NIGHT 
Michelson is a than-none-such in- | 
sider in Washington politics. He! 
stays at the Capital. 
| 





WLW SHOW TO CBS 
‘Mary Sothern’ Serial Spreads for! 
Lehn & Fink 


Lehn & Fink agency is moving the 
script serial ‘Life of Mary Sothern’ 
from WLW, where it has been solo- 
ing over that station for Hind’s 
Honey Almond Cream to Columbia 
network this fall. Program has been 
on the Crosley broadcasting for 
about four years, last two of which 
have been sponsored by Hinds. 
Switch to network spread takes place 
Oct. 4. Program is a five-a-weeker, | 
and will be aired in a late after- | 
noon 15-min. niche 

Time has been bought on Colum- 
bia for a fall program for Pebeco by | 
Lehn & Fink, but th: type of pro- 
gram has not yet been selected. 


DIAL 1010 
New York 


City 








FCF 


GOOD NEIGHBORS 


We are licensed for service 
to Canadian homes ... but 
many families in the North- 
ern New York State listen 
regularly to CFCF during 
daylight hours. 




































Dan Wickenden, assistant trade , 
news contact at CBS, resigning to 
devote self to fiction scribbling. Has | 
a novel, ‘The Running of the Deer,’ | 
being brought out by Morrow ir | 
October. 
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No ‘Scandal’ Says F.CC. Examiner 


= 


Recommending Okay on WICN Deal 





_— 


Washington, July 27, 
Potential scandal over frequency- 
switching deal involving’ three 
Minnesota transmitters headed for 


complete fizzle last week when 
Federal Communications Commis- 
gion was urged to permit WCAL, 


WLB, Minneapolis, 
give WTCN, 


1250 


Northfield, and 


to move to 760 ke 
Minneapolis, full 
ke ribbon. 

Caught in cross-fre between 
Minnesota politicos, Examiner P, W. 
Seward recommended favorable ac- 
related applications 
pact via which 

WTCN would 


and 


time on the 


tion on three 
and white-w ashed 
newspapers owning 


pay $35,000 toward expenses incur- | 


red by the two college-owned sta- 
tions in installing equipment neces- 
sitated by frequeney-shifts. Com- 
mission last fall granted the pleas 
without a hearing but later revoked 








permits upon learning of the finan- | 


cial angles of the case 

Shift, which would up time af- 
forded the stations from 18 hours 
weekly to better than 60 hours, was 
advocated on the ground it will en- 
able the pedagogs to air more edu- 
cational programs and, by reason of 
related power boosts proposed, help 
them expand audiences. Seward 
noted that management of WCAL 
and WLB feel present share of the 
clock is inadequate to do the job 
thoroughly. 

Contention 

Controversial point ralsed by dis- 
closure of the agreement by which 
WTCN will help the colleges defray 
added expenses was pooh-poohed by 
Seward. No violation of the Com- 
munications law intended, he said, 
throwing out complaint that the deal 
was tantamount to paying cash for 
frequencies. 

‘The contract entered into between 
the applicants herein relating to the 
payment by Station WTCN to each 
of the other applicants the sum of 
$17,500, and to pay the legal and 





Gov. No Expert 


Washington, July 27. 

‘His Excellency’ tag carried 
by a Governor does not qualify 
the wearer as an expert wit- 
ness on technical phases of 
broadcasting. 

Dictum was laid 
week by F. C. C. Examiner 
Seward in reporting on the so- 
called Minnesota cases in which 


down last 


Gov. Elmer Benson sought to 
block frequency shift affecting 
the State university trans- 


mitter, In summarizing the 
evidence, Seward told the Com- 
mish he had granted a mo- 
tion to strike out testimony of 
the Governor concerning pos- 
sible coverage of WLB as now 
operated and as proposed to be 
operated ‘because it had not 
been shown that the witness 
was an expert and qualified to 
express an 
matters.’ 


opinion on such 





lrene Rich’s Day Grind 
Opening Chi Fur Store; 





Chicago, July 27. 











engineering expense incident to the 
filing and prosecution of these appli- 


cations, seems to be a contract that 


WTCN to 


¢ 


is binding upon Station 
make a contribution or donation o 
the sums to the other applicants, and 


does not appear to be a payment for | 


the assignment of the license now 
held by Stations WLB and WCAL to 
operate approximately eighteen 
hours per week on the frequency of 
1250 ke, nor does it appear to be a 
payment for the transfer of 
authority to use said frequency and 
it is not in violation of Sections 301 
and 310 of the Communications Act 
of 1934,’ Examiner reported. 
Opposing views taken by 
leaders of Minnesota’s Farmer-Labor 
party were reflected in the report, 
but Seward ritzed the objections of 
Gov. Elmer Benson, avowed foe of 
the papers which own WTCN. He 
sided with Senators Lundeen and 
Shipstead, who felt the colleges 


three | 


| York to present the fashion shows 


|for opening of their New Store, 


| Evans Fur Co., last week, played to 
}an estimated 25,000 people, doing a 
| continuous performance from nine 
} a.m. to 10 p.m. Build-up for the new 
included 24 spot announce- 
divided between three Chi 


stations, WAAF, WJJD and WCFL., 


store 


ments 


plus a mention on all Evans pro- 
grams. 

Retail fur company is one of 
heaviest local users of radio, with 


a current schedule of nine and three 
quarter hours, and firm 
90% of the credit for increase in 
yearly business from less’ than 
$100,000 to the present $1,500,000. On 
opening day, paid talent, mostly 
names, appeared for entertainment 
|at opening of the $75,000 equipped 
store. Bob Hawk’s ‘Red Hot and 


gives radio 


Pedro’s WGN were both broadcast 
directly from the store opening day 
With this, and the guest talent, the 
company planned to do only 
fashion shows, but had to 
the number to 
crowds. 
Accounts handled from beginning 
by Adolph F. Less of Auspitz & Lee. 


sight because of the 





channel and using more power. 


If upheld by the Broadcast Divi- | 


sion, the proposition will permit 
WLB to jump from 1 to 5 kw and 


WCAL to go from 1 kw nights-2'% | 
| who frequently appear on station, 


kw days to 5 kw. Former, owned by 
University of Minnesota, would have 
2-3 time. In return WTCN would get 
| unlimited hours, remaining a 1 kw 
plant, 





New Wolk (furriers) show starting 
!on WCAE, Pittsburgh, Thursday 
| night (29) will be short dramas with 
| music, using Bob Carter, Johnny 
| Mitchell, Stephanie Diamond, Pearl 
Hamil and Carl Dozer. Scripts are 
‘being written by Frank Seidel. 


29,000 Visited Place 





Bringing in Irene Rich from New | 


a 
= 


Portable Beauty Parlor Set Up At 


—=s 


NBC So Girls Can Last 3-Day Carnival 





Lucky Air Role 


Role of Martha in 
Other Wife,’ Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert serial over NBC, is 
now aim of nearly all the legit 


‘John’s 


ingenues of Broadway. Figured 
the part is lucky, 

Rita Johnson, who first had it, 
got a break in ‘Fulton of Oak 
Falls’ with George M. Cohan 
and was signed by Metro. Her 
replacement, Phyllis Welch, who 
got her chance last winter in 
‘High Tor,’ was also pacted by 


M-G-M. Expected to leave for 
the Coast at the end of Au 
Her successor not set. 


gust. 





97 ASK WOR 


Low Down’ shot on WAAF, and Don | 


two | 
increase | 


would benefit by shifting to the WJZ | 





| presented, 














TO AIR COOL 


Ted Streibert, general manager of 
WOR, York, 


with a _ petition on 


New presented 
(26) 


which made a mild demand that the 


was 
Monday 
station studios and offices be air- 
Paper was signatured by 97 
employees, staff 
performers, indie program producers 
using WOR and unattached 


cooled, 
office announcers, 
actors 


Just who got up the petition re- 


| mains a mystery, but over the week- 
|end it was passed around and signed 


it was 
There was a bit of a 
taunt in the paper, interpreted as an 
effort to prick the pride of WOR, for 
it was pointed out that smaller 
neighboring stations, WHN and 


by most of those to whom 


| WMCA, had air-cooled two studios 


each, while the big WOR still re- 
mained in the sweltering state. 


+ 








| toy balloons. 


Washington, July 27, 
Carnival spirit prevailed for three 
days, beginning last Tuesday (20) 
when National Broadcasting Co. 
opened its new Washington studios 
with all the whoop-de-doo of a New 


Orleans Mardi Gras. 

Three-day celebration was launched 
na sea of Scotch, when vice-pre 
dent Frank Russell entertained a 
horde of Washington correspondents 
and local scribblers. Next day was 
dedicated to advertisers and client 
but natives witnessed the b bales) 


loon spectacle when 20 chorus girls 
climbed to the roof of the Trans- 
Lux building to release 5,000 colored 
Finders of the gas 
bags were entitled to prizes given 
awey by the management. 

Actual dedication of WRC-WMAL 
took place Thursday night (22), with 
high Government officials, over 100 
members of Congress and topnotch 
NBC execs participating. While the 
big shots peeked into the intricacies 
of a broadcast station, Army search- 
lights—in a blaze of 2,400,000,000 
(billion) candlepower—picketed the 
building. Lights were manned by 
12 soldiers under the direction of 


Lieut. C. G. Patterson, U. S. A., and 
included red, white and blue rain- 
bow effects, which caressed the 
streamlined building during the 
show, powerful white spot which 
remained stationary, and _ search- 
lights which picked up Goodyear 


blimp flying over the downtown sec- 
tion in honor of the ceremonies. 

Staffs of both stations were near 
collapse at the end of three days. 
To save girl employes from worry- 
ing over their hair and complexions 
during the day, portable beauty shop 
was set up in the studios. Operators 
from the beauty parlor owned by 
the wife of Gordon Hittenmark, 
WRC announcer, comprised the res- 
cue squad. 





Vaughn de Leath week-ending at 
Easton, Conn., house. 
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ALE CARNEGIE 
WOULD LIKE THIS: 


We've won more friends 


and influenced more 
people in the Philadelphia 
market than any other sfa- 
tion—local or otherwise. 


50,000 WATTS 





UAL 


ROBERT A. STREET. Commercial Manager 
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Transradio Rep in Philly City Hall 
Scooping Dailies Under Their Noses 





Philadelphia, July 27. 
Bitter feud over news-gathering 
facilities that may lead to a show- 
down battle between press and radio 
is brewing here since opening of a 
three-man Transradio Bureau in 
Philly two weeks ago. 





City eds of dailies plenty crisping 
since the radio outfit last Monday | 
stationed a reporter in City Hall to} 
cover news there. By having him| 
on the scene, service gets tips as fast 


as papers do and beats them to the 
break by as much as an hour and 
a haif. Previously radio stations 
never got local stories until papers 
were on the street, except in un- 
usual cases where the INS and UP 
bureaus serving them phoned a tip 
before story went out on wires. 


That Room 619 
What’s particularly heating up the 
dailies on the City Hall situash is 
that the Transradio man is making 











| 
| 


| 





headquarters in room 619, which is 
set aside for newspapermen. Re- 
sentment isn’t so much at his use of 
phones and other equipment provid- 
ed by City Editors’ Association, co- 
operative group, but on quick tips 
he gets by using this room. News- 
papermen who cover the Hall, by 
long years of careful work, have 
trained police switchboard and mu- 
nicipal operators to call 619 secretly 
and tip them off when they hear of 
a story. 

When Trans man first appeared at 
619 last week, he told inquiring re- 
porters he was from UP. Quick 


check there proved he did not rep- | 


resent the Scripps-Howard service 
and it was thought he was a law- 
yer’s runner. Other reporters got 
detective to confront him and he pro- 
duced his real credentials. 








Sunday Evenings 





Memo. from Eddie Cantor: 


Cast 


(Helen Troy) 





Music By: 





Arrangements: 





Announcer: 





For making “Texaco Town” the out- 
standing summer show in radio—thanks to 


IGOR GORIN 
PINKY TOMLIN 
SAYMORE SAYMORE 


EDDIE STANLEY 
SIDNEY FIELDS 


JACQUES RENARD 


FELIX MILLS 


JAMES WALLINGTON 


Entire Production Under Direction of 


VICK KNIGHT 


CBS 


Daugherty Agency, St. L., 
In Best Spieler Award 


St. Louis, July 27. 


Some 40 mikemen, representing 
KWK, KSD, KMOX, WTMV, WIL, 
WEW and KFUO, in metropolitan 
St. Louis district, are eligible for 
contest being conducted by Jimmy 
Daugherty Agency, Inc., to determine 
best announcer. Brad Simpson, rep- 
resenting agency, said committee 
will make selection on versatility of 
| announcer rather than make several 
| awards for various classifications of 
| work, 

Daugherty Agency intends to make 
|contest an annual affair and an ap- 
propriate trophy will be awarded 
each year. Award for current year 
will be made shortly after Labor 

Day. To aid committee in making 
choice waxes will be made when 
participants are on air. 





Curtis & Allen Building 
All-Girl Radio Ensemble 


Curtis & Aller agency is building 
a 12-piece all-gal orchestra for radio 
and vaude. Imogene Rose, lass who 
wielded the willow over the femme 
crew used in the all-skirted Major 
Bowes unit which toured vaude- 
filmers this past spring, has been set 
as batoneer by the agency, with the 
musikers now being lined up. 

First try of Curtis & Allen will be 
to use the orch as the nucleus of an 
all-femme 
hour duration in which agency will 
attempt to interest a sponsor for a 
network spread. 

The only all-gal band in radio is 
the one headed by Phil Spitalny, 


Scriet Reading Board 





Winnipeg, July 27. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. (Win- 
nipeg office) have set up a board for 
the purpose of reading radio scripts. 
Board consists of five members, with 
scripts being rotated among all five 
members. 

Hopes are they will uncover some 
fresh writing talent for radio. 


McLinn’s Bad Fall 


Philadelphia, July 27. 





|; supe at WIP, slipped in his apart- 
ment last Monday and dislocated his 
hip. He'll be in Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital for several weeks. 


His 6:30 spot being handled by 
|staffer Jack Barry, while Don 
Martin, free-lance, does 11:15 p.m. 
; turn, 


radio program of half-| 





' 
} 


} 
| 


Stoney McLinn, sports spieler and | 





ATLANTIC C0.’S 
LOCAL SPORTS 
EDITORS 


Atlantic Refining, through its 
agency, N. W. Ayer, this week de- 
cided to locally spot sports spielers 
on individually selected 
Unlikely that Ted Husing 
used as last year. 

Ayer agency is contacting local 
sports editors in a flock of towns 
from Boston to Georgia with an eye 
toward getting a host of ’em set te 





stations, 
will be 


| . . 
| gossip about the gridiron on stations 


in their respective towns once the 
football season gets underway in late 
September. 

Atlantic Refining has bought the 
home grid games of Carnegie Tech. 
Will be broadcast over KDKA and 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, locale of the 
school. 

One big tilt on Carnegie’s schedule. 
the Notre Dame game, will be piped 
to WOR as an adjunctive airing out- 
let. 


BURYL LOTTRIDGE 
HEADS REGIONAL 


Oklahoma City, July 27. 


Buryl Lottridge becomes manag- 
ing director of the Oklahoma net- 
work, the appointment being made 


by network directors last week. In 
accepting this new position Lottridge 


resigns as assistant manager of 
KOMA, Oklahoma City, where he 
has been located for the past six 


weeks as assistant to Neal Barrett. 

Lottridge’s job as managing chief 
of the eight-station Oklahoma chain 
will include complete supervision of 
all network activities, both sustain- 
ing and commercial. 

Oklahoma network has a list of 
eight affiliate stations in Ponca City, 
Enid, Muskogee, Elk City, Shawnee, 
Ada, Ardmore and Oklahoma City. 
Local key outlet in KTOK. Okla- 
homa web is a part of the Mutual 
system. Joseph H. McGillora is na- 
tional sales rep. 


James Wallace, chief engineer of 
KVI, Seattle-Tacoma, spent weekend 
in Spekane making arrangements 
for the Western Convention for the 
Institute of Radio Engineers to be 
held in that city Sept. 1-3. 





| Yes, 
more coverage 


station. 
statement. 


And _ here’s 


ket alone. 


Vermont, New Hampshire. 


also detailed 
this billion dollar market. 


WTIC covers all of Connecticut, west- 
ern New York, eastern Massachusetts, 
In WTIC’s 
primary coverage area is an audience 
of 1,737,810 and in its secondary cov- 





WTIC does offer the advertiser 
in the rich Southern 
New England market than any other 
proof of that 
During the week from 
February 28 to March 6 the Ross Fed- 
eral Research Bureau made over 12,000 
telephone calls in the Hartford mar- 
: Here is a summary of the 

| results obtained. 


were taned te 
wric., 


60.72%, 
24.37%, 
6.54%, 
2.28%, 


were tuned te the 
next mest popti- 
lar station. 


were tuned to the 
third most popu- 
lar station. 


were tuned te the 
feurth mest 
popular statien, 





brochure which not only gives full 
facts on the Ross Federal Survey but 


erage area there is an additional Se 
1,660,626 making a total potential au- ° were tun 

| dience of 3,398,436. In income, retail 6.09 /o other stations. 

| sales, and radio ownership this WTIC 

| area is far above the national per 

| capita average. 

= t call 

| Write today for our new 32-page 100.00 a. tetal calis 

| 
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information concerning 
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PAUL W. MORENCY, General Mer. 
National Kepresenta 
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50,000 WATTS 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


The Travelers Broadcasting Service Corporation 
Member NBC Red Network and Vankee Network 


JAMES F. CLANCY, Businsss Mer. 
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VARIETY 


Radio 
Directory ... 


ITS MOVING ALONG 





The first annual VARIETY RADIO 
DIRECTORY is on its way. 


For immediate delivery we suggest 
you order your copy now. 


Orders will be filled as received. 


Price $5 the copy. 


* 
HOLLYWOOD NEW YORK CHICAGO 
1708 No. Vine St 154 West 46th St. 54 W. Randolph St 
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INA CLAIRE 
With Osgood Perkins, Louis Hector, 
Julian Noa, Charles Webster, 


Helen Choate, Burford Hampden, 

Arthur Maitland, William Pod- 

more, Neil O’Malley, John Brewes- 

ter, Charles Romano, Mary Mi- 

chael, Ray Wright, Howard Claney. 
*Madame Sans Gene’ 

60 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 8 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

This must rate as an improvement 
over Shakespeare so far as radio is 
concerned. Reason is simple: Sar- 
dou’s plotting is in the radio idiom; 
Shakespeare’s is not. Again the 
French playwright’s script is not 
sacred, may be cut at will, adapted 
to suit radio and can be followed 
as a story without a textbook. 

Ina Claire is a name of top rank 
in legit and probably better-than- 
average in familiarity percentage 
with the public at large. ‘Madame 
Sans Gene’ has a full-bodied plot, 
action enough and complications 
eriough to fill out an hour. Per- 
formances were first rate and the 
entertainment content, once the 
rather cumbersome first three or 
four minutes were gotten out of the 
way, was passable. 

However there were lessons in this 
comparatively light sustainer not un- 
like the results of the heavier 
Shakespeare series. What is the 
deadline of presumption of public 
tolerance for a program that diligent 
listening, ear to loudspeaker, cannot 
completely follow? And ‘Madame 
Sans Gene’ although lucid most of 
the way, had more than a few mo- 
ments (15 characters spoke) of fog- 
giness as to what was happening and 
to whom. In particular, the getaway 
must have prompted turnoffs. 

Land. 


CHARLES BENFORD 
Commentator 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Mon.-Thurs., 9 p. m. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 


With Gabe Heatter heading out on 
a month layoff this week, Benford 
was brought up from WOL, Washing- 
ton, where he recently quit as both 
news disher and interpreter. Has 
excellent diction and a sense of tim- 
ing. If he can continue to chart a 
course like his debut Monday (26) 
Fg looks like WOR has dug up some- 
thing. 

From Washington, Benfdrd on his 
‘~initialer showed he had alert ears 
and eyes when camping in the capi- 
tal. He knows politics and seems to 
have a good background on general 
events. Half a dozen wet-ink news 
events got good, sober interpreta- 
tion, but it was his major scalpel- 
Serving job that focused attention on 
11m. 

Sinking his teeth into the sensitive 
subject of the A. F. of L. rassle 
with the C.1L.O. for labor dominance, 
Benford did a cleaner-cut, more real- 
istic and far more penetrating job 
than is customary from majority 
radio or newspaper by-liners. Yet, 
unlike such partisans as Boake Car- 
ter, his dissertation was calm and 
objective. He stalked and snagged 
his game quite dispassionately. And 
it was impressive. Bert. 





ORSON WELLES 
‘Les Miserables’ 
Drama 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WOR, Newark 

Well, here’s some more radio cul- 
ture. And it’s still a half-hour stage 
wait as far as average radio listeners 
are concerned. 


Orson Welles is an excellent actor; 
‘Les Miserables’ is an excellent 
novel; WOR has managed a pretty 
good radio version of it (Welles did 
his own adaptation) and it was 
pretty well staged. But, like the 
CBS Shakespeare series, or like the 
NBC Shakespeare series, it was just 
plain dull. And what are you going 
to do about that? It may be good 
for you, like classics were in school, 
but where’s the chocolate coating? 

WOR claims it isn’t trying to fol- 
low in the footsteps of its competish 
with this new slab of 
seems it thought up this idea all by 
itself long before anyone stuck a 
copy of Shakespeare into the eager 
mitts of the big chains. Maybe. And 
if so, so what? 

Welles is going to do this Victor 
Hugo novel in seven installments, of 


which the half hour hunk Friday | 


night (23) was the beginning. Maybe 
there'll be someone left to listen to 
the finish six weeks from now and 
maybe not. 

The way it’s done is supposed to 
be something new. Welles narrates 
the yarn and it fades in and out, in 
dramatized hunks. Hard to tell 
what’s new about that. Or which 
chunks are better—the acted-out 
ones, or the Welles-narrated ones. 

Welles is an excellent actor, that 


has been noted before; let it be noted | 


again. He gets good support from 
Whitford Kane, Martin Gabel. Alice 
Frost. Frank Readick, Ray Collins 
and Will Geer. But it’s still Welles 
who counts. For 10 minutes it’s a 
pleasure to forget the program and 
listen to his voice. For a half hour? 
Well, that’s asking quite a lot, isn’t 
it? Kauf. 


WTAR Transmitter Salute 
Special 

110 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

WTAR, Norfolk, Va. 

Earful of WTAR history and con- 
tributions to community plus sing- 
ing by local artists who attended af- 
fair marking the dedication of new 
transmitter. Mechanical reception 
confirmed statements that new facili- 
ties and directional antenna would 
help etherizing. 

City officials of Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth followed Campbell Arnoux 
and J. L. Grether in speeches, the 
openers giving insight into work of 
station and the city fathers saying 


some complimentary things about 
station. 
Earleyne Schools, 14-year old 


singer of Norfolk; the Lions Club 
Quartet, Marguerite Bonney, Lillian 
Weast Terrie and Evelyn Ficarra 
were used. Jeff Baker was mc. 
Program marked by reading of con- 
gratulatory telegrams but anything 
like exaggerated blowing of station’s 
own bugle was smartly avoided. 
Travis Barnes closed with songs. 
Sand. 


culture; it 


DOROTHY GISH 

‘Couple Next Door,’ with Harold 
Vermilyea, Harriet Widmer, Jack 
Brinkley 

Serial 

15 Mins. 

PROCTER & GAMBLE 

Daily, 11 a.m., CDST. 

WGN, Chicago 

(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 


First move in an indicated revision 
of a long-standing B-S-H save-ex- 
pense policy against the use of 
names of any kind on morning script 
shows is the booking of Miss Gish 
and Harold Vermilyea to do the vis- 
a-vis on this a.m. five-a-weeker. It 
indicates that not only B-S-H but 
Procter & Gamble is noticing a tight- 
|}ening of the competition for listen- 
lers, with the women being mobbed 
with heart-throb periods from 9 a.m. 
to early sfternoon. And these shows 
|are becoming so similar that it takes 





jan expert to distinguish one pr=gram 


| from another. Only a difference in 


| title and character names indicates | 


jany real difference between 
| grams, 

This is the fault of the writers (but 
| they get peanuts mostly), since they 
jhave fallen into a habit of stalling 
and stretching that has a program 
|take six or seven or a dozen episodes 
| to let one character catch a train or 
| kiss his wife. 
| Habit of dawdling sadly hinders 
| this particular show. It is a comedy 
and should have snap and pace. In- 
|stead, it lingers slowly along the 
| roadside and never bothers to get up 

and go. It needs sparkle badly, for 
|sparkle is something that no per- 
|former, no matter how good, can 
impart to a script soggy with stodgi- 
ness. 

Miss Gish is the third femme lead 
for this morning show in the past 
|few weeks,’and is bringing a certain 
professional touch to the program. 
She does, however, need an easier 
approach to the microphone. She 
seems somewhat afraid that it’s go- 
jing to jump any minute and bite 
|her. Once she’s over that tension 
and can meet a microphone face to 
|face without tightening up her 
| throat, Miss Gish figures as a good 
script performer who can do a 
straightforward, serviceable job, and 
can still be Miss Gish of the w.k. 
Gish sisters. 

There remains one thing that the 
agency must remember—that names 
in the business don’t always rate as 
names to the listener in Ardmore, 
Oklahoma. Harold Vermilyea was 
in Chi last season with ‘Boy Meets 
Girl,’ which is well and good. He is 
a solid performer and knows his way 
around a line, but it will take more 
than enthusiastic frenzy on the part 
of the announcer to convince the 
lady up in Mitchell, S. D., that Ver- 
milyea’s a personality of topflight 
importance, 

Excellent jobs are done on this 
show by Miss Widmer and by Jack 
Brinkley, who do a colored couple 
with plenty of good, old-fashioned 
radio wallop. They received no 
credit mention. Gold 


pro- 





Roy Shield back from Coast to 
Chicago NBC orchestral duties, and 
getting ready for three Grant Park 
concert dates. 




















THE CINCINNATI MARKET — 
... In Radio Language that’s WSAI 


A potential audience of more than one million 
listeners in the rich industrial Cincinnati area. 


These WSAI listeners are your buyers ... and 
WSAI is the Cincinnati Buy. 


Robert G. Jennings, in charge of Sales and Programs, Cincinnati 
New York and Chicago Offices: Transamerican Broadcasting & Television Corporation 


4. Ralph Corbett, Inc. 


@ BASIC RED NETWORK, N. B. C. 
@ MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


@ THE WLW LINE 
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Follow Up Comment | 


Fleischmann Yeast summer bank- 
roll-skimper was found in its third 
week doing what it failed to on its 
debut—play down to the audience it 
seeks. Program Sunday (25) on 
NBC, bunched around Werner Jans- 
sen orchestra was minus the lofty- 
brow classical selections and the 
Carnegie Hall approach. Replacin 
was Buddy Rogers as guest an 
down-to-the-audience numbers, 

Rogers, fresh back from his 
Hawaiian honeymoon, slipped in in 
two slots. Near the start he warbled 
‘It is Love or Infatuation’ in his cus- 
tomary uncertain baritone, Later 
he did his time-tried ol’ reliable 
stunt of playing seven instruments in 
quick succession while the band 
breezed through a brisk piece. His 
versatility bit registered well over 
the ozone. 

Loretta regular and _ sole 
vocalist on the 30-min. program, had 
but one shot, but bounded over 
capitally with a pop blues. 

Orchestral standouts were Nat 
Shilkret’s ‘Plantation Dance,’ and the 
finaling medley of Neapolitan airs 
which was concluded with ‘“Taran- 
tella.’ 








Lee, 


Tommy Farr, English heavyweight 
champion, in this country for a bout 
with Joe Louis, did about two min- 
utes’ talking in an interview with 
|Clem McCarthy over the NBC blue 
|band on a 7:15 p.m. spot. Before 
|McCarthy got around to chatting 
| with the Welshman, soft-spoken and 
better-voiced than topflight Ameri- 
can pugilists, a string of boxing- 
|newspaper world figures said their 
|piece. Listeners undoubtedly would 
|have preferred to hear more from 
Farr and less from the commenta- 
tors, some of whom had never seen 
the contender in the ring. 

Best talker in the lot was Jimmy 
Bronson, former adviser to Gene 
Tunney. Bronson did so well that 
McCarthy said he could have a job 
as a sports commentator in radio, if 
and when he quit managing fighters. 

McCarthy, working without a 
script, was only fair. Words do not 
seem to flow as freely from his lips 
on the quizzing assignment as in his 
‘calling’ a horse race or a champion- 
ship bout. Sid Mercer, of the Jour- 
nal-American; Nat Fleisher, pub- 
lisher of The Ring; Jeff Dickson, 
Mississippi-born promoter of big 
matches on the other side of the 
pond; Charles Barnett, of the London 

ews and a referee, and Ted Broad- 
ribb, Farr’s manager and a bit Cock- 
ney in accent, were the other mikers. 














Crosby Gaige, legit producer, cook 
and gourmet, dished out a flavorsome 
talk on the latter two specialties, as 
guest for ‘Heinz Magazine of the 
Air’ over CBS. Not a new radio 
stunt for Crosby, who emceed and 
experted on a network morning pot 
pourri of household-entertainment 
features last winter. Here he had a 
longer stretch on which to spiel, but 
made it pass rather quickly. Fitted 
snugly into the pattern of the ‘Maga- 
zine’ and of its femme audience. 

Crosby closed his remarks on how 
he entertains guests at his country 
home, where and what he serves 
them, and the like, with a soup 
recipe given to him by Adrienne 
Morrison, ‘talented mother of Joan 
and Censtance Bennett.’ 





Jerry Belcher, conducting his first 
‘Our Neighbors’ NBC blue band 
broadcast from Hollywood (July 25), 
interviewed a group of film names 
and relatives around the swimming 
pool at the home of Jimmy Fidler. 
Affair was quite informal, with water 
splashing and cries of sports makers 
in the background. Fidler, leading 
off, was a poised and well-spoken 
but wary answer man. Columnist 
exercised understandable caution in 
particularizing on cases where pur- 
suit of a picture career had caused 
or contributed to divorces. He did 
mention the 1l-year marriage of the 
Dick Arlens as one of the instances 
where the opposite held true. Mrs. 
Fidler begged off after a few words, 
to be followed by the laugh-provoker 
of the half hour, Andy Devine, who 
delivered an effective plug for his 
latest film, ‘Chicago,’ for 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, Director Henry King and 
Producer Daryl Zannuck. 

Mrs. Devine then spoke briefly. 
Arlen chatted about his 19 years in 


the mike to say that daddy was his 
favorite star. Brian Donlevy, the 
next interviewee, seemed to epito- 
mize restrained masculinity. A good 
talker was this actor, giving his age 
as 33. Jane Withers’ breezy per- 
sistent chatter probably pleased her 
fans, but neutral listeners may have 
detected a note of precociousness and 
over-coaching in the 1l-year-older. 
Her mother, speaking with a tinge 
of Georgia accent, sounded pleasant 
and sensible. 





‘Music for Radio,’ original com- 
position by Aaron Copland, which 
was played for the first time last 
Sunday (25) afternoon by Howard 
Barlow and the Columbia Symphony 
Orchestra over the CBS chain, might 
be called a ‘program piece.’ Charit- 
able judgement would probably 
classify it as second rate. Composi- 
tion (at least on first hearing) is un- 
distinguished. It has no particular 
theme nor character and Copland’s 
orchestration is less than brilliant. 
Comparison with the great classics is 
hardly fair, of course, but pro- 
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pictures; Richard, Jr., 4, came up to] 
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CAPT. BOB BAKER 

Interviews 

15 Mins. 

GENERAL MILLS 

Monday-Friday, 1.45 p.m., EDST, 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummertt) 

Final 15 minutes of the ‘Gold 
Medal Hour’ now brings Capt. Bab 
Baker from Hollywood. Spieler sets 
up his mike at one of the studios 
and does the question and answer 
routine with film personalities. Calls 
it ‘Hollywood in Person.’ 

Session caught (23) brought 
Charles Starrett, Columbia’s cowboy 
star, assisted by Don Grayson. First 
portion, in which Starrett told about 
his New England upbringing and his 


accidental entry in pictures and 
hoss roles, was soynd stuff. So was 
the actor’s explanation of western 


pix and their strict moral code that 
must conform to juve educational re. 
quirements. 

Couple of brief ‘dramatizations.’ 
however, were out of the old hokum 
bucket and the palsy-walsy patter 
between Baker and Starrett sounded 
about as natural as a grade school 
commencement speech. Seems 
likely that with careful preparation 
‘Hollywood in Person’ might be built 
to carry a definite studio atmosphere. 

As usual with commercials, the 
blurb for Bisquick baking powder is 
overboard. Hobe. 


‘ADVENTURES ABROAD’ 

With Cornelius Peoples, Frank Arm- 
strong, Jerome Walter, Jacqueline 
Feureman, Rosemary Dillon 

Kid Serial 

15 Mins.—Local 

GOLDENROD ICE CREAM 

Mon., Wed., Fri., 5:30 p.m., CDST. 

WGN, Chicago 

(Salem Baskin) 

Serial strives to be ‘educational’ 
by having a bunch of kids run 
around Europe, with an accompany- 
ing adult, pointing out the sights. 
Then, at the end of the episode, 
wham, a plot hits. But it’s done in 
such a way that even adults might 
be left wondering why and where 
it came from. 

Main trouble is in the writing. Not 
only has the scripter made such 
elemental mistakes as word and 
phrase repetition (for no legitimate 
reason), but characterizations are 
nil, and the kid appeal just isn’t 
there. Another bad fault is the 
breathless production, which never 
lets down, or changes tempo. 

Show does get away from mob- 
sters, gun fire, and screaming women 
though. But who'll listen? Loop. 





grammed just before a Mozart sym- 
phony, ‘Music for Radio’ emerged as 
definitely lightweight material. 
Composition, third in a series of 
six written specially for the Colum- 
bia Composers Commission, is to be 
named by the listeners. One offer- 
ing the most suitable title will be 
given an autographed copy of the 
score. Henry Neely’s program com- 


ments on the show are properly 
brief, but could use a touch of 
humor. 





Phil Spitainy and his 30 (presently 
34) ‘lovely ladies’ continue doing a 
right pert and pretty job for General 
Electric over NBC-Red on Monday 
evenings at 9:30. Boss hasn't let 
down on his charges and they con- 
tinue to display improvement and 
the results of terrific drilling at each 
periodical ear-cupping. 

Maxine, the low and throaty ton- 
siler, and Three Little Words con- 
tinue along tgeir same paths. Re- 
maining good and far from stale is 
the vocal backgrounding of the or- 
chestral group. Evelyn, only mu- 
sician getting billing, paces the gals 
well in her first-fiddle berth and 
grates the gut with a sensitive stroke 
when soloing. These gals must get 
bleary-eyed praciicing. Results show 
it. 

Big improvement lies in the grow- 
ing ability of the crew as a whole. 
The brass section can triple-tongue 
with a rhythmic suaveness the equal 
of many a masculine organization. 
Flute duo was exceptional sample. 
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Agencies—Sponsors L.B.Makes a Speech | Pacific Coast Radio Notes 
Cincinnati, July 27. Oe ee 
A one-minute message, in 
Blackett- -Sample-Hummert has a;up on WCAU and WCAO on Aug. 6, which he classed Cincinnati as John Nesbitt’s ‘Passing Parade’, wood, returning to San Francisco 
new account in F & F cough drops, | one program earlier than on WABC. the radio capital of the world | swings from NBC to Mutua! Sept. 12. for the Carnival program Aug. 6 
and’ will debut the product in radio Show will then have done 13 weeks. and tossed posies at the four “ae | over the coast NBC-Red web. 
this winter via national spot cam- | — \} other local stations, was deliv- || Charles Lapwerth has joined candid —_—— 
paign over as yet unselected sta- | Chemo-Ray Eye Institute of San || ered by L. B. Wilson in dedi- |} to handle series on ‘What the Papers| Jim Bannon has joined the KHJ 
zjons. Francisco and Oakland, through cating the new  10,000-watt | Say.’ Also handles ‘What the Critics | announcer staff. Formerly was with 
Rufus Rhoades & Co., has signed a | transmitter of WCKY to the { Say,’ using editorial opinions on pic- | WABC in New York on KMOX, St. 
Deyle Packing Co. (‘Strongheart’ year’s contract for _ twice-weekly || station's listeners. tures and legit. Louis. 
dog food) starts Aug. 23 on WOR broadcasts of a quarter-hou1 tran- | Said Wilson: igiceaiiincpeden aiglananas 
with series of thrice-weekly recorded | scribed se! _ “House of Peter Mc- | ‘Cincinnati is recognized as Eric Snowden has joined Brewster John Frazer, freelance announcer 
musical five-min. programs. Agency Gregor, over KFRC, San Francisco, |} the capital of the radio world Morgan in preparing Shakespearean | in Frisco, has joined staff at KEHE 
3s Charles Dallas Reach. Starting vuly 23. With WLW, the world’s most eries for Columbia Broadcastin: 
A es powerful station, located here Don McNamara. who ha been 
Five stations will be added Aug. 15 Heinz Magazine ef the Air’ in- and M th such ¢ xcellent stations Olsen and Jehnson hopped to Cat working in films, has rejoined an- 
to the NBC basic coast Red netw ork pe niacin een wae ween) ey ee as WKE WSAI and WCPO lina for next three Richfield broac nouncing staff at KMTR. 
releasing Cardinet Candy ‘Night ao hours over BS av Se ee Cine innati's casts. Jan Garber has succeedec . 
Editor’ program with Hal Burdick | ‘“* Kly, commencing Aug. 31 rane Tame, we of WCKY feel George Hamilton’s ork Glen Mitchler, former staff bari- 
on Sundays. The new outlets are e ; ie that we are n splendid com- tone at KLX., Oakland, made first 
KDYL, Salt Lake City; KOA, Den- Saerwin-Wittame ‘paints ) com- pany and must be wide awake Johnny Luther and Gang back | Los Angeles appearance over KMP%: 
ver: KTAR, Phoenix; KGIR, Butte =e neces over WOR Se pt. & wu ith a at all times to render the great- from: eentern tour fo* Moltrwoed 
and KGHL, Billings. On the same = ree api gos ae Wednesdays | est possible service to a critical Barn Dance’ on KNX (Hollywood) Armand Girard, baritone, and the 
date the show will change time, @"% SPOts on Mondays and Fridays anc discriminating audience : Southern Harmony Four of NBC’e 
moving from 9:15 p.m. PST to the Zephyr cigarette se iis | Fred Jones resigned as publicity |San Francisco staff have been booked 
9:00 o'clock spot formerly occupied Fishes Mekouae a primp ee ‘EVANSVILLE N director of KEHE. Succeeded by | by the web’s Artists Service for the 
by Duart’s ‘Passing Parade.’ On the 15. minutes pret 2 ‘ard “9 — 0 CBS |Lewis C. Patterson, formerly i Midnight Review at the Stockton 
following Sunday, Aug. 22, the Ow! podem ieatsiniens wee Banos director for WCAE in Pittsburg (Cal.) Memorial Auditorium Aug. 10. 
Drug Company will shift its “Treas-  .)). ‘ange trees Ae cites ‘al | IN ABOUT SIX WEEKS | —_—_— 
ure Island’ program to the present teanecelntion Prema = i *. a tet vington C vemhet of the Wil- Ten - year-old Peter Loyanich, 
‘Night Editor’ period. The Owl show mas act set / me xm Mg > . a os liam Esty office feted 50 radio edi- | pianist, and his father, Peter Lyons, 
is now aired at 7:15 p.m. 20 th eprint cs Wise ov , 7 Ne + will be-| tors when Benny Goodman returned | violinist at KYA, San Francisco, 
Tomaschke-Elliott agency, Oak- ee - ee oe ae , oper renee: fl 44 ate aS SOON AS! ty the Palomar nitery in Los An- | have gone to Philadelphia, where the 
land, handles the Cardinet account VA = oe Sorcese gee aacueie ao sr ten a" a ; : t 9 1 ns 3 cele boy will study with Jose Iturbi for 
and D'Evelyn & Wadsworth, San Monday, Wednesday and Friday |from that town to the nearest net- month 
Francisco. has the Owl program morning newscasts on WLW by Peter | work cut-in. This. it is figured, will Bing Crosby went spicler again : 
1 Grant. chief announcer of Crosley’s take between four and six weeks,| When he _ interviewed riders od Muriel Ireland of the hes Sco de- 
Petri Cigar Co. (Van Camp and La 500.000-watter. Contract for "13 Station operates at 250 watts davs jockey quarters at Del Mar July 24 |partment and Carl : Christiansen, 
Nativ dad cigars) through Emil | weeks placed’ by the Franklin Bruck | and 100 watts nights on. 1,370:k. itv | technician, at KY A, San Francisco, 
Brisacher & Staff, is spotting 100 agencv. NYC. NBC is represented in the same Olcott Vail, concert master fol | recently received final citizenship 
announcements on KGO, San Fran- < : town by WGBF. which operates at Raymond Paige on Hollywood Hotel, papers. Miss Ireland was formerly 
cisco, over a one-year period begin- WFIL. Philadelphia. 15-minute | 1.000 watts days and 500 watts ni slat has been signed in the same capac- | @ 3ritish subject; Christiansen was 
ning July 20. commercial has Mrs. Morrison's Pud- | 0n 630 k.c. ity by Robert Armbruster on the | born in Denmark. 
¢ é i dings. placed through Clements Conan: Ss SOR CE eR ee i 
Homestead Bakeries is shifting its ary Te Par a tee eek § . ae | Office manager Enes Canata of 
weekly amateur show conducted by ot a Srgepiore Pasay fa =| Willat Brown East Jerry Belcher is in Hollywood for | KFRC, San Francisco, was cut and 
Bennie Walker to Sundays at 7:15 ae aes : Los Angeles, July 27. |two months to continue his NBC | bruised last week when she was 
p.m. PST, effective Aug. 1, over Joh N fe ; ; _| Willat Brown, Don Lee-KHJ exec, |‘Our Neighbors’ program from the | struck by an automobile while on 
KGO, San Francisco. Hour has been a - esbitt's — Passing Parade is en route to New York on a six- | hillside manses. He picked on Jim-| her way to work. Injuries not 
aired Wednesdays at 7:30. Account Bacher k's hich aired this past year | week biz-vacash trip. | mie Fidler’s home July 25. serious. 
is handled by Leon Livingston °Y® NBC, will return to the air 


He'll confer with eastern Mutual | bz 
Broadcasting heads regarding future Burt Horswell has joined KHJ's Margaret O’Connor (Mrs. Bill Mc- 
programs and sneak in_ pleasure | sales staff. Horswell formerly was |Caffrey) secretary to John Royal, 
jaunts. | manager on WHBL, Sheboygan, and | NBC vice-prexy in New York, 0.0.'d 
WIBA, Madison, Wis. the web's San Francisco studios last 
— week before going to Lake Tahoe 
Meredith Willson is relinquishing | for a few days. 
son), Swor and Lubin, and Fields | his Carefree Carnival baton to Jack 








agency. again for same sponsor, Duart, but 
over Mutual for coming winter sea- 
Nexzema (sunburn lotion) fades | 5°. Show swings back into broad- 
off WABC on Aug. 9 after its first | C@Sting on Sept. 12, and will coast- 
radio test campaign. Program, a | '0-coast over MBS. 
two-a-weeker featuring Del Casino | Ses tag eee 
and Ray Block orch, covered only| P. C. Heuser, formerly with Brown 
N. Y.. WCAU, Philly, and WCAO,' & Bigelow Advertising Agency, is 


Patricia Ryan, Fishface ‘(Elmore 
| Vincent) and Figgsbottle (Don John- 








: and Hal! all placed by NBC Artists | Meakin for two weeks while he Ken Carpenter, NBC announcer, 
Baltimore, over CBS so as to reach | the new account exec at KJBS, San | Service to wax for World Broadcast- | vacashes between Show Boat re-| doing the narration for a series of 
the east coast resort area. Will wind ' Francisco. | jing discs for Alka Seltzer. 'hearsals and broadcasts in Holly-' film shorts on odd occupations. 


























An organization’s claim to existence is in 
proportion to the amount of good it does, 
the value of the service it renders, the integ- 
rity of its officers, and its sincerity of purpose. 


Success must follow the intelligent appli- 
cation of an idea that better serves all 
interests. 














TRANSAMERICAN BROADCASTING ano TELEVISION CORP. 


JOHN L. CLARK, President 


Complete Broadcasting Facilities Wired and Transcribed 


NEW YORK CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD | 
521 Fifth Avenue 333 North Michigan Avenue 5833 Fernwood Avenue 
MUrray Hill 6-2370 STAte 0366 HOllywood 5315 
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CAPT. HAWKS’ WOULD-BE| 


DANBURY, CT., STATION 


Danbury, Conn., July 27. 

Capt. Frank Hawks ready to set 
up broadcasting plant here provided 
local commercial interests give sup- 
port and FCC gives permit. 

Speed flier, dweller at nearby 
Redding, has been mulling exhaler 
in Hat City for some time. Only 











| F.C.C.’S WASHINGTON DOCKET 


| 





NEW APPLICATIONS 


Washington, July 27. 
Arkansas: KTHS, Hot Springs Chamber of Com- 
merce, Hot Springs, extension of special experimental 
authorization to change frequency from 1040 to 1060 
ke, hours of operation from sharing with KRLD, Dal- 


the Orient, from the company’s two New York short 


| 
j 
‘ 
| 
| 


TOURIST INTERVIEWING 
BECOMES INDUSTRY 


Detroit, July 27, 
interviews, inaugurated 





‘Tourist’ 


wave stations, W2XAD and W2XAF, Schenectady, has | coupla months ago by CKLW from 


been very disappointing, applicants claimed, and trans- | Canadian 


Pacific broadcast would solve problem. 

Declaring proposed programs of research and ex- 
perimentation indicated ‘reasonable promise of sub- 
stantial contributions to the development of interna- 


end of Ambassador bridge 
across Detroit river, have proved so 
popular that a second program of 
identical nature is now being aired 
by station, 











station in thickly-populated Fair-/ iss Tex. to simultaneous with WBAL, Baltimore, tional broadcast service,’ Examiner Hill recommended New one originates at Canadian is 
field county now is WICC, Bridge- from 6 a.m. to local sunset daily, suspend until 8 p.m. Commish granting of the application. | terminal of Detroit-Windsor tunnel el 
port. Application of Charles Green-| 3,4 unlimited from then until midnight; KUOA, Philip J. Hennessey, Jr., and Henry Ladner appeared | and is handled by announcers John Pp 
blatt of Waterbury for a 100-watter | KOA, Inc., Siloam Springs, day power boost from in behalf of the applicant. | Gordon and Val Clare. First tourist tt 
in Bridgeport has been pending in 2% to 5 kw. Florida: Green light was flashed by Examiner R. H.| show, aired on Tuesday evenings a 
Washington, ; ; | Connecticut: WTIC, Hartford, extension of special Hyde for a frequency change from 1300 to 610 ke for | continues from bridge terminal with 
Understanding 1S that Hawks has | experimental authorization to change frequency from WIOD-WMBF, Isle of Dreams Broadcasting Corp., Joe Gentile and Les Marcus, Ww 
eye on the CBS shingle WICC let £0 | 1960 to 1040 ke and hours of operation from sharing Miami. Pointing out that no objectionable interfer- —————_———_—_—_—____ n 
when it joined NBC Blue last Janu- | |i), WBAL, Baltimore, to simultaneous with KRLD, ence would occur to any existing transmitters and that | Option Clem McCarthy 0! 
ary. Dallas. change would greatly improve Miami station’s service, | Chicago, July 97 fc 
; oe Kansas: KVGB, Ernest Edward Ruehlen, Great Bend, Hyde recommended granting of the application. | Schwimmer & Scott agency he @ ré 
» Special Edition for WAIM authority to install new automatic frequency control; Station was represented by H. L. Lohnes. | has optioned the services of s wert Ww 
Spartanburg, S. C., July 27. KFBI, Farmers and Bankers Broadcasting Corp., Abi- Indiana: Change of frequency from 1310 to 1290 ke announcer Clem McCarthy sae the 
WAIM, station of the Anderson | lene, install new transmitter and vertical antenna and and juice Jump from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, football season. See : di 
(S. C.) Independent and Daily Mail, | move transmitter. ‘ to 500 watts nights, 1 kw days, for WBOW, Banks of Understood planning a series for v 
signed with Columbia as system’s Maryland: WBAL, Baltimore, extension of special Wabash, Inc., Terre Haute, was recommended to the | pre-football game sessions “ve r 
South Carolina outlet. Wilton Hall, | experimental authorization to change hours of opera- Commish by Examiner Melvin H. Dalberg. McCarthy on a national spot basis, r 


publisher of two dailies, announced 
deal with special editions of 16 
pages each, featuring WAIM as only 
CBS station in the state. 
Greenville (S. C.) News and Pied- 
mont with NBC connection is only 




















tion from sharing with WTIC, Hartford, to simul- 
taneous operation on 1060 kc with KTHS, Hot Springs, 
Ark., from local sunset to 9 p.m. on 1060 ke, will syn- 
chronize with WJZ, New York, on 760 ke from 9 p.m, 
with 2% kw power, using directional antenna. 
Massachusetts: WMAS, Springfield, install new trans- 

















In a joint report turning down the application of | 


Glenn E. Webster for a daytime station to be operated 
on the same frequency with 250 watts, at Decatur, IIl.. 
Dalberg found need for additional service existed in 
the Terre Haute area. Illinois applicant, however, was 
found lacking in cash. 
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other newspaper layout in state with | mitter, erect vertical antenna and move transmitter. Although a flock of pending applications for the 
a radio station. Large new equip- New York: National Broadcasting Co., Inc., New same frequency would limit the service of WBOW if : 
ment additions also have been an-| York, extension of authority to transmit programs to granted, Dalberg noted in his conclusions that chances | P| 
nounced for station. stations CFCF and CRCT, and the Canadian Broad- of WJAS, Pittsburgh, for a juice jump to 5 kw were | ( th 
casting Corp.; Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc., slim. If, however, the station would receive a boost. | j o" 
' a erent New York, extension of authority to transmit programs it would limit WBOW to its 12 millivolt per contour he 
|'to CFRB and CKAC, and stations of the Canadian at night, examiner admitted. A second pending re- e] 
| Broadcasting Corp.; WESG, Cornell University, Elmira, quest for a power boost, that of WEBC, Superior, Wis., WwW 
extension of special experimental authorization to op- would limit the Terre Haute transmitter to its 11 milli- al 
erate on 850 kc, daylight to sunset at New Orleans, La. volt per contour, according to testimony given at the pe 
Pennsylvania: WKOK, Sunbury, authority to trans- hearing. ta 
fer control of corporation from the Sunbury Item, Henry B. Walker appeared on behalf of WBOW. M 
* 7 | Inc., to George W. Beck, Basse A. Beck and Harry H. with James H. Hanley and Thomas J. O’Brien appear- 
’ | Haddon, 73 shares common. ing for Webster. 01 
ARTIST'S MANAGEMENT | South Dakota: WNAX, Yankton, authority to trans- Michigan: Juice jump for WBCM, Bay City, looked th 
Bureau, Inc. | fer control of corporation from Charles H. Gurney to likely when Examiner Robert L. Irwin found a need 
Presents: South Dakota Broadcasting Corp., 1,500 shares Class A. for additional daytime service in the area and gave it V 
Common and 500 shares Class B. Common stock. a clean bill of health on programs, finances and op- 
Texas: Amarillo Broadcasting Corp., Amarillo, new eration, 
| station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts; James E. Davidson, to whom transmitter is licensed, 
| KRLD, KRLD Radio Corp., Dallas, extension of special asked for a boost from 500 watts to 1 kw, retaining ne 
| experimental authorization to operate simultaneously the present frequency of 1410 kc. (2 
with WTIC; Northwestern Broadcasting Co., Vernon, Protest to granting of the application was made by th 
new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts; Harold F. Gross and Edmund C, Shields, who are m 
KGVL, Hunt Broadcasting Association, Greenville, waiting for a court decision before constructing their _ 
i new station, changes in automatic frequency, control own transmitter at Saginaw. Gross and Shields were Q 
and His Orchestra equipment and move transmitter. granted permission to build a daytime station on 950 - 
Washington: Tom Olsen, Port Angeles, new station ke with 500 watts, early this spring, but case has been 
4 Red—Wednesdays to be operated on 1500 ke with 250 watts, days only; tied up by the Saginaw Broadcasting Company, which a 
12-12:30 P.M. EDST Shirley D. Parker, Yakima, new station to be operated received a turndown for a Saginaw station from the . 
B on 1310 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. Commish. 
Blue—Saturdays West Virginia: WBLK, Clarksburg, authority to in- Horace L. Lohnes and Fred W. Albertson repre- 
Cc 12-12:30 P.M. EDST stall new automatic frequency control equipment. sented WBCM, while Arthur W. Scharfeld and Philip 
Wisconsin: WEAU, Eau Claire, authority to transfer G. Loucks championed the protestants. 
. > ‘ol of corporation from Morgan Murphy to Eliza- Ohio: Unusual type of broadcast service was ap- 
ARTIST'S MANAGEMENT ‘4 =" Wurehy. 60 shares hommes stock. proved by Examiner John P. Bramhall, in recom- 
Also Represents: } "1 mending to the Commish that the Food Terminal } 
Jimmy Brierly EXAMINERS’ REPORTS Broadcasting Company’s request for a station at Cleve- 
Jean Ellis land should be granted. Distributors of food products, 
King’s Men California: Application of Robert E. Clements, Hunt- the concern asked for a daytime smallie to be operated 
Bob Lawrence ington Park, for permit to construct a 250-watt day- on 1500 ke. Service would consist mostly of an ex- 
Johnny Mercer time transmitter on 1160 ke was tagged for the ash can _ tensive broadcasting of market conditions to provide 
Harry Rosenthal by Examiner H. Hyde. Clements, former colleague of farmers and consumers with up-to-the-minute infor- 
Vivienne Segal Dr. Francis E. Townsend, old-age pension leader, sent mation. Applicants explained at the hearings that BROADCASTING 
" the Commish a telegram on the day the hearing was much trouble has been caused by ‘gluts,’ or an over- 6th YEAR FOR 
ARTIST'S MANAGEMENT called, pointing out hearing was unnecessary. Re- supply, on the market. This could be overcome, it BLACKETT « SAMPLE 
Bureau, Inc. spondents at the hearing moved that the request be was pointed out, if consumers could learn exactly HUMMERT. INC 
17 E. 45 ST. NEW YORK dismissed with prejudice, and Hyde concurred. which item was flooding the market. Airing of infor- , . . 
Tel. MU. 2-1888 West Coast International broadcasting station for mation of this sort would enable buyers to take advan- A N A I ae 
= SEs | General. Electric Company was indicated in a favor- tage of the opportunity to purchase large quantities of 
able report from Examiner George H. Hill. Based on fruit and vegetables at low prices and also would re- L 
S lack of adequate short wave facilities for handling duce the losses of farmers and growers who frequenily | —= a 
As programs from the U. S. to the Far East, G. E. Com- __ bring their products to market only to learn that there 
AY pany requested Commish to let them erect a $50,000 is an oversupply. ‘ 
.) transmitter, to be operated on 9,530 and 15,330 kc, Terminal Broadcasting retained Arthur W. Sharfeld HA RR Y 
¢® using 20 kw. Reception in China and other parts of and Philip G. Loucks as counsel, 
‘ii ign Ri ISALTER 
; ‘Williams’ Foreign Rights | CBS’ FRISCO POWER 32,000—Count Em—Notes| 
and His ‘Sought by Lord & Thomas UNKINKING BALLYED On WLW Sustaining Fave CONDUCTING 
Orchestra | Chicago, July 27. Cincinnati, July 27. 
2ND YEAR | Lord & Thomas agency is after 3 A near record for a sustaining LUCKY STRIKE 
| foreign rights to ‘Adventures of Ace San Francisco, July” 27. program mail tug on WLW resulted "LUT PARADE" 
Viennese Roof | Williams,’ transcribed kid serial de- ‘eee Basen Hhoton Seams sn from the station’s recent offer of a | 
| veloped by W. E. Long Co. ‘VU is scheduled tentatively for : irate 
HOTEL ST. REGIS ct. || Michaelson & Sternberg, N. Y. ex-| dedication on Aug. 15. Car cards — Baws te . = EVERY WEDNESDAY 
NEW TORK CA porters, doing the arranging. and space in the dailies will be used Total . ll ts of th ‘ N.B.C. Red at 10 P.M., EDST 
by Manager Phil Lasky to ballyhoo ahve Sead oS par . 1 . 
en a ————— 7 | the event and the expected improved country —- ed 32,000 request et- 
reception of KSFO in this territory ters, boasts Frank M. Smith, sales —- y 
During construction of the trans- manager of Crosley’s super-watter. 
' " - Gratis offer was announced on four 
mitter at Islais Creek in China Basin | broadcasts 
the station has aired a number of | ce 
special broadcasts from the site. JACQUES 
Power boost from 1,000 to 5,000 Radio Ed on NBC Payroll | . 
watts is expected to eliminate Sen Fraheines, duly $7 5 
7ks oor receptic rhic sco, “i. 
| By JANE WEST es ee poieediag Radio Editor Darrell Donnell of | 
took over the station several months wg Fe cst: at Fy 4 a MARIO ; 
‘ : yscaster for S coast | 
| NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR ago. Blue network next Monday, Aug. 2, | 
airing quarter-hour broadcasts at 7 | 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE PRIVATE JOKE p.m. EST five nights a week, 
AUGHTER TEARS EARTEHROBS cians Bay a will use International | 
AND H A Somebody Thinks It’s Funny to News Service dispatches. Will con-| 
L Hoax Early Shift tinue on the Examiner radio desk. NBC NETWORK 
Presented by lvorySoap - 99 “*/100°/o pure mecenete . 
| Practical joker had Stephen Price, 
. _— 1 free lance announcer, report at 8 a.m. | AND HIS 
to take over the cuties on Mark 
LISTEN TWICE DAILY Hawley’s WOR Transradio session. | ORCHESTRA 
NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. DST Moment later Jeff Sparks, the regular | 
IN a NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri.3:45p.m.DST | assignee, showed up. JELLO 
’ COAST TO COAST Telephone call to the home of 
Dir., COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY Harry Carlsen, announcer super-! 7 :00-7:30—NBC 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY visor of WOR, disclosed the hoax. ee 
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MUTUAL SEEKS 
NORTHWEST 
~ PASSAGE 


Lew Weiss of the Don Lee chain 
js in the Pacific northwest at pres- 
ent. His mission is to canvas the 
possibilities of an extension of Mu- 
tual service into the Portland-Seattle 





rea. 
: Seattle with 500,000, and Portland 


with 350,000, have between them 
nearly a million mortals and a lot 
of wealth. Line carry from Cali- 
fornia, however, is an item to be 
reckoned with. 

with. 

Should Weiss successfully conclude 
deal with stations in Oregon and 
Washington Fred Weber, general 
manager of Mutual, may not have to 
make trip west in August as planned. 


HELLO, MOM’ 125 TIMES 
IN 15 MIN. PROGRAM 





9” 


Cleveland, July 27. 

Lakeside Biscuit Co., sponsors of 
the ‘Sidewalk Interviews’ program 
over WTAM five days a week, was 
host to 125 boys and girls of North- 
ern Ohio at a baseball party last 
week. Youngsters met at the station 
and were -lunched at Harry Prop- 
per’s Mayfair Casino before being 


taken to the ball game by Tom 
Manning. 
Latter also set some sort of rec- 


ord by putting all 125 youngsters on 
the air during a 15-minute program. 


Wind Hits WBNS Tower 
Columbus, July 27. 

WBNS, local CBS outlet, off the air 
nearly two and a half hours Sunday 
(26) when a high wind blew over 
the top 20 feet of its 380-foot trans- 
mitting antenna tower two miles east 
of here. Tower did not fall entirely 
to ground and was repaired and 
service resumed. 

Station went off air at 4:55 p.m: 
(EST) and resumed at 7:28 p.m. 








.and SUDDEN 
WEALTH 


fer 


WOW Listeners 


@ Sudden wealth of the 
harvest will soon sweep 
down on “the market basket 
of the nation.” Millions of 
dollars will roll into the rich 


middlewestern grain  coun- 
try known ag Nebriowa*. 
Prospects for corn and 


wheat crops in Nebriowa are 
the best in many years. 


Crop money gratifies year- 
long desires ... for farmers 


and city dwellers alike. 
Capitalize on it! Reach the 
spenders FIRST — through 


their favorite radio station, 


wow. 


*“NEBRIOWA — The 
immensely wealthy 
trade territory of east- 


ern NEBRaska, west- 
. ern IOWA, and per- 
tions of Kansas, Mis- 
sourl, Minneseta xnd 


South Daketa. ite 
business capital is 
Omaha. Its radio capi- 
tal is WOW! 


990 KC 5,000 Watts 


WOW 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA 





JOHN GILLIN, Jr., Mer. 
On the NBC Red Net 


JOHN BLAIR C€O., Representatives 
Chicage, New York, Detroit, 
San Francisco 


Owned and Operated by the Wood- 
men of the World Life insurance 
Society 
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Coast Guard Stops Wrangle | 
Fast; NBC Gets Short 
Straw; Hires Aeroplane | 


CBS, NBC and Mutual are all cov- 
ering the Newport yacht races be- | 
tween Endeavor II and the Ranger, 
which commence Saturday (31). 
Since the Coast Guard convoy is so | 
arranged that only two of the cut- | 
ters will plow abreast of the sloops, 
the three networks at once got into | 
a row when negotiating with the | 
Coast Guard to insure their cover- 
ages. 

Guard at once stopped the wran- | 
gling by making reps from the webs | 
draw straws for positions. CBS and 





| Mutual were lucky, drawing the cut- 


| tent 





ters which will flank the racers on 
each side. NBC came out on the 
short end, and will have to be con- 
with getting its view from a 
cutter which will ride slightly astern 
of the contenders. 

To make up for its unfortunate po- 
sition, NBC will sling a mike aboard | 
an anchored boat at the finish line to 
make sure it will not be scooped on 
getting out the name of the sloop 
sweeping over the line first. A TWA 
plane has also been hired to get a 
description of the race from the air | 
as an amplification to the sea-view | 
comment from the cutter. 

Though Mutual is apparently do- 
ing the race, WOR is actually paying | 
all of the expenses involved, which 
will exceed $3,000 Line charges 
alone will top $2,000; Cameron King, 
who will alternate with WOR’s spe- | 
cial eventer Dave Driscoll on the 
descriptions, has been hired for $450 
for the job, and four engineers are | 


| being sent up. 


JUDGE, CITY ATTORNEY, 
ACTORS ON KVOD SHOW 


Denver, July 27. 

Municipal Judge Philip Gilliam 
and Assistant City Attorney Leon 
Ginsberg are carrying the leading 
roles in a series of dramatizations 
for safety being aired by KVOD, 
Denver. Dramatizes actual man- 
slaughter trials of persons accused 
of killing someone with an auto- | 
mobile. 

Judge Gilliam and Ginsberg hold 
a discussion on each case, and tell 
how the accidents might have been 
prevented. The series is called ‘The 
Judge Tells His Story.’ 

Harry Hill, KVOD news editor, | 
with Gilliam and Ginsberg, picks the | 
cases and writes the script. Jay | 
Daniels directs the KVOD players, 
including Dorothy Mendelsohn, Vic- | 
toria Doherty, C. Norman Lasky and | 
Preston Frenzel. 


WOAI’s Special Events 


San Antonio, July 27. 

WOAI, San Antonio, has contrived 
an effective piece of promotion on 
the station's public events coverage 
and newscasting. It’s a 24-page 
booklet, thickly studded with pic- 
tures showing every phase of the 
outiet’s business of news coverage 
during the past year. 

Booklet is split into several sec- 
tion, mainly dealing with ‘Special 
Events,’ “Timely Interviews,’ ‘Hu- 
man Interest Editing,’ ‘Personalities’ 
and ‘Covering Local News.’ A sec- 
tion is also devoted to mail received 
on the events and news angle of the 
station’s activities. 








Radio Ed on WCKY 
Cincinnati, July 27. 

Paul Kennedy, radio columnist on 
the Cincy Post, Scripps-Howard 
sheet,’ today (Tuesday) commenced 
a series of bi-weekly evening chats 
over WCKY. 

Has carte blanche to. criticize 
radio, music, performers and local 
night-living as he sees fit. 

WIR Visits C.C.C. Camps 
Detroit, July 27. 

WJR is carrying its special events 
program to the CCC camps in Michi- 
gan, in a series of thrice-weekly 
stints. Series will cover camps with- 
in radius of 100 miles from Detroit, 
and will touch on boys’ views on 
current topics, ; 

Planned to extend cross-section 
survey of state’s youth to summer 
schools and other camps within this 
part of the state. 





Benford Hits fer HBeatter 

Charles Benford, formerly on 
WOL, Washington, is subbing for 
Gabriel Heatter as staff news com- 
mentator, while the latter is on a 
four weeks’ vacation. Benford will 
have all but the Friday evening spot. 

This one will be filled by Raymond 
Gram Swing. 








Baseball at 2 A. M. 





Columbus, July 27. 

Night doubleheaders, bane of 
ball players in the American 
Association, are beginning to 
get into the hair of the radio 
announcers here, When the 
local team is on the road, night 
games don’t start until 9 p.m. 
(Columbus time) and when two 
games are carded it keeps 
broadcasters at the station until 
*way after midnight. 

Last Friday night (23) Johnny 
Neblett, WBNS announcer, and 
his aide, Jim Blower, spent 
nearly five hours before the 
mike bringing listeners a tele- 
graphic report of a double- 
header in Louisville. Came on 
with first game at 9:15 p.m., then 
with about 8-minute inter- 
mission between games began 
broadcast of nightcap at 12:15 
a.m. Second game, scheduled 
for seven innings, actually went 
eight, so it was 2 a.m. before 
Neblett and Blower called it a 
night. 











Ward Byron Joins MCA 
As Consultant in L. A. 


leaeneatetlimeed 








Radio End of Pennsylvania State Acct. 


Detached for Philadelphia Agency 


| eee 
Philadelphia, July 27. 

| Reported here that radio end of 
ithe State of Pennsylvania account 
jheld by Walker & Downing, Pitts- 
| burgh agency, is slated to be tossed 
|}to Barnes & Aaron, Philly agency. 
| Radio end, as figured at present, will 
| run about $175,000. 

Although W & D is set to lose the 
radio portion of the account, it will 
retain the major portion, amounting 
to $325,000, to be spent 
newspaper and magazine ads. Idea 
of the splurge is to boost Penna. as 
a travelers’ mecca. Outlay of $500,- 
000 was voted by recent session of 
the Penna. legislature at Harrisburg. 


Several factors are’ believed to| 
have dictated the agency switch in 
the radio account. One is the idea 


that the program, originating in 
WCAU, Philly, could. be handled 
more efficiently by an agency on 
the spot. Another reason, though 
not mentioned, is that politicians in 
the eastern end of the state 


chiefly for | 


nights over the CBS network, has 
Anthony Candelori’s orchestra, Ben 
Alley and Eleanor Bowers, with 
Hugh Walton § announcing. Gov. 
George H. Earle appeared briefly on 
last week’s (24) debut show, but is 
understood not skedded for more 
stints, at least for some time. Manie 
| Sacks, of Music Corp., is producing 
|} the show with the WCAU staff and 
ithe agency. 
Present deal is for 13 weeks, with 
| options. Current 15-minute setup is 
likely to be doubled to run 30 min- 
utes. That question was set for de- 
| cision yesterday (Tuesday) afternoon 
|at Harrisburg. 
WLW Acts for Expo 
Cincinnati, July 27 

Crosley's WLW-WSAI will supply 
guest artists for Radioland programs 
from the Great Lakes Exposition in 
Cleveland, Aug. 7 and 14. William 











Stoess, maestro of the Flying Dutch- 





your 





Distributors’ and dealers’ opin- 
ions about advertising are impor- 
tant. In selecting radio facilities 
for a spot campaign in Northern 
Ohio ask them what station will 
do the best job. The odds are 
high on WTAM—the only station 
which reaches the buyers of the 
entire Cleveland Chamber of 
Commerce retail trading area, to 
say nothing of the many other 
communities in Northern Ohio, 


Pennsylvania and New York. 


A Basic Red Network Station 
Completely Programmed by NBC 


were; men orchestra on the nation’s sta- 
Los Angeles, July 27. howling that part of the allotment|tion, will be guest’ conductor the 
Ward Byron, producer of several | should be spent in their bailiwicks. | 14th. 
programs in San Francisco for NBC, | That is figured to have swung the} Other Crosley acts will be the 
has resigned after 12 years to join | deal, with each end of the state get- | Smoothies, Frim Sisters, Four Mo- 
'the Music Corporation of.-America | ting a share. dernaires and several vocal soloists 
here. Show, airing at 10:45 Saturday] as yet unselected. 
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Boom in Pianos, Other Instruments; 
Adult Hobbies Help; Small Towns Best 





Musical instrument business is 
basking in its biggest boom in years. 
Sales for the first half of 1937 are 
running far ahead of the same period 
last year and are several times the 
volume of the 1933 low. Dealers ex- 
pect the year to approach the figures 
for the lush 1925-28 period. All time 
high was in the 1890's. 

With pianos as the basic article, 
the whole field of instruments is 
sharing in the splurge. 
the 36th annual music industries con- 
vention, current this week at the 
Hotel New Yorker, N. Y., report 
various degrees of upturn in busi- 
‘Ress. Favorable reports, however, 
are unanimous. 

Piano manufacturers rate the sales 
volume for the first half of 1937 at 
anywhere from 20% to 35% over last 
year, while the smaller instrument 
manufacturers and distribs estimate 
the rise in their sales at from 40% 


MILLS 
Tiron rarer iy 
SPECIALS 


Wall Hudson's Latest 


YOU'RE MY DESIRE 


Hit From 
1037" 









Sensational ae ie 
RAO New 


PECKIN' 


aces of 


The New Summer Sensation! 


IS THIS GONNA BE 
MY LUCKY SUMMER 


Season’s Leveliest Ballad 


MOON AT SEA 


The Comedy Hit of 1937 


TODAY | AM A MAN 


Officially Approved 
Roosevelt-Du Pont Love 


OU ARE THE REASON 


FOR MY 
LOVE SONG 








Song 





Visitors at} 
| of other entertainment there. 











—~ FLASHES- 


Twe New Instrumental Novel- 
ties by the Publishers of 
. “Nola” and “Polly” 


“CHINA DOLL 
PARADE”’ 


“WHISTLING 
MOSE”’ 


iit hteniennanenial 
Distinctive Piano or 
Orchestra Specialties 


PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BYILOING RADIO 
NEW YORK 


city 


to 100% over the 1936 figures. Deal- 
ers, particularl:’ those in the smaller 
towns and less populated areas, are 
enthusiastic, but say the usual sum- 
mer lull is now gripping business. 
Even though sales are at a standstill 
during these hot months, rural deal- 
ers look for a greater boom in the 
fall. 

Factor in the presence of improved 
business in the less populated areas, 
instrument men think, is the absence 
In the 
big cities, they explain, theatres, 
films, niteries and a host of other 
amusements are available, while in 
the smaller towns diversion is lim- 
ited and a greater number of people 
play music for relaxation. 


Adult Hobby 


Another factor in the increased 
business, particularly in regard to 
pianos, is that more people are now 
taking up music as a hobby. Un- 
precedented number of growups, 
business men and mothers and 
fathers with grown children are tak- 
ing lessons on the piano or some 
other instrument. 

While piano sales are climbing to 
a high of recent years, player pianos 
and electric piano sales are just 
about at the zero mark: This is ex- 
plained by the convenience of radio 
for those who want music for enter- 
tainment rather than as means of 
self-expression or release. Manufac- 
turers also believe this is a healthy 
business sign, pointing out that peo- 
ple who buy pianos to play rarely 
tire of them, while player and elec- 
tric pianos are frequently a passing 
fad. 

Paradox of the upswing in musical 
instrument sales is that it is expected 
to have little or no effect on sheet 
music sales. That was illustrated 
last winter, when the boom was first 
noted. Former saturation point for 
sheet sales was from 400,000 to 
700,000 copies, while the present top 
is around 200,000 copies. Reason of- 
fered for that is the present economic 
recovery slowup, influenced by labor 
troubles and the summer lull. Why 
those factors aren’t flooring the in- 
strument sales is just one of those 
unexplained things, dealers say. 

Actual figures of the rise in piano 
(as the standard instrument of the 
business) sales are offered by W. A. 
Mennie, secretary of the National 
Piano Manufacturers Assn. Accord- 
ing to him, piano shipments for June 
totaled 7,409 units, an increase of 
33.02% over the previous June and 
a jump of 554.5% from the corre- 
sponding period in 1932. 

Sales for the first six months of 
1937 were 49,595 units, or 33.62% 
over the similar stretch last year, 
indicating that 1937 will see a total 
sales of 130,000 pianos, since the sec- 
ond half of the year always shows 
much greater sales than the first. 
This wil! mean a gross of $60,000,000. 
In addition to the improved economic 
condition over previous years, 
Mennie thinks, mechanical improve- 
ments and novel designs have been 
a factor in the business boost. 

While a few distributors and deal- 
ers offer radio as one influence on 
the sale of musical instruments, few 
interpret the effect of broadcasting 
the same way. And the great ma- 
jority seem to feel its bearing on the 
business is negligible one way or 
the other. 





Chicago, July 27. 

Most encouraging news for music 
publishers in many a day comes 
from the report of the National 
Piano Manufacturers Association 
which states that the first six months 
of 1937 saw the greatest number of 
pianos sold for any similar period 
since 1922. 

Piano shipments for the first six 
months of this year were more than 








33% ahead of the same months last 
year and more than 350% ahead of 











LOVE IS NEVER 
OUR PENTHOUSE 


From RKO-Radio‘'s 


LEO FEIST, Inc. 








THE PICTURE’S A HIT — AND SO ARE THE SONGS 


“NEW FACES OF 1937” 
From BEN MARDEN’S SMART RIVIERA REVUE 


THE IMAGE OF YOU 


From THE PAN AMERICAN CASINO REVUE 


DON’T YOU KNOW OR DON’T YOU CARE 


° 1629 BROADWAY 


OUT OF SEASON 
ON THIRD AVENUE 


°* NEW YORK 

















Most Played on Air 





Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC are computed 
for the week from Sunday 
see Saturday (July 18- 
July 24). 
it Looks Like Rain 
(Morris) 

+tWhere or When 
(Chappell) 

Merry-Go-Round Broke Down 
(Harms) 

Sailboat in Moonlight 
(Crawford) 

So Rare 
(Sherman-Clay) 

First Time I Saw You 
(Santly-Joy) 

*I Know Now 
(Remick) 

*Good Morning 
(Famous) 

*Whisvers hey the Dark 
(Famo 

You and Me That Used to Be 
(Berlin) 

Stardust on the Moon 
(Marks) 

*Tomorrow Is Another Day 
(Robbins) 

*Thev Can’t Take That Away 
(Chanpell 

*Love Is Never Out of Season 
(Feist) 

Miller’s Daughter Marianne 
(Snapiro) 

Toodleooe 
(Shapiro) 

You’re My Desire 
(Milts) 

Gone With the Wind 
(Berlin) 

*Sweet Leilani 
(Select) 

*All God’s Chillun Got Rhythm 
(Robbins) 

Stop, You’re Breaking My Heart 
(Famous) 

*Cause My Baby Says It’s Se 
(Remick) 

Caravan 
(Exclusive) 

*September in the Rain 
(Remick) 

Me, Myself and I 
(Words & Music) 


* Indicates filmusical song. 
+ Production Number. 











the same period in 1933, which 
marked the lowest piano sales in the 
entire history of the keyboard indus- 
try. 

Sales for the six months of 1937 
totalled 49,595, with unfilled orders 
on hand at the end of June of 3,164 
units, an increase of more than 143% 
over the same time last year and 
more than 193% over the backlog for 
July 1 of 1935. 

ae, 


YALE “WHIFFENPOOF’ 
STATUS INTO COURT 


Dispute over ownership rights to 
the famous Yale ‘Whiffenpoof Song’ 
which Rudy Vallee has been plug- 
ging on the air in recent months 
came to a head Saturday when the 
Miller Music Co. filed an infringe- 
ment suit in Federal Court, New 
York, against G. Schirmer Music 
Corp. Plaintiff seeks an injunc- 
tion. 

Miller Co. claims the ‘whiffen- 
poof’ ditty was originally written 
by Meade Minnigerode and George 
S. Pomeroy and that the late Tod 
B. Galloway wrote the music. 
Plaintiff bought the composers’ 
rights. Later Vallee resurrected the 
song and it has become widely 
popular. : 

Schirmer people, it is claimed, 
published a book entitled ‘Songs 
of Yale’ which they claim is an of- 
ficial university edition. It contains 
the disputed song. - Miller asks the 
court to decide whether the book is 
an official edition. If so, they ask 
that Schirmer be restrained from 
distributing the tune in any other 
manner than through the book. 


L.A. AFM in Campaign 
For Fed Re-Employment 


Hollywood, July 27. 


Local 47 of the American Feder- 
ation of Musicians has launched a 
campaign for reinstatement of 100 
of its members recently droj ped 














Federal Music Project. 


Local’s efforts will be an adjunct 
to a similar campaign started in the 
east with the same objective follow- 
ing curtailment of federal funds for | 
the FMP. 





Brissitt’s Fill-Ins 


‘band at Bal-a-lair, ballroom near | 
Worcester, Mass., this summer, work- | 
ing the spot in between one-niters 
played by name aggregations. 


to date in the outdoor 





emporium since its seasonal opening 
lon May 27. 


from the roster of the Los Angeles , 


Don Brissitt’s orch is the house! 


Brissitt has let loose 35 evenings | 
rug-cutting | 


CASA LOMA’S TOUR 


Playing San Francisco For First 
Time—$1,000 Guarantee 








San Francisco, July 27. 


Glen Gray’s Casa Loma Orchestra 
will play at the Dreamland Audi- 
torium in San Francisco, Aug. 1. This 
will be the first engagement of the 
band in San Francisco. 

Doing a series of one night stands 
on the Coast following engagement 
at Los Angeles Palomar. In on a 
guarantee of $1,000, plus 60% of all 
over that. 


High School Bands 
Muscling In on AFM 
Combos in the N.W. 


Minneapolis, July 27. 


Minneapolis’ older crop of musi- 
cians and those who are in the big 
time are wondering what effect the 
recent trend among high school kids 
toward forming dance bands will be 
on their ham and eggs. The most 
interesting part of it is that the 
youngsters are pretty good. They 
seem to have music in their souls, 
or something. At high school age 
kids are really music-conscious and 
can spot corny stuff a mile away and 
won’t have any part of it. In this 
section the boys (and girl vocalists 
who are plenty good, too) are pro- 
ficient enough to take a lot of biz 
away from the small-time cats. They 
go in for swing and jam stuff in a 
big way. Playing for high school 
dances and small private parties are 
their specialties, the bigger things 
not coming their way because cf 
non-union affiliation, age, etc. 

Because of the already high qual- 
ity of their music it is predicted in 
these parts that the future will 
bring forth a high-grade of horn- 
tooters and drum-beaters. 


RUDY VALLEE TO L. A. 
AMBASSADOR OCT. 5 


Rudy Vallee orchestra booked into 
the Cocoanut Grove of the Ambas- 
sador Hotel, Los Angeles, Oct. 5, by 
the Rockwell-O’Keefe Hollywood 
office. 

Deal is the first non-MCA set-up 
to go into the Grove in four years. 


Nab George De Horth 


Philadelphia, July 27. 

George de Horth, orchestra 
batoneer, got in a jam last Friday 
when pinched for allegedly passing a 
$38 check of pure Para. 

De Horth would give no home ad- 
dress to detectives who picked him 
up on the street. 























Dorsey Ballyhooed Date 


Crimps Frankie Masters 
Clear Lake, Ia., July 27. 

Jimmy Dorsey’s swingsters grossed 

around $1,000 at the Surf ballroom 

here July 22. Frankie Masters, play- 

ing the Surf the week preceding, 


cause of the 
Dorsey, billed weeks in advance. 


leaves the band in week to take 
screen test for Warner Bros. 





Glen Gray Trek 


Hollywood, July 27. 

Glen Gray and the Casa Lomans 
pulled out over the week end for a 
tour of coast engagements through 
San Joaquin valley, San Francisco 
and Portland, thence to Cleveland 
and New York. 

Unit made six recordings for Dec- 
ca under supervision of Joe Perry 
just before departing. 

Glenn Gray and Casa Loma or- 
chestra play 20 dance dates on way 
east between San Diego and Denver, 
Colorado. Band plays San Diego, 
| Calif., July 24; Balboa, Calif., July 
25; Fresno, July 26; Oakland, July 27; 
| Sacramento, July 28; Santa Cruz, 
| July 29; Reno, Nev., July 30; Stock- 
| ton, Calif., July 31; San Francisco, 
| Aug. 1; back to Oakland Aug. 2; 
Eugene, Ore., Aug. 3; Portland, Ore.. 
Aug. 4; Seattle, Wash., Aug. 5; Bel- 
jlingham, Wash., Aug. 6; Tacoma, 
| Aug. 7 and 8; Spokane, Aug. 9; 





pulled in ‘anaemic gate largely be- | 
counter-attraction, | 


Donna Dae of the Masters crew ' 


UNION PICKET 
THREATS TWO 
BALLROOMS 


Philadelphia, July 27. 

Successful in winning some quick 
victories in its battle to put union 
hands in all the city’s niteries, the 
tooters’ local here fs branching out 
into the ballroom yard. Negotiations 
have begun with operators of Oakes 
and Temple ballrooms. A. A. Tomel, 
prexy of the Union, has threatened 
to begin picketing the places next 
week if they don’t replace present 
outfits with union bands. 

Negotiations also being continued 
with hotels to get pacts guarantee- 
ing that only union bands will be 
allowed to play at functions. Latest 
battle is with Stephen Girard, Rit- 
tenhouse and Lorraine Hotels. 


LARRY LEE SQUAWKS 
ON LONG TOOT SPELL 











Ft. Worth, July 27. 
Larry Lee, No. 2 bandleader in 
Casa Manana at Fort Worth’s 


Frontier Fiesta, is squawking be- 
cause of Paul Whiteman’s three 
weekly NBC airings between first 
and second Casa shows. 

Whiteman’s stint in the new Gulf 
studio on the showgrounds forces 
the Lee band to play an hour and 
35 minutes for dancers without a 
rest. On other nights the Whiteman 
outfit shares the dance load. 

Lee says the grind is tearing up 
the lips of his brass section. 





Ralph Harrison’s engagement at 
Webster Hall’s Spanish Garden, 
Pittsburgh, extended for remainder 
of the summer. Band slated to re- 
turn to City Club in Erie, Pa., in 
the fall. 








GORDON and REVEL 


|| Songs for the forthcoming Darryl 
Zanuck-20th Century Fox 
Production: 


“YOU CAN’T HAVE 
EVERYTHING” 


The swell score follows: 


AFRAID TO DREAM 
THE LOVELINESS OF YOU 


YOU CAN’T HAVE 
EV’RYTHING 


PLEASE PARDON US— 
WE’RE IN LOVE 


DANGER— 
LOVE AT WORK 


Also, Gordon and Revel’s great 
waltz 


| HUM A WALTZ 


from 20th Century’s 
“This Is My Affair’ 


KIFCHI-MI-KOKO ISLE 


England’s Novelty Hit 


Miccer Aiusic, Inc. 


1619 BROADWAY «+ NEW yorn 































Two New Hits! 


“OVER NIGHT” 


‘““MY SECRET 
LOVE AFFAIR’ 


From the forthcoming 20th 
Century-Fox Musical, ‘““THIN 
ICE,” starring Sonja Henie 





| Me a) 3 
MUSIC CORPORATION 





| Butte, Mont., Aug. 10: Twin Falls, 
Idaho, Aug. 11; Salt Lake City, Aug. 
12, finishing at Denver, Aug. 13. 
Tour set by Ed Fishman of Holly- 
wood office of Rockwell-O’Keefe. 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO., Sole Agentsg 
1250 SIXTH AVENUE 


ACA BUILDING (RADIO CITY) 


NEW YORK 
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Last Week's 15 Best Sellers ASCAP’s Qirly. Accolade / Dreyfus and WB Publishing Cos. i 
For Gorden and Revel 
* » * 
net one woinwoe, oy 2. | Want More Teeth in Anti-Bribery 
Looks ] geo cevcesesoecoces eee? fee ee : : : ae 
Semcat MMW BAGOMTIGDY 010... 0..cccsenneeesesees Crawford Mack Gordon and Harty Revel H 
Merry-Go-Round Broke Down ..................4+: Harms have been awarded the quarterly © 2 
#Sweet Leilani .....-++-+ ++ seer reer eee ees Cseeae eekhe Select prize offered by the American So- uses ore OMing eh eh ef be 
You and Me That See ES rs cae nk »: Sek chee Berlin eiety of Composers, Authors and 
¢Where or ee ees eee aes 3-4 ke Re Pires. FP Chappell Publishers for standout ditties. 
#] Know NOW ceoscerscgececccccce cers cctaracesuens .. Remick Champ tunes are ‘Never in a Mil- + ieibinaliiahinsighniney 
#Blue Hawaii ...6.- eee eee crete eee e cece eee e eee eens Famous lion Years,’ “There's a Lull in My Loafing Value Conditions under which Max 
;Strangers I aes cue be CROKE Crawford Life’ and ‘It’s Swell of You.’ enti sb die Weta Miaate b 
*Cause My Baby Says It’s So........ Ai wkedae veane Remick — _ etaadhes ae Pee. | PUR 
CALAVAN ieee eet e eee nee .. Exclusive Hollywood, July 27. lishing group have agreed to join 
Miller’s Daughter Marianne ......, . Shapiro JOE MORRIS MUSIC C0 | Under existing studio condi- the Music Publishers Protective As- 
+] Hum a Waltz eh Rebs oe RECRS Oa ; ee : . a where songsm ths wi . sociation was made the major topie 
Gone With the Wind ........ erlin SA . A UNO AYED chiefly ‘situation’ songs, anc Rp ee Ca ; 
*wWas it Rain? ......--+-+-++-- ey . Santly-Joy Y B Li K || with little thought to their eom- of disc ussion at a meeting of the 
* Indicates filmusical song. t+ Indicates stage produetion song. The em, || mercial value, since the pro- association’s board of directors last 
| “ers insist firs . , 1s ek. Dreyfus will come in if the 
are pops. . oe ; , } ducers insist first that the tunes wee y 
others pop prey Joe Morris Music Co. has become } fit the libretto of the films. the federal government can be induced 
—_— embroiled with Meiro-Goldwyn- || songwriters don’t overwork to administer a code of fair trade 
GUMBLE ON SALARY SHERMAN CLAY Mayer and Harry Fox, gen. mgr. of themselves. practices for the industry, while the 
3 a | the Music Publishers’ Protective As- 


WB group wants a special member- 
ship rate covering its five firms. 
Dreyfus, who controls the Chap- 


Hence the following anent a 
former team. The lyricist came 
up for a new contract and in- 


AS MUSIC MEN’S PREZ 


| sociation, over what it claims to be 
}an unauthorized use of. the -tune 
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Mose Gumbie, long active in the 
music business, has stepped out of 
Donaldson, Douglas & Gumble, Inc., 
and becomes the salaried president 


of Professional Music Men, Inc. This | 


is the three-year-old organization of 
the song-pluggers (or ‘music contact’ 
men, as they are more ritzily known 
these days), which in this period, 
has built up.a treasury reserve of 
$18,000. The 
siderable intra-organization 
work, none of it publicized, 


charity 
and it’s 


| 
| 


for this purpose that Gumble will | 


exclusively devote himself on a sal- 
sried basis to the administration of 
things. 

Reported that Gumble will receive 
$1500 in his new post. 

Meantime the DDG firm will be 
wntinued by Walter Douglas and 
Joe Santly, the professional manager. 
Douglas thus remains the sole sur- 
yivor of the original combination as 
Walter Donaldson long ago stepped 
wt of the firm to devote himself to 
Hollywood songwriting. 








The English Swing 
Sensation 


‘Cuhan Pete’ 


Novelty 


Featured on Every 
Important Program 


Released Soon! 
The All-Hit Musical Score of 


“LIFE BEGINS 
IN COLLEGE” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
starring the Ritz Brothers 


She 


HOLLYWOOD SONGS 


RCA BUILDING RADIO CITY-NEW YORIK.NY 
PHIL KORNHELSER, Gen. Mar. 
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New Smash Hits 
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NAME NOTIN 


MG DEAL 


Robbins-Metro-Feist paid $25,000 


| 


{ 


‘On the Beach at Bali Bali,’ in the 
Marx Bros. picture, ‘A Day at the 
Races.’ Morris has’ returned a 
check for $180 which Fox relayed in 
eonnection with the sync rights, 
and asserts that it will bring suit 
for $20,000 against the film com- 
pany. 

Fox that Morris confirmed 
the right to use and the fee, $200, 


states 


for Miller Music, Inc., a couple of | while Archie Fletcher, gen. mgr. of 


for Sherman, Clay of San Francisco. 


In the trade, the buy-out of any two | 


| 
fl 


{ 


catalogs at that joint price is deemed | 


a good buy. 


Jack Robbins. has been engaging in 


a systematic expansion program to | 
| augment his and Metro’s music hold- 


ings. Thus from Robbins-Metro came 


| the $400,000 buy of Leo Feist, Inc., 


| 


} 


| Will 


| 


with one of the most valuable cata- 
logs in the business; then the Olman 
Music Corp. (which will be expanded 
in time); next the takeover of Miller 
Music, Inc. from Charles Miller and 
Rockwell (plus a third silent 


| partner) for $25,000. Sherman-Clay’s 


| catalog will be merged into the Mil- 


ler catalog, for the obvious purpose 
of upping Miller’s ASCAP rating and 


| income. 
Under the deal which Attorney 
Julian T. Abeles, for Metro-Robbins’ 


|}music deals, 
| Francisco over 


owners. 





consummated in San 
the weekend, the 
S-C name cannot be used by the new 
That differs from all the 
other deals. Sherman-Clay is an old 
Frisco music house, engaging in 
piano and musical instrument busi- 
ness. This deal merely means aban- 
donment by S-C of its music pub ac- 
tivities. 

Among the valuable copyrights 
which Miller Music thus inherits 
are ‘Whispering, ‘Do You Ever 
Think of Me?’, ‘Sleep,’ ‘Charmaine,’ 
‘Diane,” ‘Wedding of the Painted 
Doll,’ ‘Doll Dance,’ ‘Rose Room,’ and 
others. All of these are already re- 
vived favorites under the recent 
vogue of the swing treatment and 
Robbins will reissue them with new 
orchestrations. 

Miller Music may abandon its 
present offices and take over Sher- 
man-Clay’s Radio City suite, as part 
of the merger. 


WITMARK SETTLES 
ALVA BARKE SUIT 


Settlement was made last week of 
the $500,000 suit which Alva Barke 
had brought against M. Witmark & 
Son on the publication of ‘Pop Goes 
Your Heart.’ Barke claimed that the 
latter tune had been lifted from his 
‘F. D’s the Man.’ 

Barke filed his action originally 
in the N. Y. Supreme Court, but 
on the opposition counsel's mo- 
tion of lack of jurisdiction it was 
tossed out. Barke then filed his in- 
fringement charge with the federal 
court. 
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4 great musical score from MGM's production featuriag the MARX BROS. 


“A DAY AT THE RACES” 


The swell seore, by Gus Kahn. Kaper aud Jurmann follows: 


TOMORROW IS ANOTHER DAY 
AMESSAGE FROM THE MAN IN THE MOON 
ALL GOD’S CHILLUN GOT RHYTHM 
BLUE VENETIAN WATERS 


[Roeeins MUSIC CORPORATION @ 


799 7th Ave., New York 








| gardless of 


PMM ‘has done con- | months ego, and $75,000 last week | the Morris firm, rejoins that he was 


in Florida on the date, Dec. 239, 
1936, which Fox cites as having re- 
ceived the confirmation. Fletcher 
wrote Metro June 27 declaring that 
‘Bali's’ inclusion had never been ap- 
proved and demanding that the 
scenes in which it is used be taken 
out of the film. Fox holds that re- 
Fletcher’s resort to 
the deal stands since 
has always had a signa- 


technicalities 
he (Fox) 


| tured order of trusteeship from the 
| Morris firm. 








| the making of ‘Here's 


Morris had similar difficulties 
with Paramount on the use of ‘Mem- 
phis Blues’ in ‘Belle of the 960’s,’ 
with the result that it collected 
$1,250 for the world rights. 


; 7 - 
Lopez's Permission 


To Play Own Song 


Whether Maestro Vincent Lopez 
is privileged to make use of a song 
he co-authored in any way he de- 
sires is a question raised in a suit 
filed Saturday 424) in Federal Court, 
New York. 

Robbins Muste Corp. is seeking 
an injunction anq damages against 
Warner Bros. Picttyres and Vita- 
phone Corp., alieging @at Lopez did 
‘Stairways’ in a WB short without 
first geiting Robbins’ consent. 

Plaintiff admits the maestro with 
Adolph Deutsch composed the song 
in 1933 but sold their rights to the 
music corp. When Lopez contracted 
to do a short for Vitaphone he 
chose his own selections. Among 
them was ‘Stairways’ which, having 
had a hand in composing, he as- 
sumed he had the right to do. 


Jack Mills Sails Aug. 14 





Jack Mills will sail for Europe 
Aug. 14. He has had several offers 
from abroad for territorial represen- 
tation of his catalog and intends to 
make firsthand discussion of these 
propositions the major purpose of 
his trip. 

While on the other side he will 
also get together with Jimmy Camp- 
bell, head of Cinephonic Music, with 
which Mills has an exclusive alli- 
ance on this side. This affiliation 
gives Mills complete call on the 
scores of all Gaumont-British filmu- 
sicals. 


Dismissal for Movietone 


On Plagiarism Suit 
Movietone Music Corp. and 20th- 
Century-Fox Pictures won dismissal 
in Federal Court, N. Y., last week 
as defendants in the $1.000,000 song 
lifting suit insiituted by the Foreign 
and Domestic Music Corp. and So- 
cieta Anonima Musicale Bixie. Judge 
Murray Hulbert held the evidence 
insufficient to involve Movietone and 
Twentieth. He allowed plaintiffs 20 
days to amend the complaint. Same 
action is expected to be taken as to 
remaining defendants, Nino Martini, 
Herb Magidson. Con Conrad and the 
Sam Fox Publishing Co. 
Ciaim by Bixie outfit that its 
song, ‘Passa L’Amore’ was lifted in 
to Romance.’ 


sisted on $1,250 a week. 

‘If Whoozis (his ex-tunewrit- 
er) is getting $750 a week for 
doing nothing, I'm worth $1,250 
for doing nothing.’ 


GEO. GERSHWIN 
ESTATE MAY 
TOTAL 8006 











Letters of administration for the 
estate of the late George Gershwin 
have been filed with Surrogate Dele- 
hanty of New York on behalf of his 
mother, Mrs. Rose Gershwin. De- 
spite other reports, the composer did 
not leave a will, according to the 
application and under the state laws 
Gershwin’s entire estale goes to the 
mother, his father being deceased. 

Composer’s estate is said to top 
half a million and may approximate 
$800,000, mostly in cash and securi- 
ties. In addition, his mother will re- 
ceive Gershwin’s split in ASCAP for 
the balance of her life, also his in- 
terest in his two music publishing 
companies, New World (Harms) and 
Gershwin (Chappell). Gershwin’s 
art collection which includes the 
works of several masters is in stor- 
age, said to have already been given 
the mother by the composer. 

Application for papers from the 
court were filed by former Deputy 
Attorney General of N, Y. Abraham 
Rosenthal, who has been the family 
eounsellor for years and attorney 
Emanuel Alexandre. It is intended 
to have the ecomposer’s brother, Ira 
Gershwin, act as ancillary adminis- 
trator for that part of the deceased's 
estate in California. Brother applied 
for temporary administration papers 
on the Coast which action will prob- 
ably be revoked. 

Claim in California was that 
Gershwin was a citizen there which 
would make his estate subject to 
that state’s inheritance taxes. New 
York attorney however, contends that 
the deceased resided there but eight 
months and although he had a bank 
account in Los Angeles, his legal 
residence has always been in New 
York, He was not married, 


Pinkard Copyrights Go 
To Shapiro Bernstein 


Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. has ob- 
tained the renewal of copyrights on 
all Maceo Pinkard’s songs. ‘These 
include ‘Here Comes the Showboat,’ 





Little Girl, Don’t Cry.’ 
Pinkard’s tunes were 
published by this firm. 


originally 





Harold Flammer publishing ‘You 








pell Co., the Crawford Musie Co. and 
the Marlo Music Co., holds that any 
anti-bribery pledge should not be 
subject to the supervision of MPPA 
designees but to the authority of 
some Government bureau. It is his 
opinion that such covenant could not 
be otherwise made to work, and 
until the MPPA can induce the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission to take over 
the administration or enforcement 
of an industry Dreyfus prefers to 
stay out of the fold. 

Edwin H, (Buddy) Morris, head of 
the Warner music group, figures 
that he shouldn't be expected to’ pay 
a membership fee for every one of 
the combine’s catalogs, He considers 
the aggregate amount involved far 
too excessive for the services he 
might get from the MPPA. 

Indications are that the fee angle 
will be worked out to Morris’ sat- 
isfaction, while the Dreyfus con- 
tingency has prompted the MPPA 
to get busy with the FTC's authori- 
ties. 

Major firme still outside the MPPA 
fold are Irving Berlin, Inc. and 


| Robbins Music Cerp. 











‘Mammy o’ Mine’ and ‘Don't Cry, 


Hold My Heart, music by Robert 
|Enoch and Domenico Savino, lyrics | 
by J. Keirn Brennan and Irving 


| Israel. 


Tops in the Music Business 


MY 
CABIN 
OF 
DREAMS 


Coming, A New RKO Musical 
‘Life of the Party’ 


With This Great Score 
By ALLIE WRUBEL 
and HERB MAGIDSON 


Let’s Have Ancther 
Cigarette 


Roses In December 
Yankee Doodle Band 
So You Won't Sing 
Chirp A Little Ditty 
The Life Of The Party 
Irving Berlin, inc. 


799 Seventh Ave., New York 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
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BROWN and FREED’S Greatest Score 
By Far the Crowning Achievement of the Series 
M-G-M’S “BROADWAY MELODY OF 1938” 


i | 
1 
| With These “Hits to Come”: 
YOURS AND MIWE 
| I'M FEELIN’ LIKE A MILLION 
| YOUR BROADWAY AND MY BROADWAY 











GOT A PAIR OF NEW SHOES | 





Robbins Music Corporation ¢ 799 7th Ave., New York | 
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Next-to-Shut 


Heat Sloughs N. Y.’s Pure Burly BO’s 
Oriental Folds, Apollo, Eltinge on Verge 


Folly, Bklyn., May Go 
Vaudfilms in Sept. 


Brooklyn, may go vaude 


Burley House Fold-Ups May 
Menace Existence of. VRTA, 
Also Scribner’s Censorial Job 


Newly formed Variety Revue 
Theatre Assn. of New York (bur- 





Tom Senna, head of the 
(vaudeville) Federal Theatre 
Project in Boston, has a son, 
Don, who has just finished his 
apprenticeship for jockeying. 
Last Wednesday he rode his 
first race and every vaudevil- 
lian was leaning on the rail 
watching the kid ride. Don 
came in fourth and the boys 
turned away slowly, tearing up 
their tickets. A late member 
of the group rushed up and 











Heat socked all around late last 
week and beginning of current week, 
with trio of converted burleys taking 
a dive. 

The Apollo, downtown, with a re. 





the houses claim they will reopen, 
Quarterly dues of $500 for each 
theatre paid by the burley ops for 





Folly, 











lesque operators) and its ruling] .amninistering the expenses of the|| asked, ‘How did the kid make || gain in September. Had formerly puted $6,000. weekly nut, suffered 
Board of Governors (6), hand- VRTA and Scribner, according to | out?’ played five acts on split-week be-| with the others, but nevertheless 
picked by Mayor Fiorello H. La- SMesterson. will probably he returned | ‘The kid was in the fourth fore going film dualer. continued Ann Corio, Arthur and 
Guardia, practically dies aborning to the impresarios after expenses in- | spot,’ was the answer. eye pe Et he kB Morris 
with the closing or near-closing 00 | osced thant tae ave fest deducted. ‘Well’ said the newcomer, an @ rest 0 igh-priced lineup 


all the former bump-and-grind spots | 


for second week, but with entirely 
which reopened after a sapolioing | 


Foldup of the VRTA marks the | new production. Eltinge 


‘it’s a better spot than his old 


process a couple of weeks ago. 

With the association and the board 
vanishing in thin air also goes the 
job of executive secretary (censor) 
handed Sam S. Scribner. Latter was 
reported to have been set at $10,000 
annually, but a board member de- 
clared that Scribner’s stipend wasn’t 
to be anywhere near that amount. 

Also going up in smoke is the 
much-heralded revival of vaudeville 
via the former burley joints. That 
vaude was never really given a 
chance, the theatres sticking to the 
old burlesque formula of production, 
only whitewashed, is advanced by 
showmen as the chief reason the 
houses folded or are folding so sud- 
denly. 

Disbandment of the VRTA and 
eventually the Board of Governors 
is now a foregone conclusion, Only 
two of the five theatres which opened 
are still grinding. Last night (Tues- 
day), the Oriental gave up the ghost 
till at least the fall. H. K. and Mor- 
ton Minsky claim they'll reopen the 
house Sept. 3, again with colored 
shows. 


John F, Masterson, attorney and 
chairman of the Knights of Colum- 
bus Council in Brooklyn, who is 
chairman of the board selected by 
Mayor LaGuardia to keep the bur- 
lesque theatres decent, stated yester- 
day (Tuesday) that Scribner’s job 
will automatically end if and when 
the Apollo and Eltinge fold. As far 
as the board is concerned, he de- 
clared that it may continue though 
inactive till the fall, when some of 





quick death of the first organiza- | 


tion of the burley ops in years. Ever 
since stock burley invaded the Times 
Square area (the Republic started 
it), the theatre operators have been 
battling each other, with even rela- 
tives, chiefly the Minskys, pitted 
against one another. It was this 
competish that finally degenerated 
burlesque to such an extent that Li- 
cense Commissioner Paul Moss, after 
frequent complaints from civic and 
church groups, refused to renew the 
licenses last May 1. 


COLLECTS WITH GUN 


Cafe Prop Held on ‘Kidnap’ Charge 
After Forced Payoff 
Detroit, July 27. 

Frank Barbaro, proprietor of Bow- 
ery Cafe, walked into the Cham- 
pagne Bar last’ week, slapped and 
ordered Lou Captain, m.c., to come 
along at point of gun, and held him 
a prisoner until he dug up funds to 
pay off $350 debt. 

After the ‘kidnaping,’ which had 
caused much apprehension on part 
of police, was explained, officers held 
Barbaro on charges of kidnaping. 








AFA’S COAST BRANCH 


American Federation of Actors 
will open a Coast office within a few 
weeks. 

Ralph Whitehead, executive sec- 
retary, will go to Los Angeles to 
open the branch, 


man ever played in.’ 











Elkins, Youngman, 
Frohman Set In 
Yacht Club Show 


New Yacht Club, N. Y., moved one 
block west on 52nd street, opens 
Sept. 16, with Al Felchin operating. 
Old Yacht Club lost its liquor license 
early last spring because of a viola- 
tion, 

First show in the new spot, prac- 
tically next door to the Hickory 
House, will be topped by Henry 
Youngman, Frances Faye and Bert 
Frohman. Band will be batoned by 
Eddie Elkins. 

Initial show layout will stick for 
four weeks, with options. 


B’klyn Tivoli Mulls 
Resuming Vaudeville 











Tivoli, Brooklyn, which scrapped 
flesh shows a year ago, is talking re- 
sumption of stage shows next month. 
House is spotted in downtown shop- 
ping district of Brooklyn and has 
been going along as a dualer. 

Alex Hanlon formerly booked the 
Tivoli, splitting the week between 
Brooklyn house and Grand Opera 
House, N. Y., but exited when both 
tossed stage shows. 








Zelaya’s Route 





Don Zelaya, pianologist, having 
survived headache encountered by 
doing an accommodation date at the 
Republic, N. Y. last week, has been 


rewarded with what looks like aj} 


route, 

Zelaya opened at Atlantic City 
Steel Pier this week (26), jumps to 
the Oriental, Chicago, next week, 
with Riverside, Milwaukee, and Day- 
ton to follow after which he will 


settle down for an indefinite stay at 
the Drake Hotel, Chi. He has also 
been set for a six months’ European 


on 42d 


| Street, just across from the Apollo, 


also suffered at the b. o. 


Reports were around again Mon. 
day (26) that both the Apollo and 
Eltinge would fold tomorrow night 
(Thursday), but scouted, though 
both admitting a week-to-week ar- 
;rangement with performers, stage 
| hands and musicians. Both spots 
,have posted the provisional closing 
| notices. 
| Oriental, which had not been doing 
iso forte with its colored musical 
|opener, folded last night (Tuesday), 
|‘Swing Time Down South,’ due to 
succeed tomorrow (28), had been res 
called off Monday’s 
heat‘ as alibi, 





| hearsing but 
| session, with 


tour by Dick Henry, of the William | 


Morris Agency, skedded to open in | 


London next January. 





Philly Musicians Giving 


Nitery Scale Once Over 


Philadelphia, July 27. 
Scaie committee of Musicians’ lo- 
cal skedded to confab in few days 
on new price lists for next season’s 
nitery contracts. Understood there 
will be tilting all along the line. 


Proposal is to raise Class A from 
$52 to $58, B from $38 to $52, set C 
at $38 and D at $30. Hotel Phila- 
delphian will be shifted from B to A, 
as will Walton Roof, which, however, 
isn’t expected to reopen in the fall. 
Benny the Bum’s temporary position 
in the A strata will be made perma- 
nent, 





| 


| Hoey vs. Rosen for $800, 
Split Commish on Act 


| Herbert Hoey, agent, through his 
|attorney, Jonas Ellis, has instituted 
suit for $800 against Matty Rosen, 
j}also a vaude agent, in N. Y. mu- 
nicipal court. Amount involved is 
a split on commissions for Everett 
Marshall's engagement with Billy 
Rose at the Texas Centennial show 
at Ft. Worth last summer, 

According to papers, Hoey negoti- 
ated the Texas booking for Marshall 
for Rosen, who agreed to split com- 
mission. It avers further that Rosen 
collected $1,700 in commissions on 
the transaction and only paid Hoey 
$50 of that amount which precipi- 
tated Hoey’s suit to collect the re- 
mainder, $800. 


























“THE 





HIT 


OF THE BILL” 


Abel Green in ‘Variety’ 


Issue July 21, 1937 


TEXAS TOMMY 
Pony Act 

5 Mins. 

Rainbow Room, N. Y. 


dudish. 
Doll, 


Texas Tommy is a slick cowhand— 
anyway, his spurs and cha 

His pony is called 

Between the two they do a 





WO 


look 
Baby 





slick act for anybody’s nitery di- 





vertissement. 











‘A PARTICULAR 
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Abel Green In ‘Variety’ 
Issue July 21, 1937 








Being a cute "little pony, well- 


mannered and clever, and suavely 
cued by Texas Tommy, it’s a cork- 
ing novelty on any cafe floor. And 
the snootier the environment, the 


more effective the results. Hence, 
at the Rainbow Room it was a par- 
ticular wow. 


Tommy straights well for Baby 
Doll, and the equine performs nobly 
and well for the sugary rewards 
after each series of tricks. 

From the vet vaudeville viewpoint, 
the old hokum bucket about ‘how 
many days in the week?’ and ‘one 
and six are how many?’ is corny. 
But it’s all new stuff all over again, 
as the pony taps out the counts with 
his hoof. at’s more, now, as then, 
it’s sock variety fare. That’s why 
acts like Texas Tommy should come 
in for a renewed vogue all over ? 
again’ But instead of opening 
vaudevilie bills they're siated for 
features. Texas Tommy was the 


hit of the bill here. Abel. 











ALSO COMBINING THE 
MOST NOVEL WHIP AND 
SHOOTING PRESENTATION 


TEXAS 
TOMMY 


AND HIS WONDER PONY 


“BABY DOLL’ 


The Pony with Human Intelligence 
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NOW IN THIRD WEEK 
RAINBOW ROOM, ROCKEFELLER CENTER 
NEW YORK 


s 
ee Direction 
MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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BK LYN BURLYS 
VAMPIN’ “TIL 
READY 


Five former burley houses in 
Brooklyn whose ops had been 
watching the far from noble experi- 





. ss .. } 
ment of New York houses in transi- | orch, and Three Stooges, current at 


tion to so-called vaude under tag of 
‘Follies’ have decided to remain 
shuttered for summer, reopening, if 
at all, around Labor Day. 

Houses involved are. Minsky’s 
Brooklyn, Star and Century, ope- 
rated by the Raymonds; Oxford, 
Schwartz house, and the Casino (re- 
juvenated De Kalb), operated by 
Sam Briskman. Quintet were okayed 
for license, when word went out to 
the New York houses, and three of 
the group—Century, Star and Ox- 
ford were practically set to open this 
week—but the sudden shuttering of 
the Gaiety and Republic, New York, 
scared them off. Ops are marking 
time figuring something may be done 
to ease off the drastic La Guardia- 
Moss throttle when new season geis 
around. 


Phil Harris Band, 
Hold-Over Acts, 
At Dallas Exp 


With Phil Harris’ crew current for 
six weeks, having opened Saturday 
(24), and Benny Goodman going in 








_for 10 days immediately following, 


the Pan-American Casino in Dallas 
is set for music practically till the 
end of the run of the Greater Texas- 


Pan-American Exposition. One more 


name band is being sought to round 
out the musical end. 


For the last six weeks of the expo, 
the Casino will practically repeat 
its opening floorshow. Repeating 
acts will include Borrah Minevitch’s 
band sans Minevitch, who sticks on 
the Coast, and Stan Kavanaugh. 


Joan Davis, if picture commit- 
ments permit, will go into the 
Casino August 21. Diamond Boys 
and Florence and Alvarez, dance 
team, will be included in this show. 





VAUDE ACTS WHOOP 


UP G-E CONVENTION 


Curtis & Allen agency lined up 
three different vaude layouts for as 
many one-niters during the current 
sales convention of General Electric 
in the Thousand Islands, 

Included among acts are Walter 
Walters, Fred Zimbalist, Beale St. 
Boys, Frank Radcliffe, Selden and 
Endler, 4 Buds, Sunshine Sammy, 
Sleepy Williams, Martin Barnett, 
Don Ricardo, Charles Masters, 3 
Lunatricks and Tausha and Hammed. 

Performances were staged Sunday 
(25), Monday, and the windup is 
carded for tonight (Wed.). Frank 
Cooper of the C. & A. agency accom- 
panied troupe to stage the shows. 








Kay Parsons and Nitery 
Sued for Song Infring. 


The Paull-Pioneer Music Corp. 
and the Edwin B. Marks Music Corp. 
filed an infringement suit yesterday 
(Tuesday) in the federal court, N. Y., 
against Jimmie Dwyer, who oper- 
ates the Sawdust Trail, nitery, and 
one of his entertainers, Kay Parsons. 
Action involves 5,000 copies of the 
old-time songs, ‘Let Me Call You 
Sweetheart,’ ‘Sidewalks of New 
York’ and ‘In the Good Old Sum- 
mertime,’ which defendants are al- 
leged to have distributed for adver- 
tising purposes without plaintiffs’ 
okay. 

Suit asks $250 for each infringe- 
ment by Miss Parsons and $1 for 
each copy distributed. 








Cabin Kids’ 1-Nighters 

Cabin Kids, now with Billy Rose’s 
show at Ft. Worth, come east in mid- 
September. Will one-night toward 
New York, where they're slated for 
Educational shorts. 

Martin Wagner, of the Morris of- 
fice agenting. 


.vaude appearance 
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~ TAPS FOR COPS 


Bill Robinson Scrams Pay Date for 
Benefit Show 








Detroit, July 27. 

Bill Robinson, who promised police 
he would appear at their annual field 
day, is reported having cancelled 
in Atlanta last 
week so he could participate in the 
yearly event at Navin Field Satur- 
day (24). 

Others who took part in show, 
which drew about 35,000 persons and 
netted the police benefit association 
$100,000, were Vincent Lopez and 


Fox theatres. 


NO COIN; BED 'N’ 
BOARD PAYOFF 


—_—_—_—___- 





Several beer joints studding the 
side streets of the Times Square sec- 
tor who went tall millinery a couple 
of weeks ago und installed floor 
shows of a sort have not paid off 
since opening week. 


Performers have taken pay stop- 
page gracefully, without squawks, 
and are sticking around probably 
because they have no place else to 
go. One of the spots has a furnjshed 
room house on the side and has been 
domiciling its entertainers and chow- 
ing them aswell at the pseudo- 
nitery. Others are also grubstaking 
the performers with promise to make 
it up when biz improves. So every- 
body’s happy but the landlords, 


RUDNICK BANKRUPT, 
OWES $73,772; ASSETS 0 


Max Rudnick, theatrical producer, 
operator of the Eltinge, N. Y., filed a 
voluntary petition in bankruptcy in 
U. S. District Court, N. Y., Saturday 
(24), listing liabilities at $73,772 and 
no assets except $21,000 on exempted 
insurance, 

Among creditors named by Rud- 
nick is the Manning Amusement Co. 
for $30,000 on a lease of the Shubert 
Theatre, Phila, Other debts include 
$990 to the Four Square Holding Co. 
(Republic, N. Y.); Harry Sherman, 
ex-president of the motion picture 
ops Local 306, on a note for $142; H. 
Herk, $150, and $1,250 to Charles 
Hertsig. 

Several of Rudnick’s creditors are 
reported as having crowded him 
several weeks ago, which probably 
precipitated the voluntary filing. 
Upon reopening of the Eltinge, N. Y., 
two weeks ago, Rudnick is said to 
have been financed by outside inter- 
ests, with latest being that Abe 
Minsky and I. H. Herk after folding 
the Gaiety, N. Y., staked Rudnick to 
carry on at the Eltinge. 


4 Agents Battling Over 
7 Colored Acts in N. Y. 


Reopening of Minsky’s Oriental, 
N. Y., last week with sepia show 
policy precipitated what looked like 
a battle of the agents. Four 10%ers 
were booking the seven acts inter- 
woven in the show. Billy Sharp, 
Feet Edson, Sam Stiefel and Saul 
Leslie all claimed exclusive book- 
ing privileges on the shows. 

It gave an idea of what's left of 
show biz around N. Y. 


Friars in the Black 


Friars National Association, Inc., 
an offshoot of the former Friars Club 
have completed plans for expansion 
of its clubrooms alongside Edison 
hotel, N. Y. Eddie Miller, treasurer, 
reports that the Friars is out of the 
red for first time in years. 

New group was organized several 
months ago and now has a member- 
ship of 200. Col. Jay C. Flippen is 
abbott and Bobby Clark, dean, 























TRYING VAUDE AGAIN 
Akron, O., July 27. 

Palace theatres here and _ in 
Youngstown, which have not had 
stage shows for several weeks will 
get a vaude bill the week of Aug. 6. 

Henry Armetta and California Col- 
legians will head a four-act show 
that will split between the two 
houses. 





SHEP FIELDS, TED LEWIS 
RETURN-BOOKED IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, July 27, 

As result of their showings here in 
face of heat and general business 
conditions, both Shep Fields and Ted 
Lewis have been booked for return 
engagements at Stanley, WB deluxer, 
in Oetober. 
000 and $25,000 here 
about $7,000 better 
warm weather biz. 

Flesh bookings for Stanley still 
pretty sparse between now and early 
fall, so Harry Kalmine, zone mana- 
ger for circuit here, has gone to New 
York for a week to try and fill in the 
schedule. Latest attraction set is 
Jackie Coogan and his band unit 
week of Sept. 17. 

House expects to go right along 
with regular presentation policy and 
no labor difficulties, like those of 





on 
than 


last year, which interrupted pol- 
icy for several months, expected. 
Musicians still have a year to go 


after Sept. 1, when pay goes up 10% 
‘oh their current déal. 





Chi Agents Going 
For Golf in Big Way; 
Nuthin’ Else to Do 


Chicago, July 27. 

Suceess of their joint cooperative 
golf tournament held at the Bon-Air 
Country Club last Thursday (22) has 
the vaudeville agents and bookers 
here planning to make it a monthly 
affair. Jack Kalcheim, who headed 
Thursday’s event, has been put in 
charge of the next one, which is 
planned for August, and to be held 
at another course. 

Every agent and booker contributed 
$3 for the day’s play, to be used 
for prizes and incidental. expenses. 
Warren Jones walked off with the 
first prize with a score of 90, Roy 
Bruder got second, Nat Kalcheim 
third, and Al Borde fourth, with 
Sam Bramson taking the booby 
prize, 137 strokes. 

Tournament was attended by 42 
agents and bookers, most of whom 
swatted the ball. Max Turner, Sam 
Bramson, Sam _ Roberts, Charlie 
Hogan, Dave and Harry Balaban, 
Dick Bergen, Warren Jones, Al 
Borde, Nate Platt, Louie Lipstone, 
Roy Bruder, Eddie Elkort, Jack and 
Nat Kalcheim, Marty White, Sammy 
Clark, Sam Kahl, Lou Reinheimer, 
Aaron Jones, Jr., Billy Diamond, 
Billy Snyder, Billy White, Will 
Singer, Benny Feldman, Tom Burchill 
and son, Don Leeds, Marty Schwartz, 
Ed_ Sligh, Billy Rankin, Anton 
Scibilia, George Howe, and Sylvan 
Goldfinger. 





Bands hit between $24,- | 





a week, | 
average | 





BURLY FLOPS. AFA DUES DEDUCTIONS, 
DELAYED PAYOFFS--JUST JOLLY MOMENTS 


Hectic Things ’n’ Stuff Attendant to N. Y. Burlesk’s 
Revivals (and Quick Expirations)—Chinese Act 


Pinched, Payoffs 
Bum Biz, Etc. 











See Forum This Week 
Veteran advances a number 
of interesting slants on burles- 
que and what first popularized 
it. 
In the Forum this week’ on 
page 63. 





Saratoga Nags 
Draw De Luxe 





Floor Line-Ups 


Present racing season at Saratoga, 
N. Y., is turning into a field day for 
Music Corp. of America bookings. 
Agency has set the entire show at 
the Arrowhead Inn, including Xavier 
Cugat orch, Gracie Barrie, Rodney 
McLennan and Veloz and Yolanda. 

MCA deal at Piping Rock, at the 
same resort, placed Vincent Lopez 
and Rufe Davis. Eddie Elkins and 
Ramon and Renita are at Riley’s. 
Several other offices have spotted 


acts in the resort’s niteries. Manie 
Sacks did the MCA booking. 


ACTS INCOGNITO 
IN N.Y. BURLEYS 


Vaude acts playing the reformed 
burleys seem to peg them clandestine 
dates, since they are not urging 
house billing or announcements, and 
in many instances are not using their 
act names, 

Hiding identity gag is said to be 
occasioned because of the rock-bot- 
tom remuneration acts are receiving, 
they don’t want to have some one 
flash the low price contracts when 
they ask for better coin from better 
spots. 











Lewis-Turek’s Units 


Jack Lewis, formerly with Billy 
Rose, and Sol Turek, have formed a 
vaude producing partnership. 

Duo will produce several units, 
first of which will be titled ‘Main 
Street to Broadway,’ currently in 
process of casting. Pair also have 
legit production ambitions. 





4A’s Gives AFA Jurisdiction in N.Y.’s 
Whitewashed Burley Houses—2 Left 





Jurisdictional row between Bur- 
lesque Artists Association and Ameri- 
can Federation of Actors as to which 
has jurisdiction over the sapolioed 


burley houses was decided in favor 
of latter last week by unanimous 
vote of the Four A’s. 

Ruling characterized the shows 
vaude despite girly build-ups and in 
some cases retention of burlesque 
comics and other burlesque perform- 
ers, Decision gives AFA full control 
of situation to exclusion of BAA, 
which formerly held contracts with 
houses involved in policy change. 
With the decision, Four A’s also in- 
corporated scathing denunciation of 
the burley house operators in per- 
mitting shows to degenerate to such 
a stage as to warrant official atten- 
tion and subsequent obliteration. 

While admitting the loss of the 
New York houses was to be re- 
gretted, Thomas Phillips, president 
of the BAA, said his organization 
would abide by the decision. Ralph 
Whitehead, executive sec of AFA, 





advocated ‘closed shop’ for all 
houses. However, BAA members in 





good standing will not be nicked 
customary initiation fee, but will 
have to kick in with dues when play- 
ing the houses, and if they want to 
straddle AFA and their own organi- 
zation it is okay all around, 

Phillips called a meeting of his 
group at the Union Church Audi- 
torium Friday (23) midnight to ex- 
plain the New York situation after 
having previously been notified of 
the Four A’s decision. The vaude 
classification also abrogates BAA 
control of chorus, with latter going 
to Chorus Equity, since AFA has no 
chorus branch. Chorus Equity mulled 
the matter over the weekend and on 
Monday (26) announced a _ $25 
weekly scale for 28 performances 
and 1/14 for Saturday midnights, or 
other extra performances, Equity’s 
edict means $1 weekly tilt for the 
house girls, 

Musicians and stagehands unions 
will continue to play ball with the 
two houses currently open, Apollo, 
and Eltinge, invoking the former 
burlesque policy scale despite re- 
classification as vaude. Both may 
fold Thursday (29). 


Stalled, Sunday Shortages, 


Despite hourly denials, Billy Min- 
sky’s Republic, N. Y., folded abruptly 
after Thursday nite’s show (22), be- 
ing the second casualty among re- 
opened burley houses making a stab 
at vaude policies, following closely 
upon the shutdown of the Gayety, 
N. Y., previous Sunday (18). Orien- 
tal folded last night (Tuesday). 

With scanty takings of the week 
insufficient to meet the payroll for a 
time it looked like no pay-off and 
both back stage and the Republic's 
alley resounded with wails from 
choristers and acts. But the ops had 
gone out to dig up deficit of the pay- 
roll and a backstage Paul Revere 


| made the rounds of coffee-pots and 


other nocturnal spots to round up 
the bunch for payoff at 2 a.m. 

Upon checking up on their re- 
muneration both acts and line girls 
found they had been shorted the ex- 
tra coin for the midnight perform- 


| ance last Satweday. They howled a 
| lot but took no further action, prob- 


ably reconciling themselves that the 
short payoff was better than no pay- 
off at all. 

To add further to the merriment of 
a chaotic evening, two burly gend- 
armes mooched in for the last show 
and grabbed the Shanghai Wugh Wa 
troupe, Chinese -novelty act, on a 
charge of permitting unlawful per- 
formance of a minor with act. Act 
employs 10 year old boy. Someone 
smuggled the kid out of the theatre 
before the cops could grab him. This 
precipitated a burn-up and instead 
of issuing summonses, which is the 
usual procedure, they arrested Wugh 
Wa. Latter reposed in the pokey 
until his agent, William Shilling, ar- 
ranged bail Friday afternoon (23). 

Presence of the cops was relayed 
to the Weinstocks and the house 
manager upstairs, but instead of 
coming down they scrammied and it 
was this absence, at close of the 
show, that led all to believe they'd 
been left on the ‘lot. 

Dues and ‘Extras’ 

Another rumpus among the acts 
at payoff was the American Federa- 
tion of Actors’ nick from the weekly 
stipend and other ‘extras’. deducted 
in addition to no extra pay for Sat- 
urday midnite show. Don Zelaya’s 
envelope was $51 shy, not counting 
previous deductions of agent’s com- 
mission and social security tap. In 
explanation, act was told that $31 
had been handed over to the AFA 
for back dues in exchange for per- 
mission to Zelaya to play the date, 
and the other $20 nick was for use 
of piano for his act, Zelaya ‘burned’ 
on this, claiming management was 
supposed to furnish a piano under 
terms of his contract. When he had 
showed up for rehearsal the opening 
day of the show, and asked for the 
piano, management had told him 
there was none in the house and 
asked where they could get one. 
Zelaya stated the Harmon would 
loan one, gratis, but they would 
make a charge of haulage both ways. 
Harmon's bill was $20 and Zelaya 
was nicked for it. When querying 
about the $31 AFA tap he was told 
he had signed a promissory note be- 
fore being allowed to open. He 
knew he signed a promise to pay, 
but not in a single week, 

Anthony and Rogers, another 
standard act, were likewise tapped 
for practically half their salary for 
AFA back dues. When this got 
noised around it made it tougher 
than ever for those now open burley 
houses to line up new bills, due to 
the arbitrary AFA procedure and 
other things. 

With the demise of Oriental, Gaiety 
and Republic there remains but two 
of the former burley houses in oper- 
ation in N. Y. The Apollo is holding 
over the Ann Corio-topped show for 
a second week. The Eltinge, across 
the street on 42d has shaved the 
operating nut $800 weekly and has 
installed a new show, but despite 
the pruning and fixing both houses 





are expected to fold tomorrow 
(Thursday ). 
LOCUSTS REUNITE 


Locust Sisters. who dissolved some 
time ago, have reunited and cure 
rently ethering over WOR. 





Harmony trio set for one of Leon- 
ard Sillman’s musicals next season, 
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Night Club Reviews 





BENNY LEONARD'S 


(EW YORK) 

Gentleman. Banny Leonard, one 
of the most popular fistic champions 
on record, got off to a flying. start 
with the restaurant bearing his 
name: Spot is om 72nd: street, N. Y., 
just east of Broadway; was: dated to 
debut Saturday (24), but after a mid- 
week press reception many diners 
sought admission and were accom- 
modated, : 

Leonard’s is long and narrow with 
a balconade effect and so constructed 
that it has two-floor height, which 
makes the air conditioning more ef- 


fective. Persons on the. upper level 
may see the entire lower floor 
through large mirrors: Place cost 


$95,000) the champ saying he saved 
some money from the Lew Tendler 
fight, Latter,, also) hes: long: con- 
ducted a cafe on Broad street, 
Philadelphia. Leonard has: one as- 
sociate, Max. Engler,, a vet restaurant 
man, 

For the past’ five years Leonard 
has: been on the radio witty fight talk 
and refereed! contests: of that kindi 
He hadi several pieces of preperty, 
but explained: he nearly had: to: re» 
turn to the fighting: game’ in order 
to collect. the rents, so decided to 
give up all other. activities. and. de» 
vote his: time to the cafe. He figures 
the place is midtown for residential 


. ‘ 














TED 
WEEMS 


Orchestra} 


Just concluded record 





= 





\ fairly 
) Sung with: gusto’ and’ with the tall 


"The 


dibers. by 
j, good-looking, but far from: excep- 





(breaking engagement— 
| Aquacade—Great Lakes 
, Exposition—Cleveland " 
o 

NOW APPEARING. 


CHICAGO, CHICAGO 
* 
-NBC—Every Monday night 
with Fibber M’Gee and 
Molly—Jehnson Wax Pro- 

‘gram. 

. Returning — Trianon Bail 
‘room, Chicago, Aug. 27th. 
! Returning MBS—Suidays, 
| Varady of Vienna Program, 
| Sept. 26th. 

: MANAGEMENT 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 
| PERSONAL DIRECTION 


| GEORGE OVESON 
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4/ sive floor show of which Yule 


jimakes her the only real’ 











New York and it cam be reached 
from Times Square within a few 
minutes; On the other hand} Jack 
Dempsey’s, @# more pretentious 
establishment, has been considerably 
dependent on what goes on at Madi+ 
son Square Garden. Tony Can- 
zoneri’s cafe, also close to the Gar- 
den, has been something of a prob- 


lem) since opening several’ months}, 


agp: 
_ aes has a 65-foot bar, with 
six men behind the mahogary dur- 
ing the evenings. There is piped 
music, which is okay, since there is 
no room for an orchestra. However, 
Roberts Troubadors entertain among 
the tables. It is a singing. and) in- 
strumental’ trio: Place has a capac- 
ity of 225, and. with a moderately 
priced. menu. should: be a natural) 
champ’s: personality being. a factor. 
Ibee: 


MINNESOTA TERRACE 


(MINNEAPOLIS) 
Minneapolis, July 25. 

On the last lap of his six-week en- 
gagement at this hostelry, Lou 
Breese;. en route to the New York 
French Casino, pulled out of his 
entertainment bag: an innovation for 
local. dine-and-dance spots.. Ih this 
swankiest Twin City’ niteriz: where 
the customers’ come’ prinvarily to 
dine, dance and drink instead of for 
floor shows) Breese dished up a 
lengthy operatic’ singing: interlude; 
going over with a: bang: 

With Joe Griffen, robust Irish 
tenor, and Kay Morton, soprano, as 
soloists and male chorus of six, ex- 
cerpts from. ‘The Student. Prince’ 
brought down tiie ‘house.’ 


and: debonair Breese: conducting,;, this 
proved a stirring,. pleasant: diversion: 
paying guests’ couldn’t be 
satisfied until Griffen: warbled: ‘Irish 
Eyes.’ 

Preceding were three dance num- 
Rodrigo: and Francine; a 


tionally talented ballroom pair, and 


| Breese’s. trumpet and’ banjo selec+ 


tions; always: highly acceptable. The 
band's dance music. is. well. played 
and’ makes for the sort of enjoyment 
sought here. Business: always: forte: 
Rees; 


BERTOLOTTIS, N. Y. 


This West 3d: street spot in Green+ 
wich Village is # bit of a revelation 
in. that. it. does. business on almost 


jany night and’ for the tg oem | 


good’ reason that tHe tariffs are suc 
that everybody can-have a good time 
without any mental 
anent the size of the check. The 
$1.25-$2 table d'hotes’ (Italiam motif) 
are’ augmented by a snappy dance 
combo and’ a fairly- good i reg m+ 
ur- 
noy is mistress of ceremonies, 
Claimed to: be a. 100% full-blooded 
‘CHerokee (although she’s paleface 


"enough: to’ belie the redskin’ Herit- |’ 


age); Mme, Bertolotti: this 
100% 
American: mic. in a nitery. Ann 
White: (New Acts) is: the prime: at- 
traction augmented by an ada- 
— high-kicking dancer, Joyce 
ay, and 3 Little Sachs. 
been on. the air for the: Sachs fur- 
niture’ store: for some 15 years, but 


this marks their nitery debut. al- 


avers 


though: they’ve appeared® on other). 
| rostrums. 


Male trio do their s 
with verve’ and’ eclat' and fit: nicely 
into’ shows of this type;, bringing 
along also a. bit: of. a name: because 
of their mike veteranship: Dance 
band’ is headed’ by Orville Rand. 
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PIERMONT 


MANAGER 
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reservation |, 


Latter have}! 





|| @ 15 YEARS ACO e 


(From Wartery and Clipper) 








Municipal Opera, St. Louis,. im the 


‘Miss Springtime’ simultaneously 
‘By the company. First clash over 
\vights, 





| For once stage hands and musi-+ 
cians did not ask for hoist. 





Local. 306, N. Y. projgectionists, up 
in arms against a2 10% cut ordered 
by Theatre’ Owners) Chamber of 
Commerce: 

Ted Iewis back at the NM Y. 
Palace. Closing. the first half so he 
could not stop the show. Disap- 
pointment in’ the non-appearance’ of 
the Four Mortons: so W. C. Fields 
did the: Family Ford skit! himself. 
Jim Harkins usuaily did the act. 

Jim Furope's band’ opened on the 
Keith circuit. Carried 38’ men. 








Motion. Picture» Theatre Owners 
‘started’ a drive to persuade houses 
to: use’ ‘free’ music. No dice; The 
hits were needed. 

Picture showmen alarmed: N: Y. 
law’ just! enacted’ stressed’ fire pre+ 
vention. Figured it would’ close at 
least: 500' houses in the’ state: 

WOR’ broadtast' the’ storm and 
forest’ fire’ effects in the stage play 
‘The Storm.’ In connection with a 
fire prevention drive. 

Raymond! Hitchcoek did’ a vaude 
tryout in Washington. Not se hot, so 
they forgot it. 





Bway season ended with a record 
number of flops, but not bad on the 
hits. ‘Bat’ was ending a two year 
run and! ‘Music Bbx Revue’ was only 
iseven: weeks: shy of a year. ‘Shuffle 
Along’ had done’ 60) weeks and ‘The 
Pirst: Year’ rani 85. 





' Vaude’ managers: shaking: their 
heads andi predicting: that big time 
;vaude would give’ way to the small 
time’ brand: It did) worse’ than that 





Cincy Shubert’s: Vaudfilm 
Cincinnati, July 27. 
RKO? Shubert 
from summer darkness July 30' fon 
la’ run’ of a’ month’ or so on pictures 
‘Before getting. into vaudfilm policy 
‘for the: new season: Opening’ pic 
iwill’ be ‘Good Earth’ at regular 
seale. 
Front of house’ is bedecked' with 
isiens Ballyhooing: the engagement’ as 
‘“& world premiere at popular prices.’ 





Vaude: Again at Fay’s, Philly 

Fay’s; Philadelphia, reverts to 
Vaude’ on full: week policy on Aug: 27 
jafter a’ summer of straight+films’ 
showing. 
' House’ dropped: flesh: for the: hot 
istretch: on! May. 27. Eddie: Sherman 
booking: 


| Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Edith Cohen and Ruth Hatch 
iweek-ending' to» good’ results, while 
\going: over the check-up» thing; 

Frisco DeVere (Scarsdale, N.Y.) 
Adirondacking with her sister after 
jsuccessful op: 
| Dr. George’ Wislon;. actor’s: medico} 
Pittsburghing with his folks. 

Salvadore Ragone, bedded for so 
many years, now going. down town 
‘on’ exercise: He's a’ former United 
|Artists producer. 

, After three months in hospital 
‘care, Bobby Graham is still limping 
around from that auto jam. 
| Joseph Vaughey left Denver for 
‘California for. change’ of air. 

The Adirondack Grill flopped with 
itheir flesh shows and shuttered. 

Coming and going: Dorothy Max- 
lwell (Rochester, N. ¥.) to New York 
City...Anton Anderson to Staten 
‘Island...Russ Kelly to Montreal... 
Happy Benway to: bed...Marilyn 
‘Moran to Lake Placid. ..Kay Gold- 
‘berg to St. Albans, Vt...Lester Shee- 
han to Dorsey Terrace...The Leon- 
‘ard’ Grottes to’ Montauk Point... 
Tommy’ Vicks to Rochester, N: H. 

Hottest spell here in 20 years, spots 
that’ used’ flesh and orks folding’ up, 
Tourists are hitting: the’ state's free 
‘camp sites, entertainment being 
‘given there’ now. 

Local! baseball team has two hoof- 
‘ers, Kittridge’ and Hafey. It’s an off- 


‘to-Buffalo to first on: long: hits. 
Write to those ill wiom you know 





in Saranac and elsewhere. 


courts to prevent broadtvasting of 


with the presentation of the operetta:}. 


is set to emerge’ 





Wednesday, July 28, 1987 





NEW 





ACTS 





FRANCES FA¥E 

Singer,, Pianist 

9 Mins.. 

State,, N. ¥. 

Miss. Faye is» from 52d: street by 
way of Hollywood), having: just com+ 
pleted a Bing: Crosby film chore out 
thar. She is also: the ‘originator of 
Zawiezu-nauz. All this is proudly 
announced via: p:a: prior to her step» 
ping. out. And despite’ which’ she 
makes an okay fill-in vaude or pic- 
ture’ House turn. 

That! hot! seat’ style’ of singing: Miss 
Faye exemplifies: seems to be popu- 
lax these days: There are some 'aik,’s 
around who remember when: it! was 
called coon-shouting; and. was okay, 
too. These fads come and go. While 
it’s here; Miss: Faye should cash’ in) 
She may not! sing: good; but! she’ sings 
loud. 

Incidentally; Her piano’ playing’ is 
extra fine, se she won't have to 





worry about a job when the’ new | 


era of peace and quiet comes. back. 
Kauf,. 


TEXAS SAM HINTON 
Music,. songs 

# Mins. 

Stanley,, Pitts; 


One’ of the few Major Bowes 
amateurs. who looks like he might 
go’ places as a pro. He's a modi-+ 
fied) hillbilly,. has: a pleasant, youth+ 
ful personality and niece trick. voice 
that fits into those old prairie 


mentsi he warbles. Hinton: starts out 


iplaying: a miniature’ accordiom and 


harmnonica: simultaneously, then: gets 
amaring: results from a’ semi-classic 
out: of an: ordinary tin’ whistle 
Finishes: up with: a couple: of. Lone 
Star ballads,. accompanying: himself 
on the guitar. 

Boy’ registers. all the way and’ had 
a tough time getting’ off Novelty 
bet: for nitery or stage and, with a 
little attention: to physical appear- 
ance; sHould’ go) places; Cohen: 


ANN WHITE 
Songs: 
Bertolotti's; Ni ¥ 


Ann: White. has: potentialities for 
the bigtime: supper spots. She’s a 
songstress who falls under the ‘so- 
phisticated’ classification, Her lyrics 
are’ pert, but not’ smutty, and; what’s 
more,. her personality and: delivery 
are’ such: that. she’ doesn't’ need’ the 
double-entendtre; other than: what’ is 
accepted’ in. the’ smarter hotels and 
niteries. 

At this Greenwich Village restau- 
rant Miss White, despite the al fresco 
atmosphere; evidences: that she’ has 
that! intangible: something. to hold 
"em; and: she: delivers handily. 

Her songs are’ special’ and: culled 
from. the: revues; All got’ over ex- 
cepting. that one. Rodgers: and. Hart 
lyric from ‘On Your Toes, which; 
to’ a’ $4:40' audience; is one: thing—to 
a $1.50 table d'hote assemblage it 
should’ be’ omitted. Abel. 


JERRY PERKINS 
Songs 

10’ Mins. 
Paramount; N: Y.- 

Youth; voice; diction’ and’ per- 
sonality are all in the: equipment: of 
Jerry Perkins;, the lad who’ was 
picked. up recently in Chieago by. 
Mal Hallett and is: now a: part: of 
Hallett’s orchestra, but: doubling. for 
no: instruments. 

Perkins has- a’ bit of’ a tear in his 
voice and’ a good’ style: of delivery. 
The voice isn’t of smash caliber but 
has what! it takes: to get the listeners, 
being: sweet, clear and audibly pleas- 
ing. 

On: engagement here: with the Hal- 
lett orchestra, he: did four numbers, 
two as encores; all: pops. The love 
ballad: is: his meat: Very likely 
Perkins is going. places that are 
worthwiile; Char. 





las | 





| 


| 


jerally, as welll as‘ for floors, 





TEDDY GRACE 
Songs: 

10 Mins; 
Paramount, N. Y. 

‘Teddy Grave isn't long on voice 
and diction, but she's anything. but 
short on selling.. She's: a torcher who 
favors the type of numbers that are 
of Harlem flavor and does them best 
with a touch of Harlemania spicing 
Such: as‘ ‘Sti. Louis: Blues,’ ‘Goong 
Goo’ and ‘Underneath the Harlem 
Moon’ are right up Her alley. “Tie 
You and: Me That! Used! to Be" is. less 
her type of. song: 

Working: feverishly for audience 
pull; Miss Grace makes a: nice ap- 
pearance’ and’ should be: quite: an ar- 
ceptable single for stage dates pen. 
Char. 





Nitery Porter Held 
As “Toreh’’ Slayer 
Detroit;. July 27; 

Fire; obviously started! to conveal 
murder of' a 16+year-old@! high: school 
girl, destroyed: the: Day Break Inn 
roadhouse; near New Baitimore, 
Mich,, early last’ Thursday moming 
(22. 

Picked’ up in Clevetand' as suspert 
in’ the tore slaying; James: McCor- 
mack, porter at’ the nocturnal’ spot) is 
being’ held here, but! has denied! Hav- 
ing murdered Mary Jane’ Mohan, 
whose body was found' in an oil- 
soaked bed: in one of the rooms 
above the ta#verm 


McCormack, however, admitted he 


took $75 front the roadhouse safe as 
the fire broke’ out. 





Nitery Placements 


Eva Ortega, Mt, Royal-hotel, Mont- 
real, indef. 

Ozzie’ Nelson; the’ Lathrops; Bobby 
DuPont; Astor Roof, Ni. Y. 

Jane (and' Katherine)’ Lee; Leon & 
Eddie's; Ni ¥. 

Milton Douglas. (singer); and 
Simpson's: Marionettes, Versailles, 
N. Y 





Wini. Shaw. and Ramon and Renita 
opened’ at Riley's: Inn; Saratoga; 
NW: ¥., mg (263: 

Consuelo Fiowerton and: 3' Cratk- 
erjacks,, CHateau’ Moderne; Ni Y,; 
formerly: the Monseigneur. 

Jack Osterrtan;.m.c.,. Edith: Roark, 
Floria Vestoff, Gaye Dixon, Joan 
Vickers, CHiquita and‘ Buddy Wag- 
ner’s orchestra; new show at Club 
Mirador, Ni Y. 

Eddie’ Garr joins the: held-over 
Irene’ Beasley’ at’). Marden's: Riviera, 
Fort Lee,.N,.J. 

Henry LaMarr rejoined the show 
at Bill's: Gay Nineties; N: Y.,. after 
short! vacation. 











FRANK LIBUSE 


Dressed: by 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON; ENG: 
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* Birthday, Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting: Cards 
In Boxed Assortments 
Very Liberal Commissions 


Write for particulars 
DOROTHEA ANTEL 


| 226) West 72nd’ St. New York, N. ¥. 
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NEXT WEEK (Aug. 2) 
THIS WEEK (July 26) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week 
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RKO 





Provincial 








CHICAGO 
Palace (30) 
Duke Ellington Orc 
(23) 


Forsythe, 8S & F 
Marjorie Gainsw'rth 
Preisser Sis 

Frank Gaby 


6 Lucky Boys Nelson's Elephants 
Steve Evans (23) 

Lucy Monroe Ozzie Nelson Ore } 
Lyon & Marlowe Harriet Hilliard 
Shaw & Lee Grace & Nico 


Preisser Sis Don 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (30) 

Van Cello & Mary 

6 Debonnaires 


Cummings 
DENVER 

Orpheum (30) 
Fred 





Waring Orc 





Loew | 








WASHINGTON | 


Capitol (30) 


NEW YORK CITY 
State (29) | 


Don Francisco Bert Nagle Co | 
Imis Zingone Guy Robertson | 
Slim Timblin | Ross & Bennett | 
Stuart & Martin Vic Hyde | 
Gus Arnheim Orc Crawford Ore { 








JAY AND LOU 


SEILER 


Appearing at 
RILEY’S 
SARATOGA, NEW YORK 


Dir: LEDDY & SMITH 











Paramount 











NEW YORK CITY 


Oriental (30) 
Paramount (28) 


| Popey ce 


f Betty 3oop 
oR cyl ode DALLAS 
Val Setz ean eee (39) 
~] 7 i aTris re 
BOSTON Georges & Jalna 
Metropolitan (30) anny Toes 
Geo Prentiss 4 Craddocks 


Masters & Rollins Arren & Broderick 
El Cota Co 


Neilagoodelle Att ETROIT 
paltort’'s Bear Michigan (30) 
Prioska Tip Tap Toe 
Georgia Hayes Vialet Cartson 
CHICAGO Carl Freed Co 


Chieago (30) 
Martha Raye 
Jack Williams 


ST. PAUL 
Orpheum (30) 
Major Bowes Co 











Warner 








PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (30) 
Clyde Lucas Cre 
(23) 

5 Jansleys 

Le Paul 

Brown & Ames 

Herman Bing 

Wells & 4 Fays 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (30) 

Will Osborne Bd 

3 Stooges 


(23) 

Maior Bowes Co 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (30) 

Liazeeds 

Brown & Ames 
Steve Evans 

Gene, DeQuincy & L 


Enrico-Novello Co 
Tommy ‘Trent 
Condos Bros 
Forsythe, S &'F 
Aarons & Barna 








Independent 








CHICAGO 30rdon & Rogers 
State Lake (30) Edna May Harris 
Toy & Wing Billy Banks 


Spillers Seals 
Bobby Pinkus Co 
B Minevitch Co 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (36) 
Noble Sissle Bd 
Chilton & Thomas 


KANSAS CITY, MO 
Tower (30) 
Stevens Bros & B 
Roy Lee & Dunn 

4 O’Connors 
Patsy O'Connor 








London 








Week of July 26 | 


Canterbury M. H. ISLINGTON 


; Ist half (26-28) Blue Hall 

veo Betton Ist half (26-28) 

Swan & Leigh Betty Turnbull & O 
2d half (29-21) Hintoni Bros 

Betty Turnbull & O 2d half (29-31) 

Hintoni Bros Geo Betton 


Dominion Swan & Leigh 
Wilfrid Greene 6 | LEWISHAM 
Trocadero Rest. | Palace 
Stone & Tee | Troise Mandoliers | 
Cookie Bowers i LEYTONSTONE 
Audrey Samson Rialto : 


Stetson 
BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Ted Joyce Bad j 
CAMDEN TOWN | 
Gaumont 
Rawicz & Landauer | 
CLAPTON 
Rink i ° 
Victor Moreton ‘ 


Bertini & Clarke 
Bway Bs & Brenda 


Jose Moreno 

SHEPH’RDS BUSH 

Pavilion 

Don 

Levanda 
STREATHAM 

Palace | 

Troise Mandolie:s 
TOOTING 
Granada 

Willards 

Sereno & June 

Angela Puarselles 


TOTTENHAM 


| Lee 





EAST HAM Palace 
Granada | Victor Moreton 
Gandi Bros 
E pDMONtTON TOTTENHAM 


COURT ROAD 
Paramount 
Anton Be 


Empire > 
J Maskelevne ( 


; Connor & 
| Masa 


| Yula 


June 


Kay 


Week of July 26 


ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
Melvin 


Lyndon & Moore 


Gs 


Claude Lester 


|} Manitos 


Ike Hatch 

Sylvestri 

Racos Tr 
ALDERSHOT 
Hippodrome 


Dericks'n-Brown Co | 


Burton 
Eve 


Brown 
Becke 

Drake 
Hirukawa Co 
Haval & Byl 

7 Romas 

Archie Elray 


| Tom O'Halleran 


Adairs 





i 


EDINBURGH 
Royal 
Naughton & 
Doris Ashton 
Howard 
Hengler 
Cotrillos 
Duncan's Collies 
Mite & Welford 
GLASGOW 
Paramount 


Gold 


Rogers 
Bros 


Joe Loss Bd 
LEEDS 
Paramount 
Hal Yates 


PLYMOUTH 
Palace 


Levis Discoveries 
Jovers 

Devere Blondes 
Russ Carr 

Devon & Wayne 


} 
is 


Holmes & 


Juggling Re 


Edwark 


tiers 
t § 





i Cabaret Bills | 





NEW YORK CITY 


Barney Gallant's 
June Elkins 
Luan Craig 

3 Musical Rogues 
Meri & Meriam 

3 Dandies 


Bertolotti’s 
Jimmy Whalen 
Tommy Harris 
Flournoy 
Nysa Alna 
Joyce Faye 
Greta Lewis 


Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Eddie 
Spike 


Ore 


Leonard 
Harrison 
Ethel Gilbert 
Gus Wicke 
Emitt Casey 
Jim Bishop 
Henry LaMarr 


Caliente 
Beth Raborn 
Helen Shaw 
Ruth Wayne 
Carol Sis 
3 Rhythm Boys 
Caliente Cabelleros 


Chateau Moderne 
H Leonard Ore 
Consuelo Flowerton 
3 Crackerjacks 
Claremont Inn 
Jolly Coburn 


Club Gaucho 
Vaccaro’s Orch 
Jose Diaz 
Trini Plaza 
Lita Moya 
Helen Virgil 
Dimitri 

Club Mirador 

(Roof Garden) 
Buddy Wagner Ore 
Jack Osterman 
Edith Roark 
Floria Vestoft 
Gaye Dixon 
Chiquita 
Joan Vickers 

Club Yumurt 
Don Hilberto Ore 
Antonio & Carito 
Sarita Herrara 
Rosita Ortega 
Portia Porter 


Ore 


Jack Demprey's 
E Carpenter Ore 


E! Chico 
Don Alberto Ore 
Carlos Montoya 
3 Pampero 


_D’'Avolos & A 


Antonita Morales 
Jose & Patricia 
Las Guarecitas 


| Rolando 


El Morocco 
Ernie Holst Ore 
Frotics 

Ralph Watkins Ore 
Glen Island Casino 
Nye Mayhew Orc 
Helen Reynolds 
Doug Newman 
Harry Williford 

flickory louse 
Joe Marsala Ore 
Jim Moorehead 
Ray Biondi 

Hickory Lodge 


| (Larchmont, N. Y.) 


Herber Steiner Orc 
Hal Kerry 
Annabelle 
Uilyw'd Restaurant 
Mitchell Ayres Orc 
E Jelesnick Ore 
Jean Sargeant 
Lorraine 

6 Debonairs 

L. Manning & Mitzi 
Taylor 

Bobby Joyce 

fed Adair 

Patricia Gilmore 
Charmion 

Agnes & T Nip J 
Ruth Gaylor 

Glen Pope 

Hotel Ambassador 
tamon Ramos Ore 
William Alder 
Paul Taubman 


Motel Astor 
(Roof Garden) 


lee 


P & M Vonri Gail, Morrell & P Ted Lewis Ore 
HWAMME) -irea | M & H Nesbitt Radio Aces — 

Palace WALTHAMSTOW | Charlie Whiter 
Zee Don | Granada | Kuth Daye 


Edw Victor Satsuma & Ona 


Lita Lede 


Orc | 





H Hatters 
Lydda Sue 
Stuart Morgan 
Diaz Don & 
Marion Mann 
Teddy Hale 
Sylvia Manon 4 


Hatel Biltmore 


{Moonlight Terrace) 


Heidt 
Hotel 

Billy 

Hlotel Essex House 

Nat Brandwynne O 

Maxine Tappin 

Dick Stone 

Johnny Blue 

Murray Carun 

R J Callman 

Hotel Gov. Clinton 

Phil D’Arecy Ore 

Stuart Jules 

Kay Marshall 
Hotei Lexlneton 

Ore 


Horace Ore 
Edison 


Swanson Orc 


Andy Tona 
Ray Kinney 
Meymo Holt 
Hotel McAlpin 
(Roof Garden) 
J Messner Ore 
Jeanne D'Arcy 


Hotel Montclalr 
(Casino-in-the- Air) 
Coral Islanders 
Halt Hope Ore 
Herb Weil 
Electronic 3 
Felix Papite 
Hotel Murray Hill 
(Fountain Room) 
Joe Cappi Ore 
Nancy Garner 
Hotel New Yorker 
(Summer Terrace) 
tus Arnheim Ore 
Evelyn Chandler 
Baptie & Lamb 


Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Jerry Blaine Ore 
Ross & Edwards 
Darrell & Young 
Barney Grant 
Claire Scott 
Flying Whirlos 
Dorothy Jeffers 
St Clair & Elliot 
Ferry the Frog 
Tania & Kirsoff 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Tommy Dorsey 
Edythe Wright 
Jack Leonard 
Allen Storr 
3 Esquires 
Hotel VPiceadilly 
Jeno Bartal Ore 


Hotel Pierre 
(Roof Garden) 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Anne Heath 
Peppino & Camille 
Mlatel Plaza 
Will MeCune Ore 
Pancho Ore 
Paul Draper 
Neila Goodelle 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Freddie Starr Ore 
Hotel Savoy -Placa 
Emile Petti Ore 
tussell Swan 
Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 
Eli Dantzig Ore 
Charley Paul 
Hate) St. Morits 
(Sky Gardens) 
Hal Richards Ore 
Grisha 
Hotel St. Regis 
(Viennese Roof) 
Jacques Fray Orc 
A Rasch Dancers 
Pierce & Harris 
flotel Taft 
Geo. Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 
Rotel Waldort 
Aatorin 
(Starlight Roof) 
Guy Lombardo Or« 
Ralph Rutgers Orc 
Marissa Flores 
Raphael 
Hotel 
Ed 


Ore 


Wellington 
Mayehoff Ore 
dimmy Kelly's 


Lionel Rand Orc 


Dolores | 


Hirado Ore 
Le Cog Rouge 
Heracio Zito Ore 
George Sterney 
Le Mirage 


Harry Horton Ore 
Cuquita 
Marie Almonte 


V MacNaughton 
Brown's 3 Shades 
Leon & Eadie 
(Pago-Pago 
Lou Martin Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Jane Lee 
| Patricia Gilmore 
Vivian Ra 


Gloria 


Cook 
James Keogan 
Nelsons Cats 
Haines Tate & S 
Tete & Kongo Co 
Mile Den 
Norman & M 


lDioa y COs 


Kay 


Mon Paris 
edick 


Cene fe Ore 
Laurence White 


j Marion Pierce 
} Versatile 
Mori's 
Lou Ferris Ore 
The Oaks 
Al Lambs Ore 
Tommy Lyman 
Gene Archer 
Onyx Club 
€ Spirits of Rhythm 
Maxine & Janice 


Paradise 


Tav Freeman Ore 
Ann Pennington 
Lucille Johnson 


Andrews Sis 
Place Elegante 
Bill F: 


Mario 
|p 


rrell 

Basini 
| to Canglosi 
| Rex Gavitte 

I 


sarry Mado Ore 


Bali 
Bruz Fietcher 
Charles Lawrence 
Beverly Wilshire 


Geo Harailton Ure 


Biltmore Bow) 
Timmy Ore 
Lola & 


Robert 


Grier 
Lewis 
Gately 
Hank the Mule 
Bliss, Lewis & Ash 
Delores & Andre 
Dick Webster 
3 Rhythm Rascals 
Cafe Century 
Cecles’ Ore 
Miller & Mantan 
3 Dunridge Sis 
Coreta 
Marie Bryant 
Olivette Miller 
Marcus Slayter 
Peter Ray 
Nat Coles 
Cafe De Paree 
Ted Dawson 
Maris Monterez 
Hielen Curtis 
Lemare 


Cafe International 


Ore 


Ben Pollock Ore 
| Chaz Chase 
Billy Vine 
Caroline Mason 


Beth Wilson 
Dick Bennett 
The Theodors 
Dora Dean 
Ginger Lynne 
Lilly Ann Starr 
Eleanor Troy 
Cafe La Maze 
Stan Clair Ore 
Park Ave Boys 
Clover Club 
Rob Grant Ore 
Helen Thompson 
“ub Hawaii 
Hawaiian Orc 
Cocoannt Grove 
yeo Olsen's Ore 
Edgar Bergen 
Charlie MeCarthy 
Edith Caidwell 
Famous Door 
Stuff Smith 


Cozy Coe 

} ; 

| Jonah Jones 
bddie Beal 


Hawatian Paradise 


Sol Brights Ore 
Satini ‘Tuai Loa 
Sol Hoopi 
Wanda 

Diana Toy 


Bali-Bali 
Billy White Ore 
Dancing Dietrichs 
Wardell & Dade 





Sally 


| Joyce 

| Blackhawk 
Joe Sanders 

|} Ronald & Roberta 
the Newsboy 
Glory 


Pete 
June 


| Chez Varee 
I.ou Holtz 
Heien Morgan 
Georgie Tapps 
KReadinger 2 
Rosemary Deering 
Lillian Carmen 
Hienry Busse Orc 


| Colosimos 
Rob Tinsley 
} Janis Andre 
Maxine DeShon 
Dorothy Vahl 
Willie Shore 
| Congress Hotel 
(Casino) 
Crawford 
Helen Crawford 
Chas Carlile 
Bernhardt & G 
Diaz, Don, D & D 
fommy Trent 


Varzos & McDuw 


Gas 90's 
‘alleen 
Georgia Lucky 
lew King 
Mignon 

' Ingrid 


Jesse 


ell 





| 


Room) | 


Al Donahue Ore 
Eddie LeBaron re 
Oliver Wakefield 


Lotte Goslar 

Texas Tommy 

Helen Myers 

| Dr Sydney Ross 
Riley's 

(Saratoga) 

Ramon & Renita 

| Wini Shaw 
Riviera 

Mickey Alpert Ore 


| Eddie 


| Wilson 


Nano Rodrigo Ure 
Lois Kay 
Garr 
Beasley 
Long Jr 
Kay Picture 
Paul Duke 
Nadine Gae 
Buster Shaver 
jen Yost Collegians 


Irene 
Nick 


Co 

Point Bath 
Club 

Rebuceclt Ore 

Stevenson 
Lang 


Stork Club 


Sands 


Paul 
Emily 


Sonny Kendis Ore 
Gus Martel Orc 
Surfside 


(Atlantic Beach) 
E Madriguera Ore 
Josephine Huston 


iG DeQuincy & 


| Edna Janis 
Tavern On Green 
(Central Park) 


| Maurice Shaw 


|; Lorraine 


i Joe 


| 


| 


Hughie Barrett 


Valhalla 


tore 


Ore 
Marita 

Barrett 
Hal 


Versailles 


Rond 


H Rosenthal Ore 
Rodriguez 
Milton Douglas 
Simpson's Co 


wre 


LOS ANGELES 


Lido 

| Les Parker's Orc 
Bill Roberts 
Bob Searles 








Dolores 

Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
Helen Warner 
Rose Valyda 

Omar's Dome 

George Redman Orc 
Elmer 
Arden Sis 
Gunther, Magician 
Naomi. Warner 
George Markle 
Mimosa & Medina 
Pacific Sunset Club 
Al Heath Ore 
Toni LaRue 
Peggy Page 
Sorrell Sis 
Buddy La Rue 

Palomar 
Benny Goodman Ore 
Hudson Metzger Gls 
Betty Van 
Gene Coopl 
Madie & Ray 
Renoff & Renova 
Teddy Wilson 
Lionel Hampton 

Paris Inn 
Pete Contrelli Ore 
HNominiec Columbo 
Ken Henryson 
Sylvia & Marjorie 
Conchita Toyreno 
Bronlee Bros 
Henry Monet 
Thora Maithaison 
Marguerita del Rio 
Juar de Martinis 

Seven Seas 


Lonnie McIntire Or 
Lily Gibson 
Honolulu Dancers 
Somerset House 
Jack Owens 
Betty Borden 
Swing Club 
BBB 
Clarence Brown 
Frankie Gallagher 
Topsy’s 
Al Eldredge Ore 
The Dee Sisters 
June Bruner 
June Brady 
Betty O'Dair 
Lillias Gilbert 
Leona Rice 
Agnes Johnson 
Trocadero 


Dick Gasparre Ore 


CHICAGS 


Jules Novit Ore 
Marion Miller 
Jack Elkins 


Harry's N. Y¥. 
Cabaret 
Chas Engles Ore 

Jack Irving 
Yvette 
Theo Troy 
Mildred Rock 
8 Parisians 
B. B. B. 
tider Sis 
Palmer Sis 
Dorothy Jobnston 
Hi-Hat 
Burns & White 
Soni Shaw 
Vivian Proctor 
Loris Lorraine 


Hotel Bismarck 
(Walnut Room) 
Eddie 


Lucio 


Varzos Or« 
Garcia 


| Walker 3 


| The 


| Dorothy 


Duanos 


Dean Murphy 


Hotel Brevoort 
Duval 
Karl Smith 


Commodore 


Duo 


| Joe Parlato 


' 


——— 


Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Koom) 
Jack Denny Ore 
St. Moritz Ice Car} 
Kit Klein 
Douglas Duffy 
Bobby Hearn 





| all 























Linda Carlon and Lucille Wall of 
Equity’s radio committee sat in on 
Monday’s conference. 

Operating on an Amertcan Feder- 
ation of Labor charter, the Four A’s 
is comprised of the various actor 
and artist organizations in show 





business. Subordinate bodies include 
Actors Equity, the Screen Actors’ 
Guild, the American Federation of 
Actors, the Grand Opera Artisis 
Assn. and several smaller groups. 
American Federation of Musicians, 
with a separate charter from the 


Shi, i 
Series of conferences is being held 
this week 


not a member. 


by representatives of 


the various groups. Frank Gillmore, 
as AAAA prez as well as Equity 
head, is chairman of the meetings. | 
Besides the other Equity officials, 


meetings are being attended by Ken- 
neth Thomson and Lawrence Bielen- 
son SAG reps, and spokesmen for the | 
other groups. Also sitting in are 
reps of the American Guild of Mu- 
sical Artists, a non-affiliated group 
which is seeking to take over the 
GOAA charter. 

Thomson, who planed in from 
the Coast last Saturday (24), to per- 
sonally take charge of the SAG drive 
to organize the eastern film studios | 
under SAG closed shop, is giving the 





Hotel Egdewater Jackie 


) Ji feller 
Beach | Donna Dae 
(Board Walk) Ahearn Bros 
Bernie Cummins Or | ©™#5 ©arrier 
Gloria Sutter 
Hi Smith Ballet 
Hills Circus 
Northway & Danilo | 


Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Room) 
Carlos Molina 


LaVarre Bros Ruthania & M’'le'lm 
Frank Payne | 
Hotel Lasalle 
: —— 606 Club 
(Blue Fountain » Site 
Room) Billy Carr 
Paul Sablin Ore are, rere 
y as ‘Boots’ Burns 
Dorothy Miller Rita are ‘ a 
liotel Palmer House | Ford & Barnes 


(Kmpire Room) 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Holland & Hart 
Bruce Holden 


Yacher Club 
Nino Rinaldo Ore 
Frances Williams 
Edna Sedgwick 


Ellen Blair Wingy Mannone 
Mari Lynn Jackson, Mills & R 
4 Aristocrats 885 Cl 
Abbott Dancers Club 


Johnny Hornert 
The Dictators 

Corlies & Palmer 
Mary Jane Dodd 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 


Hotel Sherman 
(College Inn) 


Frankie Masters Or 





Watson Sis 
Yolandi & Estelle 
Ritz-Carlton 
(Crystal Room) 


James Craig 
Manno & Strafford 
Kd Silverglade 





Sally La Marr Van Levis Ore 
Johnny Graff Ore | Henry Patrick 

Arcadia Int'l | 31 Club 

| 

Milton Kellem Ore Bill Fiske Ore 
Don Renaldo Ore Billie Brill 
Mayfair Girls (8) Lorraine Rhoda 
Kd Silverglade Pearl St Clair 
Izzy Bellis i Margery Raye 
Collette & Barry Johnny Magnan 


Eleanor Bowers 


Irma Bundel Silver Lake Inn 


Mario Villani (Clementon) 
Bellevue-Stratford | Joe Milikopf Ore 
(Planet Room) Beth Challis 


Carlton & Juliette 
Janice Thompson 
Carroll & Lane 


Meyer Davis Ore 


Ben Franklin Hotel 
(Coral Cafe) 
Moe Jaffe Orc 


Benny the Bum’s 
Deloyd McKay 


20th Century Tavern 
Lou Longo Ore 
Hazel Harman 
20th Century Co (6) 


Mariel thomas | Hie te 
—— a Parrish Cafe 
a io 

Frances Carroll Bobby Wee Ore 
Ralph Brown Leon Hill 


3 Parisettes 

Chickie Martin Co 
Piccadilly Room 
(1523 Lacust) 


John Hamilton Ore 
Jackie Mablie 
R'berlegs Wiillams 


Costello & Corrine 
Cedarwood Inn 
(Malaga, N. J.) 

Jack Curtis 

Bobby Evans 

Stump & Stumpy 

Clarence Mich Orc 


Embassy Club Patsy Evans 
5 Panet Fats Smith 
a agg oh Lulu Mae 
Pedro Blanco Orc | Millian Fitagerald 


Helen Heath 
Warwick Sis 
Joyce Henry 
Dorothy Deppin 
Evergreen Casino 
Henry May Ore 
Helaine & D'n'lds'n 
Tom Barry 
Kathleen May 
Jay King 

Melba Beaudeau 


Dutkin'’s Kathakeller 


V Norman Ore 
Jacqueline Herm'nn 
Maurice & Kodell 
Freddie Lane 

Ruth Barrett 

Cleo Valenteen 
Vrank Ponti 


Stamp’s Cafe 
Jack Hutchinson 


Mildred King Rella Belmont 
Harry Glyn Billy Siler ‘ 
s Joan & George 
523 Locust a ¥ 
15 La Vonne 
Rubbles Shelby Flo Hulse 





Walsh 
Viking Cafe 


Jane Farrer Johnny 
Kay Lavery 


Virginia Young 





| 

ee ns Cre | 

Nelly Banks : re og a A ~ | 

linda Ray vel Bar | 

Peanuts Stewart Sia Mec * aa } 
‘ re . j 2 ‘ al 

Swing Kings Orc Harry Sweeney 

Hotel Adelphia Koof (seo Harrigan | 


Vincent Rizzo Ore Jack 


Finney 
Harold Knight Ore 


Weber's Hof Brau | 


Jotn Uppimann (Camden) 
Al Bernie ms . 7 a 
Alice Dawn Louis Chalkin Ore | 
“twee  - tay Miller 
tobbins Fam qn ‘ | 
Vera Fern 3 Girton Girls 
? te ‘ + "ac 
> & WD Fitzgibbons eeearee a Pe 4 
Alfonso lerg } enny Spencer 
Agnes Tolle Instrumental 3 
% Texas Rockets j + ae } 
Evan B Fontaine | i i: +. ” | 
#e a“ 
Lambs Tavern Gregory Quinn Co 


| 


Larry Meli Ore | Eldoradians 
Little Rathskeller Sunset Inn 
Jack Griffin Ore Ace Pancoast Ore | 
Dorothy Bach fettvy Vallone | 
George Scotti Chubby Reed 
Shandor & Margo Al Cornarg 
Kahn & DePinto | Bettv Scott 
Pat Perry 
4 3 Peacock Gardens 
Pierre's | sy - 
yivan erm: Orc 
Manny LaPorte Ore | ~ — : 
Ned Welsh 


Yorktown Tavern | 


Herrmann & Valez Billy Sein Ore 


i|GOAA 
|} radio work, all of those groups are 


| that the 


—= 
| is Capello Ore Rainbow Gril e e 
Montmartre Boys Emery Deutsch Orc 

e co | Carter & Schaub Durelle Alexander a lO UE 7 . 
| Jimmie Costello Helen Myers 
1 eS | 3 Raymonds Evalyn Tyner 

} Danny Higgins Cc & L Bonner , 
Larve Glover & La Mae (Continued from page 1) huddles preference over his 
| Bddle Davis Ore Rainbow Room scheduled meetings with the indie 


pie producers. 


All Concerned 
Known, however, that a vital topic 
under consideration is the jurisdic- 
tional problems involved in the cur- 
rent drive to organize radio. With 
members of Equity, SAG, the AFA, 
and the AGMA active in 


vitally concerned in the matter of 
jurisdiction. Radio organization has 
so far been known as the Radio 


Division of Actors Equity, with the 
Equity council having a large 
policies. Understanding is, 
intention is to make radio 
an independent group under its own 
charter from the Four A’s 


say in 
however, 


It would 


then be known as the Radio Actors 
Guild or Radio Equity, whichever 
its members decide. Idea is for the 


body to have complete autonomy, 


|such as is enjoyed by the SAG or 


AFA, and to have 
ments with the other 
ates, 


working 
AAAA 


agree- 
affili- 


Another subject believed to 
under consideration in the present 
confabs is the relationship of the 
eastern branch of the SAG to Actors 
Equity. Understood the SAG 
strategy board is anxious to estab- 
lish as strong a working pact as pos- 
sible with Equity before proceeding 
to deal with the indie pic producers. 

Not only are the working condi- 
tions in the eastern studios different 
from those on the Coast, but the pro- 
ducers at this end are figured much 
better able to offer resistance to SAG 
demands. Fact that few names are 
used in eastern productions, particu- 
larly commercial films, which make 
up a major share of the field, would 
enable the studios to hold out much 
longer, if a battle developed. 


After presumably laying out his 
campaign plans during this week’s 
huddles, Thomson jis to meet with 
the indie producers here next week 
for an ‘exchange of v'ews.’ Deadline 
for the closed shop in the east has 
been set for Aug, 1. 


be 


Involved Setup 

While Gillmore is now president 
of both Actors Equity and the parent 
Four A’s, exact status of the two 
groups and their relationships to 
their affiliates is an involved matter. 

Where those members also belong 
to Equity, even though not active in 
legit for some years, SAG under its 
agreement with Equity must turn 
over to the latter the amount of the 
Equity dues. Under tne AAAA 
constitution and by-laws, represen- 
tation on the AAAA board of di- 
rectors is on the basis of one vote 
for every 300 members. With its 
recent growth under closed shop on 
the Coast, the SAG now greatly out- 
numbers Equity in membership and 
at the next AAAA meeting in May, 
1938, can, if it wishes, dictate poli- 
cies. Understanding is the SAG may 
do so unless it obtains what it wants 
in the current meetings. 

Another organization meeting, the 
third, of the radio performers trying 
to bring Equity into the broadcast- 
ing picture, as representative of the 
performers, was held Monday (26) 
night at the Hotel Victoria, N. Y. It 
lasted until about 3:30 a.m., about 
200 being present. Mark Smith was 
voted chairman of the board of 15 
directors elected to serve 
months, 


Main business of the meeting was 
the decision to issue questionnaires 
to all in radio, te be filled in with 
suggestions for an equitable amount 
to be demanded from the networks 
and agencies for pasic contracts. 
Had been previously suggested that 
a minimum of $25 for a 15-minute 
show, $50 for a 30-minute show, and 
$75 for an hour show, be demanded. 
Amplifications of that scale would 
have set a fee of an additional 50% 
for rebroadcasts and set certain rules 
for rehearsals. 


Was also voted at the meeting to 
demand billing for all actors in dra- 
matic programs (a proposal the net- 
works will fight because it will 
allegedly ‘clutter up the air’) and 
to force all announcers doing dra- 
matic acting to join the radio union 
under a closed shop setup. An- 
nouncers not doubling as _ actors 
would be permitted to belong to 
their own organization. 

Matter which received some dis- 
cussion at the meeting, although it 
did not come up on the floor, was 
the case of Linda Carlon, 
who was recently dropped from a 
Blackett -Sample- Hummert = show. 
Was claimed that Miss Carlon had 
refused to sign an Air Features cone 
tract calling for a 5% commission 


payment, 


actress, 


two. 
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Radio City Music Hall 


Okay stage divertissement ‘this 
week is midsummer mixture of stan- 
dard items. ‘Love Songs,’ for ex- 
ample, is typical singing tableau af- 
fair dressed in the motif of the fea- 
ture of the week, ‘Toast of the Town’ 
«RKO). Couples romanticly set off 
by subdued lighting alternately 
handle sundry ditties of pash. Rob- 
ert Landrum, Hall standby, and Rosa 
Rubinstein are centre stage and the 
chief couple. ‘Love Songs’ presenta- 
tien is preceded by the pitmen 
smacking out Tschaikowsky’s “Romeo 
and Juliet.’ 

On the dancing side there is a 
vese arbor tra-la-la in tulle dresses 
by the ballet corps and a soft shoe | 
reutine wiih a half-red, ‘half-white 
coleration by the snappy Rockettes. 
Harrison and Fisher reveal some un- 
usual lifts and the blonde femme 
partner a nifty pair of gams. Acro- 
batic lifts around her partner's bedy 
alse draws applause. 

Jascha Bron holds ‘em with seme 
beautiful fingering on the violin, ex- 
iting to substantial recognition. Short 
dhow in view of summer and pic- 
ture’s length. 

Dewnstairs lounge of the Hall this 
week is a show im itself and draw- 
ing well among the patronage. It's 
the Jules Charbneau collection of 
miniatures of all sorts. Hundreds of 
tiny replicas, all practical, are in 
lecked showcases. Charbneau lec- 
tures engagingly five times daily. Big 
demand among the kids and dowag- 


ers for autographing of program 
with the world’s smallest fountain 
pen. Land. 


ORIENTAL, N. Y. 


Minsky Bros., like others making 
the hurry-up transition from strip- 


teasery cantatas, seem to ‘have 
something in the new sepia show 
pelicy introduced last Wednesday 


(21). Initialer is tagged ‘Doing the 
Uptown Downtown’ and for the mest 
part it’s a snappy song and dance 
show that has plenty of zip and f° 
but notably weak on comedy. It’s 
not enough to make a go of it. 
(Policy folded last night (Tuesday) 
after but one week). 


Swan and Lee, male twosome, 
shoulder most of the laugh-getting 
division, but sometimes don’t. The 
Two Zephyrs glaum plenty on their 
pantomimic foolery but even so its 
short in the guffaw and yell een 
ment. Dusty Fletcher, billed, didn't 
go on, but would have helped 
magnificently [by some sort of book- 
ing jam he had signed up with the 
Apollo, Harlem, before they could 
agree on salary down here] De- 
apite shortcomings, the friendly 
premiere audience went for every- 
thing affered and the results were 
satisfactory. Show’s personnel, both 
as to principals and the 24 good- 
looking sepia choristers, has ‘been 
recruited from sepia floor shows, 
particularly some of those who for- 
merly cavorted at the Harlem 
Uproar House, around the corner 
from the Oriental and shuttered for 
the summer. 

Erskine Hawkins’ Swing Band 
moved over intact, from the nitery, 
working in pit, handling imstru- 
mentation accompaniment on the 
show and planting a couple of socko 
contribs on their own. They’re not 
dancing up and down the aisles yet, 
but it can happen any time now. 

The hot swing opener paces the 
show with Leroy Broomfield, Au- 
rera Greeley, Mae Johnson, flanked 
by sepia steppers doing an okay jpre- 
lude in colorful costumes, Cook and 
Brown follow and more neat ‘hoof- 
ing in which they give everything, 
making way for Swan and Lee for 
initial blackout ‘The Ghost Walks,’ 
travesty on spiritualism, packing 
some laughs on traditional supersti- 
tion of the Negro anent catching up 
with departed spirits. This time it's 
in reverse and funnier. Norman 
Astwood is okay straight as the 
crystal-gazer. Broomfield, Greeley 
and ensemble pick up with another 
well done production number, ‘In 
The Garden of Eve,’ with Miss Gree- 
ley's torso-twisting here and again 
the only semblance of departed bur- 
iey piojecied in show. 

Renee and Estelle, flanked by 
their Four Cuban Bongo drum- 
beaters, uncork some nifty Cuban 
wiggling with Harlemania embel- 
lishments that get over for top re- 
turns. Then the Two Zephyrs, who 
veritably sewed them up with their 
pantomimic dice game and other 
slew-motion preambling. Team were 
distinct outstander of the show, 
with Ralph Brown, uncorking a 
dancemania spec in next-to-shut that 
shewed them everything there is in 
dancing and was runner-up with the 
Zevhyrs for showtopping henors. 

Swan and Lee returned for some 
more dialoging that developed a 
tetal loss and. if anything, slowed 
down tempo of the show. Bad mate- 
rial rather than manipulation 
handicap the comics, who seemed 
just as glad to have it over with 
as the audience. Mae Johnson, who 
had been augmenting the vocal divi- 
sion for the production numbers. 
stepped out on her own and socked 
them with a double of vocals, ‘Lay 
It On the Line’ and ‘Suckarose’ also 
tied them uv. Johnson girl has per- 
sonality and can’t miss with her de- 
livery of the Ethel Waters tyne. So 
were her songs. Colorful Indian 
number with everybody on and all 
geing a break-neck speed made a 
ziaey finale. 

The Minsky 
Was given an 


idea of sepia shows 
encouraging start. 


There is no mention of the ops, 
even, on pregram. Only mention 
was a censorial jab when Ralph 


thanks, with Astwood coming from 
wings to censor, but that’s all. New 
setup on Broadway is seemingly try- 
ing for the same type of shows as 
at the Apolle, Harlem. If they'll 
pattern after the uptown house, 
everything should be okay. Looks 
like there must be a public for these 
erstwhile nitery preambles who can 
go for the 25-55c. top but 


nitery tariffs. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


(HARLEM) 


at this uptown acer, with itscolored 
show pélicy. 
Leew's State dewntown an 
way, has the ‘name’ situation cinched 
for New York. 

Current week's layout, opening 
Friday (23). has Major Bowes’ ‘Dixie 


bracing 11 acts. Running 55 mins., 
it's a show in itself, but house em- 


shire, straight; Rosie O'Neill, sing- 
ing and dancing ingenue; not over- 
looking Tiny Bradshaw, in as guest 
conductor for Black Rhythm Band 
(9) who travels with the Bowes unit. 
Management gives ‘em plenty up 
here for their 40c. top, including a 
feature picture and newsreel. 

Preceding the Bowes unit Miss 
O’Neill intros with explanatory vocal 
plus snappy taps backed by house 
choristers, 16 MHarperettes, iatter 
named for Leonard Harper who pro- 
duces here and does a swell job. 
Fletcher, Burns and Wilshire, with 
two of the choristers, next with some 
surefire skit stuff which, despite 
vintage, smacks over for plenty of 
laughs. Another song and dance by 
Miss O’Neill and then the unit. Band 
on stage with graduate simonpures 
doing their stuff in front. 

Putney slaps out a lively pianolog 


with all limp at the bow-off, stop- 
ping the show. George Holmes, do- 
ing all manners of hoofing from 
buck to taps, with chair in mouth 
balance, also sewed things up. Ann 
Cooper, next, contributes some fancy 
horn tooting. Gordon Mackay, boot- 
black tenor, gets a good hand on his 
opener, ‘Star Dust.’ and even better 
with ‘Some Day You'll Belong to Me,’ 
Boy has good pipes and sure click 
delivery. Al (Boom Boom) Bowman 
also registers with his maniacal 
drumming and hoofing, as do the 
Starlight Dixie Trio, sister harmony 
act of good appearance and biend- 
ing veices for a duo of vocals that 
please. Billy Irons cracks over his 
roller taps on stairs, giving way to 
Three Virginia Hams, male trio, also 
scoring heavy in the vocalizing and 
stepping divisions. 


looney stuff throughout as an mc. 
buildup for the ams, takes over 
band for some torrid swing that sets 
pretty. Three Skipsters, femme trio, 
contribute nice taps with Ropes giv- 
ing way to Earl Scott and Leslie 
Waters, rhythm rascals who likewise 
tied it up with their warbling, in- 
strumental imitations and clowning 
and could have held them for the 
remainder of the evening. They 
wouldn't let them go despite suc- 
cession of encores but eventually 
faded into the break-neck speedy 
finale with everybody on for a zippy 
closer and palm whacking for sev- 
eral minutes after the screen fea- 
ture was on. ‘Jubilee’ unit was re- 


cago, June 9. 


TABOR, DENVER 


Denver, July 25. 


Headlined by four Jap tumblers, 
the Kanazawa troupe, the current 
vaude bill at the Tabor, is okay. 
Other two acts are comedy and audi- 
ence gets numerous laughs out of 
each of the three acts. 

The Japs use their feet like hands 
and toss each other about and spin 
each other about in the air as though 
the one being tossed were a rubber 
ball. Their act is intreduced by 
routine line girls in Jap kimonas and 
parasols, with Virginia Perkins doing 
specialty dance. The Kanazawa 
troupe are nimble and fast. and do 
some difficult feats of tumbling in 
okay fashion. 


trick oboe that shoots firecrackers, 
thumbs its nose, and comes apart, 
right down to the mouthpiece, and 
with Edison making music in spite of 
the wrecking. 

Moroni and Coralee open with ac- 
robatic comedy, doing head spins 
from one side of stage to the other. 


toning for better effect. 

Opening routine two girls in sailor 
costumes for a_ sailor's hornpipe, 
which is effective. Virginia Lee 
Madden, of the line. contribs special- 
ty dance that is okay. 

‘Thunder in the City’ (Col) on the 
sereen. Business fair at the onening 





show Friday. Rose. 


Brewn salvoed them in a speech of | 


Les Ambassadeurs 


(PARIS) 
(‘Cetten Ciub Revue’) 
Lendon, July 27. 
Cotten Chub Revue epenrd at 
the Palladium last night and was 
cordialiy received, generally ap- 
proved more for speed than 
quality. Show should de excel- 
lent business on its four-week 





whose | 
budgets couldn't stand the strain of 


| martre 

| Sandrini. 
Plenty of show and plenty hotcha | Senceae 
This house, along with | 
Broad- | 


| places. 
Jubilee’ unit, colored amateurs, ~ dancing at the Moulin Reuge. 


bellishes it with Dusty Fletcher and | 
Sandy Burns, comics; George Wilt- | 


and sets. things pretty for Harriet 
Waiters, an eébony-hued Sophie | 
Tucker, who whams with ‘Copper 
Colered Gal’ topped by a shivver 
dance that rocks the house with 
laughter. Four Lindy Hoppers, 
mixed, contribute lively legmania, 


Bradshaw, who has been doing his | 


viewed in Varrery at Oriental, Chi- | 


Edison and Louise have a hokum | 
act. that rates laughs and applause. | 
They use a dog, piano, banjo and a | 


Comedy is overdone and could stand | 


run, 





Paris, July 14. 
This imported revue brought here 


| by Edmond Sayag fer his Theatre 
| des 


| weight, 


Ambassadeurs is pulling 
beth there and in the Bal 
| Moulin Rouge, new monster Mont- 
nightie opened by Pierre 


Show is bathyhooed as the same 
produced in New York by Clarence 
Robinson, who came over here with 
|a troupe of 63 te put it .on in both 
Band of Teddy Hill is 
| doing a good job ef furnishing music 
i for the revue in both spots, as ell 
as a brand of biare that is liked for 


Show takes in three scenes in each 
bracket to cover a fair portion of 

variety but with its weak spots and 
|an over-abundance of stepdancing 
which just doesn’t click in this town. 
Best applause catchers are ithe Berry 
Bros., the fast-moving trie spotted in 
| the second half who click with some 





| good showmanship, strutting and 
dancing. Kid of the trio does best 
| because of his almost uncanny 


| agility and precision. 
| Rollin Smith garners well with his 


| ‘Ole Man River’ and subsequent 
| offerings, also true of the Tramp 
| Band. Novelty of the latter in- | 


| trigued ‘here. 

| Dance team of Norton and Mar- 
| got, spotted twice, does not click so 
| well with the theatre audience, al- 
| though it may be another question 
|in the nightie, as is the case with 
| two legs loaded with taps walked 
|} on and off by Bill Bailey. 

| Line of 16 girls showing here does 
not stack up as well in looks and 
|}mould as might be expected of a 
| first-class troupe coming out of 
Harlem, but gals know their steps 


of success. Whyte’s Hopping Mani- 
acs, three couples of het swing- 
steppers, do well. Band sticks to the 
| pit for the first half, but moves on 


workout here, doing one matinee a 
week and each night at the theatre 
plus one show at the Moulin Rouge 
afterwards. 
| wecks and may come back here. 
Moves to the Paladium, London. 
Huge. 





ROXY, N. Y. 


The stage stuff this week is a 40 
minutes once-over-lightly. With 
‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th) 
screen (reviewed in Vartrery June 
30), not much rostrum romping was 
needed. Short show gives plenty of 
| turnover, and yet doesn't make the 
| Roxy regulars think they’re being 
short-changed, even with tilted scale, 
from 55c. to Tic. 


flesh exhibit when Duncan and 
Bremner, two husky Highlanders in 
full Seot regalia, come trotting on 
blasting bagpipes, follewed by Mar- 
jorie Knapp, who solos ‘Something 
About a Soldier’ in heavy burr ac- 
cent. Then comes the real sock 
when the 24 Gae Foster girls romp 
in abbreviated kilts, and wheel 
through a seven minute number that 
has ‘em rolling in and out of forma- 
tions while balancing on huge globes. 
Outfronters went for it in 
way. 


| had little to do, opening with a 
shortie stomp that gave most a brief 
whack at solo acrebatics ef minor 
sort. and a here-and-gone posturing 
picture about midway. 

First of the three specialties on 
the bill was Ray Sax. 
ianeous tapping and sax tooting is 
still good; in fact his work has im- 
proved since last around. 

Deucing, Buster Shaver and mid- 
gets, George and Olive Brasno. Fine 
turn, always good for stréng returns. 
was sliced somewhat. with the tots’ 
singing getting the scissors for the 
sake of time saving. 

Three Swifts. vet straight and 
hoke club juggling male group. hold 
| down their snot about o.k. Act still 
| 





needs an effective opening. With 
running time at a premium the trio 
could have speeded by deleting some 


of the tedious repetitious quasi- | 
comedy. 

Biz strong at last show ovening 
night. Bert. 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Detroit, July 27. 

| Betty Boop and Popeye under the 
same roof! Joint buying of the car- 
toon characters is a first-time book- 
|ing. and things work a little better 
than you'd think. Don’t provide 
'much substance for the 50-minute 
show, 
and add needed lightness for a sum- 
mer bill. 

| Biggest fault with the lineup, and 
not the characters, is spoiting. Pop- 
|eye, enacted by Harry Foster Welch, 
| occupies deuce, which is oke, but the 
|*Boop-a-doop’ gal, Mae Questelle, is 
spotted immediately following spin- 
lach champ, which is monotonous to 


its | 


and get them over with a fair degree | 


stage to back numbers during the | 
secand. 
Entire troupe is getting a stiff | 


Show July 26 fer four | 


on the) 


There’s a walloping finale to the. 


a big) 


Prior to their final frolic the girls | 


His simul- | 


but they’re good kid fodder | 


ef other three acts en ‘bill between 
| the two characters certainly would 
;j have made for smoother, better re-. 
| sults. 

Miss Questelle shaped up better than 
the Sailor Man at late show caught 
| Friday evening (23). Appearance is. 
A-1l, and coupla songs in ‘Betty Boop’ 

style are sock. Climaxes with a: 
|mimic novelty of film stars at party 
'given for cartoon character, nicely 
| done, but not up to other efforts and 
| rather incongruous. 

Latter is also the chief fault of 
Welch, who gets away nicely in 
|coupla Popeve skits and then drifts 
madly into imps ef everybody under 
| the sun, including Ted Lewis, Lily 
Pons, Lawrence Tibbetts, a symphony 
ork, airplane, etc. All deft, but not 
what audience wants from Popeye. 
| Makeup as comic-strip guy is true, 
but a little ragged. Both Miss Ques- 
| teHe and Welch accorded nice ‘hands, 
but mestly for their original roles. 

Also billed are the Rie Brothers, 
with Eddie Rio, who recently ‘had 
part in ‘New Faces of 1937’ flicker; 
| Jean Deveroux & Co., and the 7 
| Variety Gambols. 

Eddie Rio’s ‘portrait of a femme 
taking a bath’ is a panic for women 
payees, as it’s been here on previous 
occasions. Two brothers, acting as 
; stooges outfront, come on stage to 
jaid im a ‘March of Time’ travesty, 
| plenty good. Off ‘to lotta handclaps 
after some fast hoofing. 

Opening cog is delegated te the 


Fy the least. Sandwiching of one 





Variety Gambols, four boys and 
three femme acrobats. Latters’ ap- 
pearance not of the best, but com- | 
pany more than makes up for it} 
with round of pyramids, splits, hoof- | 
ing and trampoline stuff. Standout | 
is triple splits by gals, one with feet | 
on shoulders of other two. 

Dance turn closing shew, includes 
Miss Deveroux, ballerina: the eccen- 
tric Falla Sisters, and Blanche Lewis, 


;tapper. Plenty of stuff on the ball} 
and a swell act for closing. Miss | 
Deveroux contributes coupla neat | 


ballet numbers, including some sock | 
pirouettes. Falla Sisters, garbed | 
niftily in blue and: then pink, offer | 
tw) acrobatic numbers, while Miss 
Lewis turns in a swell tap to the | 
tune of “Poets and Peasants.’ | 

Overture, under Eduard Werner's | 
stick, got over better than any other | 


seen here in some time. Pictorial 
version of ‘Light Cavalry’ is aug- 
mented by dramatic scene from 


‘Charge of Light Brigade’ flicker. 
Downstairs jammed, balcony filling 
fast at last show caught Friday eve- 
ning (28). Sereen: ‘Between Two} 
| Women’ (MG). Pete. 


STATE, N. Y. 


This is a sleeper ride week at the | 
State; once over lightly on both 
| stage and screen and biz way eff on 





opening night final show as proof | 
that the fans most certainly do | 
smell ’em out. 


Rostrum portion of the entertain- 
ment is not the worst in the world, 
but just se-so. And only four acts— 
which looks a bit like cheating. It 
isn’t really, considering the fact that 
the Lucky Millinder band, headlined, 
oecupies 40 minutes of stage time, 
but that’s what it looks like. 


James Evans opens the proceed- 
ings snappily. He's a pedal juggler, 
and ene of the best in his clan. Can 
play any type house, vaude or pic- 
tures, and okay. In the deuce is 
Frances Faye (new acts) whose spe- 
cial distinction in life seems to be 
that she originated, or so it is/| 
claimed for her via a p.a. intro, za- | 
z00-zazz. It’s okay deuce entertain- | 
ment for a vaude bill, but not much 
more than that. 

Rosco Ates follows and he has, by 
now, become pretty adept at vaude. 
| Works with a good-looking girl in a 
mighty old-timey man-woman rou- 
tine. Not good, not bad, although 
there are at least two lines which 
are too blue for vaude houses. Which 
calls to mind the curious fact that 
vaude acts now are getting away 
with more dirt than the polished-u 
burley people even are permitted. 
Not too often, fortunately, but much 
too much, even so. Also a curious 
note is that the mob out front either 
has forgotten who Ates is, or doesn’t 











|care. Maybe that personal eager. 
|ance gag is wearing out. here 
wasn't a ripple on Ates’ walk-on, 


| though he got a fair hand on exit. 

| Follows the Millinder band and 
that brings up the thought that it’s 
about time some of these stage bands | 
went out and bought themselves | 
some mutes. This act is either on a 
; sustaining commercial for the as- | 
pirin manufacturers or should be. | 
Sitting through it without develop- 
ing a headache is a miracle. 

Not that it's a bad band; far from 
that. Just too noisy. As a matter 
of fact this fellow Millinder is one | 
of the more musicianly of the col- 
ored maestros and his leading, while 
the nth degree in calisthenics, shows 
|} quite distinctly that he knows his 
rhythm and his band. He isn’t just | 
hopping around and waving his 
stick; he knows. His orchestrations 
are excellent and he has a topnotch 
crew. Consists of 13 men, nine of | 
them brass, but it is the piano which | 
dominates. And that’s something. 
Interspersed are a male soloist, a 
femme soloist. a boy hoofer and a 
sextet ot Lindy hoppers. Audience 
liked the latter especially well, de- 
spite the fact that they merely added 
to the din. 

Picture is ‘Married Before Break- 
| fast’ (MG), a first-run. State gets 
only one or two first-runs a year and | 
they are almost 2 automatie tip- 


off en quality. Kauf. 








| Chi. 


i band and others. 
| wagon 


| nicely 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Acceptable summer entertainment 
is provided by Mal Hallett orchestra, 
plus Hal LeRoy, Teddy Grace and 
ethers. LeRoy is the big wallop of 
the show but in others, booked sep- 
arately fer the engagement or car. 
ried in by Hallett such as the boy 
singer, Jerry Perkins, the show 
totals to an hour’s diversion that’s 
okay. It's far from the best the 
house has had but better than some, 
thus averaging satisfactorily. 

For Hallett, long a fave with the 
dancing bunch in the nation’s ball- 
reoms, it's first Breadway theatre 
date ef ats kind. As a name Hallett 
isn’t up there with the topnotcheis 
that have been booked for this stand 
but has quite a following frem the 
radio plus other orchestraing around 
the -east. : 

Inctuding himself the band num- 
bers 13 men. several of whom double 
for specialties. These include Charlie 
Blake, the drummer whe has a spot 
to himself, with a few lyrics to fit 
his drumming stint; Frankie Carle. 
who’s nimble at the piano and gets 
across nicely with two solos: Joe 
Cabonera, bass fiddler, a portly and 
ingratiating sort, plus another portly 
musician, Buddy Welcome, who 
doubles from clarinet to vecal ar- 
rangements. In additien to these, 
Hallett carries Jerry Perkins (new 
acts), youthful vocalist picked up in 
When caught Perkins did four 
numbers under urging, with the 
Hallett men backing him as a chorus 
on one. 

Perkins precedes LeRoy who closes 
stoutly with his hoofing. Tapper is 


doing four numbers, meluding the 
old standby to ‘Sweet Sue.’ One of 
his numbers is a version of a lazy 


colored boy warming up to a Suzy-Q 
and truck. The Le Roy technique 
is smart. as it has always been. 
Two other specialty performers 
are Val Seitz, the juggler, and Teddy 
Grace, singer (new acts). Miss Grace, 
strong on low notes, puts a lot of 
Harlem flaver inte her work and 
through fine selling goes over good. 
She does three numbers early in the 


| proceedings. returning for one a little 


later and then again for the finale 
and ‘Underneath the Harlem Moon.’ 
Finale is a radium-effect scene and 
flashy. Various effects onto drops 
from the booth, developed by Harry 
Rubin, background numbers for the 
That of a gyosy 
and campfire high-lighting 
one of Perkin’s pons. is varticularly 
well conceived and effective. 
Hallett’s band features specialties 


and soleing more than it does 
straitht swing numbers. As a band 
and in the playing, it stacks un as 
a good. swingy organization, THal- 


lett personally doesn’t do much out- 
side of directing, but is a personable 
and engaging maestro at the helm. 
Show ran an even hour, when 
eaught, a little longer than most 
here. About 10 ar 15 minutes less 
mieht make it tighter. 
Feature is “Exchisive’ (Par), 
viewed in last week's VARIETY. 
Char. 


r@- 


HiPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, July 27. 

Will Osborne is back at the Hippo- 
drome and turning in his usual good 
job. Varying his former routine 
somewhat with the interpolation of 
some new arrangements and a num- 
ber of specialties, he uses up a fast 
moving 50 minutes to do his stuff. 
Specialties include Ruthie Long, 


Dorothy Rogers and Fenwick and 
Cook. 

Fronting a musicianly aggregation, 
Osborne opens with a rather long 
medley, immediately followed by an 
interesting handling of ‘September 
in the Rain’ and ‘Cherry Blossom 
Lane. Ruthie Long next in well 
sold hoofing routine, earning an en- 
core and giving out with a legit 
buck. Girl could stand a bit of 
dressing up. 

Very swingy version of ‘Turkey in 
the Twilight,’ with the band well in 
the groove. followed to good returns 
and set nice spot for Dorothy Rogers 
in okay vocals of ‘Ain’t Got Rhythm’ 
and ‘Night and Day,’ latter getting 
some excellent backing-up by the 
aggregation. 

Specialties in which members of 
the band contribute in good style 
and to rousing returns, spliced in 
here with the familiar Os- 
borne rendition of ‘St. Louis Blues’ 
in three-quarter time in between 
skillfully changing pace. and setting 
matters for ‘Merry-go-round Broke 
Down’ with vocal by the maestro 
and a rousing finish featuring the 
brass section with the three slide 
trumpets really going to town. 


Fenwic and Cook follow, stop- 
ping proceedings very nicely on 
opening show. Comedy acrobatics 


scored heavily and version of the 
slap dance from ‘White Horse Inn’ 
had the customers yelling for more. 
Boys give doings a decided lift. Im- 
pressions of various name _ bands 
next. including Osborne’s not very 
flattering impression of Rudy Vallee. 
Closes with take-off of old time jazz 
band giving out with ‘Strutters 
Ball.” and good for a series of en- 
cores. 
Picture is ‘Girl Said No’ (GN). 
Burn. 
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STATE-LAKE, CHI. 


Philadelphia, July 25. 


Slate Brothers get the billing this 
week, wandering in and out of the 
pill, seemingly as they please and 
clicking with every appearance, Be- 
side doing their own act, they are 
spotted at opening, close, and be- 
tween other turns. To them must 
go the credit for giving the show the 
fast pace it has, and that’s plenty 
fast. Some of their stuff is bits from 
their NTG routine, but much of it is 
new, and shows the artistry with 
which hoke comedy can be done. 
Their own turn includes the ‘Fun 
Marches On’ and wrestling bits, some 
swell hoofing, and the introduction 
of two girl stooges, one to sing, the 
other to dance. With the exception 
of the wrestling bit, which drags a 
trifle, and the opening Mammy sing- 
ing, which is too long, nothing needs 
changing. 

Other acts built around the Slates, 
round out a vaudeville bill that has 
plenty of good solid entertainment, 
with lots of variety. A special note 
of praise must go to Chas. and Dolly 
Niggemeyer for the two numbers by 
the house line, and to the girls them- 
selves. 

This week, the opener is a semi- 
cowboy routine in close formation, 
the girls wearing phosphorescent 
costumes. Final number reaches peak 
in performance for a house of this 
kind. A toe routine, it uses every 
one of the 12 girls to the full ex- 
tent of their ability. Undoubtedly, 
the consistently good, and varied, 
routines by the line have done as 
much as anything else to keep this 
house in the steady business class. 

Four Vespers, male hand-to-hand 
and springboard turn, is tops in its 
class. Speed, deftness, and clean-cut 
showmanship here, and the act can 
fit in any bill anywhere. 

Bernard and Henrie, billed still as 
the female Van and Schenck, are in 
after months spent at the northside 
clubs. Two women doing numbers 
and character songs, they’re good 
vaude, and would be better if the 
house would see fit to give ’em two 
microphones, or arrange things so 
both could use one comfortably. 
Scored with this audience. 

Last, but far from least, is Harris, 
Claire and Shannon, class and novel- 
ty dance team. Man and two wom- 
en, doing ballroom dancing, with all 
routines including the three. They’re 
interesting, and their technique is 
showmanly. 

Finish of show, with Slate Bros. 
coming on for a gagging goodnight 
after the line finale had finished was 
a little too smart for this house, and 
conftis€d "em. Convention is best for 
the State-Lake audience. 

Picture is ‘Roaring Timber’ (Col). 
Three-quarter capacity at last show 
opening night. Loop. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Chicago, July 25. 

Latest Bowes amateur unit carries 
the label ‘Second Anniversary Show’ 
because it was exactly two years 
ago that the first hit the WB de 
luxer. 

From the looks of things at the 
first show this afternoon, Bowes on 
the marquee hereabouts still means 
dough. Picture is ‘Easy Living’ 
(Par) and while combo of Edward 
Arnold and Jean Arthur may mean 
something, it couldn’t have been re- 
sponsible for the full house and 
lobby line waiting for the break. 

Show itself is the usual collection 
of simon-pures, some good, some 
bad and others just indifferent. One 
glaring fault of this one is the 
galaxy of mimics. In past, there’s 
always been one to a unit. Here 
half a dozen. Makes for a sameness 
that isn’t inviting and tedium has al- 
ready set in by the time the last kid 
gets out to swing into a Martha 
Raye. 

It’s likewise a mistake to saddle a 
young lady like Edna Harris with 
emcee duties. In her own specialty 
midway she’s okay, but doesn’t have 
the stuff otherwise to handle the 
Jayout. A typically New Yorkese 
accent, for one thing, doesn’t make 
things any easier and she paces her 
announcements too leisurely; doesn’t 
know what to do with herself on the 
stage and is of no particular help to 
the acts, who need plenty of it. 

Best of the turns are a minor 
league Rufe Davis who has himself 
announced under the almost unbe- 
lievable tag of Joe the Weasel; Joe 
Higgins, who goes through the usual 
imitation repertory, clicking best 
with Bob Burns and Lionel Barry- 
more; Flying Top Hatters, boy-girl 
roller skating act with plenty of 
daredeviltry; Marshall Rogers, who 
gets music out of an assortment of 
everyday drinking goblets; rangy 

exan named Sam Hinton (New 
Acts ), who twangs a guitar and gets 
® plaintive note to his Lone Star 
Jaments, and Jimmy Edwards, young 
Jad from Florida who writes, spells. 
talks and sings backwards. 

There’s also a pretty singer, Mar- 
jorie Dalton, who has s.a. galore, but 
needs a bii more voice culture to go 
places. Then, with her looks, it 
should be a pushover. Unit also in- 
cludes Van Zandt Twins, femmes 
with accordions; Three Swanks. 
male harmony trio with one of the 
lads at the piano, and Vincent Pas- 
selli, Brooklyn baritone. They all 
fall strictly within the amateur 
£roove. 

House band is on the stage for 














the unit, with Dave Broudy resting 
while one of Bowes’ men handles 
baton. Stage is draped in cool- 
iooking summer white and makes a 
nice front for the kids. 


Next-to-closing is a young miss of 
14 doing a bang-up takeoff on 
Martha Raye. In deference to the 
ingenue, Miss Harris should elimi- 
nate her impression of the same 
actress, which she does earlier in 
the show. There are some people 
who feel one Martha Raye is 
enough. But two of them within 
half an hour—well. 

Par newsreel and cartoon only 
other items on the bill this week. 

Cohen. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, July 25. 

An mc. a iine of girls and 
three acts whipped into another 
smooth revue this week. Red Skel- 
ton, winding up three straight weeks, 
ties show together and keeps it mov- 
ing in smart pace. Opens with dizzy 
paiter that finds some new gags on 
local traffic and breaks show with 
two specialties, first a skit in an un- 
employment agency and second using 
blonde on mike at rear of stage de- 
scribing baseball game in which he 
plays all positions, pitching to him- 
self and running to rear of house to 
ask entire row to get up so he can 
get in to nab the fly. Lad’s ability 
to create audience mood and play it 
to the hilt, plus fact that he can dish 
the gags without getting smutty in 
town that likes its wit clean, has es- 
tablished him to point where he got 
hand on initial appearance at show 
caught. 

Gae Foster Girls launch doings 
with repeat of their ball-balancing 
number, which socked as finale last 
week. Skelton makes good his prom- 
ise to perform on ball, too, leading 
line through finale with just enough 
clumsiness to cinch two bows for 
the number. Carter and Holmes on 
next with song-patter-hoofing turn, 
which can thank pair’s acrobatic 
foolery for chief success. 


Skelton again and then Gus Van 
steps onto extended platform over 
pit to give ‘em a taste of the old- 
time standard vaude and make ’em 
love it. Works in top hat, tails and 
cane with a confidence that makes 
some of the newer boys look like 
amateurs. Opens with ‘That High 
Hat, That Piccolo, That Cane’ and 
swings into ‘Always Picking On 
Broadway,’ into which he works Van 
and Schenck hits from 1912 on. Dis- 
cards hatandcaneto give’em ‘Mus- 
solini,’ tickling ’em with Italian dia- 
lect and encoring with ‘Is - Your 
Mother Irish,’ which has _ house 
whooping. Second encore goes mod- 
ern, but keeps same mood with ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You,’ which he 
could have followed, but was smart 
enough to bow out on. 


Girls back in flower set for stand- 
ard pop ballet bringing on Dorothy 
Crooker, whose entire-dance-on-one- 
leg gets the usual good hand. Tab- 
leau of girls closes curtains and Skel- 
ton makes his customary thank-you 
speech, the first lad here to be able 
to do it regularly and score. 

Pic is ‘Saratoga’ (MG) and opened 
with smash. Craig. 


MET, BOSTON 


Boston, July 26. 

As far as the customers are con- 
cerned, any preliminary act to 
Martha Raye, starred in this week’s 
show, is just a time marker for the 
main attraction; but a most recep- 
tive audience gives the surrounders 
a cordial reception and everybody 
has a good time. 

Presenting essentially the same 
routine she gave at the Paramount, 
N. Y., Miss Raye proves herself a 
great showman by turning a hoarse 
throat into a clever device for gar- 
nering laughs. Working her sight 
gags to best advantage, she has a lot 
of fun also with her hoarseness in 
the ‘Mr. Paganini’ number, some- 
times skipping the high notes and 
flatting terribly, but it’s all in fun. 
Adds punch of her act, and her 
cheerful personality permeates 
throughout. 

Leo Morgan, producer, presents 
the star neatly with a line number, 
next-to-close, in which the girls 
work in an ultra violet ray, each 
carrying a quarter section of a cari- 
cature. When four girls come to- 
gether the result is a cartoon of such 
characters as Popeye and other 
famed filmsters. Finale is a giant 
panel of Miss Raye, who pops out 
through it. 

California Collegians’ band blends 
into the setup nicely, with their 
crazy comedy and impersonations. 
The circus number and the ‘Working 
My Way Through College’ opener 
are clickers. They also support the 
pit band during Miss Raye’s act. At- 
tractive setting by Hjalmar Herman- 
son helps things along, too. 

Bob Easton, with his clever midget 
and capable female partner, please 
in the deuce with an okay routine. 
The baby carriage sequence and a 


telephone bit ‘which should’ be 
lengthened) register, as does the 
comedy vocal by the midget. 


Elaine Dowling’s Five Tip Top 
Girls work in opening line number. 
flip-flopping all over the place in 
double-jointed acro specialties. 

With ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th) 
on the screen the Met is laughing at 
summer slumps. Opening day a com- 


plete sellout.  ™” For. 


— 





Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


Newsreel copy gets more and 
more routine, with clips such as 
Paramount’s recent Chicago Memo- 
rial Day police-strikers’ melee an 
extreme rarity, all of which makes 
it appear the reel makers are gen- 
erally content to follow the lines of 
least resistance by burning up film 
on unimportant stuff, depending on 
file material and frequently by try- 
ing to cover up with narrative. It 
may be that now and then there 
isn’t much news of stirring impor- 
tance but there doesn’t seem to be 
as much anxiety on the part of 
newsreels to get it as on newspapers. 

Lassitude of the newsreel men is 
at least indicated by the many clips 
that are turned out which are mean- 
ingless. On the other hand, anyone 
can go over the week’s news and try 
in vain to find most of it on film 
anywhere—even if grabbed late. 
The lack of initiative or inertia is 
also suggested by the fact that news- 
reels seldom scoop the papers. 

Result of what happens—or 
doesn’t happen—in the newsreel 
field finds shows at this house top- 
heavy with inconsequential items. 
Pageants, this or that dedication, 
rituals of remote and jejeune caliber, 
races of all kinds and unimportance, 
fashions, feasts in far-off tank towns 
of Europe, parades, receptions, ani- 
mal acts, rodeos and the like, clutter 
the reels. 

If one wanted to rub the reels 
down a bit they could point that by 
Friday night there was nothing here 
on defeat of the President’s supreme 
court plan nor on Sen. Robinson’s 
funeral nor on anything big in labor, 
where there's plenty happening. 

Show tees off with election of Al- 
ben Barkley as new senate leader, 
succeeding Robinson. Then Pathe 
does a clip that could have been 
done any week on how the crop re- 
porting board in Washington works. 

Marconi’s death is mourned; they 
try an experiment by throwing a 
party for reform school girls in 
Oklahoma; Russian pole flyers are 
welcomed home; Henry Cotton wins 
the big golf title in England, and 
everything’s serene again on Nan- 
tucket Island after threats ot seces- 
sion from Massachusetts. That sums 
up the lead news. 

Balance of the program is clut- 
tered with one thing and another, 
including Lew Lehr’s rapidly tiring 
dialect stuff, mostly with animals, 
and the new Woman's Page feature 
(Hearst) with Dorothy Kilgallen. 
The girl who flew around the world 
for Hearst comments on the vacation 
visit in Europe of the President’s 
mother; on women with their sail- 
boats and on a kid’s playground. 

Other clips are a pageant of war 
strength in France; dedication of a 
French shrine; King and Queen of 
England visiting Scotland; feast of 
the Towers in an Italian bailiwick; 
racial squawks in Jerusalem; new 
flying plane recorder; showboat crew 
of sirens; a motorcycle race; ex- 
cursion of candid camera fans; sail- 
ing enthusiasts warming up for 
Larchmont’s week _ competition; 
styles in dresses and shoes (two 
clips); the winning of a big pony 
race at Chicago: a soap-box kiddies’ 
derby; Denver Elks’ parade; a mine 
blast in Indiana; mattresses as boats 
with motors hooked to them; parade 
of old autos in Paris; U. S. winners 
of the Ryder cup in Britain; Tommy 
Farr doing calisthenics; an archery 
contest; kids playing in a swimming 
pool; a rodeo in California; comical 
charity game put on by film people 
on the Coast; an athletic carnival in 
France; summer skiing on straw; a 
lion trainer in Vienna acting up; a 
Delaware Park horse race, and once 
again Vesuvius rehearsing for a 
show that may never come off. How 
editors must suffer trying to get real 
news for their screen accounts! 

Char, 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Pittsburgh, July 25. 


Earle this week hit its midsummer 
low—or so audience should hope—on 
quality entertainment in stage show. 
Nut has been clipped to limit, which 
is reasonable enough with mercury 
in nasty nineties, but with expendi- 
ture of just a little more and a lot 
more headwork, the combo might 
have been molded into something 
more satisfying. 

Constructive idea would have been 
to set the band on the stage, which 
has been done in recent weeks and 
which immediately dresses up the 
entire presentation. Then, guy 
named Wally Brown, who does pat- 
ter act, could have been transformed 
into an emcee, introducing his pat- 
ter between other acts. Addition of 
a femme chirper would make a com- 
plete unit of the combo and bring 
the running time up to the custom- 
ary 60 minutes. 


Despite punkaroo show biz was 
fair-at opener. Marquee hypo is 
Herman Bing in p.a. with ‘Ever 


Since Eve’ (WB) on screen. 

Bing is spotted in next to closing 
and got pretty fair returns for what 
he gave out. Spieled along in aim- 
less, haphazard sort of way that 
distinctly gave impression of ‘What’s 
he trying to do anyway?’ Everytime 
he got started on a line that locked 
like it might have hope of being 
ifunny. he rambled off into something 


| entirely disconnected. Some slightly 





. vertical 





blue patter used in Pitt last week 
has been sapolioed. 

The Jansleys’ opening is real bit of 
amusement in entire prog. Five men 
acros are smooth in hand-to-hand 
and fiy-through-the-ether stuff. They 
are followed by Le Paul, card ma- 
nipulator. Le Paul is tops in making 
playing cards do their stuff. But 
how is anyone, even one-third back 
in the 2,800-seat Earle, to tell wheth- 
er the trickster has produced the ace 
of spades or the ten of hearts? It’s 
a swell act for the first three rows 
and niteries, at several of which Le 
Paul has worked in Phiily. He's 
aided by the ultra in stooges. 

A spiel and dance combo, Wally 
Brown and Annette Ames, follow. 
Brown opens with a solo gab. Starts 
with humor that wasn’t too funny, 
even when it was new, but strength- 
ens as he goes along. Needs clipping 
and speedier pace. Ames girl ap- 
pears in baby dress and baby voice. 
In addition to-some gags for which 


and does a simple tap routine. 


Bing was next and show 
with Billy Wells and Four Fays, 
pretty sour for a finale. Act opens 
with man and girl doing military tap, 
with few rolls and tumbles tossed in. 
Followed by fairly amusing, but un- 
inspiring, exhibition of rolling stom- 
ach muscles by Wells. He does an- 
other turn inside a midget dummy 
which isn’t half bad. Then a few 
more acrobatics by the whole troupe, 
marked only by two boys twisting 
legs of one of the femmes until she’s 
wound up better than a clock. With 
that the curtain, and the show’s over, 
plop! Herb. 


closed 


WINTERGARTEN 


Berlin, July 5, 1937. 

‘ To say that the Wintergarten is 
playing safe this month is to put it 
mildly, for a shakier bill has not 
been seen at the house for many a2 
month. But with the Scala out of 
the running till August and Berlin 
catching a goodly portion of the 
«rays floating around Europe from 
the Paris Exposition, the undeserved 
result is sell-out biz. 

Lukewarm opener is Seff and Ric, 
offering tap that is mediocre and 
gags that are worse. Customers here 
being wild acro fans, the five Raven- 
nas in the deuce go over with a wow. 
They are powerful guys with plenty 
of ease and have the best stunts 
going in this line, with complicated 
and horizontal _ stands. 
Warmed-up audience is let down 
with a thud by a brother-sister 
combo, Bloed and Bloedel, trying to 


be funny in between clarinet ren- | 


ditions. BraselJos on the slack wire 
have some corking stuff. Man begins 
with hand stands and splits, changes 
to juggling on a ladder, plays around 
on a unicycle and then balances the 
girl on his head with only one foot 
on the wire. His ace trick is weav- 
ing back and forth on the rope while 
setting it in motion, so that it swings 
far out into the air. 

Three Rays, an American act, get 
by in spite of limited material. 
Working on the clown jdea, with the 
expected roughing and tumbling, the 
fanny socking gets to be too much. 
But whatever mav be lacking in 
ideas and wardrobe, the American 
pep is there and that, if nothing else, 
wins them a hearty hand. Rudolph 
Klaus, billed as the Paganini of the 
accordion, brings down the house. 
A Lizst rhapsody gooled ’em and he 
had to keyboard away. Shoun Foun 
and his eight kids close the first half 
with back bends, floor-turns and 
the proverbial nlate twirling. Baby 
of the family scores with some cute 
hokum and the eldest grabs a few 
bows with her hot contortions. 

Two Loorings, doing horizontals 
and other rope tricks from a high 
perch, are far below the standard 
set here for aerial turns. Valeria, 
femme magician and feature of the 
bill, is a cracker-jack show woman. 
With nine scenes, each better than the 
other, the show opens by emptying 
of gallons of water into an urn and 
while the stage is still driovping. a 
bevy of gals pop out, bone dry. She 
closes herself into a case from which 
a second later two girls step out 
while she comes running through the 
house. Her big sock is hypnotizing 
of a girl who lies on a bare iron cot 
so that everything can be clearly 
seen. Stiffened body rises into the 
air where it remains suspended and 
a hoop is passed back and forth to 
prove that the stunt is done without 
wires. Valeria dresses herself and 
acts well and shows herself to be a 
good thesper, along with her other 
talents. 


Three Rulands, w.k. here through | 


their long engagement at the Cat- 
acombs, croon a couple of hits, plunk 
a bit on their mandolins, have the 
right salting of good fun and score 
nicely. Two°femmes of the six Mar- 
vels catch the breath with hurdles 
and the steeplechase. Otherwise the 
act is spoiled by the guys, who are 


affected, sissified and badly dressed. | 


Dalcy trio closes 
rapid juggling. 


with weak but 


STEIN WESTWARD 
William H. Stein, of Music Corp.., 
flew to the Coast last week. with 
business stopoffs in Cleveland, Chi- 
cago and Kansas City. 
Expects to divide his time between 
Los Angeles and San Francisco, with 


one week-end in Dallas, until Sept. | 


10, when returns to New York. 


UNIT REVIEWS 


‘1938 Broadway Revue’ 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 
Atlanta, July 25. 
Produced by Vie Binns, this unit 
is a bit top-heavy with dance, most 
of it good, however. Headliners are 








| singers, 
Brown straights, she sings one song 


;} sents an 





| follow 
| They had to beg off. Wayman then 


| for 
| Again.’ 


Fred Harper and Louise, who have 
been seen and heard in Warner com- 
edy shorts and are okay comics. 
Harper, who also acts as emcee, 
steps out introducing Stephen Gushee 


and his Masqueraders Orch., who 
play ‘Masquerade Waltz.’ Show nas 
six bandsmen augmented by seven 


house toote:s. Harper then brings on 
Elsa Granger Girls, who do a high 
kick tap routine to ‘Lucky Star.’ 
Eddie Rasch and Harry Warren, 
offer ‘I Don’t Believe Its 
Raining’ and ‘Mr. Paganini’ and get 
fine response. Both have good voices 


| that blend well. 


Maxine Coletto, from the line, pre- 
interpretation of Eleanor 
Powell in a rhythm tap to ‘Big Boy 
Blue’ for a so-so hand. 

A soft shoe number by Ruth Col- 
bert, Jack Wayman and Deanne 
Wering goes over good. Wayman 
works in silk topper and tails and 
girls, who are also from line, wear 
long white frocks with picture hats, 
They dance to ‘When I’m With You.’ 
Harper fills in four minutes here 
with some gag chatter, using band 
leader and drummer, Cliff Billing- 
ton, as stooges, while two girls are 
changing and come back with line 
in a military number to ‘Strike Up 
the Band.’ 

Rasch and Warren reappear garbed 
as Chinese for ‘Ht Lee, Hi Lo’ and 
with ‘Mason Street Blues.’ 


contribs an eccentric tap to ‘You're 
Okay’ and makes way for the line, 
waltz number to ‘T'll See You 


Harper is then joined by Louise 
and they go into 10 minutes of song, 
comedy and dance. The film folk 
have a good act that pleased Cap 
customers. Woman sings ‘An Old 
Southern Custom’ and plays straight 
to. Harper’s drunk bit, plenty okay. 


Louise counters with ‘It Looks Like 
Rain’ with Harper doing soft shoe 
acrobatic that brought good returns, 

For finale line flits back for a few 
steps to ‘Broadway Rhythm,’ Way- 
man comes on for some dance steps, 
Harper cuts a few capers and the 
show’s over. 

Pic ‘Behind the Headlines’ (RKO) 
and biz fair. Luch. 


Bowes’ All-Girl Revue 


(ORPHEUM, MPLS.) 
Mpls., July 27. 

This Major Bowes unit is heavily. 
loaded with good feminine talent 
and provides plenty of pleasant en- 
tertainment for local hungry ‘flesh’ 
fans. A little more showmanship 
would enhance its effectiveness, but 
even in its present form it gets by 
nicely. There’s no attempt what- 
soever at production, the acts are 
run off in routine fashion without 
any embellishment that might give 
the show snap and spontaneity. 

In Julie Balleu, the unit has an 
experienced, breezy and personable 
m.c. who also conducts the 13-piece 
girl swing band and contributes sev- 
eral vocals. 

Outstanding are the Canadian 
Caperettes, trio of comedy acrobats 
and dancers whose feats score heav- 
ily; Mildred Maye, hefty singing 
comedienne, and Jean Clark, whose 
imitations of birds rate as remark- 
able. ; 

Clara Wellman, pretty Minneapoli- 
tan, plays a classical number on the 
violin expertly. Kay Krivokucha, 
also good to look at, gets her yodel- 
ing over in big league style. Helen 
Patterson, also a Minneapolitan, 
sings ‘A Kiss in the Dark’ well 
enough to earn an encore, The Dacy 
Trio’s rythmic tapping and acro- 
batics are out of the ordinary. Im- 
personations of Katharine Hepburn 
and Luise Rainer win Rita Frucht 
plenty of applause. 

Peggy Dean sells her beauty, charm 
and vocal ability in a way that 
should carry her far. Novel ar- 
rangement of ‘Pennies from Heaven’ 
shows off the band to advantage with 
Miss Balleu and the Dean girl lend- 
ing vocal support. ee 

On the screen ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ 
(20th) is a first-rate attraction in its 





own right. There is also Pathe 
News. Lower floor capacity and 
'baleony moderately populated at 


|late night show. Rees. 





Mamie Kelly’s New Unii 








Unit comprising seven acts and 
| line of 12 girls departed for Panama 
Saturday (24) for three months’ en- 
gagement at Mamie Kelly’s Ritz, 
Panama. 





Show produced by Vee Ames and 
assembled by Harry Walker, N. Y.; 


jrep of Kelly interests, includes 
| Hildegarde, dancer; Bonita, formerly 
{Ruiz and Bonita, rhumba dancer; 


| Dolly Sterling, singing comedienne; 
| Agnes McCormack, blues singer; Joe 
and Edison Green Room 
Strollers (Joe, Betty and Joy). 


% ~ ~s 
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Plenty Angles in N. 


Project Shakeup; White Collar 
Art Units All Under One Head 


Shake-up of the Federal Theatre 
Project in New York, announced 
f:9m WPA headquarters in Washing- 
ton over the week-end, caused con- 
jecture over the results other 
indicated. Government’s relief show 


than 


outfit was stated to have been | ance record for first half of 12-week 

ae ee + | season, with 388,723 attending 45 per- 
merged with the Four ars} ect, formances. This is an increase of} 
also known as Federal Project No.| 19398 over same period last year,| 
1. By combining the white col-| when a new mark was set with total 
lar divisions, it is believed the] of 370,395. 


plan is to merge such relief outfits 
for economical and efficiency pur- 
poses and may have been ordered 
following appeals made to Washing- | 
ton, particularly by the theatre end. 

Mrs. Ellen S. Woodward, assistant | 
national administrator, in announc- | 


ing the merger, stated that Paul | 
@dwards would be the ‘administra- 
tive official’ of the consolidated 
projects. Edwards arrived in the | 
metropolis Monday (26) and imme- 
diately called some of the depart- 
ment heads in conference. 


Whether the status of Hallie 
Flanagan, who has been national 
director of the theatre project, has 
been changed was not made clear, 
although the statement from the | 
capital was to the effect that she | 
would ‘continue to be the technical | 
director’ of the FTP. Her assistant, | 
William P. Farnsworth, was not 
present at the session with Edwards, | 
being reported on vacation. Edwards | 
was identified as having adminis- | 
tered the WPA in Massachusetts and 
Maine and tore recently has been | 
assistant director of finance in the | 
Washington headquarters. It was an- 
nounced that the music, art, writers | 
and historical record projects would 
continue as herefore, but it is known | 
that at. least two of the directors | 
were replaced or transferred. 

The FTP otherwise simmers and | 
direct action from Washington to re- 
instate let-outs is hoped for by the | 
stage group leaders, who contend 
that no professionals should be dis- 
missed so long as there are persons 





on the payroll who did not make | terms when signed. sans usual 10% 


their living in the theatre prior to 
WPA. Expectation is that Harry L. 
Hopkins, the national administrator, 
will visit New York as requested to 
alleviate the situation. The political 
situation at the capital is believed | 
to have engrossed the attention of | 
all executives of the administration 
forces, hence a possible delay. 
There have been no further dem- 
onstrations by people let out of the 
relief theatre, but leaders have re- 
ceived pathetic letters asking for 
some solution as to how they are to 
exist. The figures and percentages 
submitted to the stage unions, pur- 
porting to show there are few non- 
professionals retained, appear to be 
questioned. Indications are the 


figures pertain to only parts of the | 


theatre project, whereas the order to | 
reduce was applied to the éntire | 
set-up. In any event, the number of 
dismissals reported and those sub- 
mitted show considerable variance 

Lieut.-Col. Brehon B. Somervell, 
WPA administrator in New York. | 
challenged the allegations of Ralph 
M. Easley, of the National Civic 
Federation, who charged that there 
are ‘a large number of grafters, in- 
competents and Communists’ in high 
WPA positions. Somervell said the 
charges are ‘fatuous, illogical and 
unreasonable.’ 

WPA exec wrote Easley that un- 
less he is willing to cite specific in- 
stances, ‘my only conclusion can be 
that your statements are just an- 
other political dodge and that you 
are more interested in personal no- 
toriety.than good administration of 
the Works Progress Administration.’ 

Easley, in a letter to the President, 
claimed there were many ‘ex-con- 
victs, former bootleggers, drunkards, 
political ward heelers and profes- 
sional agitators in WPA exec posts 
and that their only qualification was 
that they didn’t want to do any 
other kind of work.’ 





Washington, July 27. 
Consolidation of the four arts and 
theatre projects does not affect 


Hallie Flanagan’s status in the FTP. 
William P. Farnsworth continues as 
her deputy, but Paul Edwards re- 
places him as administrative officer 
in New York. There are no further 
changes in the federal relief theatre 
program anticipated. 


!more direct casting 
|season than ever before, the few legit 


|big parade of applicants sent along 


jand which 


Y. Theatre 





ST. LOUIS MUNY OPERA 
SETS B.0. RECORD 


St. Louis, July 27. 
Municipal opera set a new attend- 





Only one performance has been 
stopped by rain during current sea- 
son. Raindrops halted second per- 
formance of ‘The Great Waltz’ just 
before 10 p.m., too late to make rain 
checks valid. Not one performance 
was unfinished during 1936 season. 


‘Direct Casting 
Nicking N. Y. 
Legit Agents 











es 4 





With legit producers going in for 
in forthcoming 


casters around have something more 
than the heat wave to worry about. 

George Abbott, Sam H. Harris, 
Guthrie McClintic, John Golden 
and others have appointed their own 
casting directors for their forth- 
coming output, with outside agents 
only in when having exclusive rep- 
resentation of a needed star or 
player. 

Producers dec ided upon their own 
casting departments to obviate the 


by casters with or without authority 
cluttered their offices. 
Direct casting also has another ad- 
vantage in getting players at better 


agents ee: 





CONN. STRAWHAT 


go into fifth week with constantly 
improving business. 
off to a three-week low mark with 


BIZ IMPROVING 


New Haven, July 27. 
Connecticut’s shore line straw hats 








Madison got 


Hurlbut’s New ‘Whispered’ 
Play in L. A. Rehearsal 


Los Angeles, July 27. 

‘Story to Be Whispered,’ legit 
|drama by William Hurlbut, has been 

Stony Creek has had consistently | placed in rehearsal by Edgar Mac- 
good support, doing nice biz on “To- Gregor with Marjorie Rambeau in 
night at 8:30’ and ‘Small Miracle.’| the lead and a supporting cast of 35. 
To date, house has steered clear of | Opening is skeded for the Geary 
early season tryouts, which nicked | theatre, San Francisco, Aug. 16, with 
b.o. last year. Milford has shown|/an engagement at the Los Angeles 
some okay grosses to date, but heavy | Biltmore in the offing in the event 
nut on guest stars has used up most} of a click. Then Broadway, 
of the take. A big week on Mrs. Pat Play deals with life 
Campbell in ‘13th Chair’ showed | City, Nev., in the gold 
slightly red for this reason. pone 1870. 

Guilford is showing a slight profit, | ~ 
probably due to milder overhead | 
than other spots. House uses resi- 


‘First Lady,’ ‘Outward Bound’ and 
‘Kiki,’ but came back strong last 
week with Donald Cook in ‘Libel’ 
and looks to do well currently with 
Margaret Perry in ‘Spring Dance.’ 








in Virginia 





rush days | 


| ‘Jazz 
| was a tryout, ordinarily meaning an 

expensive experiment in these parts, 
| but show took within $100 of pre- 
| vious week’s ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ which 
| mopped 
|ning ahead of 
| ‘Children’s Heur’ 


dent troupe entirely. ‘Boy Meets 
Girl did biz last week, offsetting 
losses on first couple weeks. 
Ivoryton had an unusual week on | 
Age’ ending Sat. (24). Play 


House has been run-! 


last year and with 
current and ‘Dead 
End,’ ‘Idiot’s Delight’ and “Tonight 
at 8:30’ booked for future, should 
finish season strong. 

Personnel lineups this year include j 


up. 


—Milford (Plymouth Playhouse, | 
Connecticut Players): Staff, A. L.| 
Kebbe, Ruth Lane, A. D. Merwin, | 
Marcus Merwin, Charles Monroe and | 
Nancy Andre. Directors, Richard | 
Gage and Margaret Hazelwood. | 
Technicians, Charles Rogers, Darryl!) 


Yoakum, Al Boylen and Helen Ward. | 
Resident troupe, Charles Kebbe, Vir- 
ginia Keller, Myvawny Williams. 


Madison (Post Road Players): 
Staff, Ranney Compton, James Fur-| 
ness, Quentin Brown, Rita Haskin, | 
Jack Hansell, Edward Fox, Thomas} 
Edington, Elizabeth Kimball, J. Free- | 
man Coffey, Robert May, Jr., Fred-, 
erick Thurston, Charles Scholey. | 


Director, Brace Conning. 

Guilford (New York-Guilford | 
Players): Staff, Carl Goodman, Rob- |} 
ert Buckner, Frank Kelley, Arthur 


Hoyt, Joseph Marra, Cary Cronan, | 
Sam Elliott, Jean Platt, Kathleen | 
DeGhetto. 


} 

Stony Creek (Stony Creek Play- 
ers): Staff, Richard Bender, Fran- 
cis Y. Joannes, John Fearnley, Maur- 





Cut of 36 From Cincy 
WPA Draws Protest. 


Cincinnati, July 27. 

Protest against the dropping of 36 
actors from the local Federal The- 
atre Project was filed last week with 
the Hamilton County Commissioners. 
Written charges, presented by Walter 
Redhill and Chic Sayles as spokes- 
men for the castoffs, allege that the 
committee which made the cut has 
placed in jeopardy of beggary needy 











persons for whom the project was 
set up, rather than non-reliéf clients 
| permitted ‘to remain on the project. 


ect is mismanaged, employs wealthy 


| 
| 
| 
| 


persons. harbors nepotism and is 
dominated by a clique. 
Dr. C. R. Campbell, president of 


the commissioners, declined to send 
a resolution of complaint incorporat- 
ing the petition’s charges to Wash- 
ington, stating that the county could 
take no part in the administration of 
a federal project. 











Farnsworth Ducks 


William P. (Fuzzy’) Farnsworth, 
Deputy National Commissioner of 
the Federal Theatre Project, 
on a six-weeks’ leave. 

So tired of pickets, sit-downers and 
objectors was Farnsworth, he has 
hied to a small island off the Caro- 
lina coast where there’s a.shack, but 
no inhabitants. 


BROWN’S ‘WOMEN’ 


‘Fickle Women,’ comedy by Mur- 
ray Brown, will reach production 
late next month by new producing 
group headed by author. 

Brown has formerly been identi- 
fied with productions in Yiddish 
theatres. 





‘Zingo, comedy by William Ed- 
munds and George Salvatore, to be 
produced early next season. 





is away | 


| ice Sarasohn, Al West, 
Joannes, Ruth Bedford, John Miller, 
Joe Diettle. 


Shubert in Cannes 


Cannes, July 16. 
Lee Shubert is here taking a sun 
cure before heading back for New 
York, to work on a new production. 
With Irvin Marks, his Paris agent, 








Shubert has been looking over 
promising talent and packing away 


new ideas. 








Petition charges that the local proj- | 


‘Fem Impersonators 
| Fined for ‘Camping’ 


St. Louis, July 27. 

Leo Meyers, also known as Francis 
Lee, and Bobby Roberts, female im- 
personators in a downtown nitery, 
were each fined $90 by Police Court 
Judge Nangle Wednesday (21) on 
charges of ‘masquerading contrary to 
sex in a public place. 
nailed by gendarmes following an 
early a. m. disturbance in a midtown 
restaurant. 

Both denied charge, saying they 
had gone to place after working 
hours and without -having made 
|change of attire. They will appeal 
case. 





Milford Guest Stars 


hat season at the Plymouth 
house. Milford. Conn., include Olga 


‘20th Century.’ last week; Rosemary 
cent on Youth,’ this week; George 
Coulouris for ‘The Play’s the Thing,’ 
week of Aug. 2; Hal 
Cherry and June Preisser 
Powers and Hal Conklin for ‘The 
Vinegar Tree,” week of Aug. 16, 
and Claudia Morgan, for ‘Heroes 
Don’t Care,” week of Aug. 23. 

Production for the week of 
30 is not set. 





Brokers Take 


-| Attorney Moss, 


| sometimes 


Frances | 


They were | 


Guest stars lined up for the straw- | 
Play- | 


Baclanova and George Coulouris for | 


Ares and George Coulouris for ‘Ac- | 


LeRoy, | 
for | 
‘Broadway,’ week of Aug. 9; Leona) 


Aug. | 


‘Eternal Road Corp. in N. Y. Files 
Petition for 77-B Reorganization 


+ 


Only hope of saving Max Rein- 
hardt’s spectacle, ‘The Eternal Road,” 
is by reorganizing the controlling 
corporation, according to a 77-B pe- 
tition filed yesterday (Tuesday) in 
the U. S. district court, N. Y., by 
Louis Lipsky, v.p. of the Eternal 
Road Distributing Corp., which asks 
the court to order such a reorgan- 
ization. Lipsky states he has to take 
this step following a _ resolution 
passed by the board of directors of 
the corporation. 

The petition points out that 
corporation’s liabilities amount to 
$351,315, while the assets, exclusive 
of capital stock, amount to $371,514. 
Lipsky declares that the creditors 
and stockholders can only be paid 
under reorganization, as the pros- 
pects of future prosperity for the 
production are extremely bright. 

‘Immediate liquidation under pro- 
visions of the General Bankruptcy 
Law will prove disastrous to every 
person connected with the enter- 
prise,’ the petition states, ‘inasmuch 


the 








Lesson from 
Govt on Taxe 


What the Government 
| Broadway agencies to do in handling 
tickets secured from theatres for re- 
sale, was indicated when nine, 
brokers and employees were called 
|to Federal Court Friday 
being held for failure to stamp 
tickets. _Not only are the brokers 
expected to stamp the price received 
from the customer, but are supposed 
to identify all tickets in the box- 
office allotments. 


It was all new to the agency 
| people, who understood that the tax 
| collector was only concerned with 
| tickets sold at more than the estab- 
lished price, so that the percentage 
due the Government could be 
checked. According to assistant U. S. 
however, 
are sold at box office price, which 
happens, or sold at a 


| sacrifice, the stamping must be made 


| and the amount received set forth. 


Even when tickets are returned to | 


the box office they are supposed to 
be stamped to that effect. That was 
brought out when it was testified 
that returns are usual. Federal men 
upon examining ticket boxes were 
iable to identify the agencies which 
handled certain tickets which were 
printed with the locations on both 


ends. That type of ticket is not al- 
ways used, but applied to ‘The 
Women’ and ‘The Show Is On.’ 


Checkers for the collector are aware 
of the locations alloted each agency. 


Robert Baumgarten, a clerk in the 
Supreme agency, pleaded guilty to 
selling one ticket without stamping 
it on the reverse side. The other 
eignt defendants pleaded not guilty 
|and the hearing was put over until 
Sept. 7. The Supreme is subject to a 
fine of $100, but the Government con- 





i tends that each sale calls for a 
; Similar nick and there are 332 in- 
stances of non-stamping alleged | 


against the first batch of brokers | 


called downtown. There is some un- 
|certainty when others who wer 
held under $500 bond on sisal 
| charges will be examined because of | 
| federal legal staff vacations. 


Understood the Government claims | 


evasion in paying the tax on tickets | 
sold above the regular price with the 
amount set at more than $1,000,000. 
' If non-stamping is proven, it is likely 
that claims for alleged tax withheld 
will follow. Some brokers, however, 
state they have been informed that 
Washington not picking on the 
ticket men, but that the action 
part of a general drive by 
Internal Revenue Department to col- 
lect all tax monies believed to be 
due. 


} 


is 


Humble Stays in N. C. 


Charlotte, N. C., July 27. 
B. Humble, for 


Thomas 


| Theatre, has signed a contract for 
;} another year here. 


Humble has produced more than 
160 one-act plays and more than 50 
three-act plays during his seven 
| years here, majority of them of top- 
| flight calibre. He brought to Char- 
lotte the idea of recreating Broad- 
way successes on a local stage with 
local actors, and has found success 
in that theory. 


| diture of almost $500,000, 


| tion, 


expects | 


if tickets | 


is | 
the | 


as the assets created by the expen- 
howevel 
valuable they may prove in opera- 
are valueless in liquidation. 

There is every reason to believe that 
a plan of reorganization can be ef- 
| fected. 

‘When the performances were dis- 
continued for the summer,” the pe- 
j tition points out, ‘the weekiy in- 
j;come exceeded the weekly budget 
| by several thousands of dollars. The 
(Continued on page 63) 


PLAGIARISM CLAIM 
ON ‘CAN’T TAKE IT 


(21) after | 


Plagiarism suit involving the 1937 
Pulitzer prize play, “You Can’t Take 
It With You.’ currently at the Booth 
theatre, N. Y., was filed yesterday 
(Tuesday) in U. S. District Court, 
|N. Y., by Virginia Gordon, play- 
wright, who seeks an injunction and 
accounting. George S. Kaufman,, 
Moss Hart and Sam H. Harris are 
named co-defendants. The screen 
rights to the hit were recently sold 
to Columbia Pictures for $200,000 

Miss Gordon avers in her com- 
plaint that she and Frances Ross 
wrote a play called ‘Rash Moments’ 
in 1934. Miss Gordon bought the 
Ross rights in the play and then 
tried to peddle it on Broadway. She 
claims among those to whom she 
submitted her script were the de- 
fendants. They turned it down. Now 
she alleges the defendants’ hit is a 
takeoff of the plot. sequences, dialog 
and atmosphere of’ her own play. 
She does not explain why the delay 
in filing the action. 


‘Salute to Spring’ Will 
Reach B’way in Fall 


Indications are that ‘Salute to 
Spring,’ tried out by the St. Louis 
| municipal opera outfit recently, will 
be definitely added to Broadway’s 
growing list of fall musicals. Try- 
| out fared well despite certain handi- 
|caps. Show was designed as an in- 
e | timate type of musical, yet it was 
| presented on the 200-foot open air 

stage, which is equipped for larger 
operettas. 

Score is credited with having four 
| Standout numbers, two of which are 
| touted as hits. ‘Spring’ was written 

by Fritz Loewe and Earl Crooker, 
whose ‘Great Lady’ is also due on 
Broadway. 


Sillman’s Duo 


Leonard Sillman is back on Broad- 
| way aligning talent for the two 
| new musicals which he will produce 
| this season. First will be ‘New 
Faces of 1937,’ to be followed by 
book musical ‘Calling All Men.’ 

Latter was given a strawhat 
out, 

















trv- 


seven | 
years director of the Charlotte Little | 


WPA’s Wilson Play 


Chicago, July 27. 
Next play to be produced by the 
Federal Theatre here is ‘13, dealing 
with the life.of Woodrow Wilson. 
Authored by Howard Koch and 
John Huston, author and _ lead, 
respectively, in the current Federa! 
theatre ‘The Lonely Man,’ which has 
|a Lincoln theme. 
New piece will stac Joha Huston 


























re July 28, 1937 





LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY ae i 





EQUITY NIXES ROCKEFELLER 








ATC Paves Way to Raise $100,000 
For Betterment of Legit and Road 


First meeting of the American 
Theatre Council since the recent 
legit convention was held Thursday 
(22) at the League of New York 
Theatres for preliminary co-ordina- 
tion purposes. The financial condi- 
tion of the ATC was touched upon, 
it being shown that the Council has 
a surplus sufficient for current 
needs, having profited more than 
$2,000 during the convention, 

One of the first problems to be 
solved by the ATC, however, is the 
raising of a considerable sum, the 
figure mentioned being $100,000. 
Money will be needed to maintain 
the projected set-up in the council’s 


ambitious program to better the wel- | 
generally and | 


fare of the theatre 
revive the road. 

When the ATC starts functioning, 
it will have an executive head, al- 
luded to during the convention ses- 
sions aS a promotional manager. 
Such a director will be chosen for 
his initiative, but will act under the 
guidance of the board. No candidate 
for the post has yet been considered. 

Committee reports are expected to 
be ready by mid-August, at which 
time a get-together luncheon of the 
council leaders will be held and the 
finance committee will make its pro- 
posals. Up to now, the ATC has used 
the offices and siaf= of the League of 
New York Theatres so that little ex- 
pense has been incurred. Most of 
those who aided at the convention 
were volunteers. 

Last week’s session was brief, be- 
cause some of the board had other 
committee business, It was definitely 
decided, however, that the second 
convention shall be called for late 
next May, dates approximately being 
the same as the recent sessions. War- 
ren Musell and Paul N. Turner were 
named as convention directors. They 
were in charge at the first conven- 
tion. 

Indications are that the ATC will 
seek a contact with Hollywood with 
the idea of easing the more or less 
strained situation that resulted last 
year, when the picture end was 
dissatisfied with the authors contract 
conditions. Expectation is that con- 
versations will be had with the Hays 
office, which is said to have asked 
why the legit theatre convention was 
so critical of Hollywood. 





‘Room Service,’ Repeat 
In Two Years, to Start 


Philly Season Early 


Philadelphia, July 27. 

Indications are now that Philly will 
have its earliest legit opening in a 
number of years this fall if present 
plans don’t go astray. Intent is now 
to open the Chestnut Street Opera 
House Aug. 30 with ‘Room Serv- 
ice.’ ‘ 

Show originally opened at the 
same house two seasons ago before 
Sam Harris turned it over to George 
Abbott. It’s figured good for three 
weeks now and will be followed at 
the Chestnut by Charlotte Green- 
wood in ‘Leaning on Letty,’ which 
has been a set booking for mid- 
September since last spring. 

Forrest is reported as re-lighting 
on Sept. 6 with a try-out. Producer 
mentioned is Arthur Hopkins. 

Unusual angle on Chestnut’s get- 
ting the call over the Forrest for 
first bookings is that former has no 
cooling system and latter has. Both 
houses are reported solidly booked 
for first three months. 

The indie Erlanger expects to re- 
light early in September with Sam- 
uel Nirdlinger again running it by 
himself and Alex Yokel out. Mask 
and Wig Club's 50th annual show. 
over whieh quite a big ado is being 
made, is mentioned for Thanksgiving 
Week at this house, which sets at 





rest any reports of it not re-lighting. 

Philly’s legit opening date was 
Labor Day for a great many years. 
Change came about six or seven 
years ago, with late September being 
the time recently and few early 
birds. 


+ 





Title Worry 





Broadway is guessing how 
much the title will cost ‘Brother 
Rat,’ an expression used at a 
military school in which the 
comedy is localled. It is be- 
lieved that the title kept down 
the gross, even during the best 
weeks the show has had at the 
Biltmore, N. Y., and a similar 
handicap is likely to apply to 
the road. 

Majority of those who buy 
tickets have to be sold with an 





explanation that the play has 
nothing to do with gangsters. 
In many instances playgoers 
|} would not even inquire what 
the title meant, the ‘Rat’ word 
dissipating any desire to see the 
show. 


London Legit 


Criticism By | 
Cable to WMC 











Donald Flamm, prez of WMCA, 
N. Y., while in London recently ar- 
ranged with J. W. Marriott, British 
writer and occasional critic, to cable 
across the pond estimates of legit 
plays on their opening nights. Five 
hours’ difference in time ‘tween 
N. Y¥. and London will not make the 
broadcasts on this side too late in 
the evening. 

WMCA has long sought to main- 
tain a ‘Broadway’ character. 


‘CHILDREN’S HOUR’ IN 
STRAWHAT NEAR HUB 


Boston, July. 27. 

‘Children’s Hour,’ banned in Bos- 
ton and the center of an unsuccess- 
ful court battle by New York pro- 
ducers to bring it into this city two 
seasons ago, is being played for the 
first time in New England at the 
Mary Young theatre in Centerville, 
Mass., (Cape Cod) this week. Mary 
Young and Mabel Taliaferro are 
starring. John Craig II is present- 
ing. There have been practically no 
deletions in dialog for the strawhat 
version and local authorities are 
letting it ride. 

Advertising and publicity empha- 
sizes the fact that it is a ‘sophisti- 
cated drama and not a play for 
children.’ 











2 New Green Plays 





Charlotte, N. C., July 27. 

Two new plays by Paul Green will 
open in New York in the fall. Cheryl 
Crawford will produce 
chanted Maze,’ and Sam Byrd will 
produce ‘The Southern Cross.’ 

‘The Enchanted Maze, a satire on 
America’s educational system, was 
presented in this state by the Caro- 
lina Playmakers lust year. Green is 
revamping it for its Broadway ap- 
pearance. 

Lakewood, Me.. July 27. 

Sam Byrd, actor who has been ap- 
pearing with the Lakewood Players 
here, has returned to New York to 
start preparations for presentation 
of ‘Star in the West,” new play by 
Paul Green, which he will produce 





land in which he will also appear. 
[This is the ‘Southern Cross’ play 
above-mentioned, under .a new tag.| 
| Play deals with a contemporary 
theme in North Carolina, home of 
both Byrd and Green. Later this 
week Byrd will leave New York and 
join Paul Green at Chapel Hill 
N. C., for a final conference on the 
) play 


‘The En- | 


+ 


NO CONCESSIONS 
A GENTER PLAY 





Requests for Extra 


Turned Down by Actors’ 
Union — Management 
Burns at ‘Lack 
operation’ 


—_—_— 


‘NO FAVORITISM’ 





‘Virginia,’ coming season’s biggest 
show in a production way, starts re- 
hearsals this week, but not by the 
| grace of Equity. Despite the size 
| of the cast and chorus, three re- 
| quested concessions were denied. 
| Equity figuring that since the Rocke- 
| fellers are backing the show, which 
will cost $150,000 or more, none are 
| in order, 


Letter sent to Equity after it re- 
| jected the proposals was to the ef- 
| fect that its action is not in the 
spirit of cooperation voiced during 
Sree recent Legitimate Theatre Con- 
| vention. Communication was signed 
| by J. Kenneth Hyatt, managing di- 
rector of ‘Virginia’ and the Center 
theatre, largest house in New York 
devoted to legit. 


Show is the first wholly-backed 
Rockefeller enterprise and if it clicks 
Rockefellers are expected to remain 
in the legit field indefinitely, though 
the principal purpose is to continue 
the policy of stage attractions at the 
Center, The 3,438 seater was orig- 
inally designed for pictures but such 
operation was found impractical be- 
cause of the Music Hall close by in 
Radio City. 





Requests 


Equity was first asked that an 
extra week be allowed for rehears- 
als, it being planned to play several 
previews of ‘Virginia,’ since the size 
of the operetta precludes tryouts 
out of town. Another proposal con- 
cerned newsreel shots for publicity 
purposes without the management 
being required to pay a half-week’s 
salary, which the rules call for. 
Third request was to concede one- 
eighth of a week’s salary in the event 
that the finale section of the pre- 
miere performance be broadcast. 
Equity rules call for such payment 
whether a show goes on the air dur- 
ing regular performance or other- 
wise. 

When Equity nixed all these sug- 
gestions the show management coun- 
tered with another proposal. It 
|; pointed out that the probabilities 
were for ‘Virginia’ to play at least 





hit, but that in the event of a 
shorter stay any difference in coin, 
if the concessions were granted, 
would be paid to the players. That 
idea met with no response at all 
from Equity, where it is felt that 
the show is virtually certain of last- 
ing two months or more. 


Equity takes the position that it 
|is not trying to be tough but that 
it does not wish to set a precedent. 
| Stated there that so vast an organ- 
ization as represented in this show 
management should not seek con- 
cessions, and is required to operate 
under the same conditions as apply 
to attractions of other managers. 





Coin Guarantee 

When the Rockefeliers decided to 
do ‘Virginia,’ said to reflect their 
restoration of Williamsburg in that 
state, they were required to post 
two weeks’ salary guarantee at 
Equity, amounting to around $20,090 
No exception was made in that in- 
stance, with the actors’ organization 
pointing out that the contracts were 
| signed by a theatre corporation of- 
ficer and thercfore would permit an 


out for the Rockefellers in case of 
trouble. 

There will be 130 people in ‘Vir- 
sinia.’ chorus being around 100. Un- 
der the rules the chorus rehearses 
four weeks, with half salary for the 

‘following two weeks, $15 week!) 


of Co-| 


eight weeks, even if not proving a| 


Re- | 
hearsal Time, Free Broad- | 
cast and Free Newsreel | 


| 
| 
| 


' 





| 


that sum inconsiderable in compari- | 
son with the production outlay. 
Also Equity says that it sees no 
;reason why it should be the only 
inion asked for concession. How 
stagehands? Equity asks. Oj 











N Y. City in With Shuberts-Gallo On 
Randalls Island; Provided IDG Stage 





Shrinkage 


Bannister & Byrne have done 
an about-face on their plan to 
roadshow ‘Sea Legs,’ musical, 
and instead have disposed of 
touring rights to Fanchon & 
Marco, to send it out as a tab 
unit. Show will be pruned to 
one hour's duration. 

B. & B., instead, Will do a 
new book musical, untitled as 
yet, by Arthur Swanstrom and 
Michael Cleary, who also col- 
labed on ‘Sea Legs.’ 











Yokel's ‘Beauty 
Will Day-Date 
In N.Y. and Chi 


First production by Alex Yokel for 
the new season will have a simul- 
taneous presentation in New York 
and Chicago, according to the mana- 
ger’s plans. Play is the dramatiza- 
tion of ‘Beauty,’ originally a short 
story by Mildred Cram which ap- 
peared in Pictorial Review. Rita 
Weiman has about completed the 
adaptation of the magazine version. 
Another title is likely to be used. 

Irene Rich and Billie Burke are 
mentioned as the leads in the dual 
showings. Likely that the stars will 
switch from Broadway to the Loop 
and vice versa during the engage- 
ments. 

Manager has two other produc- 
tions listed. Currently he has the 
problem of booking the Fulton, N. Y., 
which he took under lease last sea- 
son. House was slated for a two-a- 
day burlesque and later for the so- 
called vauderevues. House was sub- 
let to Abe Minsky and Izzy Herk, 
who are said to have paid around 
$15,000 in rent for the dark theatre. 
Reported that vauderevues may be 
tried there around Labor Day. 


PLENTY ELBOW-BENDING 
AT HOT AIR SHINDIG 


The Hot Air Club, oldest social 
group of company managers and ad- 
vance agents, held its annual outing 
at Pleasure Bay near Long Branch, 
N. J., Sunday (25). The principe 
event was the clambake preceded by 
elbow bending and followed by same. 
That is the main athletic sport of 
the a.k. showmen and has been ever 
since a veteran competing in a near- 
athletic contest broke a leg. The 50 
fellows at the board included Ted 
Mitchell, Bob Campbell and his 
brother John, Fred Meek, Wallace 
Munro, Lodewick Vroom, Fred 
Zweifel and others. Combined ages, 
anybody’s guess. 

Bill Keogh was elected president 
of the 38-year-old club for a one- 
year term. New prez was of Davis 
& Keogh, former pop price man- 
agers, He is v.p. and director of a 
Bronx bank and is building a new 
theatre in that borough. 














pay for rehearsal applying after the 
first week. 
hearsed five weeks 
aries apply 
pay after the first 10 days. Figured 
that the difference between rehearsal 
pay for the chorus and half 
is not great, another reason why 
Equity declined to make an excep- 
tion. 

Estimated that the amount entailed 
in the concession matter is merely 
around $5,000 and Equity regards 


about 


te frane? 
toe aeabio-. 


Principals may be re-| 
before full sal- | 
, but receive $20 rehearsal | 


salary | 


~ 


Opening Tuesday (27) of open air 
at Randalls Island, New 
York’s municipal stadium reached by 
the $60,000,000 Tri-Boro 
marks the first stage venture in 
which the city is participating with 
theatrical managers. Fortune Gallo 
and J. J. Shubert are presenting 
operettas in association with the De- 
partment of Parks, which supplied a 
new and unique movable stage, work 
upon which started six months ago. 
The showmen are paying rent for 
the use of the stage, but next sea- 
son the arrangement will probably 
call for a percentage of the gate. 

The stage measures 140 by 80 feet 
and weighs 250 tons. Engineers have 
estimated that to duplicate the con- 
struction it would cost $150,000. No 
estimate of the actual cost has been 
made. While the city supplied the 
necessary funds, the work was done 
by WPA artisans and no report on 
the wages paid these men has been 
submitted, 


Stage is mounted on a steel chassis. 
Wheels with huge pneumatic tires 
are spotted in tandem 10 feet apart. 
With such equipment, the whole con- 
traption can be moved by a tractor 
engine und winch, it being necessary 
to haul the stage &bout 200 yards 
when the field is used for athletic 
contests. Part of the equipment are 
set stage pieces, to which are added 
the regular settings for each show, 
as is the case with the first and 


shows 


bridge, 


current revival of ‘The Student 
Prince’. The entire stage dress is 
water-proofed, as at Jones Beach, 


where Gallo and Shubert are oper- 
ating similarly under an arrange- 
ment with the state department of 
parks. 

The Randalls Island stage was 
built under the direction of Emile 
Mardfin, manager of the Stadium. In 
addition, a new p.a. system has been 
installed and tests have proven it as 
efficient as that in operation at 
Jones Beach. Parking space for 
2,500 motor cars is available with- 
out charge. There is a bridge toll 
of 25 cents, which, however, does not 
go to the city. For that reason, it 
was decided that the show manage- 
ment pay rental for the stage and 
stadium, city supplying the staff at 
the park 

Shubert’s name does not appear as 
a presenter, although the Shuberts 
are prominent in the billing of the 
shows, William Caryll of the Shubert 
office, is an officer of the show cor- 
poration along with Gallo. Same 
outfit tried Randalls Island presents- 
tion last summer briefly and went 
into the red, but under the new ar- 
rangement the venture looks like a 
better draw. 

Stage can be used as a platform 
for meetings. A basketball court can 
also be easily marked out and such 
games have been tried on the plat- 
form, also handball courts. 





Equity Dues from 
Fritzi Scheff’s First 
Engagement in Yrs. 


Fritzi Scheff, light opera star of 
former seasons, played her first 
| operetta engagement in years when 
she appeared in ‘The Prince of Pil- 
sen’ with the St. Louis municipal 
opera last week. Miss Scheff was 
embarrassed when informed by the 
management that $112 would be de- 
ducied from her salary becaure of its 
arrangement with Equity to collect 








| back dues. All managers are te- 
quired to make similar reduc.ciors. 
| Equity explained that the dues 


item was allowed to climb to such 


;a figure because of the actress’s 
| neglect. Association issues excuse 
cards to members out of engagement, 
| but Miss Scheff failed to apply for 
such rating. which automatically 
calls for no dues. She also neglected 
to apply for an abate nt cf dues, 
Equity stating that mest 3s'tch . 
quests are :avorably acted upon. 
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Tourists May Hold Up B’way Legit Till 
Fall; ‘Babes, Sole Musical, Improves 


+ 


! 

Patronage of tourists is expected 
to support Broadway’s legits for the, 
next month or more. New influx of 
out-of-towners was evidenced at box | 
offices generally last week, when 
there was a betterment in atten- | 
dance until late in the week, when '! 
weather turned excessively hot} 
again. 

Buyers and vacationists are flock- 
ing to the metropolis, and most of) 
the midtown hotels are well filled. | 
in the present influx are | 
better spenders than the summer's 
first visitors, who comprised a more 
youthful contingent. Saturday nights 
have been the weakest draws of the 
week, which is usual in summer) 
time. but several hits claimed ex- 
cellent. attendance at the matinee— | 
the incoming wives. 

Best gross increase last week was 
recorded by ‘Babes in Arms, and 
that was expected, since it is the 
sole surviving musical with the clos- 
ing of ‘The Show Is On.” WPA de- 
cided to bring in a colored musical, 
‘Swing It, at the Adelphi, but that 
show cannot be classed as any more 
opposition to Broadway than any of 
the other relief theatre attractions. 

It is still indicated that the current | 
will last out the! 


Tourists 


; 


| 


nine attractions 
summer, two recent withdrawals 
probably bettering the chances of 


the others to stick. Weather will be 
the deciding factor. Weekend heat 
was dispelled Monday (26) by vio- 


lent showers, bui it was still pouring | 


at show time, and that hurt. 

There will be eight new plays 
tried: out in the sticks next week, | 
seven being carded this week. But 
a likely hit is still awaited from that 
source. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Babes in Arnis,’ Shubert (16th 
week) (M-1,382 - $3.30). Attendance 
jumped most performances last week, 
as expected for sole surviving mu- 
sical; $15,000 estimated. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (33rd week) 
(C-991-$3.30). 
cut rates a factor in the gross of 
$6,000 or more; okay pace. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(23rd week) (CD-1,000-$3.30). Im- 
proved until warm weather, latter 
part of week; not far from $8,000 
mark claimed. 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (11th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Laugh hit continues 
clean-up pace, with most perform- 


last week. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Former leader 
picked up matinees especially strong 


even Saturday afternoon; quoted 
over $13,500. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (190th 
week) (D-1,107-$1.65), If going 


through August, run leader is slated 
to enter another season; business 
apparently bettering even break at 
$4,000. 


‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (40th week) 
(CD-1,036-$3.30). May also extend 
into new season, dependent on Au- 
gust business; somewhat better with 
gross estimated over $8,000. 

“Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
house (25th week (C - 878 - $3.30). 
Claimed around $8,000 last week; 


winter hit will complete half year’s. 


stay next week; another holdover 
possibility. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You.’ 
Booth (33rd week) (C-708-$3.30). 


One of survivors sure to go into new 


ibe opened Aug. 20, with ‘Brother 


| ‘Ziegfeld 


{for by A. M. Oberfelder, local im- 


Picked up here too; | 


| 





‘Rat’ to Start Off 
Denver’s Legit Season 


Denver, July 27. 
The legit season of "37-38 here will 


Rat.” on a hop from the Coast to 
Chicago, where the show opens Aug. 
22. Only a matinee and one night 
performance be given in Den- 





will 
ver, 

Other shows booked, but tentative | 
as to date. are ‘The Great Waltz,’ | 
‘Show of Shows,’ “Tovarich,’ ‘Room | 
Service,’ ‘Victoria Regina,’ “You Can't | 
Take It With You,’ ‘Fredericka, | 
Follies. “The Woman,’ ; 
‘Lady Precious Stream’ and The | 
Show Is On.’ ‘King Richard IT and | 
‘High Tor’ are still being dickered | 


presario. 


LA. RAT 106; 
3 WPA SHOWS 








Los Angeles, July 27. | 

Despite mid-summer legit slump, | 
‘Brother Rat’ is doing oke for itself | 
at the Biltmore, where it is currently | 
in second week of a scheduled four- | 
weeks’ sojourn. Hollywood crowd | 
turning out for this one and it 
like a quartet of healthy 


is 
looks 
stanzas. 
Estimate for Last Week 
Brother Rat,’ Biltmore. (C-1,651; | 
$2.75) (1st week). Hit very satisfac- 
tory $10,000 on opening eight per- 
formances and, with healthy ad- 
vance, outlook for remainder of stay | 
is satisfactory. 


WPA 
‘Festival of Modern Dance,’ Holly- 
wood Playhouse. All dance unit 
debuts (27) running through Aug. 1. 
‘Macbeth,’ Mayan. Skedded to 


| 


{ 


| hold until Aug. 6. 


‘Hansel and Gretel,” Greek theatre. 
Replaces ‘Midsummer Varieties’ (27) 


, for indefinite stay. 





| Charlot’s U.S. Vacash 


On his ‘first vacation in 35 years,’ 


Andre Charlot arrived in New York 
, Lloyd B 
ances selling out; rated over $15,000 from London Monday (26) and leaves | Busch, Colin Craig, Helen Slawson, | 


today (Wednesday) for Hollywood. 
| month or six weeks, and will then 
return directly to England. 

London producer says he has no 


| immediate production plans. 





‘Winterset’ 6G in Denver 


Denver, July 27. 
| With one sellout for the week, 
'Wednesday matinee, the gross for 
last week at Elitch stock was around 
$5,800 with ‘Winterset.’ 
Current is ‘Call It a Day.’ 





season; only Saturday performances 
not sell-outs; around $15,000. 
Revivals 
‘The Student Prince,’ 
Island; open air. 
‘Frederika,’ Jones Beach; open air. 
WPA 
‘Swing It,’ Adelphi; colored mu- 
sical; opened last week. 


Randall’s 





Have you ‘all the 


' 


shoes you want? ge 


WHY NOT? Look at the dramatic 


SALE VALUES 


ie |. MILLE 





Plenty of smart styles, but not every size in every style 





SEMI-ANNUAL 
SHOE SALE 













geles, 


lantie City. 


F 


| Northern. 





| Leeming, ‘At Mrs. Beam’s, 


(31st | Will visit friends there, remaining a | Child,’ Weston, Vt. 


| 


WPA 
SWING IT 


Musical comedy in two parts presented at 
Adelphi, N. Y., July 22 by Variety Theatre 
of WPA’s Federal theatre; book by Cecil 
Mack; lyrics by latter and Milton Reddie; 
score by latter and Euble Blake; staged by 
Mack and Jack Mason; dances by Benny 
Johnson and Miriam Schiller; 53c. top. 


Jake Frye.. .-Edward Frye 
Boevker 


Current Road Shows 


WEEK JULY 26 
‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore, Los An- 





‘Excursion,’ Convention Hall, At- 


"You Can’t Take It With You,’ Har- 
ris, Chicago. 





eeeeereeeeereee 








Summer Theatres 
(NEW PLAYS THIS WEEK) 


Miranda... 


R .-Blanche Young 
Nate Smith 


»-Walter Crumbiey 











Bud..ccccecs PTETITITITT TT Tre Joe Loomis 

‘Day in the Sun,’ Mount Gretna, | saaie Rep oe. . .Frances Everett 
Pa. Mame....es coecceeccsceses Goenora Kaglish 
‘ ’ ~~ _ | GHMNBET. cece ceecees esescees James Mordecai 
Love My Dog,’ East Jaffrey, N. | sieve IN eeesee. Sonny Thompson 
H. (29). 1 Bob. . veccvccesec TreTTiTin Sherman Dirksen 
‘Secret Heart,’ Newport, R. I. (27), nents WOePeTETTTELirr tT Tiere eee oes 

‘ : a ’ aa SEV wn ewww merece seeereesees etl ree 

| Si NY yng Nation, Pougnker D- | Chin Chin...... Cvesecccsccesssesel Al Young 
se, ak oe See BOR cs ccs csccsecoensenee Dorethy Turner 
‘Wild Swans,’ Abingdon, Va. (29), | Jamaica Joe. .ceseeserersssees John Fortune 
‘Without Design,’ Chatham, Mass, | Moin Brown--srecesesesesss Nt Sect ae 

. - : 3 . FO ER EE Leo Bailey 
‘Wuthering Heights, RtOBEES } GleSes. 5 ccc ceseceacdnatccee Olena Williams 
Conn, (28). Ethel... cccccecceccvcceces---Marion Brantley 
ae. ; Bin occecccoccccsecess NOrMan Barksdale 

| Swipes Lawrence Lomax 
Platfut..ccccvcceeccceceseces Frank jackson | 

| Serifl.. cece ecererercesesessessed Al Young 

| JOGOS .< ceccdeccecceseuesees James Boxwell 

. AUMY . ccowscecvececccoseevesecess Anita Bush 

| Colored cast attraction of the 

WPA’s vaudeville division in N.Y. 


. Pde ab] >] 
3 and a colored play in Harlem are the 
S$ only shows in the relief outfit’s 
3 | leased theatres, the other units rov- 


| spots, usually gratis. 
‘Swing It’ has been a long time in 
the making. On the opening night 
it was strung out, but the second per- 


27. 


Chicago, July 
With the Lions convention in town 


| last week, the loop’s single legit | formance saw considerable improve- 
entry, “You Can’t Take It With/ ment. Show is a cross between re- 
fou,’ had little difficulty in selling | vue and musical comedy and pre 
plenty of pews for its 24th local ses- | tends to hold to a story. 
sion. ’ Vogue of colored musicals that 
‘Babes In Arms’ had been listed | came in with ‘Shuffle Along’ passed 
as an early September arrival for! from favor years ago and no matter 
the Grand. This follows setting of | what its pretentions, ‘Swing It’ will 
‘Brother Rat’ for Aug. 22 debut at | not revive it. Regarded strictly as a 


the Selwyn. 
Estimate for Last Week 


‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Harris (1,000; $2.75) (25th week). 
With convention in town, in addi- 
tion to plenty of tourists, this play 
crowded in a fine $13,000 again last | 
week. 


| WPAer, the show will pass muster, 
j}impression being that it would fare 
better in Harlem than on Broadway. 
There are three sets of male duos 
trying to provide fun, but the per- 
| formance is sadly lacking of laughs. 
At one point the chief comic, captain 
of a Mississippi boat, is played by 
| Edward Frye, uses some of his for- 
|}mer vaudeville material. More of it 
;might have been more effective. 
| There is one mention of ‘How High 
{Is Up’ (Moss and Frye). .Frye. by 
: the way, does well with ‘Blah, Blah, 
| Blah’ 
Engagements There are one or two number pos- 


sibilities, but hardly standouts. 


WPA 


‘Lenely Man,’ Blackstone. 


‘O Say Can You Sing?’ Great 





Frances Farmer. Mildred Natwick,|@uction number, if any can be so 


Alan Hewitt, Lillian Brennard ‘ated in this show. A quartet in a 
Tonge, Kathleen Komegys, Valerie | ©2¥aret scene starts very badly with 
Cossart, Victor Beecroft. H. H.| /4at's Why They Call Me Shine,’ 
Bratsburg, Ruth Perrot, Esther | 2" old Williams and Walker fave. 


’ Mt. Kisco, | Two specialists in the four, however, 
N. Y.; Westport, Conn. 
Basil Burwell, Peggy Converse, 


ridges. Morton Barrett, Bob 


cored. 
Story has to do with the captain's 


the levee, sail up the big river and 
| ultimately reach Harlem, where all 
| hands will be famous and get rich. 
Originally the show was more along 
revue lines. Although it has been 
rehearsing from time to time for a 
year, it now is bogged down with 
book. 

Girl end of the outfit is weak, but 
that is to be expected. That 
WPA did get together a musical, 
even of this type, indicates that much 


Harlon Forrest Grant, ‘It’s a Wise 


Olga Helms, Alfred Allegro, 
‘Without Design,’ Chatham, Mass. 

Margaret Swope, William Mowry, 
Katherine Raht, Fred Lawrence, 
Lynn Sherman, Paul Yost, Sherod 
Pollard, Winifred Fothergill, “Wild 
Swans Come Over,’ Barter Theatre, 
Abingdon, Va. 

Margaret Swope, Fred Lawrence, 





William Mowry, Barbara Correll,| work was requi ; : 
Pat he bite : >|. quired, since production 
FA — Barter Theatre, | jimitations are apparent. Costuming 
ig . runs to viol ay 
William Post, Jr. Donna arl,| pensive. Preman this mtin nn 


, Program lists B - 
James Kirkwood, Nance O'Neil,! er as sreimaioe asaaeaie. — 


Charles Coburn, John Burks, Henry Show is close to the Broadwa 
Buckler, Roland Bottomley, LeRoi | zone, but does not figure to lure pat- 
Operti, “The Devil's Disciple,” Mo-' ronage away from regular legits. 
hawk Drama Festival, Union Col-| “ Ibee. 


lege, Schenectady, N. Y. 
Razing Broad St., Philly; 


Charlotte Acheson, Clay Spencer, | 
Gloria Lynn, Mary Fischer, Dwight} 

To Become Auto Park 
Application of the Pennsylvania 


Marfield, ‘Wuthering Heights,’ Litch- | 

field, Conn. 

Diana Gaylen, Ralph Margelssen, | 
Jack Sheehan, Harry K. Morton,!|Co., acting for the bondholders of 
Maxine Castleton,|the Broad St. theatre, Philly, for 





Doris Patston, 
Zella Russell, Helen Eck, ‘Frederika.’ 
TE oe miiride, ‘Day in the Sun,’, te granted yesterday (Tuesday / by 
Gretna Playhouse, Mt. Gretna, Pa, | Judge Harry Kalodner in municipal 

Isobel Rose, John Barclay, Starr | Court, Philly. Demolition, expected 
West, Teddy Jones, Miriam Battista, | to take about a month, will begin 
Clement O’Loghlen, ‘Ned McCobb’s| Next Monday. Pennsylvania Co. was 
Daughter,’ Starlight Theatre, Pawl-/| acting for holders of all but $27,000 
ing, N. Y. | of the $700,000 bond issue. 





me | Alexander Clark, Elizabeth Young, 
: | Edmund 


Berilla Kerr, Lydia Fuller, Jack- | be used as a parking lot. 


son Perkins, Lauren Gilbert, Joseph’ End of the Broad leaves Philly 





First Leas? <a wactin| with six available legit houses. Four, 

Rye Beach, N. H. - - *| the Forrest, Chestnut, Erlanger and 
Edythe ‘Wood, Spencer James, | Locust, were lighted last season. 

‘The Patsy,’ Peapack. N. J. | Shubert housed burlesque and the 
Julie Haydon, Seymour Gross,; Walnut was a Yiddish theatre. 

Evelyn Varden, Richard Carlson, emninees ss _ 

Walter Greaza, Reed McClelland, ‘Faustus’ Indoors 


‘Accidental Family,’ Cape Playhouse, | 
Dennis, Mass. 97 


at. 


Atianta, July 


Cole McMartin, Gloria Hatrick. Federal Theatre Project's prese 
: ip - ‘ eders ject’s presen- 
Paul Yost, Lydia Perera, George) tation of Christopher Marlowe’s | 
Oliver Taylor, John Dickens, Lynn ‘Tragical Historie of Dr. Faustus’ 
Sherman, Gilbert Faatz, ‘Night of cas ; - s#austus 


opens tonight (Tuesday) in the At- 


January 16th,’ Barter Theatre, Ab- 
| lanta theatre instead of the Buck- 


ingdon, Va. 


| Anthony Ross, ‘The Front Page.’ head Symphony Shell, as originally | 

Brattleboro Theatre, Brattleboro,| contemplated. Shift from amphi- | 

Vt. p | theatre to indoors came about when 
Warren Bryan. . Beth — Marion, | Director Walter Armitage discovered | 

meme Palmer, Ralph Chambers, | outdoor staging and lighting for pro- | 
ack Easton, ‘Day in the Sun,’| guction would be ji 

Gretna Players. Mt. Gretna, Pa. | - _— . impracticable. | 
Helen Brooks, Cecilia Loftus, | Armitage himself has title role. | 


| with Roy Elkins as ‘Mephistophe'es.” | 


George. Mary Wickes,| Cast of 75 is made up of New York, | 
$ | Lewis Martin, Robert H. Harris.!| Birmingham and local WPA units 
| Robert Allen, ‘Storm Over Patsy,’’ and members of Atlanta Theatre 


(Continued ou page 62) | Guild, which sponsors FTP here. 


|ing the parks and various outdoor | 


‘Ain't We Got Love’ is made a pro- 


pull the number out, one being en- | 


scheme to gather talent from along | 


the | 


permission to tear down the house | 


Site will | 


————— 7 


SELWYN BUYS IN ON 
MacGREGOR’S PLAY 


Hollywood, July 27. 

Arch Selwyn has bought in on the 
legit production, ‘Story to be Whis- 
pered,’ and will co-produce with 
Edgar MacGregor. 

Opens at the Geary, Frisco, Aug. 
16, and at the Biltmore here, Sept, 
13. 


‘Bartered Bride’ Draws 
$4,200 at St. L. Debut 


St. Louis, July 27. 

Friedrich Smetana’s comic opera 
‘The Bartered Bride,’ with four Met. 
Pee opera singers in leading 
| roles, was presented here for first 
| time in the Al Fresco theatre in For- 
est park Monday (26) to audience of 
| 10,040, which wore wraps because 
| of the cool weather. Take was ap- 
| proximately $4,200 for the opening 
| performance. 
_ Piece, with the most expensive cast 
in history of local outdoor entertain- 
ment, clicked with the customers. 
| Making impressive debuts were Jo- 
seph Bentonelli, Susanne Fisher, 
George Rasely, native-born tenor, 
and Eugene Lowenthal. John Gur- 
ney, who had leading roles in ‘Music 
in the Air’ and ‘The Fortune Teller’ 
during current season, also scored. 

Supporting cast includes Joseph 
MacCaulay, Phil Porterfield, Ruth 
Urban, Erika Zaranova, Annamary 
Dickey and Gus Howard, Bert Prival 

| and dance team of Elaine and Barry. 
| Routines were adapted for the line 
of 24 by Theodore Adolphus. 

‘Prince of Pilsen’ completed fourth 

run in 19 years of local Muny opera 
Sunday (25), with one performance 
Saturday (24) washed off boards by 
rain. This was first time in two 
Lyears that rain cancelled an entire 
| performance. Take for six perform- 
j}ances was about $32,000, piece 
tracting 53,000. 











at- 





Coast ‘Rat’ to Chi 


Los Angeles, July 27. 
George Abbot's ‘Brother Rat,’ cur- 
rent at the Biltmore, jumps to Chi- 
cago after four stanzas, ending Aug. 
14, for the fall season. 





SUMMER THEATRES 
THE JAZZ AGE 


Ivoryton, Conn., July 20. 


Play in three acts, five scenes, by Francia 
Stewart Hall. Staged by Milton Stiefel; 
settings by Herbert G. Andrews. Presented 


by Stiefel at the Ivoryton Playhouse, lyory- 









ton,.Conn., July 1%, °37, 

F OBCOL. . cccccccccceseseccscces Mitchel Koval 
MOTs +s $8605 4E0 188004 Ke t604 Don LeMasier 
Bob. eCoccccceccesesccesececets Ray Kearney 
PRICE. 6.000 cenvensovsncwucsées Judy Russeii 
BOF, os cicccccccevecceces eseees Jewell Hart 
YUDTY s cereececersccessenscsess Dorita Dawe 
SOEs obs vcodcccosucecvdecse Lynn Phillipa 
MG MEI ehheaecdenekedv sane Helen Carewe 
Mr. Win 906 8060s is iddacsdosss Seth Arnold 
Phil COC CCC ee redseccseesber’ de Glen Boles 
Pen. 994080 66.004686a06 Joseph Pevney 
RAID... ccerecedecccecsccceacs leon Janney 
rank. Gane PeBeagicivceses Charles Crisp 

PPE. 0.6 600 dons cb eS ines ch Haila Stoddard 

{ Ree ee ere Coburn Goodwin 

| Mac... ...ssccccccsserssecsdenss Forrest Orr 

| First MOD. on 6c 6 0 tbe egbessdng Dennis Shea 

f TEUCKELIVEL. « ccadscéetescuss< Bryan Arnold 

Mur OIG 5 Ch dseePesederdccesen cunt Carl Trees 
GHNSOD. cece cece eeeeeeeeees ee. Melba Deane 

| Huth. 0606666. 066 66006000856 Phyllis Hamilton 
Harri Le ccseecescesssseess sss Maxine Roscoe 
Pe oan watts seeeeeereeeeseeeens Sandra Stark 

PINs 664 koe Se 0 a hee ‘ecl ) 
Ratidrad eet tte ees anene ( il) Hubbard 


Ruth Ford 


There are a number of criticisms 
to be leveled against this play. In 
spite of which “The Jazz Age’ 
emerges from its premiere perform- 
ance as agreeable entertainment. 

Author has chosen a theme of no 
Sreat originality. It’s the old one 
about the adolescent youth who has 
outgrown childish ways without 
| quite reaching man’s estate. Ralph 

Best goes to college, falls in love 
with the fastest gal on the campus, 
, and then discovers the details of hei 
unsavory past. This, naturally, leads 
to complete disillusionment; and the 
| last we see of Ralph, he has lost his 

naive idealism forever. 

‘Ah, Wilderness!’ was a superiors 
item along the same lines, and there 
| have been other versions of the 
story. But that Mr. Hall's little 
, comedy-drama holds interest is not 
| to be denied. Probably the fact that 
(Continued on page 63) 
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Best Riviera Summer in Years: 


Good Weather, 


—_——_——_—_——_—- 


Cannes, July 16. 

Good weather and new foreign ex- 
change rates are booming Riviera 
niteries into the best summer season 
business they've had in recent years, 
despite strikes and hotel closing 
threats, which wouid normaily send 
customers to other climes. 


Beach resorts and the larger 


towns are filling up with foreigners, | 


particularly British and Ame;zican, 
this week marking the official start 
of the hot weather season. Devalua- 


tion of the franc is a big factor and | 
will mean a larger season, although | 
prices have already taken an upward | 


jump im ar effort to take up the 
slack. 

Hollywood at Juan-Les-Pins, ad- 
vertised as ‘Europe’s Most Beautiful 
Outdoor Cabaret’—and it is—has 
been doing mid-season business 
again under the management of Ann 
and Benn Litt, ever: though prices 
have been upped 35c straight down 
the list, ‘just to keep in line with 
the French economic curve. 
Moque and his ‘Hollywoodians fur- 
nish the melodies and 


Forty, wearing a ‘Mae West’ hat. 
Maxim's 

Across the street Pierre Passeron’s 
Maxim's is getting a share of the biz 
with Thomas et Ses Merry Boys, 
pulling in lots of the regulars. Le 
Provencal Hotel has opened its ex- 
elusive outdoor dining room and is 
getting enough thirsty after-dinner 
dancers to make it worthwhile for 
the first time in several seasons. 

Orio, formerly Boef-Sur-Le-Toit, 
opened with a gala last week under 
new management and had to turn 
away cash customers. ‘Robinson's 
Little Robins,’ drafted from the 
Knickerbocker Club in Monte Carlo, 
supply the music, and Harvey White, 
eolored crooner- who helped open 
the playhouse last winter season, is 
back. 

Newest venture is the London Bar, 
transformed into a nitery labeled La 
Jungle, which is doing good business, 
despite the handicap ef being sev- 
eral blocks from the Croisette. La 
Bastide has reopened and the Kit 
Kat Club, which didn’t close be- 
tween seasons and which caters to 
the natives, is getting a fair slice of 
outside coin. 

In Niece 


Niteries in Nice, never a good 
summer town, are preparing for an 
unusually good period. Latest spot 
to open is the Savoy-Palace Jungle 
Room on the Promenade des Anglais. 
where Doris Colbert, colored Chicago 
singer, is getting plenty of attention. 
Casino de la Jetee’s outdoor terrace 
has been opened, featuring Fred 
Raoux and his orchestra, while Paul 
Rosset’s band takes care of the 
dancers inside the casino. La Boule 
Rouge and the Plantation report 
good business. 

Summer Sporting Club, casino in 
Monte Carlo, opens on July 23 with 
a new imported floor show. May- 
fair and Knickerbocker Clubs are 
closed. 


French Without Tears’ 





Adaptation by Fresnay 





Paris, July 20. 

Opening of the French adaptation 
of ‘French Without Tears’ at the 
Theatre Saint-Georges marked the 
entrance of Pierre Fresnay into the 
field of dramatic writing. 

Fresnay, star of French stage and 
sereen, who is currently appearing 
at the Bouffes Parisians in “The 
Three Waltzes,’ 
Maurice Sachs on the adaptation of 
the London Play for the French 
stage. 


_ Unusual suceess of Terence Rat- | 
tigan’s comedy at the London Cri- | 


terion removed any doubts that 
might have been in the mind of 


Benoit-Leon Deutsch, director of the | 


Theatre Saint-Georges, as to the ad- 
Visability of producing it here in the 
middle of the summer. 
®riginally scheduled to open in the 
fall, but Deutsch changed his mind 
and moved up the date. 

Original story dealing with young 
Englishmen trying to learn French 
has been switched to Frenchmen try- 
mg to learn English. Cast of the 
Play, called ‘L’Ecurie Watson’ in 


French, is made up entirely of young | 


artists, none of whom are well- 
known on the French siage. 
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seores nightly with ‘Life Begins at | 
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Richman to Deauville 


Deauville, July 20. 

Harry Richman, presently taking 
London as he likes it, is expected to 
| be one of the high spot of the season 
| here. 

According to present plans he is 
scheduled to play at the Casino from 
Aug. 3 to 16. Deauville season. 
which is in full swing, has been 
marked by an appearance of the 
Philadelphia Ballet on July 13, and 
the International Regatta from July 9 
to 12. At the present time Grety] 
Vernon’s Viennese orchestra is play- 
ing daily in the local music hall. 


FRENCH GO FOR 








George | 





Paris, July 18. 
As part of the many theatrical 
presentations planned by the Com- 
misariat des Fetes de Paris, the 
troupe of the Theatre National de 
l’ Odeon presented ‘A Midsummer 


Night's Dream’ at the Chateau de | 
With the troupe of the 


Bagatelle. 
| Odeon, the Loie Fuller ballets and 
| opera ballet took part in the produc- 
| tion, featuring the dancing of Serge 
|Lifar and Suzanne Lorcia. Breezes 
| that blew over the outdoor stage, 
| located at the edge of the Bois de 
| Boulogne, gave a realistic effect to 
| the dancers’ flowing costumes. 

Among the largest of the festivities 
yet to come is ‘Le Vrai Mistere de la 
| Passion,’ scheduled to take place at 
|the end of the month. It will be 
| held in the large square in front of 
| the Notre Dame Cathedral, and more 
| than 1,000 actors will take part. Pro- 
| duction will run from July 30 until 
| August 8 and will be produced by 
| Pierre Adelbert, who has been re- 
|sponsible for the successes of the 
passion plays here in the _ past. 
| Romauld Joube has been chosen for 
| the principal role of Christ. Ar- 
| rangements are being made so more 
| than 10,000 spectators can view the 
play at each performance. 


| 





| 


Pirandello Was Ace 
Playwright in Italy 
Last Year; Surprised? 


Rome, July 16. 

Luigi Pirandello was the Italian 
playwright who was represented by 
the greatest number of plays and 
the greatest number of companies 
during the 1936-37 season. Ten plays 
of his were put on, seeing altogether 
117 performances. To these must be 
added 30 performances in Neapoli- 
tan dialect. 

Topping Pirandello in total num- 
| ber of performances was Giuseppe 
| Adami, whose ‘Nonna 
‘Felicita Colombe,’ “Provincia,” and 
‘Vecchio Ragazzo’ totaled 182 show- 
ings. 
| Altogether the major Italian dra- 
| matie companies (excluding the 
| companies that go in for plays in 
| dialect) produced plays during the 
| past season of 60 Italian authors, 
of whom are living writers. 
| Melato-Carini-Betrone Company had 
the largest percentage of Italian 
|authors on its repertoire: 80% 
| Italian to 20% foreign. Galli Co. had 
| the greatest percentage of Italian 
shows: 99% Italian to 1% foreign. 


New Bernstein Play 


Paris, July 20. 

Henry Bernstein has just com- 
pleted a new five-act comedy which 
will be produced at the Theatre du 
Gymnase as soon as the fall run 
of ‘Le Voyage’ is completed. 

Entitled ‘La Cap des Tempetes” 
(‘Cape of Storms) it will be pro- 
‘duced with a cast including Victor 
Franchen, Janine Crispin, Claude 
| Dauphin, Jean Wall, Lucy Legero 
and Betty Daussmond. ‘Le Voyage’ 
is scheduled to reopen in Septem- 
ber for a short run and will be im- 
mediately followed by Bernstein's 
new play. 








j 
. 
| 
| 





‘Judith’ at the Comedien Francaise 
jduring the coming season. 


OUTDOOR SPECS: 


Felicita,’ | 


Leo Reisman Plays From Steps 
Of Opera in Biggest Paris Hoopla 


He is also scheduled to direct his | 


Arnold Revue, from 
London, in S. Africa 


Capetown, July 3. 

A Tom Arnold Revue Co. is due 
to open at the Empire, Johannes- 
burg. on July 5, staging ‘Merrily 
We Go’ and ‘O.K. for Laughs,’ with 
George Lacy as principal comedian. 

Sherman-Fisher Girls are in the 
show. E. W. Royce, dance director, 
is now in Johannesburg engaging lo- 
cal chorus for the tour.’ African 
Consolidated Theatres is booking the 
tour, 


NEW TROCDERO 


PARIS, DUE 


IN SEPT. 


| Paris, July 20. 
| The 3,000-seat theatre of the 
 aaetet ate originally planned as the 





official show house of the expo, will 
finally be opened in September, if 
| the present schedule of work can 
be maintained. 


| Jacques Carlu, chief architect of 
| the new Trocadero, states that the 
| lateness is due not only to the late 
| Start, but to the official inauguration 
- the expo. At that time about $34,- 
{000 worth of scaffo’ ling was torn 
| down and work was retarded a 
|month clearing ground for the cere- 
monies. 

One of the most important fea- 
tures of the theatre will be its organ. 
Raisable base for the instrument is 


Orchestra pit will accommodate 120 
musicians. More than 150,000 tons 
of rock have been blasted to form 
the cave-like house. 

Besides the theatre, the Trocadero 
houses, or will house, an aquarium, 
museums of ethnology, comparative 
statuary. folklore, French frescoes, 
a 100,000-volume library, and several 
other smaller museums. 


BIG PRODUCTION PLANS 
FOR BUDAPEST SEASON 


Budapest, July 16. 

‘Belle Helene, Offenbach operetta, 
| planned as a summer outdoor show, 
|has been postponed for production 
in the early fall season at Varosi 
theatre, jointly produced by the 
Varosi and Vigszinhaz managements. 
Ilona Hajmassy, newly discovered 
blonde soprano, is to be starred, but 
she is threatening to fulfill a Metro 
option and sail for U. S. before that 
daie, piqued because the show did 
not come off in the summer, as origi- 
nally planned. 

Other outstanding production to 
come off at the Varosi in the coming 
season will be ‘Miracle’ in the Rein- 
hardt manner. It has been done by 
Reinhardt himself, in German, in the 
same theatre before. Revival, in 
Hungarian, is planned on the occa- 
sion of the World Eucharistic Con- 
gress, to be held in Budapest next 
spring. 


58 by 29 feet and weighs 70 tons. | 





Legit for S. Africa 


Capetown, July 3. 
Charles Hickman, who produced 
"The Frog’ in So. Africa, is bringing 
out another company in August, to 
stage ‘Late Night Final,” ‘Boy Meets 





Girl, “Tovarich, and ‘The House- 
master.’ 

Artists are John Laurie, Cecil 
Winter, Holland Bennett, Raymond 
Lovell, Misses Nell Carter, Joan 
Kemp-Welsh, Christine Lindsay, 


Olga Martin. 
African Consolidated Theatres will 
carry the tour. 


VAUDEFILM ON 


UPGRADEIN RIO 


Rio de Janeiro, July 17. 
What with competition becoming 
more fierce daily and lack of at- 
tractions to pull the mobs, cinema 


will soon be doing their own import- 
ing of American and _ continental 
stock. 


First to start the new vogue was 
Opera, recently inaugurated, which 
started with a dog number, a 
magician, a song and dance man. 
and six of what were called ‘New 
York Girls,’ specially dished for the 
baldheaded row. 

Idea is expected to pull, if quality 
can be substituted for the present 
quantity. Show runs from one and 
a half to two hours and, together 


beats the three and a half mark. 


Plaza-Parisiense chain ard used to 
specialize strip acts. 
puritan attendance at a minimum, 
fearing the place still banks on rapid 
exits. 

Plaza will probably follow suit, 
while the Metro has refused to deny 
or confirm that it has similar plans. 


PAREE WAITING FOR 
MOSCOW ART TROUPE 
Paris, July 18. 

Company of the Art Theatre of 
Moscow is going to pay a return 
eo to Paris 14 years after its first 

ip. 

On its visit here the troupe will be 
accompanied by choruses and 
dancers from the Red Army. With 
them will also be M. Stanislavski 
and Mme. Tchekov, widow of the 
author. 


Troupe has just finished an usually 
successful run of a modern adapta- 





tion of ‘Anna Karenina’ in Moscow. 








Paris, July 18. 

Despite a waiters’ strike and an 
unpleasant political atmosphere, 
Paris turned out this year to cele- 
brate July 14—the French equivalent 
of July 4 at home—as it has never 
| been done before. 
| Because of the many tourists here 
| to visit the exposition, the committee 
in charge took special trouble to 
throw a good show. Biggest inno- 
vation was the equipping of a num- 
ber of trucks with floodlights and 
loudspeakers which toured the town 
carrying some of the best known 
artists now appearing here. This is 
the first time this has ever been done, 
and it was such a great success the 
same formula will undoubtedly be 
followed next year. 

Most extraordinary event of the 
day probably, from an American 
| standpoint, was the band of Leo 
| Reisman playing ‘St. Louis Blues’ 
|) and other pop dance offerings on the 
| steps of the Opera. French laughed 
| at the comparison of hot American 








jazz bursting forth from the steps of 
| the home of ajl that highbrow music 
j means here, danced te the music in 


the streets and the boys had a hard 
time getting away after playing for 
half an hour. 

And, of course, every cafe which 
could afford it had a band of its own, 


down the family radio or phono- 
graph. Vendors of rugs, carpets, 
trinkets and peanuts did a land office 
business while general returns frem 
every quarter were better than they 
have been for years. 

Waiters’ strike—which somewhat 
curtailed drinking in the boulevard 
districts, but helped the little bistrots 
which were open—was the cause of 
the only trouble of the day when 





| windows of the Terminus Hotel Cafe 
jin the Place de la Republique. 

Stars who performed from the 
|moving trucks included Maurice 
| Chevalier, Josephine Baker, Jane 
Manet, Alice Cocea, Georges Bastia. 
| Hachem Khan, Marie Dubas, Robert 
| Jysor, Doumel and Laure Diana. 
| Probably the greatest number of 
/people seen on the streeis in Paris 
for the day's celebrations since the 
war were out 


proprietors are resorting to vaude | 
and several of the leading pic houses | 


with the screen, the whole session | 
Opera is the latest addition to the | 


This has kept | 


and those which could not brought | 


strikers threw chairs through the | 


—= 


New Batch of U.S. Acts Set for 
Aussie Routes in the Nick of Time 


, 


London, July 18. 

| Frank Neil's new line-up of vaude- 
| ville talent for Australia and New 
| Zealand has come along at a most 
| opportune time. Just when a good 
j}number of Americans are abcut 
| through here, due to the Ministry of 
| Labor’s ‘six menths in, and six 
months out’ edict, he’s giving ‘em an 
out. 

Rule only affects medium-priced 
acts, which is just what Neil is seek- 
| ing. 
| Neil’s line-up for Sept. 6 opening, 
which means that acts sail July 3, 
|are Nina Mae McKinney. Batie and 
| Foster, Al Verdi and Theima Lee, 
Bob Fisher, Tracy and Hay (who sail 
from India) and Pat Henning and 
Betty (who said from Los Angeles). 
| Also on English contingent compris- 
|ing Irwin Felix and Nan, Red Fred, 
| Harry Marconi, Eddie Sharp. 
| For October 11 opening are Dave 
| Seed and Co., Devito Denny 4, York 
jand Tracey, Rex Weber, Powell and 
| Bret, and Carl Shaw and Chris Gill. 
Last five named go from Los Ange- 
les. Gill is here now, but goes home 
first. Bell Bros. and Carmen, Marini 
|and Andy, Betty Buckland and the 
| Three Rays are the English contin- 
| gent. 
| Acts play five weeks in Melbourne, 
five weeks in Sydney, and two weeks 
in Brisbane. If successful they go 
| on for 11 weeks to New Zealand, and 
|}are then good for returns in Mel- 
bourne and Sidney. 
| In all, these acts can grab them- 
selves six months work down under, 
|and are therefore eligible for an- 
| other six months’ return trip to Eng- 
| land, 


PARIS CAFE 
STRIKE OVER 


Paris, July 20. 

Strike fever, which has afflicted 
|this town for many months past, 
| affecting almost every type of busi- 
| ness and amusement that exists, at 
| last seems to be cooling off. 
| Latest of the high temperature 
| walkouts that hit the cafes, res- 
| taurants and hotels was settled to- 
| night (20) and tomorrow will see the 
| boulevards resuming their natural 
| aspect, with imbibers back under the 
|awnings watching the world go by. 
When it first struck nearly twe 
weeks ago, the larger cafes, like 
Florians, the Colisee, the Cafe du 
Rond-Pont and the Cafe de la Paix, 
were the hardest hit and remained 
completely closed until makeshift 
staffs could be found. When the 
hotel workers were called out in 
sympathy, over the application of 
the new 40-hour week, more cafes 
joined, but little by little they man- 
aged to secure enough help to offer 
some kind of service. None of the 
larger hotels were extremely hard 
| hit, but the cafes and restaurants 
| suffered plenty. 
| When the announcement was made 
late tonight that an agreement had 
| been reached and work would be re- 
sumed tomorrow, no terms of the 
get-together were announced. What- 
ever they are, Paris and the tourists 
will breathe easier, for all the larger 
cafes have been patrolled by extra 
police to prevent strikers from in- 
timidating the few who could be 
found to work under those condi- 
tions. Although several small brawls 
did break in the Champs-Elysees and 
| Montmartre districts, no real trouble 
was experienced. 








GIELGUD SETS LONDON 
REP. CO. FOR 4 PLAYS 


London, July 18. 

John Gielgud will shortly realize a 
Jong-cherished ambition to appear 
in London in a series of plays with 
a permanent company. He has 
leased a West End theatre for a sea- 
son of eight months, commencing in 
September, and will present four 
classic plays, with Peggy Ashcroft as 
his leading lady. 

First wil) be ‘Richard II,” followed 
| by “The School for Scandal,’ “The 
Three Sisters’ and ‘The Merchant of 
Venice.’ Each play will have a run of 
not less than eight weeks and not 
|more than 10 





Theatre not vet 


| named, because anotne: 
running there, 


play is now 
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35 More Dropped From Hearst's N.Y. 
Journal-American; Other Switches 








Axe swung again on the merged 
N. Y. American-Journal with about 
35 more men dropped from the pay- 
roll, 20 from the editorial staff and 
15 from the commercial departments. 
While some more releases were 
expected on the Hearst papers, they 
came a bit faster and in more 
grouped form than had been an- 
ticipated. 7 

John Harkins. drama editor of the 
old N. Y. American, and of the new 
Sunday American for two weeks, is 
out. Also out is Murray Boltinoff. 
Harkins’ assistant. Gilbert W. 
Gabriel, drama critic, is in active 
negotiation with the management for 
a payoff of his contract, which has 
till February. Probably will not 
write any more for the paper. Ed 
Frayne has been named sports editor, 
replacing Bill Farnsworth who, how- 
ever, remains on the payroll as 
sports columnist. He did both jobs 
on the Journal before the merger. 


Mignon Bushel, femme _ reporter 
and daughter of Hymie Bushel, the- 
atrical attorney, is out, as are also 
Ray Krim, who has gone to the 
Newark Ledger; Ben Markowtiz, for 
30 years’ on the staff; Arthur LeDuc, 
Travis Fulton, Vincent Saxon, Marmy 
Nichols, C. W. Van Devander, who 
has gone to the N. Y. Post; Sidney 
Penner, chairman of the American’s 
Newspaper Guild unit; William 
Patterson, M. Ulmer, John Hamilton, 
James O’Connor, Frank Desmond, 
Frank Atwood, Charles Rowland, 
John O'Keefe and Percy Stone. 


Severance pay was granted in all 
cases, with some of the dropped per- 
sons also receiving vacation pay for 
time off due them. 

More Changes 

Fred Meyers, Guild unit chairman 
at the N. Y. Daily Mirror, is resign- 
ing to take a job as organizer for the 
Guild. Charles McCabe publisher, 
told the Guild’s negotiating commit- 
tee that there would be layoffs for 
the present. Mirror has not added 
any to its staff since the merger. 

Hearst last week withdrew from 
Washington field and leased his 
Washington Times to Eleanor Patter- 
son .for five years. Last April he 
leased the Washington Herald which 
she had previously been publishing 
for seven years, to her. 

John J. Lambert, former head of 
Hearst’s Universal Service who has 
been publisher of the Times is out, 
and J. J. Fitzpatrick, managing 
editor of the Times has resigned. 

W. M. Baskerville, managing editor 
of the Baitimore News-Post has been 
loaned to the Times for the re- 
organization. 





Annenberg’s 250G Libel Suit 


Suit for $250,000 has been brought 
by Max Annenberg, circulation man- 
ager of the N. Y. Daily News, against 
Burton Rascoe and Doubleday- 
Doran. Libel action is based on 
references to Annenberg in Rascoe’s 
recently published biography titled 
‘Before I Forget,’ in which Rascoe 
allegedly states that Annenberg used 
gangsters in the 1910 Chicago news- 
paper circulation war. 





Zit’s Permanent Fold 


Zit’s Weekly, which has suspended 
every now and then during the past 
four years, and reported resuming 
next month, has now done what 
looks like a permanent fold. Pub 
has vacated offices at 254 W. 54th 
street, N. Y., after having disposed 
of office furniture and other para- 
phernalia. 

Paper was founded in 1920 by C.F. 
Zittel, who came over from Hearst’s 
N. Y. Evening Journal, where he had 
been amusement advertising man- 
ager. Zittel is now running a W. 
72d street (N. Y.) tavern. 





More Opposition te Guild 


In a turbulent three-day session 
in Detroit last week the National 
Editorial Assn. enlisted its forces 
with 12 other publishers’ groups in 
combined efforts to maintain the 
‘open shop’ in America’s newspapers. 

James G. Stahlman, of the Nash- 
ville (Tenn.) Banner, in an address 
opening day of the 52nd annual con- 
clave invited NEA members to join 
in ‘united front’ of opposition to ‘an 
effort to control the press of America 
through a closed news and editorial 
shop.’ 

Stahlman is president of the 
American Newspaper Publishers 
Assn. and was named chairman of 
the Newspaper Committee in Chi- 
cago recently to combat aims of the 


cia 


American Newspaper Guild and the 
cIo. 

After hearing talks by William J. 
Cameron, Ford Motor Co. spokes- 
man, who attacked the CIO bias of 
Detroit and other newspapers, the 
small-town editors association placed 
its oke on the ‘united front.’ Cameron 
also charged that newspapers made a 
hero of John L. Lewis, CIO chief- 
tain, and that ‘if you want the truth 
about the sitdowns, you had to read 
the Atlantic seaboard newspapers, 


especially the N. Y. and Boston 
papers.’ 
Others who addressed the con- 


clave were E. H. McReynolds, board 
chairman of Advertising Federation 
of America; John R. MacManus, of 
MacManus, John & Adams agency, 
and H. G. Weaver, General Motors 
director of customer research. 





and humorous features, together 
with a healthy volume of advertis- 
ing. 

Jones, film writer and producer, 
has been putting out a magazine 
irregularly for some years as a give- 
away for the entertainment of his 
pals. Now he is venturing into the 
field for coin, since the demand for 
his type of stuff has livened. How- 
ard Wookey is art editor of ‘Jones’ 
and Maurice Stevens production 
manager. 





Pothole Honored (?) 

Spancs, Hollywood society of p.a.’s 
and newspaper correspondents, 
elected officers for the year at the 
final feed for the summer. Horace 
P. Pothole was stuck with the job 
of prez, nobody else wanting it be- 
cause of the beefs. 

Bill Thomas and Paul Harrison 
were elected v.p.’s, Marc Lachmann 
sec. and J. D. Spiro, treasurer, 

Doug Churchill, retiring v.p., said 
there was a constitution, but he 
hadn’t read it and doubted if any- 
body else wanted to. That, too, was 
passed on to Prez Pothole. 





LITERATI OBITS 
M. W. Etty-Leal, 79, ace trade 





Donnelly’s Big Deal 
One of the biggest printing and 
publication deals in years is being 
talked in New York. If it goes 
through, the R. R. Donnelly Co., Chi- 
cago printers and publishers, will 
take over the Garden City Press, 
Garden City, L. I., at present con- 

trolled by Doubleday-Doran. 
If deal is completed, it will mean 
that Donnelly’s, in addition to the 
Chicago plant, will expand into New 


York, putting it perhaps in the lead | 
position in the U. S., only real com- | 


petition being the Cuneo Press, also 
in Chicago, and McGraw-Hill, N. Y. 





More Jap Mag Bans 

Japanese police last week seized 
copies of the Fortnightly, British 
publication which allegedly con- 
tained a passage disrespectful to the 
throne. Golden Age, religious pub- 
lication published in Brooklyn, has 
been permanently banned for articles 
said to be anarchistic in tenor. 

At the same *time Ogonjidai” 
(‘Lighthouse’), published in Tokyo, 
was suppressed for carrying trans- 
lated articles from the Golden Age. 





Munsey Mag Shakeup 

Jack Byrnes has been made editor- 
in-chief of the Munsey group of 
mags, which includes the Argosy, 
Detective’ Fiction Weekly, Railroad, 
and All Story Love. 

Chandler Whipple becomes editor 
of the Argosy, post formerly held 
by Byrnes. Clarence Ingerman is 
the new editor of Detective Fiction 
Weekly, replacing William Kostka, 
who leaves to start a police mag. 





NLRB Hears Redstone Case 

The first National Labor Relations 
Board hearing in a case brought by 
the Book and Magazine Guild is be- 
ing held in New York, growing out 
of charges by the Guild that David 
Redstone, formerly with Standard 
Magazines, was discharged for union 
activity. 

Redstone had been with the firm 
since 1935 and joined the Guild with 
several others this year. Reason for 
the discharge given by the company 
is reduction of personnel. The Guild 
is pointing out that Standard Mags 
publishes 21 papers, among them 
College Humor, with a staff of 35, 
including clerical workers. Redstone, 
the discharged employee, it states, 
made up 18 of these magazines, and 
had received several unsolicited 
raises prior to his discharge. 





Louise Connell’s Post 

The You Publishing Co., Inc., an- 
nounces appointment of Louise Con- 
nell as Hollywood editor. Mrs. 
Connell was formerly ‘back-of-the- 
book’ editor of Delineator; a found- 
ing editor of the magazine ‘Charm,’ 
published by L. Bamberger & Co.; 
a copywriter on women’s accounts 
for the J. Walter Thompson adver- 
tising agency, and a writer for gen- 
eral magazines and the stage. 

Mrs. Connell! resides in Hollywood, 
where her author husband, Richard 
Connell, is associated with the 
cinema. 





New Story Low, $22 

Fan mag scribblers are deeply 
seared over slashes in prices placed 
in effect by a magazine outfit that 
has set a new all-time low on story 
prices at $22 each. 

Authors calculate that if the news 
gets round, other mags also will start 
cutting down. 





yover Jones’ Hobby Grows 
Grover Jones’ new magazine, 
‘Jones,’ made its bow to Hollywood 
last week. Vol. 1, No. 1, has 70 
pages, with editorial content made 





up of fiction, cartoons, lithographs 


| journalist and VARIETY correspondent 
at the Hague, died there July 15 
after a series of illnesses. He repre- 
| sented 14 trade papers in various 

parts of the world and on various 
| subjects, restricting his theatrical 
| news coverage, however, to VARIETY. 

Death came suddenly, despite his 
recurring ailments. He had just re- 
covered from a lengthy two-month 
battle and seemed to be well on the 
way to recovery when stricken. 

Dennis A. Brislin, 53, assistant 
| telegraph editor of the Scranton 
| Times, died at his home, Scranton, 
|Pa., July 21, after three weeks’ ill- 
| ness. Had been identified with 
| Scranton and Wilkes-Barre news- 
| papers for 30 years. 
| Wife of Moe Ushiewitz, comptrol- 
ler of the Theatrical Press Unit of 
the N. Y. Newspaper Guild, died in 
child birth in N. Y. last Wednesday 
(20). Child, a son, survives. Ushie- 
witz is press contact for local 802, 
Musicians’ Union. 

Paul Braud, 76, for 26 years police 
reporter for the Los Angeles Exam- 
iner, died in L. A., July 22, follow- 
ing a long illness. 











CHATTER 
Nannine Joseph at Olivet, Mich., 
for the Writers’ confab. 

Eugene F. O’Connor ITI, new p.a. 
for Scribner’s in N. Y. 

Ben Ames Williams will fish in 
Nova Scotia and visit Quebec. 

Sinclair Lewis has finished the 
first draft of his new novel ‘Prodigal 
Parents.’ 

George Santayana has finished a 
book titled ‘The Realm of Truth,’ 
due out next fall. 

Edward J. O’Brien is doing a book 
titled ‘Elizabethan Tales,’ made up of 
16th century short stories. 

William Heineman to _ publish 
Jerome Weidman’s ‘I Can Get It For 
You Wholesale’ in England. 

Bess Adams Garner, director of the 
Padua Hills theatre at Claremont, 
Cal., doing a book on Mexico. 

Webb Miller, of the United Press 
foreign staff, is currently resting 
near London after coving the fall of 
Bilbao. 

Willie Keegan is out at the N. Y. 
World-Telegram. Had been there 
since the merger, and before that on 
the World. 

Stanley Woodward, of the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune sports department, 
keeping out of the sun at Spring 
Lake, N. J. 

Hal Eaton and Philip Hochstein, 
managing editor fo the Newark 
Ledger, going to Mexico for a three- 
week vacation. 

Frederick Othman, long a United 
Press correspondent in Washington, 
D. C., in Hollywood to do a column 
for the service. 

George Grant, former art manager 
of Hearst’s N. Y. American, removed 
to Bellevue hospital last week, after 
suffering nervous collapse. 

Action brought by the chief of po- 
lice in Milwaukee against James T. 
Farrell’s ‘World I Never Made’ has 
been rescinded, and book is again on 
sale. 

George Bagley, whodunit writer, 
has switched from Covici-Friede to 
Crime Club (Doubleday - Doran). 
Bagley, in real-life, is Aaron Stein, 
radio editor of the N. Y. Post. 

Dorothy Dix, syndicate adviser 
to the lovelorn, is picking up 
many pretty pennies with a ‘Con- 
fessions of a Columnist’ lecture dur- 
ing her Carolina vacation trip. 

Eugene Lyons leaves for Europe 
this week (31), having finished read- 
ing galleys on his new book, ‘Assign- 
ment in Utopia,’ due out next fall. 
Will go to Italy and then join his 
family on the Riviera. 

Oliver Gramling will begin editing 














B.0. Pulse Steadier at Lewisohn; 


Weather Breaks Aid; Estimate $12,700 





¥ 


Igor Gorin’s Tour 





Igor Gorin, current on ‘Hollywood 
Hotel’ (Campbell Soup) over CBS 
on Friday nights, will go on a con- 
cert tour this autumn, 

Baritone will solo in. the second- 
flight spots, starting in October, 


OF Debbil Ran 
Cuts Down Dell 
Week to $9,500 


Philadelphia, July 27. 


Lack of socko attractions, plus 
threats of rain two nights, sent 
Philly Orch’s Robin Hood Dell gross 
down to estimated $9,500 for six 
nights last week. Providing weather 
holds out, the week ending tonight, 
however, should see best gross of 
season so far. Two presentations of 
Catherine Littlefield ballet expected 
to pull take up to $13,000 for five 
nights. Friday’s concert was rained 
out. 

Poor reception to Ballet Caravan 
last Monday night, with only 1,200 
in the al fresco dell, socked the 
week’s biz. Rain in some parts of 
the city hurt. Best night was Thurs- 
day, when Harold Bauer soloed and 
Wallenstein conducted, to ring up 
$1,800 in single admishes. 











FEMALE FISTICUFFS 


Russian Singer and Lawyer’s Wife 
in Street Set-to 








Philadelphia, July 27. 
Margo Krasnioarova, Russian con- 
cert singer, was held in $500 bail 
here last Friday on an assault and 
battery charge stemming from a bat- 
tle with a woman who claimed 
Margo was fishing for her husband. 


Second lady, Mrs. Jane Shotz, told 
the court: ‘I was walking down the 
street with my husband. He’s a law- 
yer. This woman met us. She said 
to me, ‘Well, you’ve got him, you 
can have him,’ and then she hit me 
and broke my glasses.’ Mrs, Shotz 
says she’s been a nervous wreck 
since the fight and is afraid of 
Krasniorova, 


It developed, however, that Kras- 
niorova was also a little upset. She 
turned around and accused Mrs. 
Shotz of a. and b., too. So to make 
things even, the magistrate held her 
in $500 bail also. 





Mary Lewis the 2nd 


Changes Tag to Davis 


Hollywood, July 27. 

Mary Lewis, radio thrush, has 
changed her tag to Elizabeth Davis 
following announcement by Mary 
Lewis, operatic diva, that she is re- 
turning to the warbling wars. 

Former’s new handle becomes ef- 
fective with her autumn engagement 
with the Colin Toni operatic troupe. 





Reiner Heads West 


With last night’s scheduled per- 
formance of ‘Tristan and _ Isolde,’ 
Fritz Reiner concluded his season’s 
conducting engagement at the Lew- 
isohn Stadium, N. Y. 

Motors to Chicago, where he ba- 
tons four concerts at Ravina Park, 
August 5-8. Continues to the Coast, 
where he conducts at Hollywood 
Bowl, August 17 and 20. 





Wardlaw at Dance Gym 


Spartanburg, S. C., July 27. 
Jack Wardlaw and CBS orchestra 
set for season at $100,000 (new) Hen- 
dersonville, N. C., dance gymnasium. 
Vocalist Kitty Nowland and Co- 
medians Buddy Good and Dave 

Smith articled along with band. 





material on a history of the Asso- 
ciated Press next month, while on a 
four-week vacation in Florida. Will 
be used in conjunction with a proj- 
ected Selznick motion picture of the 
syndicate. AP may publish the book 
itself. 





Thanks to a week of clear weather, 
attendance and grosses at the Sta- 
dium Concerts, Lewisohn Stadium, 
N. Y., last week showed a satisfac. 
tory spurt. As anticipated, the two 
performances of Wagner excerpts, 


Fritz Reiner conducting and soloists, 
brought out nice audiences. First, 
on Tuesday (20) night, pulled the 
highest attendance so far this sea- 
son, 5,000. Figure was cracked 
Thursday (22) night, when 6,000 el. 


bowed through the wicket. Week’s 
totals were 28,000 attendance for 
$12,700. 


Last Week’s Estimates 


Monday (19), regular concert, with 
Ray Lev piano soloist, Fritz Reiner 
conducting ($1 top), clear weather; 
okay $1,200. 

Tuesday (20), ‘Siegfried’ excerpts, 
with Fritz Reiner and soloists ($1.50 
top), clear weather; good $2,500. 

Wednesday (21), Beethoven, 
Strauss, Wagner concert, with Fritz 
Reiner ($1 top), clear weather: fair 
$1,100. 

Thursday (22), ‘Gotterdammerung’ 
excerpts, with Fritz Reiner and solo- 
ists ($1.50 top), clear weather; fine 
$3,000. 

Friday (23), regular concert, with 
Fritz Reiner ($1 top), clear weather; 
satisfactory $1,300. 

Saturday (24), regular concert, 
with Paul Kerby conducting ($1 
top), clear weather; combo of new 
batoner and week-end not up to 
hopes, $2,300. 

Sunday (25), regular concert, with 
Paul Kerby ($1 top), clear weather; 
so-so $1,300. 

Fitz Reiner was 
up his season’s batoning stint at 
the Stadium last night when he 
was skedded to conduct the fifin and 
last Wagner performance, ‘Tristan 
and Isolde. George King Rauden- 
bush, conductor of the Harrisburg 
(Pa.) Symphony Orchestra set to 
take over the podium. 


slated to wind 





Grass Space 40c; 
Outdoor Concerts 


Click in St. Louis 


St. Louis, July 27. 


Little Symphony series, concluded 
last week, paid its own way and 
Robert Brookings Smith, pres, of 
Little Theatre Society, sponsor of 
series, promised another next year 
that will be augmented in number 
and quality. Moving scene of con- 
certs from a St. Louis County site 
to quadrangle to Washington Uni- 
versity here and good weather are 
some of reasons attributed to suc- 
cess of concerts. 


Chairs sold for $1 and space on the 
grass for 40c. 








NOW IT CAN BE TOLD 


Inside Stuff on Stoki’s Maestroing 
Sans Baton 








Reason why Leopold Stokowski 
conducts without a baton has at last 
come to light. Practice has caused 
comment from symph audiences for 
years, particularly regarding the 
maestro’s ‘long, sensitive fingers,’ but 
Stoki has never revealed the cause. 

Turns out that the conductor frac- 
tured his right shoulder some sea- 
sons ago while leading the Philadel- 
phia Orchestra. At the time the in- 
jury was diagnosed as neuralgia, but 
some time later an X-ray disclosed 
the fracture. Since then Stoki has 
been unable to swish a stick and has 
developed a technique of motions 
and signals for his men almost en- 
tirely by the use of his hands. 

Several other symph conductors 
have since discarded the baton. 





Serge Oukrainsky, currently re- 
hearsing for ballets from ‘It Trova- 
tore’ and ‘The Bartered Bride’ in the 
Hollywood Bowl in mid-August, has 
been engaged as ballet master of the 
San Francisco Opera Assn., begil- 





ning Sept. & 
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VARIETY 59 





Broadway 


Richard Bennett has gone to the 
Coast. 

Major Doyle back after two years 
jin the west. 

Sam Harris recovering from intes- 
ijinal grippe. 

Hunter Gardner back from Colo- 
yado Springs. 

Ed Hurley on p.a. 
Whiteman now. 

Bob Kellard, legit actor, signed by 
20ih Century-Fox. 

Tom Kane ill with neuritis at his 
Phelps, N. Y., home 

Paul White, CBS 
chief, to Hollywood. 

Frank Hall bigger than ever will 
be stage manager of ‘Virginia.’ 


staff of Paul 


special events 


J. Cullen Landis and Edward An- | 


drews have joined The Lambs. 
Hugh O’Connell in for about three 
weeks between pics at Warners 
Charlie Harris fishing this week 
and next at Crossett Pond, N. Y. 
Willie Kurtz resting in Vermont 
reports big grosses at the hotels. 
Ralph Whitehead returning from 
Rochester trip today (Wednesday ). 
Dr. R. G. Epstein, dentist, is man- 
aging Joan Merrill, singer, on the 
air. 
Fred Sherman recovering from an 
appendectomy at Long Beach hos- 
piial. 


Kathleen Fitz leaving the cast of | 


‘Brother Rat,’ at 
week. 

Don Hancock, of Castle Films, ex- 
pected back from vacation first next 
week. 

Edward 


the Biltmore, this 


Padula has joined 20th- 


Fox production department on the 
Coast. 

Ezra Stone reported going into 
‘Room Service’ when ‘Brother Rat’ | 
closes. 


Frank Libuse entertaining in Lon- 
don cafes due in a Paris revue next 
month. 

Bill Danziger and the missus are 
leaving Friday (30) for their cottage 
in Maine. 

Lou Irwin, who has been on the 
Coast for several weeks, is due back 
next week. 

Eleanor Phelps visiting the Max 
Easimans at their country place up 
the Hudson. 

Bob Kennedy, of Lyons 
o0.0.ing the New England 
hats this week. 

Mildred Weber o0.0.ing the New 
England strawhats. Expected back 
in three weeks. 

Sandra Gould partied backstage on 
her 21st birthday by cast of ‘Having 
2 Wonderful Time.’ 

Eddie Cohen of the Miami News 
has gone back south to cool off after 
2 week in New York. 


office, 
straw- 


Kenneth Clark, public relations | 


chief for Hays office, on two-week 
vacash in Maryland. 

Walter Fenner going into 
original company of ‘Brother Rat’ 
at the Biltmore, N. Y. 

Hugh Marlowe cancelled his pas- 
sage for Europe and is still in town 
looking over new plays. 

Mamie Lee Kelly, Panama nitery 
op, in N. Y. on talent quest, sailed 
home last Saturday (24). 

Olympe Bradna, French girl now 
under Paramount's wing, is visiting 
in New York from the Teast: 

Lester Thompson due back at the 


Hays office next Monday (2) after 


visiting his family on the Coast. 
Gene Du Barry, former manager 
of Little Carnegie, now handling 
a for Apollo, Harlem. 
lint Prouty offed to the Coast 
Thursday (22) for a berth in pub- 
licity department of 20th-Fox. 
Ruby Keeler arrived from Coast 
but did not accompany her Al Jolson 
to race track, which she no like. 
RKO’s annual golf gambol sched- 
uled for today (Wednesday) at Fen- 
way Country Club, White Plains. 
Miriam Howell, of the Leland 
Hayward office, planning to leave 
Saturday for 10 days at Cape Cod. 
_B. F. ‘Dinty’ Moore, Warners’ N. Y. 
division manager, back from Maine 
fishing excursion with Jim Haney, of 
Cleveland. ’ 


Leslie Morosco, former legit caster - 


and brother of Oliver Morosco, erst- 
while legit producer, is readying a 
comeback. 

Burton Holmes writes from South 
Africa that Mischa Elman played 
private recitals for him on the boat 


‘going over. 


Jack Hartley has deserted round 
lable sessions at the Lambs club to 
do strawhat stint in ‘Excursion’ at 
Cohasset, Mass. 

Maurice Bergman, 


make future plans known. 

Lucille Watson hostessed the cast 
of “Yes, My Darling Daughter’ at a 
swimming party celebrating 
show's 200th performance. 


Bob Gillham left Friday afternoon | 


(23) for the Coast, going by train 
to Chicago and flying from there. 
He will be gone about two weeks. 
_Guthrie McClintic and Stanley 
Gilkey both back from vacations and 
activity humming again at 
Katharine Cornell-McClintic office. 
Martha Mears has signed with 
Robbins Artist Bureau and Walter 
Meyers is arranging for screen tests 
on her arrival in Hollywood, Oct. 1. 
_The Al Trahans (Lady Yukona 
Cameron) farewell-partyed by Fow- 
ler and’'Tamara upon the former's 
departure for the Coast and pictures. 
Rendolph Scott planed to the 


Coast Saturday, reporting back to 


the | 


who has re-| 
signed from Lord & Thomas, is away | 
on brief vacation after which he will | 


the | 


the | 


Par after a week's visit in the east 
attendant to the ‘High, Wide’ preem. 
Mrs. Tom Stern recuping from an 
appendectomy at Mt. Sinai Hospital, 

|N. Y. Hubby is editorial writer and 
|former drama critic of 
, delphia Record, 

Steve Barody, who's a dead ringer 
| for Ricardo Cortez, mobbed by auto- 
| graph seekers in Hotel Edison Green 

Room, who wouldn't believe they 
| had him wrong. 


| The Herb Cruikshanks (Regina 


| Crewe) find that summering on the | 
| 30th floor of their apt beats rural | 


| weekends with red ants, sunburn, | 
poison ivy, etc. 
| After necessary alterations have 


been completed a new Latin nitery. | 


j the Havana-Madrid, will open in 
September on the site of the former 
{Club Marador at 1650 Broadway. 
Lynn Farnol celebrated 10th wed- 
ding anniversary last week by dig- 


ging into some poison ivy on his 
summer place near Greenwich with 
Nell (the missus) keeping her dis- 


tance on the anni, from reports. 

Jo Rubinstein, WB talent scout 
off on a prospecting tour in 
| the middle west. In addition to vis- 


screen 


will look in on _ the 
Festival, the Cleveland Exposition 
and the chatauqua series in Chicago. 





Stroudsburg, Pa. 


| By 


John J. Bartholomew 
Night baseball folded. 
Floyd Gibbons week ended. 
Ted Shawn dancers at Buck Hill. 
The Vagabonds at Hemlock Manor. 
| Devonshire Pines has Ben Berle’s 
oren., 


Ted Barnes and orch at Kessler’s | 


Casino. 

Margie Pearson singing at Vogt’s 
Tavern. 
| Billy Lustig’s orch opened Penn 


| Hills Tavern. 

Jean Carpentier and Mydia Grand 
at Chateau Roth. 
| Connie Cromwell and Judith Page 
summering here. 


| Helen Hoel and the Philart Trio at | 


Pocono Manor Inn. 

| Pocono Mountaineers on 
}each Saturday a.m. 

| Jimmy Reilly's Nighthawks play- 
|ing at Craigs Meadows Hotel. 

| Buck Hill Players will present on 
| Aug. 6 Cornelia Stabler Giiiam’s 
| original three-acter, ‘Miscast.’ 

Buck Hill Players next presenta- 
ition will be A. A. Milne’s ‘Dover 
| Road.’ ‘Hail Nero’ and ‘Dark Tower’ 
| to follow. 
| A. G. Durkin, freelance radio 
|scripter, purchased three original 
one-act plays authored by Norman 
Ford, director of David Copperfield 
| players, Will adapt for radio. 


WEST 





| New Haven 


| By Harold M. Bone 

| John Hesse back from Jersey 

shores. 
Creatore 

Aug. 14. 
Jack Brassil getting set for Aug. 

16 vacash. 


set for outdoor concert 


Sam Horwarth sporting town’s 
deepest tan. 

Robert Donat’s brother rejected 
bally tieup on ‘Knight Without 


Armor,’ preferring to be known on 
his own, 

Stony Creek: Marjorie Clarke in 
for a week (26) of ‘End of Summer’ 
. .  .Ed Rogers spending summer 
recuperating at Short Beach . . . 
Earl McDonald due back Aug. 2 for 
‘The Guardsman’. . . John Fearnley 
wearing out the rails between here 
and Broadway. 

Guilford: Carl Goodman doubling 
as managing director and trouper 
: 2 Frank Kelley holding down 
backstage job . . Robert Buckner 
stepped out as director of Guilford 
troupe .. Jeanne Mann femme 
|head of resident cast . Douglas 
Gilmore the new director. 
| Madison: Fay Bainter and_family 
‘in for a look at niece Dorothy 
| Burgess in ‘Kiki’ . . . The Donald 
| Cooks think this is a swell village 
|. . . ‘Horse Tale’ set for tryout Aug. 
2... Marg: ret Perry currently in 
‘Spring Dance’. . . L. L. Goldwasser 
doing sets here this year . . . Biz 
picking up after weak start. 











| Westport 


By Humphrey Doulens 


Marjorie Hillis at Norwalk. 

Frances Farmer cool here. 

Lily Pons off to Chi tomorrow 
(29). 
| Lou Railly and family back from 
IN ‘a Scotia 

ova Scotia. 
| Harry Ellerbe doing his first stag- 
ing job with “At Mrs. Beams” next 
| week. 

Big Westport Fair this week, with 
}all the personalities in the colony 
| taking part. 

John Emery conferring with Tallu- 
| Jah Bankhead on his appearance in 
“Anthony and Cleopatra.” 

Vera Caspery made a personal ap- 
| pearance when ‘Easy Living’ which 
'she wrote was shown at South Nor- 
| walk. 


Naomi Campbell. dayghter of Sir) 
| Gerald Campbell, British consul gen- | 
leral, working backstage at Country | 


Plavhouse. 

‘Jimmy’ Cosgrove. 60 years a re- 
porter. was feted by his associates 
ion Bridgeport Post on recovery 
i;trom recent iliness. 


the Phila- 


iting the St. Louis Opera group, he | 
Jamestown | 


| 
: London 
| 
ae, 
i : 
| Irving Mills here. ; 
| Jack Powell off to Budapest for 
six weeks. 
Gloria Day at the Dorchester hotel 
for a fortnight. 
Aileen Stanley on 
| Theatres Corp. circuit. 
| Phillis Stanley being tested by Ce- 
cil Clovely for Paramount. 
Dave Bader fiying to Paris to see 
his old boss. Car] Laemmle. 
Frank Leighton, Australian 
star, has arrived in London. 
Morris Gest and Emil Boreo in for 
a few days, then off to Russia. 
Lawrence Grossmith saying no to 
a couple of. Hollywood nibbles. 


the General 


film 


Vie Oliver due in Chicago Aug. 6, 
but returns to London Nov. 29. 
Gipsy Nina booked till 1939 in 


England. Australia and South Africa. 

Peter Haddon after ‘Hitch Your 
| Wagon’ as a London vehicle for him- 
self. 

Henry Sherek afte: 
and Eddie Garr for 
hoiel. 

‘To Have 
from the 
bridge. 

John Kay out of hospital, where he 

has been for three weeks for 
i vation. 
Tim Whelan to do the next Alex- 
ander Korda picture starring Merle 
Oberon. 

George Dormonde 


Sheila Barrett 
the Dorchester 


Haymarket to the Cam- 


obser- 


out of the Kurt 


Robitschek Palace show with ulcei 
trouble. 

Maria Loseff, Jack Buchanan film 
discovery is ex-Mrs Richard 
Tauber. 


Gene Sheldon and Loretta Fische1 
in a marital split, but still theatrical 
| partners. 

Paddy Carstairs 
quickie for British 
Pinewood. 

Lynne Clevers postponing her Ritz 
and Trocadero dates because of sud- 
den illness. 

Sam Smith, head 
| Films, sailing for 
September. 

Stone and Lee booked for Aus- 
tralia in February and will sail from 
Los Angeles. 


doing his third 
& Dominion at 


of British 
New 


Lion 
York in 


Albert Hall, Sheffield. one of the 
first picture houses in Britain, de- 
stroyed by fire. 

Fay Compton leaving in August 


for a tour of Australia, New Zealand 
and South Africa. 

W. P. Lipscomb’s play ‘Ninety 
Sail’ may be postponed again, due to 
casting difficulties. 

Bernerd Nedel] figuring on his an- 
nual trip to N. Y., while the Mrs. is 
here doing film work. 

Jack Harris now recording for 
| Victor. First time since his arrival 
here some 10 years ago. 

Myra Finn, ex-Mrs. Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 2d, dashed back to N. Y. 
| due to daughter's illness. 

Sir James Barrie left $25,000, free 
| of duty, to Edinburgh University, of 
which he was Chancellor. 

Merriel Abbott wants Jack Hylton 
for the Palmer House, Chicago, but 
can’t get together on money. 

Henry Sherek casting ‘Idiot’s De- 
light,’ which he is producing in part- 
nership with Raymond Massey. 

Elizabeth Allan looking for a light 
comedy to play in the West End 
before she returns to Hollywood. 

Dave Burns to do a quickie for 
20th (London), and will be given a 
starring role in it for the first time. 

Jack Jackson and his Dorchester 
band to do four weeks on the Gen- 
eral Theatres circuit during August. 

Arthur Tracy goes back to New 
York as soon as his present pic for 
Grosvenor Films passes the cutting 
stage. 

Ted Berkman, nephew of Fanny 





|'Holtzman, with Alexander Korda 
| Film Prods., just had his contract 
renewed. 


Tina Rossi here to make a picture 
for 20th-Fox: then goes to Holly- 
wood for the same company to make 
two more. 

Ed Ryan off to America to take a 
peep at ‘Room Service,’ in which 
Jack Waller wants him to play one 
of the leads. 

Owing to doctor's orders, Zena 
Dare will not be in the next Drury 
Lane show. She will be replaced by 
Marie Lohr. 

Pat Dixon (Palmer, Newbould 
office) off on a three week vacation. 
covering Berlin, Stockholm, Paris 
and Belgium. 

Queen’s Hall being renovated and 
up-to-date heating installed for the 
reopening of the Promenade Con- 
cert season, Aug. 7. 

Eric Von Stroheim here to play 
the lead in Max Schach’s Mile. Doc- 





|teur,” opposite Dita Palo. This is a 
| remake of a French film. 

Leicester Square theatre closed 
down July 18 for several weeks, 


| during which it will be re-seated, re- 
| carpeted and re-decorated. 

Trude Binar. who was ‘Miss 
| Czecho-Slovakia of 1936 at the May- 
|fair hotel cabaret and tested by 
Irving Asher for Warners. 

Herman Timberg, with Jr., to play 
lin ‘Take It Easy,” show in which 
| they appeared on Broadway in 1932, 
iat the Palace, opening Sept. 1. 

Fay Compton leaves for an en- 
tended Australian tour Aug. 20, with 
a company of nine, opening in Mel- 
bourne with ‘Victoria Regina.’ 

‘George and Margaret’ given a 
three weeks’ tryout in the sticks 
before sailing for America to open 
'on Broadway for the Shuberts. 
| Jeffrey Bernerd and Charles Woolf 
ijhave made it up after two 





| Dobson's.’ 


i;owners of 


with Bernerd again in full charge of 
the Gaumont-British Newsreel. 

Abe Goide, his Savoy, Edgware. 
new 2,500 deluxer, finished 
ready to start building his Trocadero, | 
Kingston-By-Pass, to seat 2,700. 

Howard Deighton staging the new | 
Will Mahoney road show, which! 
starts in the provinces Aug. 3 and 
has nearly a full year’s bookings. 

Auriol Lee has a new John Van! 
Druten play ready; aboui a show girl 
and titled ‘Gertie Maude.’ Will be; 
done about the end of September. 

Stewart Rome, one of the most 
popular stars of silent days, taking a} 
bride at the age of 50, Grace Millar. | 
daughter of a South African farmer. | 

Actress-playwright Cicely Hamil- | 
ton’s name is down on the Civil List | 
pension awards. Writer of 20 plays 
best known of which was ‘Diana of 
she is also a novelist of 
note. 

Cliff Fischer off to America Sept. 1 

Executors of the Julian Wylie] 
estate threatening to sue the present | 
‘Balalaika’ and the } 


| authors for a profit accounting. Show | 


and To Hold’ transferred | 





was once the property of Wylie, and | 
was done in the sticks as ‘The Gay | 
Tus -¢ ~? 
1uSSaT.. 


Paris 


Georgius off to Vichy. 

Nelly Nell off on a tour. 

Olive May at the Harlem Club 
Georges Rigand off to New York 
Short and Long off to Boulogne 
Marguerite Charles at Chez Thais. 
Betty Spell off for Rio de Janeiro. | 
Elvire Popesco to South America. | 


Patricia Ellis in and out te Lon- | 
don. 

Demain, new afternoon daily, on 
sale. 

Cecile Sorel back from a Swiss | 
tour. 


Four Wilkys off for an American | 
tour. 


Elsie Guittar at La Boite a Sar- | 
dines. 

Mitty Goldin taking over the Mo- | 
gador. 

Leo Reisman at the Chateau de | 


Madrid. 

Film of play ‘Un Coup de Rouge’ | 
finished. 

La Rotonde cafe reopening in Mont- | 
parnasse. 

‘Le Tahiti,’ new Montmartre dance | 
hall, onren. 

World Advertising Convention | 
winding up. 

Fred Adison and band off for a | 
Belgian tour. 


Pat Paterson scheduled to make a \. 


film in France. 

Buchards getting set to step into | 
Bal Tabarin show. 

‘Black Legion’ (WB) finally papeed | 
by French censor. 
Violet Stevenson sipping tomato 

juice at Pam-Pam. 

‘Yana’ at the Chatelet 
275th performance. 
‘On the Avenue’ 
the Cinema Balzac. 

Marcel Leisseire new publicity di- 
rector for 20th here. 

Charles Marinelli re-elected presi- 
dent of the Artists Union. 

Victor Serventi winning the Grande ! 
Prix de Rome de Musique. 

Jo Bouillon Orch playing at Inter- 
national Film Congress gala. 

Robert Trebor broadcasting an ap- 
peal for lower theatre taxes. 

‘Tabacan’ by Edouard Contino 
opening at the Theatre Hoche. 

Anna May Wong in for a look 
around and back to New York. 

Elizabeth Boteleky dance recital- 
ing in Hungarian expo pavillion. 

Franklin Roosevelt and bride en- 
joying themselves at Brick Top’s. 

Eddie South’s orchestra at the 
Club de Oiseaux, expo restaurant. 

Cinema owners deciding to change 
programs Wednesdays instead of Fri- 
days. 

Dr. Walter Damrosch addressing 
the Int. Conference of Music Edu- 
cators. 

Joseph Kessel has written a sce- 
nario based on the Sarajevo assassi- 
nations. 

Jap ambassador at a private show- 
ing of ‘Yoshiwara,’ starring Sessue 


passing 


(20th) opening at | 


Hayakawa. 
Anita Lou into the Bal Tabarin 
show — only American Can-Can 


dancer there. 

Leila Bederkhan dancing at a 
Moroccan charity gala presided over 
by the Sultan. 

Henri Decoin finishing ‘Abus de 
Confiance,’ starring his wife, Dan- 
nielle Darrieux. 

Retna Moerindiah making her 
dance dehut at the Comedie des 
Champs-Elysees. 

Charles Laughton and Erie Pom- | 
mer in for what Laughton calls ‘gas- | 
tronomique week end.’ 

Drean engaged by Mitty Goldin to | 
play opposite Mistinguette in the 
opening Mogador revue. 

Expo furnishing free bus transpor- 
tation to the rural center at Port | 
Maillot to drum up business. 

Edwizge Feuillere scheduled to take 
the lead in Maurice de Kobra’s next 
film, ‘L’Inspiration de la Nuit.’ 

M. Demaria resigning from the 
presidency of the Confederation 
Generale de la Cinematographie. 

Renee Piat signed with the Ciraue 
d’Hiver for another year as Ballet 
Mistress and premiere ballerina. 

Gaby Morlay and Jules Berry cast 
together for the first time in ‘Un! 








Dejeuner de Soleil, Michel Cohen | 
meggine. 
Arerican companies have thei: 


eve on youn? Helian Catalano. who | 
showed un well in ‘Les Perles de la 


years, | Coronne.’ ‘ 


getting | 


, second best soarer at 


mee 


Hollywood 





Parkyakarkus in from Broadway. 
Wallace Ford back froém London. 
The town is full of summer colds, 
Dolores Del Rio has the sniffles. 
Warren Groat whipped ptomaine, 
Wilson Collison now scribbling for 
Meiro. 
Edward Everett Horton winged to 
Seattle. 
David L. 


Loew siestaing at Yo 


| semite. 


Fred Purner San 
Francisco. 
Joe Penner dozed three weeks at 
De! Monte. 
The Buddy 
and Florida 


vacationing in 


Ebsens off to Chicago 


Mildred Temple flycasting on the 
Russian river 

Douglas Shearer recovering from 
appendectomy. 

Gwen Wakeling seeking Banff’s 


cooling breezes, 

Michael Breen running Principal's 
music department. 
Dave Garber 
Broadway ambles. 
Errol Flynn on piscatorial peram- 

bulations off Mexico. 
Rose Stradner in from Vienna to 
start Metro contract. 
Lew Golder due in 
way looksee plus biz. 
Dick Pittenger and Josephine Et- 
tien will wed July 31. 


winged in from 


from Broad- 


Sidney Howard arrived to script 
‘Gone with the Wind.’ 
Helen Jepson arrived to work in 


‘The Goldwyn Follies.’ 
Albert Hackett and 

Goodrich offed to Chi, 
Art Schmidt treking 

Gotham via San Francisco. 
John Hay Whitney planed in and 


Frances 


back to 


lout to chat with Dave Selznick. 


Gene Towne back from gander at 


| the old home town, Portland, Ore. 


Laszlo Willinger, Viennese por- 
| traitist, joins Metro’s lensing staff. 

Ward Marsh, Cleveland Piain 
Dealer crick, perambulating§ the 
lots 


Saundra Meazel, moppet fiddler, 
signed with Metro subject to court's 
okay. 


Jimmy McLarnin will be ‘sen 
swinging his dukes in Metro’s ‘Big 
City.’ 

Randolph Scott back from ‘High, 
Wide and Handsome’ premiere in 
N. Y. 

Art Lasky, ex-pug, is assistant 
director on Sol Lesser’s ‘Western 
Gold.’ 

Tom Keene going to Skowhegan 
for his ninth season of summer 


s 


tock. 
Marshall Field III and party ogled 


the Warner lot as Jack arner’s 
guests. 

Edith Mason, operatic thrush, 
houseguesting at the Frank Forest 
menage. 


Frank Melford back from N., Y. to 
start ‘Secret Service Smith’ series for 
Crescent. 

Vernon Pope, editor of Look, here 
from Des Moines for camera shots 


jat the stars. 


Doug Churchill holds his weight 
down to 50 lbs. excess via the ping- 


pong route. 
Harvey Stevens copped $500 as 


Imira, N. Y., 
giider contest. 


Bernard Luber from the N. Y. of- 
fice, has joined Paramount's legal 
department here. 

ack Dempsey pulled in to third- 


man the edro Montanez-Wesley 
Ramey fisticuffs. F 
Gil Kuhn, former Trojan grid 


great, is experting 20th-Fox’'s ‘Life 
Begins in College.’ 

John Beanes and Arthur Calder- 
Marshall arrived from England for 
Metro scrivening chores. 

Michael Bartlett threw a binge for 
Frank Shields before latter’s depar- 
ture for eastern tennis wars, 

Jack O’Donnell went to Felsom 
and San Quentin on a writing as- 
signment for Winnie Sheehan. 

Janet Gaynor gets a new custom 
made auto for lending her face, fig- 
ure and bungalow for ad campaign. 

Herbie Kay winged in from 
Omaha, where his band is appearing, 


for visit with his wife, Dorothy 
Lamour. 
Pauline Frederick  fortnighting 


with her mother here before wing- 
ing to Boston for ‘Masque of Kings’ 
opening. 

Secretary of the Treasury Henry 
Morgenthau, Jr., and family guests 
of the Jack L. Warners at the Bur- 
bank lot. 

Idwal Jones, Paramount flack, 
back from Louisiana where he ob- 


| tained material for special yarns on 


‘The Buccaneer.’ 


Chicago 


Al Hollander to do a flying vaca- 








| tion. 


Phil Levant in town on way to 
Cincinnati. 

Irene Rich was in town for radio 
conferences. 

Irving Mack off to Cleveland on 
some trailer biz. 

Lee Florsheim to New York for a 
six-month stay. 

Will Morgan in from Coast, ane 
may locate permanently. 

Tom Fizdale off to Boston and 
New York for conferences. 

Bert Hanlon had enough 
local horses and scrammed. 

Chi Tribune Music Festival under 


of the 


way, with tickets being hawked. 


Ruby Keeler paused in Chi long 
enough for press photos and inter- 
views. 
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Salt Lake Anni Bolsters Trade; 
Free Shows Hurt Local Outfits 





Salt Lake City, July 27. 

Fifth annual presentation of Cov- 
ered Wagon Days in Salt Lake City, 
July 21-24, turned out to be the most 
diversified outdoor event yet staged 
in this hinterland burg. 

Show was staged to commemorate 
90th anniversary of town’s founding 
by Brigham Young and his small 
group of Mormon pioneers, July 24, 
1847. 

Town’s festivities proved to be a 
godsend for merchants, state-owned- 
and-operated liquor stores and bi- 
carb venders. Theatres, dance halls 
and night clubs, however, got the rap. 
Too much free entertainment caused 
citizens to hug their pocketbooks. 

Pioneer festival started unofficially 
on Monday (19) when Yellowstone 
shows pitched its wares on a down- 
town street, roped off from traffic. 
It was a paradise for pitchmen and 
ride operators until Thursday night 
when cops closed 19 concession 
booths. No arrests were made nor 
charges filed. Too many wheezes, 
it was reported, caused the lid to be 
clamped. Avenue containing slot ma- 
chines bingo, and keno counters and 
several balloon and fish pond games 
were okehed. 

Tuesday night Helen Corwin, 
young gal, was ‘buried alive’ in a cof- 
fin sunk six feet underground. Same 
evening Captain W. P. Parent did his 
first ‘human bullet’ routine. Both 
were satisfactory from a showman’s 
angle. There was a 10-cent admish 
charge, which prompted a raft of 
squawks to chamber of commerce 
boys, sponsors of Covered Wagon 
Days. 

Opening day saw Bunny Dryden 
and his wife, Skipper, stage an aerial 
act which left Salt Lakers and 
Utahans gasping. Couple walked 
across a steel wire 200 feet long, in 
midair, strand connecting roofs of 
two of the largest downtown office 
buildings. 

Airing From Wire 

Drydens, so far as free entertain- 
ment was concerned, walked off with 
top honors. They gave a daily aft- 
ernoon performance, necessitating 
police traffic control in principal 
business area to accommodate rub- 
bernecks. On Thursday, couple 
changed routine and Bunny carried 
his wife on his shoulders while blind- 
folded. Following day, KDYL, Salt 
Lake-NBC affiliate, tied in with 
aerial walkers and aired act over a 
national hookup. A portable trans- 
mitter was rigged up, enabling 
Bunny and his wife to describe per- 
sonal feelings, while Myron Fox, 
station announcer, fired away ques- 
tions on ground, An A-1 gag which 
netted station loads of favorable 
comment. 

Wednesday evening about 7,500 
persons gathered at state capitol 
grounds for free presentation of 
Haydn’s ‘The Creation.’ Squire 
Coop, a former Salt Laker, handled 
the oratorio, in which two of the 
three solo roles were sung by im- 
ported warblers, Sylvia Margolin 
and Emery Darcy. John W. Sum- 
merhays, local tenor, shared honors 
with out-of-town singers. A chorus 
of 200 and an orch of 50 accom- 
panied. 

Wednesday evening a coronation 
ball was held at a public dance in 
Covey’s Coconut Grove ballroom, 
having more than 85,000 square feet 
of dance space. Jack Dempsey. in 
town for celebration, was spotted, 
subsequently, came in for as many 
bows as did Miss Maurine McKen- 
zie, queen, and her two attendants. 
Lou Ashe, master of ceremonies, 
and a flock of Fanchon & Marco acts 
put on a vaudeville show during in- 
termission. 

Thursday noon a steam-roller race 
was held downtown, getting lots of 
laughs, and that evening a rodeo 
opened at state fair grounds to night 
and matinee crowds exceeding 9,000. 
About $4,000 was divided among con- 
testants as prize money. 

Kids basked in the limelight Fri- 
day staging a parade in the mornong 
and attending a matinee rodeo show. 

Final day was a lulu. A kaleido- 
scopic five-mile long parade attract- 
ed nearly 80,000 persons who lined 
downtown streets. Nearly 2,000 mu- 
sicians in 35 bands, drum and bugle 
corps enlivened the tempo of the 
processional, studded with a num- 
ber of floats, tableaus and acrobatic 
stunts. 

‘Pioneering Utah’ was the theme of 
the parade, with salient episodes in 
state’s history metamorphosed from 
a barren wilderness into a thriving 
western metropolis. 

Finals of rodeo attracted largest 
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CONCESSIONAIRES WIN 


Get Entry Fee to Gimmick Alley 
Removed at Paris Fair 








Paris, July 20. 

Squabble between the concession- 
aires of the Pare des Attractions and 
the expo authorities over the 35c 
charged for entrance to the latter 
has finally been solved, with the 
latter getting a satisfied deal. 

Question was finally settled when 
the big boys gave way and conceded 
to the contention of the concession- 
naires that a ticket to the expo 
proper should be all that is needed 
for entrance into the amusement 
park, instead of customers having to 
pay another 35c. 

It took a two-day shut-down to get 
what they wanted. If entrants do 
not hold an expo ticket, price for 
admission to the park now stands at 
14c, and if they do, nothing. And 
those who want to visit the park 
first, pay an expo entrance fee which 
is also good for entrance to the big 
show later. 


Midwest Parks 


At Peak; Crowds 
Ruining Rides 


Chicago, July 27. 

Midwest amusement parks all re- 
port the biggest attendance in his- 
tory, with the midways and rides all 
jammed tight from morn to midnight 
in the greatest revival the parks 
have ever seen. 

While attendance marks are being 
broken in practically every amuse- 
ment park, the coin returns remain 
somewhat under the high marks 
since nearly all the parks are get- 
ting much less admission rates in 
every department. Rides which for- 
merly ran from 10c to a high of 25c, 
are now down to a 5c average. And 
many parks, such as Riverview in 
Chicago, have regular 2c and 3c 
days each week as an attendance 
getter during the midweek after- 
noons, 

But 2c, 3c or a nickel, there is still 
plenty of money pouring into the 
parks and with such crowds that 
the big worry of the amusement 
parks is that the rides are actually 
being ruined due to the tremendous 
turnover of the tide of humans who 
are jamming into every amusement 
ride device. Several accidents have 
been reported in midwest parks, and 
while not admitted by officials, these 
accidents are believed by insiders to 
be caused in several instances by the 
weakening of the mechanism of the 
various rides. Rides are being put 
to such pressure to handle the jam- 
ming mobs that the insiders claim 
that the rides must suffer mechanic- 
ally. 

Insist that if the operators con- 
tinue to jam ’em this way that they’ll 
have to replace all rides for next 
season, as the 1937 mobs will ruin 
all the devices. 


Mix in Philly 
Philadelphia, July 2%. 
For first time in years, a second 
circus will play Philly this season. 
Tom Mix outfit will make a stand 
here for six days next week, to bust 
a tradition that for more than a 
decade has given Ringling Brothers- 


Barnum Bailey exclusive rights in 
the field. 

















Troables Never Cease 


Capetown, July 3. 

William Pagel, boss of Pagel’s 
Circus and Menagerie, had to shoot 
two of his lions while the show was 
playing Capetown, due to both lions 
taking a dislike to each other, and 
fighting. 

Pagel was compelled to shoot them 
to avoid trouble with the other ani- 
mals in the menagerie. 





crowd of paying spectators Saturday 
night. 

Shortly before midnight Miss Cor- 
win was resurrected after spending 
98 hours below, and carnival boomed 
till wee hours of morning, 





Fair Man Suicide 





Tacoma, July 27. 

W. A. Linklater, president and 
general manager of the Puyallup 
fair, shot himself to death on account 
ill health. 

Mr. Linklater, who handled all 
bookings personally for this big out- 
door attraction as well as directed 
the large institution for the past 10 
years, is one of the best known fair 
managers in the United States and 
Canada. He was 60 years old, leaves 
a widow and a son. 

Funeral was held Monday from 
the Elk’s lodge rooms in Puyallup, 
with internment there. 


PLENTY OF U. 5. 
COS. SET FOR 
PARIS FAIR 


Paris, July 18. 

If and when the United States 
expo pavilion opens to the public it 
will be filled with exhibits ranging 
from radios to life insurance and 
from china to pianos. 

Besides the numerous. exhibits 
which the Government will show, 
following is a list of exhibitors now 
scheduled to put their wares on dis- 








play: National Broadcasting Co., 
R.C.A. Victor Corp., Liggett and 
Myers, Aetna Life Insurance Co., 


Crosley Radio Corp., Steuben Glass, 
Inc., Elizabeth Arden, American Hair 
Design Institute, Flatex Corp., Green- 
field Tap and Die Co., Wells Bros. 

Moviola Co., Hollywood in Satire, 
a series of photographs by Will Con- 
nell; California Wine Growers Assn., 
United States Camera Group, East- 
man Kodak Co., Hammarlund Manu- 
facturing Co., Colonial Tanning Co., 
Leroux & Co., Gustav Jensen, A, & 
M. Karagheusian, Roth & Weiner, 
Inc., Schmief-Hungate & Jotzian, 
Rena Rosenthal, Tommi Parzinger, 
Schammel China Co. 

Mayer China Co., Nelson Fink, 
Warwick Print Works, Madic, Inc., 
Sleeper, Inc., Golding Bros., Neva- 
Wet Corp. of America, Nachman 
Spring-Filled Corp., American Ex- 
press Co., American Management 
Assn,, S. H. Slobodkin. 

A. C. Gilbert Co., Maine Manufac- 
turing Co., Chase Brass & Copper 
Co., A. H. Heisey & Co., M. H. 
Rhodes, Inc., Steinway & Sons, 
Brunswick - Balke - Collender’ Co., 
Pennsylvania Railroad Co., Sears, 
Roebuck & Co., Black & Decker 
Manufacturing Co. 

United States Lines, United Wall 
Paper Factories, Louisville Textiles, 
Inc., Benduro, Furniture Stylists, 
Hart Mirror Co., Sterling Glass, 
Warren Kessler and Joseph Lein- 
felder. 


STEEL PIER, A. C., IN 
COURT ONCE AGAIN 


Atlantic City, July 27. 

Steel Pier Corp. ‘and others’ were 
directed ta appear on or before Sept. 
20 in Chancery court here and ex- 
plain why a mortgage now possessed 
by the Guarantee Trust Co., of this 
city should not be foreclosed. 

Mortgage was given to the Marine 
Trust Co., later absorbed by the 
Guarantee, in 1925. on land occupied 
by the Steel Pier Corp. which issued 
bonds secured by the mortgage to 
the Equitable Trust Co,, as trustee. 

Among the defendants named are 
the RFC and the Grinell Company 
‘because it entered into an agree- 
ment with the Steel Pier Company 
for the installation in the premises 
covered by the complainant’s mort- 
gage of a Grincll Wet and Dry Pipe 
system of approved fire extinguish- 
ing apparauts and tlaimed to retain 
title to said sprinkler equipment un- 
til purchase price was paid.’ The 
F. R. Cruikshank Co., to whom the 
Grinell concern assigned the agree- 
ment, is also named a defendant. 











Circus Routes 


Week of Aug. 2 
Barnes-Sells-Floto 
Bemidji, Mich., 2; Hibbing, 3; Duluth, 
4; Brainerd, 5; St. Cloud, 6; Wilmar, 7; 
Pipestone, &. 
Cole-Beatty-Maynard 
Denver, Col., 2-3: Colerado Springs, 4: 
Pueblo, 6: Glenwood Springs, 6; Grand 
Junction, 7. 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
Chicago, July Sl-Aug, 8, 








Cleve's Rose-Holm 
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Romance Rumor 


Jazzes Expo Biz, Despite Denials 





0.K.’s Blood Tester 


Atlantic City, July 27. 
Boardwalk strollers may have 
their blood pressure taken and the 
man who takes it need not be a 
physician. Such was the ruling 


handed down by State Supreme | 


Court Justice Perskie of Atlantic 
City in favor of Max Plager, who 


operated a sphygmomanometer con- | 


cession on the Boardwalk. 

The State Medical Examiners had 
prosecuted Plager under a law pro- 
hibiting any person other than a 
physician from holding himself out 
as able to diagnose disease. Losing 
in the Atlantic County courts, the 
Board of Examiners appealed to the 
Supreme Court, which pointed out 
that low blood pressure was not a 
disease, and that therefore the de- 
termination of blood pressure did 
not constitute the diagnosis of a 
disease, 


Ft. Worth Black, 
But the Takings 
Are Questioned 


Fort Worth, July 27. 

The Fort Worth Frontier Fiesta 
ended its first four weeks Saturday 
(24) $50,000 in the black, according 
to Billy Rose, director general. Fig- 
ius, however, are open to question. 

One-fourth of the advance sale of 
tickets has been used on the various 
shows. Rose said $160,000 was 
banked from the advance sale. Over- 


all overhead of the fiesta is $34,000 
this year, compared to $76,000 for 
the first month last year. Peak busi- 
ness was July 3, 4 and 5, against 
competition of Jack Benny, who was 
paid $15,500 at Greater Texas and 
Pan-American Expo at Dallas. 

Joe Jackson, bicycle comic, will 
follow Sydell and Spotty August 7, 
Sydell having other bookings. The 
Three Cossacks, roller skating act, 
will be subbed for Moore and Revel, 
dance satirists, same date. 

Stuart Morgan dancers, adagio 
quartet, given run of show contract. 
Paul Whiteman, Harriet Hoctor and 
Everett Marshall already in for run 
of show, ending Oct. 16. Cabin Kids, 
singing pickaninnies, California Var- 
sity Eight, and Larry Lee remain 
in revue. 

Contract for Pat Rooney Sr., and 
Pat Rooney Jr., extended four weeks. 
Contracts of Original Dixieland Jazz 
Band and Charles King extended six 
weeks, Hinda Wassau, four weeks. 

‘Flirting With Death,’ free show, 
will close Aug. 7, as it was booked 
for only six weeks. Melody Lane, 
where eight song writers play their 
hits, will become free show, with 25 
cents charged for reserved seats. 

Rose announced he will take a 
show on tour after the fiesta closes. 
It is tentatively dubbed ‘Show of 
Shows,’ and will contain highlights 
of his productions of last five years. 

Albert Johnson, scenic designer 
for the fiesta, has been designing 
two productions for this show, one 
for theatres and the other for audi- 
toriums. Johnson will leave Aug. 1 
to do show for Shuberts in New 
York. John Murray Anderson will 
return here Sept. 29 to stage Rose’s 
show. Number of dancers and show 
girls of Casa Manana will be in it. 

Rose going to Hollywood this week 
to spend week or 10 days with his 
wife, Fannie Brice. 








Whiteman aired 10-year Kentucky | 


discovery, Jean Ellis, Saturday night 
on NBC hookup. Rudy Vallee used 
her on his program Thursday night 
from Pan-American Casino at Dallas. 
Vallee spent day here with White- 
man last week. Both bandsters rode 
horses in cowboy garb at Shady Oak 
Farm, where Whiteman is spending 
the Summer. It was there Whiteman 
told Rudy about the girl, saying he 
might be mistaken, but thought she 
had what it took. Response from two 
radio appearances indicate he was 
right. Rudy requested Whiteman to 
let him introduce her on the air. 





Cleveland, July 27. 

Whether it’s a gigantic publicity 
hoax or not—and anybody’s guess igs 
as good as yours—the so-called 
Eleanor Holm-Billy Rose romance 
that high-dived out of latter’s Aqua. 
cade has had at least two sure-fire 
results that were probably aimed for, 

First, it landed Great Lakes Fx. 
position on all front pages and pub- 
| licized Rose’s lakefront marine spec- 
tacle into doubling its business dur. 
jing a spell when trade was so-so, 

Secondly, the affair has built up 
| Eleanor as the season’s S. A. gal as 
| well as a box office magnet locally, 
Press agents for centennial fair 
| deny collusion, but it has all the ear. 
| marks of a beautifully-timed stunt, 
in which all principals have a pos- 
sible out. Swimming queen said she 
was getting a divorce from Arthur 
Jarrett, singer now at Dallas Expo- 
sition, but denied that Rose was the 
reason. Rose is reputed to have 
said he might seek a divorce from 
Fannie Brice, but that he was only 
interested in swimmer as a co-star 
of his Aquacade. Jarrett, reached 
in Dallas by phone, expressed amaze- 
ment over whole a ffair ad hoped it 
wasn’t so. 

In short, it was a sweet denial 
party with reporters (plus accom- 
modating p.a. bureau) puffing up a 
few circumstantial facts. One is that 
producer and the Olympic cham- 
pagne rebel had been two-ing it all 
over town. Eleanor’s new five-carat 
diamond ring also boosted story al- 
though she later claimed to have 
bought it herself for $1,500. Fannie 
Brice reached by phone retorted 
she’d make Billy buy her three rings, 
if it was true, and she ‘would feel 
unflattered if just a swimmer got 
him,’ 








Got an Extra Show 


Aquacade as a result has had to 
add an extra Monday performance 
to its sked for increased crowds, 
Shep Fields booked in for four-day 
current date, followed by Roger 
Pryor’s orchestra. More romance 
bloomed when Walter Arian of 
Toronto, ice-skating ballet director 
at Winterland, was married to Edna 
Lynn Schaefer July 17. Bride is a 
ballet skater in his show and wed- 
ding was held in office of a justice 
of peace, 

Hot weather, hotels packed with 
conventions and heavy exploitation 
have kicked up attendance to 228,129 
in past week. Total to yesterday 
(26) draw for 53 days is 1,520,511 
visitors, which is considered satis- 
factory by Lincoln Dickey, g.m., who 
expects to hit 3,000,000 mark in next 
47 days. Ticket books valued at 
$4.50 are still selling big for $2.50 
under official cut-rates. Another 
100,000 books are being made up for 
a Cleveland jubilee day Aug. 14, 
which will be a combination Mardi 
Gras, carnival and civic event. Sale 
is being taken over by the come-to- 
Cleveland committee. 

Friday nights’ Banko run as a 
promotion stunt has mounted to 
$1,200, increasing $250 each week 
when winners fail to show up. Odd- 
est feature about it is that anybody 
can register for it at a dozen down- 
town drugstores, but has to appear 
at stand within ten minutes when 
lucky number is called. 

Contests are running from hog- 
calling tournaments to prizes to 
women who can yell her husband's 
monicker loudest. Marine Day held 
Wednesday (28) will bring out all 
government ships and vessels in 
Great Lakes region. Martha Nore- 
lius, two times Olympic champ, 
signed for world’s women’s profes- 
sional swimming championship races 
Aug. 16. 

Dan Nagyfy, 61-year-old fire-eater 
at Rose’s Pioneer Palace, was forced 
to lay off when hit by toxic poison- 
ing. Nagyfy has been ill for some 
time but kept on doing act against 
doctor’s orders and is now danger- 
ously ill at local St. Luke’s Hospital. 

Lou Irwin, booker who claims he 
had a contract with Eleanor Holm 
Jarrett, is forcing a garnishment suit 
against swimmer here to collect 
$1,125 as commission he charges was 
due him. 

Irwin contends contract entitles 
him to 10 percent of $6,250 she re- 
| ceived in a five-week engagement 
before coming to Cleveland, and of 
the $5,100 paid to her as star of 
Aquacade up to July 9—approxi- 
;mately $850 a week. Question 
| whether Cleveland or New York is 
| her legal residence took’ up first 








hearing. Ruling on case to be made 
i Wednesday (28), 
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Dallas-Ft. Worth Getting Hot 
Each Sniping at Other Outfit 





Dallas, July 27. 

After a brief armistice, those com- 
munity feudists, Dallas and Fart 
Worth, are having at it again. First 
to the draw in the current word 
brawl has been Dallas altheugh Fort 
Worth has kept up a sporadic sniping 
campaign. 

Cause of the latest flareup was 
second Rudy Vallee broadcast from 
stage of the Dallas Casino. The ex- 
position paid Vallee $10,000 a week 
and also put up $2,500 weekly to 
pay line charges and other produc- 
tion costs on netwerk airing, 

Among talent on the ether pre- 
gram was a juvenile female dis- 
covery of Paul Whiteman who sang; 
and, Harriet Hoctor, dancer in Fort 
Worth’s Casa Manana. Dallasites 
fidgeted only slightly as Vallee did 
a buildup for Whiteman. But Miss 
Hoctor’s wordage caused the audi- 
ence which packed the Casino to do 
a crisp burn and start pouring 


powder down their muzzle loaders |: 


when the dancer tagged her inter- 
view with this ebservation, ‘Why 
don’t you come over te Fort Worth, 
Rudy, and see a GOOD show?’ 

Amusement editors of twe local 
papers dragged out the tar pots the 
next day and whacked bandieader- 
emcee for nipping the hand that fed 
him. 

Expesition heads said nething of- 
ficially but they manifested: their at- 
titude when Phil Harris, who followed 
Valiee, was warned not te make a 
mistake and include any of the Casa 
Manana music on his coast-te-coast 
broadeasts which 
afternoon (25) over 

Changing the Bill 

First ehange in show talent at 
Casino was made Saturday (24) 
when. Harris’ band, Lanny Ross, Ar- 
rens and Broderick and The Krad- 
docks opened. Georges and Jalna 
and Art Jarrett are held. Ress does 
a straight singing act, then joins. Lyn 
Murray chorus in preductieon num- 
ber of ‘Don’t You Know or Don’t You 
Care?” 

The Road to Rio also opened a 
new show Friday (23) with new 
costumes and routines for Alexander 
Qumansky’s line and show girls. 
Melba Brian, nudist; the Brucettes, 
aerebatie girl trio; and the Theo- 
dores, adagio team, comprised fresh 
blood. Joaquin Garay, juve singer, 
who has acquired big following, stays 
en and now handles emcee chere. 

Aggregate attendance at the fair 
had reached 829,180 through Satur- 
day (24), with gate apparently set- 
tled to an average of around 15,000 
daily. 

With the new Casino open to ap- 
parent approva! of the publie, George 
Marshall and his wife, Corinne Grif- 
fith, plan to head to California for a 
couple of weeks’ vacation. Billy Rese, 
mouthpiece for Fort Worth in the 
inter-city feuding, also scrams to the 
West Coast this week. 

He leaves behind him a series of 
advertisements in Dallas press which 
has the patriots fuming. He didn’t 
everlook the opportunity to trade 
on fact that Casino here had a $10 
preview which left a bad taste in 
Dallas’ mouth. He has continually 
played on ‘high hat’ angle and when 
local show lowered prices to 50c. on 
its ‘spectator seats’ in the gallery, 
Rose went to town. 


That Loving Touch 


His paid space in the Dallas papers 
carried such messages as this sample 
copy: ‘There has been and there will 
be no price change at Fort Worth. 
Elsewhere there may have been such 
drastic revisions as from $10 to 50c., 
but not at Fort Worth where the 
tariff is as unchanging as the laws of 
the Medes and Persians.’ 

The Dallas-Fort Worth animosity 

was personalized last week with Jar- 
rett being vehicle for expression of 
the town’s feeling. The singer has 
gained in local favor after he took 
over major singing burden in show. 
After his wife, Eleanor Holm, broke 
news in Cleveland that she contem- 
plated divorce, Jarrett kept his nose 
clean and made no public comment 
other than carefully prepared hand- 
out which said exactly nothing. 
_ Night after Rose’s name was in- 
jected into divorce story, the singer 
ot spontaneous wave of applause, 
bigger than usual, when he made 
first appearance on stage. 

The occasion was all the locals 
needed to express their feelings on 
the whole front yard squabble. They 
haven't got around to picketing each 
other's shows down here but fn 
Dallas they look at the sun only as 


started Sunday | 
Celumbia. | 
Mutual is slated to pick it up later. , 


,it comes up as they have to look 
‘toward Fort Worth to watch it set. 
' Censors Get Busy 
{| First direct action by Dallas cen- 
sors came last week after. several 
weeks of verbal storm signals. Mau- 
rice Caranas, who operates Chez 
Maurice, and Zorine, graduate of San 
Diego’s nudist camp, were involved. 
Zorine opened at night. club Thurs- 
day night (22) on a percentage deal 


maine and Manning, Jay Howard and 
the Del Valls. 

Censors warned in advance nudes 
would have to wear more than a 
string and a smile. Police were on 
hand first night and Zorine’s 
were in line with restrictions. Next 


wonders if affair will leave him be- 
hind the eight ball. 


A. C ICE SHOW 
MAKES HAPPY 
OPENING 








Atlantic City, July 27. 

With Annie QOakleys distributed 
freely abeut town, the ‘Ice Follies of 
1937’ got off to a flying start before a 
‘packed’ audience in the Municipal 
Auditorium. Thursday night (22). 
The management claimed that there 
were at least 3,500 paid admissions 
among the 6,000 or more spectators. 

Whatever the status of the crowd, 
it was a navel show. Snow-covered 
pine trees ringed the large ice skat- 
ing rink, which was showered with 
a ski trail and various other decora- 
tions to give the place a winter ap- 
pearance. 

Bess Ehrhardt topped the bill with 
a series of difficult dances on the ice; 
while Idi Papez and Karl Zwack, a 
European team, and McGowan and 
Mack, also displayed their skating 
talents. Eddie Shipstad and Oscar 
Johnson furnished the comedy. Sig- 
fried Steinwel!l, former Duluth Col- 


Roy. Shipstad, billed as ‘the human 
top,” executed several spectacular 
spins. Later in the program he 


exhibition of fancy skating. 
‘Other contributors to the 
were Harris Lagg, with a leap over 
16." barrels; Lois Dworshak, the 
rhythm girl; Dorothy and La Verne, 
and Phyllis Rebholz, whe comprised 
the younger group of performers. 

Shows are scheduled every eve- 
ning during the remainder of. the 
summer season. 


Text Minstrels 


man’ from Fayetteville, is in Rock- 
ingham this week with his ‘Michty 
Winstead Minstrels under ‘canvas. 

Winstead’s show consists of 50 
people and a band. 


Delaware Gets Tough 


Wilmington, July 27. 
Money-wheels will no longer be 
allowed to operate at carnies in 
Delaware, Superintendent C. C. 
Reynolds, of State Police, announced 
here yesterday. He said troopers 
had been instructed to close down 
the wheels wherever they saw them. 
Announcement followed forced 
shuttering of five wheels on which 
money was only reward at a carney 
sponsored by Brandywine Hundred 

Fire Company over the week-end. 








Auspices 
Dublin, -Ga., July 27. 
Laurens County Post, American 
Legion, will again sponsor fair here 
this year. 
Legionnaires revived annual event 
last year after it had lain dormant 
since 1927. 





after heavy advance ballyhoo. She | 
brought in a unit show which in- 
cluded the Three Heat Waves, Ro- 


gals 


night they were in the raw and po- | 


lice came out from behind the palms 
to make arrests. The manager was | 
charged’ with exhibiting a nude 
woman. 

Case is set down this week for 
trial in police court and Maurice | 


lege ski coach, did a thrilling jump | 
to the ice from a 50-foot tower, and | 


paired’ with Miss Ehrhardt in | 


show | 


E. S. Winstead, ‘the old minstrel | 


Park Under Fire 


Indianapolis, July 27. 

Second serious accident at River- 
side Park this season has caused 
Mayor Johm W. Kern to appoint a 
commission to investigate park’s 
amusement devices. 

First break occurred July 4, when 
fireworks aerial bomb exploded in 
| crowd injuring more than a score 
of persons. 

Friday (23), girl visitor from 
Toledo, Ohio, was thrown from ‘The 
Whip’ at park and killed: Girl 
loosened grip en safety bar to wave 
| at friends and was thrown from the 
|}car against a tree outside of the 
arena 











SPACE TAKEN 
FOR N. Y. FAIR 


Although the actual opening of 
| the New York World’s Fair is nearly 


} 
| 





} 


|}two years away, a shortage of space 
| for exhibitors looms. It is reliably 
reperted that 46 firms, including 
some of the principal business and 
manufacturing companies of the 
|U. S., already have been allotted 
space although: enly 13 are credited 
| with being on the dotted line, with 
| the companies. concerned agreed on 
| Space given and: ether legal details. 

American Telephone & Telegraph, 
| International Business Machine, Ra- 
| dio Cerporation ef America, U. S. 
| Steel, Westinghouse Electric, Gen- 
;eral Electrie, Consolidated Edisun, 
| Johns-Manville, Metrepolitan Life 
Insuranee, Roebling Sons (steel); 
Y. M. @. A. and DeVoe & Raynolds 
(paint) are the firms signatured to 
date. 


Thirty states have passed’ bills that 
have been signatured by the chief 
| executives of these states signifying 
| desire to participate in the fair. 
Some of these states have made ap- 
propriations for the N. Y. show while 
others have merely appointed com- 
missioners to carry on, with funds to 
be set later. 


Twelve foreign nations have indi- 
cated they will take part in the Man- 
j}hattan exposition. Others are wait- 
|ing until they receive copies of the 
| fair’s printed. rules and regulations. 
| These are now in the hands of 
| printers and will be ready for dis- 
| tribution in the next week or 10 


| 





Back to Early Days in Utah 
With Rodeos All Cleaning Up 





Hoxie Starts Juiy 31 


Salem, O., July 27. 

A new Jack Hoxie circus is being 
organized here te open July 31, to 
play 10 days in Ohio, then move into 
Indiana and Michigan. Personnel in- 
cludes George L. Myers, equestrian 
director; Elmer Jones, superintend- 
ent; Harry V. Winsiow, agent; Barney 
Kern, special agent; and Harry 
Doran, superintendent of conces- 
sions. The advance in charge of Joe 
Katz left here this week, with three 
trucks and two more are te be added 
within a few days. 


After opening here the show 
moves over Sunday te Youngstown 
for Aug. 2, then Warren, Paines- 
ville, Elyria, Massillen, Millersburg 
and Findlay and two other Ohio 
stands. 


HAM FISH NIXED 
AS N.Y. COMMISH 
TO FAIR 





Washington, July 27. 
Senatorial members of U. S. Com- 
missions to prepare governmemt ex- 
hibits for the New York and 


Francisco fairs were named last 
week by Vice-President Garner. 
Meanwhile Speaker Bankhead re- 
fused to appoint Representative 
Hamilton Fish to the place reserved 
for a House Republican on the N. Y. 
expo board. 


Although he was leader in the 
unsuccessful movement to get $5,- 
000,000 fund for federal participation 
in the New Yerk fair, Representa- 
tive Fish was turned down for the 
commission as pelitical punishment. 
Recommended by Republican Leader 
Snell, his name was discarded by 
the Demos because he has repeatedly. 
declared President and Mrs. Roose- 
velit, plus other First Family mem- 


San 





days. 


Midwest Resort Hotels Take Rap 
But Cheap Lodging at Premium 


Chicago, July 27. 
Resort business in midwestern 
|resort states (Wisconsin, Michigan 
|and Minnesota) is undergoing a com- 
plete switch this season, with the 
ve maceapyg themselves, reporting busi- 
ness is off some 70% from last year, 
| but, at the same time, the houses in 
|their vicinity are totally inadequate 
; to care for reservations, 


Some resorts have even reduced | 
their rates this season, and_ still | 
\found few takers, everybody pre- | 
|fering to bundle the kids into a car 
jand plop ’**m down in a summer 
|home, rather than store ‘em in a 
| hotel suite. Resort keepers are lay- 
ing the change to the fact that 
j peuple are living together again, and | 
| that the whole family, instead of 
| just mother and dad, are taking va- 
| cations. Also that, during recent 
|; years, summer homes have been | 
| equipped for better living than be- 
fore, and, at present time, have fa- 
|cilities for giving service equal to 
|that of the swank hotels, especially 
\if the family servants are along. 


Private beaches, electric cooking, 
nearness to golf courses and places 
of amusement, are the general rule 
| for summer homes now, rather than | 
the exception. With these improve- | 
ments for service, plus no dressing 
for dinner, families are flocking to 
the homes rather than to the hotels. 


Trailers Hurt 


Another factor whieh has con- 
| tributed to a lessening prosperity for 
resorts is the auto trailer. Formerly, 
‘auto camps weren’t feared much by 
| the resort keepers, since the kind of 
| people who stopped in "em wouldn't 
| go to the swank hotels anyway. But 
|new, with trailers fitted up with 
everything from back scratching 
posts to basements, they're definitely 











| 


jhad a very 


bers, are guilty of tax-dodging. 


homes, and something in the way of 
competition for summer _hostelry 
owners. 

July # week-end, when almost 
everybody stepped out for three 
days, saw the summer hotels at only 
50% capacity, and last two weeks 
have been disastrous. HoteYs with 
rooms for 200 have held as few as 
12; and others in proportion. Nor 
does August look to be much better, 
with present reservations totaling 
less than 30% of those held last 
year at this time. Impossible, how- 
ever, to get a house, or even a cot- 
tage, and trailer camp operators ex- 
press themselves as willing to do a 
reservation business exclusively, and 
turn away those who haven't wired 


| ahead. 


Vacation business in Chicago is in- 
creasing every year, and this year is 
no exception, with hotels going at 
90% capacity all summer, whether 
conventions are in town or not. It’s 
impossible to get a room at the 
Palmer House now, the Sherman is 
full practically all the time, as are 
Blackstone, Stevens. Drake and the 
Morrison. Even the new Chicagoan, 
opened less than a month ago, has 
its 450 rooms almost all sewed up. 
Outlying hotels are reporting the 
biggest summer business in years. 

Vacationing in the city has also 
definite effect on the 
country club nitery business as well, 
particularly in this vicinity, Very, 
very few spots have been able to 
stay open, and those, practically all 
small stands, rather than splendors. 
Reason for this is that the Chicago 
niteries, air-conditioned, with plenty 
of good service, and ordinary prices, 
are a whole lot more comfortable 
than the outlying places, where it’s 
hot, service is at a premium, and a 
‘drink makes a big purse dent. 





vv 


By BILL RICE 
Salt Lake City, July 27. 
Salt Lake City is now in the midst 
of its: ‘Covered Wagon Days’ annual 
celebration. Bands a playing, parades 
a marching, flags flying, free acts 
in the air and on the street corners. 
Rodeo opens at State Fair Park with 
many of the top hands of the nation 


contestants, Committee 


as claims 
over $25,000 tickets sold for this 
event. Yellowstone Shows on the 


enclosed: midway at State and South 
Fourth with many of their attrac- 
tions on the lawn in front of the 
County Court House and City Hall. 
Ten-cent gate for first four days well 
over $25,000. Rides, shows and con- 
cessions all getting a big 
Weather clear and very hot. 
Dempsey the guest of honor. 
Ogden has its Pioneer Days day 
and date with Wally Beery for the 


big shot guest. Monte Young has 
the carnival concession here. It 
seems that most every town in Idahe 
and Utah has a rodeo this week with 
all the hands going to Cheyenne 
Frontier Days for week of July 26. 


‘Strange As It Seems’ had cartoon 
of the ‘army that copied a circus.’ 
This was done by Germany when the 
Barnum & Bailey Circus plaved 
Europe in 1901. Germany was the 
only country played that the head of 
the government did not attend a 
performance. Kaiser Wiiliam got 
peeved about something and did not 
attend; but the army did copy the 
show’s method of transportation and 
cook house methods. 


The way this happened the circus 
was playing in Hanover and some of 
the General Staff noted the parade 
that they had seen march down the 
streets of Berlin the day before and 
one of the officers remarked that 
‘they must carry two parade outfits,’ 
thinking it impossible to show the 
night before and parade the next 
morning, but one of the officers de- 
clared that ‘they have the same 
elephants.’ So to settle the matter 
they visited the show and to their 
astonishment found out the outfit 
was the same. They immediateby 
copied the entire setup. Our own 
army as late as 1918 never saw fit to 
use circus methods. The Wortham 
Shows was wintering in San Antonie 
and one day opposite winter quar- 
ters the army was loading a iot of 
artillery on flats and making a very 
long job of it. Wortham went to the 
officer in charge and offered to loan 
a pull-up team and the equipment 
to handle the job which could have 
been done in an hour, but the officer 
told him that ‘the rules and regu- 
lations would not allow such meth- 
ods.’ They got the job done in two 
days. 


play. 
Jack 


Advertisement in trade paper 
‘Wanted An Unbern Lecturer.’ 
Seme Hop » 

‘Ball of Fire’ carnivals is sure 


closing many a town this season. 
Too bad this has to happen. when 
business has been so good, but with 
the many new shows operated with 
shoestring BR its bound to happen. 
Bess Harris to get away from hot 
competition jumped her carnie from 
Ephraim, Utah, to Seymore, Kan. 
That’s a jump for any show. 

Stephan Maloney, p. a. for the ‘Cov- 
ered Wagon Days,’ bought ihe entire 
Sunday supplement of the Ogden 
Standard Examiner for Salt Lake 
City ‘Covered Wagon Days’ and was 
Mayor Perry plenty hot, and well 
he should be, to have his home town 
paper turn traitor on his pet ‘Pio- 
neer Days’ that have put the ‘boot’ 
to all Salt Lake City endeavors 
heretofore in opposition until this 
year. The City of Salt sure has put 
Ogden out of the running in 1937 
for Utah’s. biggest celebration. 
Thanks to King Crawford, Norman 
Sims, Stephen Maloney and that sec- 
retary of the C. of C., Gus Back- 
man, 


Los Angeles County Fair at Po- 
mona, Calif., the biggest gate fair 
in the U. S., awarded the carnival 
contract to Archie Clark’s Shows for 
the first time. Craft Shows played 
the date for past seven years. 

Hennie Bros. Shows cancelled its 
contract. with Texas’ two best fairs, 
, Amarillo and Lubbock. Showmen 
all guessing who will get the dates. 
My guesseis Max Goodman’s Wonder 
| Shows or Farley & Martone Shows. 
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News From 





This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


the Dailies 


VARIETY takes no credit for 





East 


New York Parks Dept. running 
singing contest for youngsters. Win- 
ners of sectional first places meet 
in borough finals, if coming out on 
top they can compete in all-city con- 
test. 

Spark of static electricity was 
given as cause of the Hindenburg's 
destruction by group of investigators 
of the Bureau of Air Commerce. 

Joseph F. Meyers, owner of dog 
track at Orangeburg, N. Y.., which 
was closed last month, started an in- 
junction suit against New York State 
Racing Commission and five horse 
racetracks. 

Twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
birth of Dr. Edwin Franko Gold- 
man’s band was celebrated last week 
with a lengthy concert on the Mall 
at Central Park, N. Y. 

Dan Nagyfy, 61-year-old flame 
swallower working at Billy Rose’s 
Cleve. Expo, near death from toxic 
poisoning. ; 

Seven Art Gallery proprietors of 
Gloucester, Mass., arrested, charged 
with keeping shops open on Sun- 
day. : 

Troupe of strip teasers working in 
opposition to CIO organizers in Cinn. 
outdraw union meetings. _ 

Four jewel thieves identified by 
Peggy Paige, dancer at Ben Mar- 
den’s Riviera, as men who lifted her 
furs and jewels. 

Magistrate Malbin rebuked beach 
litter inspector for arresting bather 
for sitting on paper bag on beach 
at Coney Island. 

Raid on gambling casino at Cen- 
terport, N. Y., led by tuxedoed state 
trooper, netted 11 men and gambling 
equipment. ; 

New York-Faill River Steamship 
Line suspends operation this week. 





{ Labor troubles that have bothered 


the line for two weeks given as rea- 
son for shutdown. : 
Radio waves from a transmitter 
operation dull a homing pigeons 
homing instinct according to experts 
of the Navy Dept. Tests made in 
Ocean Gate, N. J., by releasing a 


.pigeon near a station’s transmitter. 


Bird circles for 15 min., until trans- 
mitter was cut off, then headed for 
home loft. a. 

Italian game of ‘Bocce’ prohibited 
unless owners of alleys get a license, 
which costs $50. : 

Injunction, restraining police from 
interfering, for 30 days, with running 
of dog races at Mineola, granted by 
Federal Judge Abruzzo. 

Music lovers attending concerts at 
Lewisohn Stadium complain that 
planes flying overhead drown out 
music and singing. i 

Hudson River Day Line pier at 
Bear Mountain burned to water’s 
edge. Believed result of cigarette 
dropped between flooring. : 

Bridge playing commuters giving 
Long Island Railroad headaches. 

Lou Irwin, agent, blocking Eleanor 
Holm Jarrett’s attempts to collect her 
salary at the Cleve. Expo, with a 
garnishee order. Irwin claims he 
hasn’t been paid his commish. 

Youth hurled to death from roller- 
coaster at Rockaway Beach, L. I, 
when he allegedly stood up in car as 
it hit a curve. 

Tito Schipa, former Met Opera 
tenor, reported in Wellington, N. Z., 
receiving congratulations from Ital- 
ian Fascist chiefs for ending his con- 
certs_with the pa salute, despite 
warning against it by New Zealand 
officials. 

Memorial program for Guglielmo 
Marconi was broadcast Monday (26) 
over WOV, New York. Mayor La- 
Guardia spoke in Italian. _ 

Approximately 1,200 applications 
for restaurant and cafe liquor li- 
censes for New York city reported 
receiving during the first two weeks 
of July. aes 

Sergeant Peter Aitoro, clarinetist 
in the U. S. army band at West Point 
for many years, retired. Formerly 
was with the Washington, D. C., 
symph orch. : ; 

Charles Michelson, publicity di- 
rector of the Democratic National 
Committee, now public relations 
counsel for Crosley Radio Corp. 

Knights of Columbus officials as- 
sailed Yorkville, N. Y., judge for re- 
fusing to ‘set up standards of taste’ 
in connection with burlesque. 

Holders of more than 98% of all 
allowed claims against General The- 
atres Equipment, Inc., have deposit- 
ed. securities and claims under the 
reorganization plan, according to Ed- 
ward C. Delafield, committee head. 


Coast 


That Grand Darmond Jennings, 
former film actress, ‘violated certain 
of her marriage vows’ is the charge 
contained in an answer filed by her 
millionaire husband, Randolph P. 





‘| Aug. 1. 


he is still here working and studio is 
under no obligation. Earl also seeks 
$7.604 for services. 

B. H. Zimmer, former Hollywood 
nitery operator, was sentenced 3 to 
30 years in prison on a check kiting 
charge in Los Angeles. Two asso- 
ciates of Zimmer were granted pro- 
bation. 

Kay Tutwiler and Luther Allen, 
film players, were released from cus- 
tody in Los Angeles following an in- 
vestigation into the death of Doro- 
thy May Garland, attorney. 

Suit for $15,110 is on file in L: A. 
against Robert Armstrong, film play- 
er, as the result of an automobile ac- 
cident in which Mrs. Mercedes Daze 
said she was injured, holding the 
actor responsible. 

James Clyde Chronister asked an- 
nulment in L. A. of his marriage to 
Ellen Kennison on the ground that 
she assertedly became his wife under 
an assumed name and that she has a 
four-year-old child. He also charged 
cruelty. Wife, a stage actress, mar- 
ried Chronister as Ellen Parry at 
Santa Ana, Cal., in 1935. 

Lucile Koontz, known in vaude as 
Lucile Bailey, has filed suit in L. A. 
against the Arizona Car Loading 
Corp., asking $80,800 damages for in- 
juries suffered when she was hit by 
one of the company’s trucks in Hol- 
lywood. 

Barbara Stanwyck took a mauling 
from mob of autograph seekers and 
fans at the preview of Samuel Gold- 
wyn’s ‘Stella Dallas’ in Hollywood. 
Cops took Miss Stanwyck for a fan 
and shoved her around, with Robert 
Taylor, her escort, in the offing, but 
helpless to root through the milling 
mob to her rescue. 

Constance Worth, asserting that 
she will fight George Brent’s suit for 
annulment of their marriage, de- 
clared that she had been informed all 
requirements of the Mexican mar- 
riage law had been complied with 
and that his plea of illegality is not 
tenable. Suit is on file in L. A. 

Contract of Marge Brullow, 19, 
with Universal Pictures was ap- 
proved by Judge Emmet Wilson in 
Los Angeles. 

Emily M. Roberts, known in films 
as Emily Fitzpatrick, has a divorce 
suit on file in L. A. against Albert 
G. Roberts, film cameraman. She 
charges cruelty. 

Frank Cavet, film writer, and Mary 
Oakes, New York model, brought 
here for Walter Wanger’s ‘Vogues of 
1938,’ have announced their engage- 
ment to wed. 

Erika Loewendahl, scripter, is 
seeking annulment of her marriage 
to Leo Nussimbaum Mohammed 
Eddad-Bey, also a writer, on the 
ground that he misrepresented him- 
self as a descendant of Mohamme- 
dan nobility. Husband is in Ger- 
many, where they were married five 
years ago. 


MARRIAGES 


Sophie Germach to Bob McIlwaine 
July 31 in Chicago. Bride is a WLS 
soprano, and groom on promotion 
staff of same station. 

Muriel Morris, non-pro, to Murray 
Baker, of Robbins Music Corp., 
brother of Belle Baker, in N. Y., 





Gladys Nepdurn to Alfred E. 
Gross, July 25, in New York. Bride 
is with Ed Wolf agency, 

Lou Landsburgh to Richard F. 
(Dick) Hyland, in Honolulu July 22. 
Hyland, former husband of Adela 
Rogers St. Johns, was connected 
with picture biz in Hollywood. 

Jacqueline Magnon to Erle Hamp- 
ton in Los Angeles, July 25. Groom 
is in the Columbia studio publicity 
department. 

Patricia Van Cleve to Arthur Lake 
at San Simeon, Calif., July 25. Bride 
is the daughter of Rose Davies and 
George B. Van Cleve and niece of 
Marion Davies. Lake is a picture 
actor, 

Genevieve Whitfield to Henry Sen- 
ber, July 20, in New York. Groom 
is Broadway reporter for N. Y. 
Morning Telegraph. 


W. Losey at Hoosick Falls, N. Y., 
July 23. Groom is legit actor and 
director. Bride is designer and 
stager of fashion shows. 

Dorothy Huffman to Walter Rein- 
king, in Hollywood, July 26. Bride is 
Metro actress, groom a Metro 
cameraman. 


BIGGER AND BETTER 


Charlotte, N. C., July 27. 

Plans for the largest exposition 
ever held in Mecklenburg county be- 
gan to materialize last week when 
the Carolinas Agricultural Fair, Inc., 
opened offices at 111 W. 4th street, 
and leaders of the association began 








Jennings, to her suit for $163,000. 
Claim of Michael Brooke, the Ear! 
of Warwick, film juve, for $1,438 
transportation for self and servant 
back to England is being eontested 
by Metro, which had the earl under 


contract, on the representation that is in charge of the new headquarters. 


| booking attractions for the fair, 


|which will be held Oct. 4-9 on the}, Owen Davis, Jr., Marian Shockley, 


| old Charlotte airport property. 
| B. Arp Lowrance, executive secre- 
| tary and general manager of the fair, 


Elizabeth Hawes Jester to Joseph 


GARCIA QUALIFIES 
AGAIN FOR ROSS 


By Jack Pulaski 
Last winter, when the Philippino 
Ceferino Garcia appeared in Madison 
Square Garden, he came with the 
rep of having tilted over Barney 
Ross, welterweight champ, in a non- 
title bout on the Coast. When he 
stopped Bobby Pacho, a_ clever 
Mexican in the same arena last 
Thursday (22), the impression was 
verified that he is the logical scrapper | 
to contest Ross’ title. Such a match 
is on the schedule for the open air 
here in September. 
Pacho has an excellent record as a 
boxer and he proceeded to prove 
that in outpointing Garcia, until the 
fatal ninth round. Up against such 
a beak buster as the lad from the 
Orient, skill counted only so long as 
Bobby could keep away from Garcia’s 
lethal socks. Latter is about as tough 
a puncher as Henry Armstrong, per- 
haps even more so, and when the 
colored kid takes on a few pounds a 
meeting between them should draw 
plenty of coin. 
The odds were four to one, Pacho 
on the short end, and not a few of 
the wise guys took the odds, un- 
convinced that Garcia could turn the 
trick. This time they refused to 
string along with a puncher, but 
there were few losers who had any 
complaint, except Bobby neglected 
to take a count. 
There was good enough reason for 
that—the boy simply didn’t know 
what was happening. He got up 
soon after being dropped with a left 
hook to the chin and groggily met a 
solid right with the same button. 
Pacho again got up, and _ started 
wandering along the ropes to his 
corner, turned away from _ the 
Philippino. He may have taken one 
glancing blow from Garcia before 
the referee stepped in and called. it 
off. Match was scheduled for 15 
rounds. 
Both fighters live on the Coast 
and there is no discounting their 
ability nor the fact that Los Angeles 
has sent some very good boxers east 
in the past six months. Another 
fellow from the same territory, how- 
ever, did not do so well, for Young 
Peter Jackson was knocked out by 
Pete de Ruzzo. Pete substituted for 
Honey Mellody and Jackson drew a 
surprise package. He was down for 
nine counts twice in the second 
round and the ref stopped that one, 
too. 

Attendance was very good for the 
summer, gross being close to $12,000 
at $2.30 top. This Thursday (29) will 
be devoted to eastern lightweights 
with wallop reps, Billy Bauhuld 
topping the card vs. Paui Junior. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs, Fred Bock, daughter. 
Father is commercial manager of 
WADC, Akron, O. ; 

Mr. and Mrs. Sammy Fuller, son, 
July 17, in Pittsburgh. Father is 
Uncle Sammy of KDKA, 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Tugend, boy, 
Hollywood, July 21. Father .is on 
20th-Fox writing staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nick Scheel, daugh- 
ter, July 21. Father is production 
manager of KGLO, Mason City, 
Iowa. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Robinson, 
daughter, July 26.. Father is assist- 
ant supervisor at WOR. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Eliscu, son, 
July 14, in New York. Father is 
stage and screen writer-director. 

Mr..and Mrs. Harry Anger (Anger 
and Fair), daughter, July 24, in Bald- 
win, L. I. Father now producing 
staze units, 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Aiderman, son, 
July 20, Long Beach, Calif. Father is 
KFOX commercial rep, 


ENGAGEMENTS 


(Continued from page 56) 
Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, 


Mass. 

Richard Carlson, Wylie Adams, 
William Shea, Philip Sheridan, Es- 
ther Leeming, Sandy Strouse, Ed 
Hodge, Edward Butler, Donald 
Black, Charles Hammond, Eric Bur- 
roughs, Alonzo Thayer, “The Petri- 
fied Forest,’ Dennis, Mass. ~ 

Guy de _ Vestel, Doris Dalton, 
Beatrice Terry, Hayden  Rorke, 
Charles Trexler, Philip Tonge, Eliza- 
beth Dead Farrar, Bettina Cerf, 
Franklin Gray, 
‘The Secret Heart,’ Newport Casino 
theatre, Newport, R. L.. 

Leona Powers, Philip Tonge, Edgar 
Kent, Bettina Cerf, Valentine Ver- 
non, Franklin Gray, Charles Trexler, 
‘The Vinegar Tree,’ Newport Casino 
theatre, Newport, R. I. 











Valentine Vernon, | 





MORGAN A. SHERWOOD 
Morgan A. Sherwood, 85, veteran 
stage manager, died in Washington 
July 19 of heart attack. Funeral 
services were held Thursday (22) 
with burial in Glenwood Cemetery. 
Retiring about eight years ago, Mr. 
Sherwood had been long-time scenic 
designer at the National Theatre and 
was one of the oldest members of 
the theatrical business in the Na- 
tional Capital. At one time was stage 
manager for the old Albaugh’s Opera 
House in Washington and had par- 
ticipated in preparation of numerous 
productions, including several Zieg- 
feld shows, which opened there. 
Wrote two plays which were. pro- 
duced years ago. 

Survivors are a daughter 
granddaughier. 


and 





WILLIAM BARLOW 
William Barlow, 85, pioneer min- 
strel who toured the country 60 and 
70 years ago, died July 23 at San 
Pedro, Cal., after a two-week illness. 
He was the founder of the Barlow 
Brothers’ Minstrels. 

Born in Paducah, Ky., he toured 
the country with his brothers, later 
becoming associated with Alexander 
Pantages in the show business in Los 
Angeles. During his career as an 
actor and showman, he was manager 
of the old Orpheum theatre in San 
Francisco and took troupes of actors 
to Alaska and to Australia. 

Barlow also was a hotel man, be- 
ing connected with hotels in Seattle, 
Honolulu and Fullerton, Cal. 





FRANCIS H. BOSHEA 

Francis H. Boshea, 29, who as 
trap-drummer with Paul Whiteman’s 
S. S. Leviathan orchestra made 27 
ocean crossings, died at his home in 
Troy, N. Y., July 23, of a heart at- 
tack suffered the previous day at 
Camp Smith in Peekskill. A lieuten- 


IN FOND MEMORY OF 
MY FRIEND 


F. W. VARDERSLOOT 


Who Died July 30, 1931 


JERRY VOGEL 





ant in the Quartermaster Reserves, 
USA, Boshea was at Camp Smith for 
training with the 105th Infantry of 
Troy. 

He joined the Leviathan orchestra 
following graduation from Lansing- 
burgh high school. Later, he retired 
from the vocation of musician and 
entered the automobile business with 
his father in Troy. Wife and parents 
survive. 





JULIE RIVE-KING 

Mme. Julie Rive-King, 82, died in 
Indianapolis July 24. 

Mme. Rive-King played more than 
70 times with the New York Phil- 
harmonic orchestra under Anton 
Seidl, and 200 times with the Theo- 
dore Thomas orchestra. Other ap- 
pearances were with Damrosch, 
Gerricke, Nikisch. and Victor Her- 
bert. She was a member of the 
faculty of the Busch Conservatory 
for 25 years, and for the past 10 
soere had been teaching in Warren, 

a. 

Burial in Cincinnati. 





, AUBREY WOLK 

Aubrey Wolk, 33, operator of the 
Sky Club in Pittsburgh, big outdoor 
dance place, for a couple of years, 
died in Tucson, Ariz., July 20, after 
an illness that began in March, 1936. 

After the Sky Club folded, Wolk 
went into the insurance business and 
left that when his health failed fol- 
lowing a throat infection. He spent 
almost a year in the mountains at 
Uniontown, Pa., and was removed to 
Tucson several months ago. Body 
was returned to Pittsburgh for 
burial Sunday (25). 





CHARLES MILLER 

Charles ‘Billy Hippo’ Miller, 
veteran vaudeville actor and night 
club comedian, died in Touro in- 
firmary in New Orleans July 20 after 
an illness of a month. 

A native of New Orleans, he 
| toured the country with different 


| acts of vaudeville before doing night 
club work. He is survived by a 
widow, two children, Elvin Miller 
and Mrs. V. V. Wall, and a grand- 
child, Lenore Wall. 





ELMER V. WAIT 





‘Night Must Fall,’ Lakewood Players, 

Skowhegan, Me. 
Marian Shockley, 

Mary,’ Lakewood Players, 


*‘Two-Time 
Skow- 





hegan, Me. 


the staff of Leon Schlesinger’s car- 
| toon concern in Hollywood, died 
| July 20. 

Survived by his parents. 


OBITUARIES 


a 
= 


ANNING S. PRALL 

Anning S. Prall, 66, chairman of 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, died July 23, 1937, at his 
summer home in Boothbay Harbor 
Maine. Burial in Staten Island. 2 

A son, Mortimer, who has been 
associated with Transamerican and 
ether radio enterprises, survives as 
well as the widow and another son 
Bryna. P 
News story in radio section of this 
issue. 


—__.. 


FREDERICK STAHLBERG 

Frederick Stahlberg, for many 
years a musical director at Metro’s 
Culver City Studio, died July 23 in 
Los Angeles. He was long on Broad- 
way in the Rialto and Rivoli theatres 
as a maestro. 

Funeral was held July 26 with 
burial following in Forest Lawn 
Memorial Park. 





LOTTA MILES 
(Florence Court) 


Florence Court, 38, actress and 
model known professionally as Lotta 
Miles, died in Hollywood July 25 of 
a heart ailment. 

Miss Miles appeared with the Marx 
Bros. on Broadway and appeared in 
several films, including ‘Desert Song.’ 

Mother and sister survive. 





FRED R. SULLIVAN 
Frederick Richard Sullivan, 65, 
stage and screen actor, died in Los 
Angeles July 24 of heart trouble. 
He was a nephew of Sir Arthur 
(Gilbert and) Sullivan. 
Born in London, he went to Holly- 
wood several years ago and ap- 
peared in many productions. 





EDWARD F. PRESSLER 

Edward F. Pressler died in the 
Northeast hospital, Philadelphia, 
July 17 from pneumonia, following 
an operation of appendicitis. He 
was of the former vaudeville team 
of Pressler and Klaiss. 

Burial in the family plot in Ever- 
green cemetery, Brooklyn. 





ANTON VAVERKA 

Anton Vaverka, former film chare 
acter actor, died July 2 in Prague, 
Czechoslovakia. 

He went to Hollywood in 1922 for 
Erich von Stroheim’s ‘Merry-Go- 
Round’ and returned to his native 
land in 1928. 





MARY T. GOETZ 
Mary T. Goetz died in Buffalo, July 
25, following a short illness. The 
wife of Edward H. Goeiz, well- 
known in theatrical and sporting 
circles, she was the mother of E. Ray 
Goetz, the late Coleman D. Goetz, 
and the late Dorothy Berlin, first 
wife of Irving Berlin. 
W. A. LINKLER 
W. A. Linkler, 60, gm. of the 
Puyallup fair, shot himself last week. 
Details in the Outdoors section. 





Denny Frank De Vol, _ three- 
month-old son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank De Vol, died Sunday, July 18, 
in New York. Father is a member 
and arranger for Horace Heidt’s 
band, and the mother the former 
Gracye Ingle of Cleveland. 





Father, 63, of Carty Warhurst, 
Troy orchestra leader, died suddenly 
while at work. 











Stags Increase 





(Continued from page 1) 





regulations, pointing that the harsh 
censoring has spread evils into resi- 
dential areas. 

Take on the shows has been so 
good that already several groups are 
operating in opposition to each other. 
One group tried to get $2 for show 
with beer and sandwich passout, but 
later cut out that idea. 

Operator of a chain of fourth-class 
hotels reported in with one group for 
use of suites and meeting halls. 

Shills work on straight 15% of 
what they send in. The other outfit, 
more pretentious than the first, 
works a double take tariff, giving 
the usual show for the $1 tap and 
if there are a sufficient number of 
flush guys present there’s an addi- 
tional show for another dollar, in- 
cluding stag motion pictures, etc. 





Elmer W. Wait, 24, animator on) 


Only stag performers and not bur- 
lesque girls have been working the 
| spots so far. Ops obviate trouble 
| by changing spots nightly, but have 
| been repeating now and then during 
first two weeks of operation. 
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[Goldwyn 
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Lawrence and Bye made the 
we over a month ago. Mrs. Roose- 
velt was given a short outline of the 

and later a copy of the shoot- 
ing script. After reading these, she 
gighed out the editorial, without any 
mention of ‘Stella Dallas,’ yet so 
worded that it fitted perfectly into 
the contemplated advertising layout. 

First advertisements will crack in 
the Aug. 21 issue of the Satevepost 
and in the September issue of the 
Ladies’ Home Journal, Sept. True 
Story mag is already out; the first | 
io carry the ad. In the pictorial lay- 
owt are photographs of Barbara | 
Stanwyck and Anne Shirley and a | 
group shot of these two and John} 
Boles. 

The display reads, ‘Stella Dallas’ | 
Inspires a Discussion of a Mother's | 
Vital Problem, by Mrs. Franklin D. | 
Roosevelt.’ .In her original copy, the | 
White House author had identified it 
as having been written ‘by Mrs. 
Bleanor Roosevelt.’ A half column 
pie of Mrs. Roosevelt is indented in 
the body type of her advertising 


copy. 





Clearcut Editorial 


The copy is a clearcut editorial on 
motherhood. In part, it says: 

I was brought: up on the saying 
that few women are both good wives 
and good mothers; that most women 
either give all they have to give to 
iheir husbands and therefore less to 
their children, and others give too 
much to their children and the| 
heusehold revolves around them, 
while the husband and his interests 
ane more or less neglected. 

I believe that when one’s children 
are really small, a mother should 
give them the greatest devotion and | 
attention. As they grow older, how- 
ever, she should never sacrifice ex- | 
cept in the big things which are 
necessary for the children’s develop- 
ment. She has got to be able to live 
her own life after her children have | 
grown and turned to lives of their 
own. Therefore, it is important that | 
she should not drop her interests | 
completely, for she must not force | 


| old ones. 


them in later life to make too great 
a sacrifice for her.’ 
it is understood that one of the| 
things which brought the demand for | 
Goldwyn’s explanation to a head was | 
Wil B. Johnston’s editorial cartoon | 
in the New York World-Telegram, | 
indicating that Mrs. Roosevelt’s work 
might open a field for wives of cabi- | 
net members and other Government | 
officials. 


‘Eternal Road’ 


(Continued from page 54) 

















demand for tickets was great and 
indicated a tremendous potential 
audience for the reopening in New 
Yerk City. In addition, plans and 
(fiers have been received for the 
showing of the production through- 
out the United States and in Europe. 
No reopenings are possible until the 
Corporation can convey clear title to 
its rights. When such title can be 
ceaveyed there is justification to an- 
ticipate that new capital will be 
forthcoming and substantial interests 
preserved for the creditors and 
stockholders. Otherwise they will 
receive nothing. The petitioner is 
unable to meet its debts as they ma- 
ture and desires to effect a plan of 
reorganization.’ 

List of liabilities set forth in the 
petition shows: taxes, $22,940: sal- 
aries payable, $2,686; royalties pay- 
able, $17,992: conditional vendors. 
$48,523; general creditors, $53,425; M. 
& E. Concessions, Inc., $4,994: Man- 
hattan Ballrooms, $3,782: loans and 
exchanges, $345; bank loans, $83,366. | 
and loans from sponsors, $138,844. 

The petition details its assets | 
mostly under the title of production | 
costs, as follows: M.W.W. Produc- 
tions, Inec., $2,355; theatrical work, 
$89,375; Production work, $83,582: 
Seenery and properties, $74,552: 
wardrobe, $18,955; rehearsals, $47,912. 
#nd ‘other costs,’ $52,107.48. 

The petition also notes that the 
M.W.W. productions, which first | 
handled the spectacle, spent $235.000 | 
on the play. M.W.W. stands for | 
Myer W. Weigal, who, with Crosby 
Gaige, presented ‘Eternal Road.’ 








FAIR RESUMES 
Charlotteville, N. C., July 27. 
lredell's first county fair in smany 
years will be held during the week 
Of Oct. 11-16. 

C. W. Craycroft, who managed the | 
*#ricultural exhibits last year and 
whe formerly managed the Ken- | 
lucky state fair, has been engaged to 
Manage the event. ’ 


| had to sit through hundreds of audi- 


lability but most often the ratio is 


| ment on what is a critic’s province. 


|it is a critic’s job to tell his read- 


| ory, would be offended by the kind 


j all 


WHAT 


Says ‘No Radie Monopoly’ 
New York, July 22. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


In reference to your article 
headed Actors Radio Monopoly in 
the issue of July 21 may I, as a 
radio actor, voice my exception. 

I write this because I am a com- 
paratively successful actor on the 
air; because I, too, come from the 
hinterlands. I had a minor amount 
of success in the theatre but finally, 
after months of honest effort, I 
managed to crash what your re- 
porter terms ‘the monopoly.’ 

But there is no monopoly. It took 
me months to get into radio because 
there are many actors in this man’s 
town and competition is terrific. 
With hundreds of people coming in 
to see a director per day it is nat- 
urally difficult for a director to 
remember a name. So it’s the guy 
who continues. to plug who gets the 
job—not the. one who sits at the 
soda-fountain talking about it. 

I have been in radio for three 
years now, Adjways directors ‘have 
been fair and always on the alert fer 
new talent without forgetting the 
But new talent is hard to 
‘Ask any direetor who has 





find. 


tions a week, he will tell you that 
possibly one out of 25 have any 





one out of 100). 

Now as to the fees—a radio actor 
if he is very, very busy, with ai 
least three broadcasts per day, is 
lucky to make between $350 and 
$500 per week at top. The only ex- 
ception I know of is Mr. Dawson 
and Miss Elsie Hitz, who beth held 
contracts very rare to the radio 
actor, 


Chester Stratton. 


Station WMCA’s Scale 
New York, July 22. 
Editor, VarRigry: 

I am writing regarding an error 
in the July 21 issue on the story en- 
titled Actors’ Radio Monopoly. 

On the page 67 runover from page 
one the story in part reads... 
‘WMCA has a dramatic stock com- 
pany bossed by Philip Barrison. The 
troupers in that group get $22.50 
weekly each, ‘etc...’ 

This, according to the information 
furnished me, is incorrect. Actors 
in the above group get considerably 
more than $22.50 a week. They make 
at least $50 per week and, Mr. Bar- 
rison informs me that should ‘you 
wish, you may examine the’ books on 
this detail. 

I am sure you can appreciate the 
positions of those effected by this 
error. 

Leon Geldstein. 


A Flop Vs. a ‘Bad’ Play 
New York, July 21. 
Editor, VaARieTry: 


You fellows surprise me by your 
constantly  supercilious attitude. 
Like, for instance, take this week’s 
paper, in which you take especial 
delight sneering at a play called 
‘Excursion.’ You go to great lengths 
to say that all the critics called it 
an excellent play but that it did 
only moderate business and there- 
fore you seem to think the critics 
were all wrong. 

That isn’t necessarily so, you know. 
Any. number of really fine plays 
have been box-office failures and the 
critics, Ripley or not, are not writ- 
ing for the box-office, Vartety’s 
box score notwithstanding. It all 
comes right back to the old argu- 


I believe, with so many others, that 


ers whether the play is good or not. 
Also he should give his reasons. 
Now, it- may be that I want to see 
a. play after the critic tells me it 
is bad. Or vice versa. But he is 
supposed to be an expert—not a 
ticket-counter. 

There is another theory On this. 
I have heard tell that there are 
people who believe the critic’s job is | 
not to say good, bad, or indifferent, 
but merely to tell his readers 
whether they are likely to enjoy 
the show. That is a theory I find 
hard to swallow. The readers of 
the N. Y. Daily News, on that the- 





| Broadway musical comedies. 


| in 





of reviews the critics of the N. Y. 
Sun would hand out, and vice versa. | 
Each paper would then have to 
evolve its own special kind of critic 
and each paper would be forgetting 
about a certain percentage of | 
its readers—or doing them dirt, 
which is worse. 

It would be interesting to hear | 
what other people in show business 
think about this. But, no matter | 


| genuinely new idea. 
i their best, must have a great deal of 
We must the piece into playing shape, which 
consisted largely in compressing the 
two scenes of the third act into a! fun wears thin. 


VARIETY 63 











how they feel, I am sure they will 
all agree on at least this point: 
that Variety’s sneering at a flop 
as being synonymous with a bad 
play is all wet. 

Alfred Winters. 


Travesty Vice Burly 


Montreal, July 20. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


THEY THINK 


is merely the bunch of violets in 
which the brick blurb is wrapped. 
Radio’s raison d'etre is to bring the 
bill boards into every living-room. 
Fearful of any degree of real novelty, 
this hybrid of the amusement world 
assumes that repetition, vaudeville’s 
nemesis, is what the public wants. 
Infantile efforts to garnish the sales 
ttalks often result in an obviously 
forced and strained dragging in of 





Since we are looking for a new 
dramatic form to replace the erst- 
while burlesque, why not a try at | 
travesty? I admit that there are few | 
players of the present time. who can | 
fit into this picture, but they can be 
trained, and perhaps in time compete 
with the splendid performances | 
given by the old Weberfield forces. 


'It would at least be a novelty, and | 


such a play as ‘Bury the Dead’ could | 
yield a screaming travesty if done | 
by a clever writer—and there still 
are such. 

It is a far cry back to Ross: and 
Fenton, Edmund Hayes, and similar 
artists, but there must be some old 
timers who can form the nucleus of 
a current troupe. 

And for another suggestion, why 
not get hold of some of the oldsters 
like J. A. Murphy and revive the 





|old afterpieces, the so-called ‘nigger | 


acts’? Many were pretty crude, but 
they were funny, and some of the | 
best comedians of their day con- 
tributed lines and situations that 
were wows when later used in 


The theatre isn't dead. It’s merely 
suffering from amnesia. 


J. Hapgood Courtenéy. 


These Summer Sub Shows 
St. Louis, July 24. 
Editor, Varrery: 

Well, this summer radio certainly 
is an eye-opener on the capabilities 
of the real stars on the ether. Some 
of those substitutes are ingloriously 
sad. Without panning anybody in 
particular, take the broadcast where 
an announcer is trying to be boss of 
both the procedings and comedian, 
also. Is he funny! If he makes any- 
body laugh, I want the person's 
name. Because he should have to 
take my job, mail carrier. I try to 
get relaxation on Sunday over the 
radio. That is until he comes on. 

Other substitute warm weather 
programs are too awful to mention. 
Somebody should tip off the spon- 
soring firms. Some sustaining affairs 
would be a welcome relief. So long! 


Harry Hopalong. 


For Russe Newsmen 
Ogunquit, Me., July 21. 
Editor, Variety: 

As long as the Newspaper Guild is 
going in for a stand on foreign issues 
such as helping its trade unionist 
brethren in Spain by passing resolu- 
tions supporting the Loyalists, how 
about a little expression of sympathy 
for the purged Russian journalists? 


Gorge W. Lee 


Legit, Pix and Radio Billing 


Boston, July 26. 
Editor, Variety: 

At present the word ‘acting’ is ap- 
plied indiscriminately, as if an 
identity existed, to the stage, the 
movies and radio. We believe that 
amyone agrees that the actor is the 
flesh, a fellow of superior ability to 
the worker in the air or in the 
darkened auditorium. 

I am _=s surprised 
usually alert at 


that VARIETY, 
grasping funda- 
mentals, has not seen fit to coin new | 
terms that would demarcate between 
these three fields,’ so dissimilar in 
their technique and quotas of re- | 
quired skill. The stage, or what is | 
left of the stage, is a grand old | 
aristocrat of glorious heritage, that | 
by proper nomenclature should be 
kept apart from the company of in- | 
feriors. ; 

The movies, whether they depict | 
boy-meets-girl or Cinderella-grasps- 
opportunity - through - the - break- 
away-door, are essentially an effort 





intervals of monotony. 


with mass appeal. A new locale for 


the immature about them. 
depend upon the stage for adult en- 
tertainment. 

Radio is primarily an advertising 
medium. 
ment form is the plug or commercial. 
The obbligato of music or comedy 


| mostly 


simulating adolescent emotion. | 
Whatever variation may exist is due | was concerned with the rewriting of 
to a reluctant attempt to space the | ‘Retreat from Folly’ whes-the -play 
concomitant | was tried out at Mt. Kisco and West- 


The nucleus of this amuse- | 


the product. What the tuner-in 
needs is_ patience. The 
anemic quality of this third amuse- 
ment form makes it a dwarf when 
compared with the stage 

What we suggest is that the stage 
actor retain the name that originally 
belonged to him. The movie artist 


might be called a mactor, and the | 


radio entertainer will henceforth be 
yclept a ractor. Acting would thus 
regain a’ precise connotation. Surely 
VarRIETY, with its facility with neolo- 
gisms, can create two new names, 
better than the above. 


Harry Emerson, 


Puritanical New York? 
Boston, July 23. 
Editor, VARIETY 

So New York is going puritanical. 
I never realized what Commissioner 
Moss’ clamping of the lid on burles- 
que and night club hi-jinks meant 
until my recent visit to your town. 
Some of those strip-tease places 
probably needed cleaning up but I 
thought there was some N, Y. law 
that made it possible to do this. I 
certainly think some of those dena- 
tured ‘follies’ and vaudevue versions 
I ‘saw were too thin to attract any- 
body. 

Looks like us Bosten folks would 
have to stay home for our fillip. No 
incentive to go to the big town if 
shows are as routine as we get here. 

Prescott Norman. 
Yesteryear’s Burlesk 
New York, July 24. 
Editor, Variety: 

Since the reopening of the erst- 
while burlesque houses I have been 
making the rounds in the hope of 
finding some giimmer of promise, 
but with the exception of the Apollo 
the theatres all seem to be trying to 
see how close they can come to the 
former burlesque shows. The sirip- 
tease is out, but nudity to the waist 
is still allowed and this is used to the 
limit. The blackouts are the same 
oldtimers, but similarly denatured. 

This is not going to satisfy the de- 
generates who formerly constituted 
the bulk of the burlesque patronage, 
and it will not content the possibly 
profitable audiences which might be 
attracted by a smarter style of en- 
tertainment. No one is appealed to 
and the new venture is foredoomed 
to failure unless the managers call in 
more expert assistance and make 
some definite effort to appeal to a 
new clientele. 

A show business which produced 
Harry Morris’ ‘A Night on Broad- 
way, the same manager's earlier 
travesties on “Trilby’ and ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac,’ Hurtig & Semon’s ‘On the 
Yukon’ or Mortimer Thiess’ ‘Wine, 
Woman and Song,’ not to mention 
the later productions of Barney 
Gerard and Jéan Bedini, can surely 
produce better entertainment than 
that offered, but the Minsky’s, et al, 
must rid themselves of the nudity 
complex and call in the assistance of 
stagers who can get real results. 

There must be some of the old 
books and the old stagers available 
and their cooperation is imperatively 
necessary if the operators look for 
something better than a flacid imita- 
tion of the style of show which put 
them on the rocks. The present in- 
cumbents simply do not know how 
and their efforts will result only in 
rental charges and payrolls. There 
will be no box office returns with 
the present customer bait. It is dis- 
couraging to see the overlooked op- 
portunities. 

James Henry Sprague. 
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‘play for the fall season. 
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it is set in 1927 has a lot to do with 
this. Pre-depression America al- 
ready seems pretty remote, and in 
‘The Jazz Age’ it is reconstructed 
with admirable fidelity. Hip flasks, 
soaring stocks, promiscuous petting, 
short skirts, and all the rest are an 
integral part of Ralph’s environment, 
and give his story whatever fresh- 
ness it has. Then, too, there is a 
fairly natural flow of dialog, and 
moments of emotion and humor are 
for the most part unforced. 
3ut as script now stands, Ralph 
| has an extremely awkward soliloquy 
in Act Two. If show reaches Broad- 
| way, which it may, this will have to 





| be changed, Also the opening ought 
ito be speeded up, and there are 
further weaknesses which careful 


revision can gloss over. 

Production at Ivoryton benefits by 
| scrupulous attention to detail. Cos- 
tumes, of genuine 1927 vintage, are 
good for laughs. in addition to lend- 
ing authenticity. 

Milton Stiefel has directed ably, 
keeping action on a down-to-earth 
realistic plane, and the cast has co- 
operated by turning in: praiseworthy 
performances. Leon Janney portrays. 
the hapless Ralph with sincerity and 
| looks the part in years. Perhaps he 
|does not plumb all the depths, -but 
|it’s an okay job on the whole, and 
there’s a fist fight between Janncy 
land another. actor named Charles 
Crisp which makes up for a lot. This 
scray wuts the average stage battle 
to sname; when Janney applies a 
raw beefsteak to his eye at the finish, 
it’s easy to believe he needs it. Crisp 
is excellent throughout as the 
menace As the girl who unwit- 
tingly stirs up trouble, Haila Stod- 
dard also wins approval. She is 
decorative amd seems to have plenty 





of talent, though it is still in the 
developmental stage. Glen Boles 


and Joseph Pevney are likable as 
a couple of Janney’s college pals. 
Others of importance in a large cast 
are Judy Russell, Mitchel Koval, 
Helen Carewe, Seth Arnold, Coburn 
Goodwin and Forrest Orr. Herbert 
G. Andrews contributed several ef- 
fective sets. Paul. 


STORK ON SKIS 


Provincetown, Mass., July 24. 


Play in three acts by Wallace Acton. 
Directed hy Ne@il MeFee Skinner; setting 
by Stanley Woed, Presented by Mr. and 
Mrs, Neil McPee Skinner at the Wharf 
theatre, Provineetown, Mass., July 19, ‘37. 
Ridney Tudor, .cccccsscesses Clyde Fillmore 
PEOMLY cc cccccccmeccccecocecees Charles Scott 
Magnolia.....sseseceseeess Mildred Howard 
Maud Tedor,... enctssceeverees Leona Powers 
Reverend DurBim.....seeeess William Short 
Noel TUS. .c.Friseccccccecs William Blees 
Porky Moffat. .cccccccccsccses Wallace Acton 
Mona ALISON. . cecsscceseeseeess Jane Browne 
Carol Dunbar. coccccccceess Julie Washburn 
op i PPERE? TP CTe eT CTT eS Jerome Kurtz 
Bevlah Dunbar ie cecsvecssccses Lea Penman 





In ‘Stork and Skis’ Wallace Acton 
has written a play which is geared 
for laughs, and gets them. It has 
one of those plots which won’t bear 
too close a scrutiny, and the charac- 
ters are pretty much stock comedy 
figures, But the familiar ingredients 
are so deftly mixed that the final 
product is c@gnsistently entertaining 
and occasionally hilarious. 

Story centers around the efforts of 
young Noel Tudor, son of Sidney 
Tudor, the playwright, to marry 
Carol Dunbar, daughter of Beulah 
Dunbar,- the actress. Sidney ap- 
proves of the marriage until he 
meets Beulah after a separation of 
years. ‘Beulah tells him the match 
must be forbidden, since Carol is 
his own daughter—the result of a 
winter carnival in St. Moritz. Future 
looks gloomy for Noel and Carol. 
But it is Sidmey’s wife, Maud, who 
puts metters to rights by confessing 
that Sidney is not Noel’s father. 

Part of Maud is the meatiest and 
in many respects the funniest. Leona 
Powers, engaging as always, carries 
off this flighty chatterbox character- 
ization with aplomb. Acton, the 
author, has written a role for him- 
self—that of Perly Moffat, the 
Tudors’ nephew. He performs with 
a curious blend of deadpan and elfin 
humors, making Perly a_ definite 
ornament to the play, though unes- 
sential to the plot. Lea Penman, 
late of ‘Bov Meets Girl,’ handles her 
chore as Beulah with eaual skill. 
William Blees and Julie Washburn 
are a pleasant pair of young lovers: 
|Clyde Fillmore earns his share of 
| laughs in the role of Sidney, whose 
| past comes back to torment him, and 
the generally capable comvany also 
\includes Charles Scott, Mildred How- 
jard, William Short, Jane Browne and 
Jerome Kurtz. 
| ‘Stork on Skis’ is the third play by 
! Acton to be produced. others being 
‘Straw Flowers’ and ‘Michael Loves 
Michael.’ Current opus might have 
|a future on Broadway, though its 
| lack of inherent novelty would be 
against it. Pictures would have a 
difficult time with the situation in- 

illegitimacy of Carol and 

Noel. 


Along in the third 
|}feel that the author’s inventivenese 
is giving out a little. Maud’s mala- 
provisms are piled on pretty thick, 
and there are moments when the 
But ‘Stork’ is defi- 
| nitely one of the better summer the- 
;atre offerings. Neil MeFee Skinner 
disecied and Stanley Wood was re- 
sponsible for the attractive sinevle 
set. Paul. 
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I HAVE SEEN “ZOLA’ 





| know it is not the custom, in Hollywood (or elsewhere), | 
for a member of an audience to make public his enthusiasm 
through the medium of paid advertising. 


But it IS the Hollywood custom to advertise those things we 
are proud of. As a writer, | am proud of this story of a writer 
though | had nothing to do with its production. | am proud to be 
a part of the Hollywood that produced it. As an American citi- 
zen, | am proud of the fact the artists of the Republic have at last 
been permitted to apply their talents to a theme that is repub- 
lican. As a Gentile ! get supreme satisfaction from the story of 
this Gentile who fought to give a Jew justice, and thereby be- 
haved like a Christian. As an adult | am eternally grateful 
(though it is most impolite to say it) for this overdue relief from 
Miss Temple's cute expounding of Victorian imperialism to the 
gullible Afghans. As a member of the American screen audi- 


ence | am happy to have seen a picture that is honestly attuned 
to the spirit of our times. 











To Mr. Muni and Mr. Dieterle, | am grateful for the inspira- 
tion of their artistry. But to Mr. Will Hays and his organization 
| am most grateful of all. By permitting the production of this 
great film he has proven Hollywood to be something more than 
a golden concentration camp where the Zolas of TODAY are to 


be segregated, lest they also appeal to the conscience of 2 
mankind. 


JACK MOFFITT 














MR. MOFFITT WORKS FOR | 
PARAMOUNT: NOT FOR 
WARNER BROS. 









































